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PREFACE. 



CJongress having ou February 19th, 1883, passed the reso- 
lution t o can y out the voU) uf October 14th, 17H0. to erect at 
AiiiiapolLs a munumcnt in honor of Gi noral kaU). I tind the 
moment propitious? to juepare lor publiculiuu a book which 
I have loag had by me. Besides I prot'er piiblisliing my re- 
searches in my own name to running ihu ri>k of seeing them 
adopted by others who do not even condescend to mention 
the Bource from which they have drawn their information. 

I do not consider it out of place to submit this work to 
the American reader, as the necessary sequel to the life of 
Frederick William von Steuben, published in 1859. 
Kalb and Steuben taken to<rether complete the design I 
had in view of detailing the participation of Gorman 
gen'Mids in the establishment of American independence. 
Both of these men were noble specimens of the race from 
which they sprung, and under the most unfavorable au- 
spices thej hare unfolded some of its finest qualities. 

What first led me to an inquiry into Kalbes personal 
history was the mysterious twilight in which his memory 
was shrouded. Even the orthography of his name was un* 
certain. Some write it Kalbe, others Colb^, still others 
Kail) ; Mr. Bancroft names Alsace as his native land, 
while Lor.l Stormoiid. tlic En.?li«h ambassador, assigns him 
to Swi!/,crland. 'flie year of hU birth v;iried between 1717 
and 1182; one authority credits his military antecedents to 
the Prussian, another to the Austrian, a third to the French 
army. The French employed him as a secret political 
agent; the Americans occasionally took him for a French 
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Spy, and cvcii iii the revolutionary war his appearance is 
racteoi-ir, tor he is rarely or never mentioned up to iho 
moment of his heroic death on the tieid of Camden. Thus 
bis image hovered in a romantic haze of the most opposite 
probabilities, all the more attractive by its contrast to tbe 
biography of SteuboD, for which all the materials were 
found ready cut and dried with true Prussian exactitude. 
It affords me pleasure to say that ray researches soon dis- 
pelled the mystery, and were rewarded with a very gratify- 
ing crop of historical discovorie-?, drawn from sources of 
which but one or two were piuviouftly known to the eui luus. 

One word as to tliesc fountain-heads. While at Wash- 
ington in 1856, I was accidentally fortunate in itiakinp: the 
acquaintance of John Carroll Brent, Ksquire, wiio had for 
years represented the family of Kalb as their solicitor at 
the bar of Congress. To his kindness I am indebted for 
the address of the Tiscountess d'Alzac, ofMilon la Chapelle, 
Department Seine et Oise, the grand-daughter of Kalb, who 
is in possession of his j)osthunious wriiiiiir>. On {jreforring 
to this lady a request for permission Lo iiis[>ect and, if nec- 
essary, to copy the jiapers of her trrandfather, I was favor- 
ed with a letter from Mr. I. Naclitinann, a Polish refugee 
in consequence of the revolution ofl83l. This gcnileman, 
long in relations of intimacy with the family d'AbsaCy had 
himself conceived the design of writing a life of Kalb, based 
upon the materials there at hand. He had progressed down 
to the year it 75, producing a work which followed implicit- 
ly tlie Milon autliorities, loss remarkable, perhaps, for dis- 
crimination than for corMpl<»tcness in details. A corre- 
spondenee of several yeai s rtv^ulterl in the piirehase by me of 
Mr. Nachlniann's MS., accompanied by copies of all papers 
of the general then in the possession of the family. It is 
hardly necessary to say that without these papers, and 
especially without Mr. Naehtmann^s carefully prepared 
draught, it would have been impossible for me to have ac- 
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complished anything like a coherent narrative of Kalb*8 
life and fortunes. 

In citing these authorities I have designated them as 
Kalb*8 MS3. adding the name of ^'Nachtmann** up to the 

concluding point of that gentleman's labors, and adding 
'*Milon ( iiapi lie, lur the remaining period which extends 
fruDi 177G to ITsO. The latter were comi>arjitivcly sterile, 
because Kulb c nuiuert)us letters from America mainly relate 
to matters of personal or domestic interest, and but rarely 
touch upon public affairs and military movcmentAfthcy were, 
however, of great value in enabling me to fix dates and locali- 
ties with undoubted accuracy. 

To Mr. George Bancroft I am under special obligations 
for the loan of the principal papers respecting Kalb's first 
journey to America. The evidences of Kalb's birth ami » x- 
trnotioii I owe to the kindness ufmy friend, J'role^j.sur K. L. 
Aegidi, n<»w professor at Bonn, and the obliging assistance 
of the Kcvcrend Mr. Recknagel, pastor of Kirehenaurach, 
Oonsistorial Councilor Dr. George Kapp, of Munich, and 
Mr. Philip Feust, then of Erlangen, now lawyer at Furth. 

My friend, M. Louis Tribert, of Paris, supplied me with 
some valuable data firom the papers of the ministry of war, 
and, long after I had renounced all hope of fiirther dis- 
coveries, my friend, Mr. John Bigelow, then American Con- 
sul in the last-named city, discuvered, in thf archive?? of the 
.same ministry, no les-^ than thirty lett»'rs and docnmonts of 
Kalb's, of wliich he had the goodness to procure copies for 
me. In this disinterested act of friendship he received, at 
the hands of M. Blondel, the custodian of these archives, 
that courteous assistance which has always distinguished 
the officials of the French government 

The libraries of the Historical Societies at New York and 
Baltimore contain very valuable documents. In tho latter 
citv the manuscript i):ii)<Ts of General Gict, as well as other 
writings, cited iii tlie com ol' the work, turned out to be 
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extremely prodoctirp. In Now York the pa})ers (»t General 
Gates were pai ticularly ricli in materials, aod of incalcula- 
ble value for my purposes. The librarians of these iostita- 
tions, Mr. George U. Moore here, and Mr. A. M. Rogers of 
BaJtimorei aided my efforts with their accustomed kindness. 

All these gentlemen are requested to accept my heartfelt 
thanks for the fHendship thns extended. 

In the office of the Secretary of State at Washington I 
had no ditriculty in obtaining the consent of General Cass to 
my taking copies of letters and doeunients relating to the 
subject of this memoir. Under the administration of Mr. 
Seward, several excerpts from a volume containing the Be 
Kalb and the Da Goudray papers were withheld from me 
on the ground that they were deemed not relevant to my 
subject. A written demonstration to the contrary, which I 
fiimished, received no attention. On the whole, no change 
has taken place in the narrow-minded jealousy with which 
the revolntionary documents are guarded in Wii>lungLon, 
anymore than in the neglected early education of the gentle- 
men who guard them. The unsophisticated views of these 
worthy ihnctionanes on matters of historical interest are 
without a parallel in the present century. 

The following correspondence took place between the 
State Department and myself in relation to this subject 

Dbpabtmimt of Statb, ) 
WMingUm, December 11, 1861. 1 
FBimucfi Kapf, Esq., 122 Broadway t New York, 

8m: It b midentood that 70U have recently made application for 
copies of certam iiiToicea among the Du Coudray papers on fite in 
tluB Department, for the purpose .of throwing light (Ml a life <tf the 
Baron de Kalb, which you propose to publish. As no connection can 
be discOTered between the papers requested and the propoecd life of 
De Kalb, you are informed that such copies will not be allowed to be 
taken uzdeas you can offer a sufficient explanation in this regard. 

I am your obedient servant, 

P. W. ÖEWABD, A^aitUaut tSttrtiu/y. 
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To which letter I replied ac loilows: 



New Tosk, December IIA, 1861. 



Hmr. F. W. Sbwaro, Assisiani Secrekxry of State, WMingkm, 

Sm: In reply to your Cavor of the 11th inst, refusing xne the use 
of the I>a Coudray Papers, on the rolls of your Department, unless I 
can offer a mifficieiit exphmation, that they have a oonnection with 
the Life of Baron Be Kalb, which I am now writing, I beg to say 
that Du Ooudray was a French officer, who, with the knowledge of 
the French government, intended to come over to the United States 
in company with Baton l)e Kalb, and was charged with the ship- 
ment of aeYeral invoioeB of ammunition, gooda and cannon, in aid of 
the Coloniet. 

As 11 is one of the e^ntial {K)iiits in my biography of De Kalb to 
elucidate the pait taken by the Kn-nch governnnnt m the American 
struL'gle of inilependence. you will see at one thf l^earing of those 
papers upon my subject. I cannot establish my {)roof3 without 
reftiix-ncc to Ühmc identicai iuvoict^ coDtained in the Du Coudray 



Another point is the action taken by B<^aumarchais, who, in his 
desire of vindicating to himself oxclu.-ively the honor of having; jifo- 
cured French rochLs and money in aid of the Kevolution, made 
attack both upon Du Coudray and De Kalb, as well ad afterwanla 
upon the \Vaahington government, which he accused of fraud ai^ 
falße dealings to all Europe. To refut4? such charges is not only in 
the interent of my work, but of the fair fame of this Republic. If the 
above information sliould not prove sufficient to overcome the con- 
scientious scruples of your department, respecting the connection 
between the life of one of the revolutionary heroes, and the light 
thrown upon the action of the French government in that r< volution, 
by the Du Coudray Papers, I beg to refer your clerks to \N'illard, 
Losaing, or Wilson, or almost any school-book on American History. 
Such being the case, your reply upon my application evinces, allow 
me to say, a gross ignorance prevailing in your department with 
regard to the elementary knowledge of the history of this country. 
The department might have avoided such exposure, if there had been 
good sense and literary breeding enough to know that every historian 
of character and responsibility must judge for himself as to the im- 
portance 01 the papers which he wishes to use or to consult, and that 
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he claims the peruiission <*f iH^nisinjy tho same as his light in thf in- 
terest of historical trutli, not a favor dejK'udeiit upon the jr»l ■ i^l 
of ignorant clerks. Jf it be therefore not my right to have thoae 
copies, I have iu> disposition to ask a favor. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obdt. servant, 

FRtKDBtCB KaFP. 

In January, 1862, I called at the State Department» and 
was informed by tho then Chief Gerk, Mr. Hnntcr, that the 
reasons ^ven by mo to be allowed access to the Du Coudray 
Papers had not been deemed satisfactory. Subsequently I 
saw Senator Charles Siiiinior. and in tho course of my con- 
versatioTi with him, 1 coüiplaiüod of the trealiniMit 1 had 
received from the State Department. Mr. Suhukt. with that 
oi)liiring kindness and courtesy which the world over dis- 
tinguishes the gentleman, at once volunteered his services 
to procure mo copies of the documents in question. On 
April 17, 1862| he enclosed to mo the following letter : 

Department of State, ) 
Washington» April 15, 1862. ( 

HoK. CBAnsJBt SoMKBs, Smat§ Chamber. 

Sir: ThiB Department accedes to the reqneBt which has been 
made by yon, that Mr. Kapp may have acoeas to certain papers that 
aie amoi^ the Revolutionary Arcbivee; or Mr. Kapp can have the 
papers referred to copied in the Department, by conforming to the 
requirements of Um in ibis regard. 

I am, air, your obedient servant, 

WuiUH H. Sbwabd. 

As grateful as I wa^ (o the distinguished Senator for his 
interference, I did not feel disposed to avail myself of Hr. 
Seward's tardy permission. Having been warned by a former 
«ad experience in the State Department, I had neglected 
nothing to conform with the requirements of the law in this 
respect, and I therefore considered tlie condition mentioned 
in Mr. Steward*s note as a mere excuse to the Senator. Be- 
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sides, for three unsuccessful trips to Washington, and for 
copying in the Dfpiirrincnt, I had ahviidy .spent cousiderably 
more than my moaua at that time would permit. 

I siiould have wished to correct an error which 1 had 
committed in mj life of Steuben, where, mentioning the deal- 
ings between Beanmarcbais and the United States^ I bad 
charged the latter as being in faulty while a later and more * 
thorough study of the subject convinced me that the only 
blame in these transactions properly fell on the shoulders 
of Beaumarchais. If I oniittcd to fulfil this duty, Air. 
Sewai d s .Mit)uidinat«s have tx) account for it. 

Be that a? it may, the Tii;\t«Mnals enuinrrnted exhaust the 
subject, and ov<'n cast new and important lights upon the 
political relations of France to England, and the present 
United States, from the year 1767 to 1777, as well as upon 
some of the designs, hitherto unknown, of the French states^ 
men of that era. In these dtsclosures, Kalb is inyested with 
a political no less than with a military interest. His inter- 
course with Choiseul and Broglie. Lafayette and Washing- 
ton, unfold the inmost recesses of the history of the period, 
and caiTy the reader far beyond tlie narrow confines of^ 
military career, into the mazes of international ]ioliticfl. 

While the life of every man is a reflection, more or less , 
ikithful, of the history of his time, which, indeed, is but 
the product of the welded activity of its thinkers and 
agents, Kalb is peculiarly a true son of the eighteenth cent^ 
ury. Issuinii; flrom the undermost strata of society, and 
scaling its heights by dint of native power, he labors wit- 
tingly and willingly to bring out the form and pressure of 
the age. and bears in e^ery feature the stamp of its faults 
and of its glories, of its paltry political misery and its h Hy 
republican aspirations, its craven deference to time worn 
prejudice, and its titanic wrestlings with hoary tradition. 

Fbiedbich Kapp. 

Bbbuv, Jamiaiy 1SS4. 
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Kalb s Psdioree and Biktu. — Entee3 thkFrksch Sf.uvick, as'i> A^.-l mks a 
TiTLKOF NonrLtTT. — His Motivks, — Ci rrknt Oimmons ok tmk Last ('kw- 

lURY OS THK SUÜJKCT 0*" THE Dlf^'EKKNCkS üüTWfcE.N Tilt VaIUüLS CONDI- 
TIONS IN I^FK. — Kalb a Lieutkmant in the KEGU1K^T Lokwkkoal^ 
]Calb*8 Oampaioma in Flakdw and Alcack^Tbi School of ICaksbal 
8azk.»KalbBbooiik a Captain, Amutamt, ahd " Qppicibbpi Detail'*. 

— OaKRIIOKS WBBBB BS was StATIOKBD IV TlMX0OrPBACB.— HiSDOTlfli 

jm Snnon. — CAnnrLAST Asncus of tbk Forxioh RtonmiTB. — 
Kalbes Flam of ah Ihtabioh of Eholahd, avo Oeiatioh of a Body of 
Mabikk Ikfahtbt.— Tbc Pboibgt Failb of Amptiok at VtHSAiiLm— 
Hb Bmnm to Oambhat and Obtaihb a Majores Comhisbiom im 1756. 



*TT was not, as haa been hitherto erroneously supposed, the 
-■- lordly castle of a Germao baron, but the humble cottago 
of a FraDoonian peasant^ which gave to the world the hero 
whose career these pages are intended to commemorate. 

John Kalb was bom the 29th of June, 1721, at Huetten- 
dorf, a village theu belonging to the Margraviate of Bay- 
reuth, afterward under Prossian sovereigntj, but at present 
incorporated with the parish of Frauenaurach in the Bavarian 
district of Erlangen. His fat her, Jolin Leonard Kalb, was 
the son of Hans Kalb, yeoman, of Leinburg, near Altdorf, 
and figured in the church records of Frauenaurach as ** so- 
journer and peasant of Huettendorf.** On the 24th of April, 
1715, he married Mrs. Margaret Putz, of Hueltt lulorf, whose 
maiden name w*as Seitz, and her birthplace Eüchenbach. The 
issue of this marriage, besides our hero, already named, were 
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two sons, of whom the eldest, Goorn;c, born November 15, 
1718, died as a peasant at Stadeln, near Fuerth, while the 
yoaogeat« Andrew, boni the 17tb of January, 1727, inherited 
the homestead at Hnettendor£ John passed his childhood in 
his father's house, and received his earliest schooling at Krie- 
genbronn. Then he became a waiter, and as such, when 
barely sixteen years of age, he went abroad.' At this point 
Ins traco is lost for years. Tliore can be but little <loubt that 
he soon found his way to France, and cast his lot with military 
men, for abont the close of the year 1748 the peasant boy 
Hans Kalb turns up as Jean de Kalb, lientenant in he regiment 
Loewendal of French infantry,' How he reached tliese for- 
eign parts, and how he achieved his position there, I have 
not sncceeded in ascertaining; nor is it probable that any 
autlientic olue to tlie mystery will ever be diseovcred. 

Throughout the last century, more than at any other time, 
the line of distinction between the character of an adventurer 
and that of a hero is very dim, often scarcely discernible; and 
the antecedeuts of many a man who, at a subsequent stage of 
bis career has scaled the heights of fame, are checkered with 
alternate displays of either. The force of circnmstanoes seems 
to have thrust Kalb into the }>ath of adventure in early life, 
while his staid and sober disposition tended to impel him in 
the opposite direction. It is very clear that his advancement 
was facilitated by his assumption of nobility, and in the hicrh- 
est degree probable that it was achieved by some act of gal- 
lantry in the face of the enemy. But where and how he 
acquired the manners and the knowledge necessary to main* 
taiii his grouud, ia a question ditlicult to answer. If ho had 
entered a regiment commanded by Frenchmen, the inference 
voQld be that he wfu enabled to sustain his r^le by the limit* 
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ed aoqnaititaooe of the French officers of that day with Ger- 
man sodety and habite. But we find bun in a corpe« which, 

though enlisted under French colors, was officered almost 
exclusively by German noblemen, thus bringing him into 
contact with men who most have had an accurate knowledge 
of the German nobility, and some of whom may have be- 
longed to the s.iine province, or at least may have been con- 
nected with the landed gentry of that neighborhood by the 
ties of blood or friendBhi{>. 

Kalh's assumption of a title not legally belon<;ing to him 
IS not at all surprising, in view of the £»ct that none of the 
armies of that day admitted the claims of a commoner to 
promotion, and that shortly before the breaking out of the 
French revolution (in 17Ö1) the privilege of holding commis- 
sions in the army was restricted to nobles of at least tour 
ancestors.' Indeed, the nobility of that period may be said 
to have com]>rised the whole of its good society. Even Fred- 
erick the Great went so far as to attribute to that order a 
higher sense of honor and a more profound insight into the 
art of war and the mystery of statecraft, and to limit the 
appoiatment of untitled men to important offices to the most 
exceptional cases. Kor did the slighted classes resent their 
subordination, or regard it as anything worthy of comment. 
Puetter, the celebrated jurist of Goettingen, a contemporary 
of Kalb, always felt himself especially honored when some 
eonnt or baron addressed him, or even vouchsafed to chat 
with him during the lazy hours of the bathing season at 
Pyrmont It is well known that Goethe was profoundly 
flattered at being admitted to the edifying conversation of 
some obscure prince at Karlsbad, and his annals record as 
preeminently uotewoniiy that the Prince of Keuss, a poten« 
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täte who but for this mention would iiavc gone to his grave 
unknown to posterity, always honored him with an afiable 
and gracious demeanor." A handred snch instances nugbt 
be cited to show ilje pt ouliar fhsoinatiuii excrcisi d by the 
purely factitious blazon of nobility even ujinn the leading 
minds of that era. As a partial compensation for tiiis injustice 
the ^vorod class of that day good-naturedly acquiesced in 
the nobility of any one who managed to assume the title and 
the external badges of the order, without inquiring closely 
into his pedigree. This was particularly the case in France, 
where men where just awakening to a sense of the absurdity 
of these prejudices. Hence that swarm of adventurers who 
wormed their way into these circles of the quality, where they 
were generally tolerated, and often petted, until some caprice 
or accident hurled them back into their original oblivion. 

Like hundreds before and after him— of wliom St. Arnaud 
and Persigny may serve as examples — ^Kalb adopted the 
means best calculated to lift him out of the narrow confines 
of his native condition into a more advantageous position. 
RegardiiiLT this step in the ligiit of Iiis time, it cannot be judged 
too mildly. The title of nobility was simply the password 
which unlocked the world to him, the indispensable starting- 
point for all further operations. One more scruple on his 
part| and the world would probably have gained a sturdy 
yeoman^ but lost a hero ! 

Be that as it may, our hero is henceforth Baron de Kalb, 
the Kalb of history. The rejjiment formed by Count Loe- 
weudal on the fii-st of JSeiitinilH r, 1<43, to which, about the 
close of the same year, we find him attached as lieutenant, 
was then stationed in Flanders, and shared in the brilliant 
though ultimately barren victories won by the French urmiea 
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under Manhal Saxe over the onited forces of the English, 

Dutch, and Austrians. 

The war ot the Austnan Succession, theretofore confined 
to Germany, was jost then assnming European dimenslonSi 
France, true to her ancient potioy of hostility to Anstria, had 
entered into the contest in 1740, merely as the ally of the 
elector Albert of Bavaria, in opposition to the pretensions of 
Maria Theresa ; in 1744, however, she openly declared war 
asrainst Great Britain and Austria. Tu drive the E:vj:lish out 
of the Netherlanda, Louis XY. himselt entered Flanders, 
opened the campaign with the nege of Menin, which snr- 
rendered after a brief reristance, and proceeded to invest 
Ypres and Furnes, which were also speedily reduced. The 
Loewendal regiment took a prominent part in these three 
operations. When the Anstrians invaded Alsace in consid- 
erable force, Louis resolved to conduct 40,000 of the flow er 
of bis victorious Flemish army to the support of Marshal 
Goigny on the Rhina At Mets, however, the hing fell dan> 
gerously ill. The French, instead of driving the enemy across 
or into the Rhine, frittered away their lorces ifi exhausüng 
marches, iiitUe mancsovres, and petty engagements. One of 
the latter was the hrilliant attack npon the village of Angen- 
heim, in which again the Loewendal n giinent gained peculiar 
distinction* The French took the place on the 23d of August,* 
1744, after a determined resistance on the part of the Aus- 
trian grenadiers and Hungarians, but gave the Prince of Lor- 
raine time, upon the news of the irruption of Frederick IL into 
Bohemia, to make good the passage of the Rhine without 
molestation, and then to march upon Prague by way of Swabia 
and the Upper Palatinate. Instead of pursuing the enemy, 
the French contented themselves with the conquest of the 
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BrlsgoWy and concUuicd the campaign io November, 1744, 
with the takiDg of Freibarg, under the walls of which «lone 
tbej lost twelve thousand men. In this siege, also, the Loe- 
wendal regiment was engaged, so that in the course of a single 
year, Kalb bad a share in three sieges and one hotly-contest* 
od batUOi 

In the following year, 1745, his regiment rejoined the 
army of Marshal Saxe in the Netherlands. At the battle of 
Fontenoy, fongbt May 11, 1746, it formed a part of the re- 
serve which was under the command of Loewendal himself; 
and in pursuance of this victory, which was mainly brought 
about by the gallantry of the foreign regiments, it assisted at 
the capture of Ghent, Oudenarde^ Ostende, and NieuporL 
In ftoty if we except the hattles of Lafeld and Raucoux, there 
is hardly a decisive event in the course of these campaigns 
in which the regiment was not diiitinguished. Thu^, in 1746, 
it waa active at the redaction of Hny and Namnr. In 1747 
It shared m the taking ofEcluse and Sar de Gand, and in the 
still more celebrate*! stormini; of Bergen o]» Zoom, which 
brought its commander the marshal's baton; in 1748 it 
aided in the siege and capture of Mastricht, at the dose of 
which the French, exhausted by the war, purchased the peace 
of Aix hi Cliapelle by the surrender of all their conquests in 
the Netherlands. 

It was Kalb's good fortune to receive his military training 
in the school of Marshal Saxe, the greatest captain of Europe 
hi the period intervening between the career of Prince 
Eugene and that of Frederick the Great, and whom the latter 
venerated as the professor of all the European generals.'* 
But Loewendal too was a general fitted to stand be«de the 
ablest chieftains of the age, and particularly emmeut iu the 
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ait of redooiiig fortifications. From the sobordinate poflition 
oeenpied b7 oor hero, it is bat natural that his name does not 

figure in the reports of this war j but there is evidence ia 
papers stiil extant that he was even then a diligent and ener- 
getic officer, occupying all his leisare- moments in the study 
principally of the inudern languages, ;mJol tlie higher branches 
of mathematics as applied to the art of fortiUcation and to 
the internal organization of varions bodies of troops. Under 
these circnmstances he coald not fail to attract the attention 
of bis superiors, aud was not only assigned to services of im- 
portance, bat rapidly promoted. In 1747 he was made oap- 
tmn and adjutant, and also charged with the duties of an 
" officer of detail." 

This designation was peculiar to the French army of the 
ttghteenth century, and combined the offices of .general man- 
ager and judge of the regiment. It was for the incumbent to 
superintend all its afiairs, from the most trivial roinutisB of 
daily routine to the most important points of discipline and 
jurisprudence. The colonel gave the regiment his name and 
was its representative abroad, tlic officer of detail controlled 
its internal administration. He conducted the correspondence 
with the commanding general and the minister of war, re- 
ported the condition of the men, made requisitions to meet 
their wants, scrutinized and expounded the articles of war — 
of which each regiment then had its own — ^vindicated their 
rights asagfunst their superiors, suggested rewards and punish- 
ments, and acted, in short, as the virtual head of the regiment. 

A position at once so honorable to a young officer, and so 
responsible, could be well filled only by a man of intelligence, 
energy, and integrity. It was occupied by Kalb during 
almost the entire dm atiou of the peace whicli preceded the 
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Seren Yean' War. Hia regiment waain garrison at PfiUxboig 
and*Oambray. Our hero was not only studiona of ffuthftQlf 

performing the duties of his office, but also endeavored, as far as 
in him lay, to correct existing abuses^ and to infuse coherence 
and bnmanity into the barbarous and contradictory codes by 
which his own and other regiments were governed. The ar- 
ticles of war, or capitulations, adopted at the formation or 
anbseqnent reorganizationa of the varions regiments of the 
French army, prodaced an anomalons state of things replete 
with donbt and incongruities. Every regiment was a close 
corporation, a petty state within itself, and of coarse excea* 
nvely jealous of its ^ righia and iranofaises." What in one 
regiment was enjoined by the law, was punished in another 
as a crime. Every ** Capitulation," was an independent treaty 
between the King of France of the one part, and the for- 
eign soldiers of the other. The latter sold their services 
in cousiduratiou of the most favorable stipulations and privi- 
legefs which the former accorded lavishly or sparingly, accord- 
ing to the nigracy of his military necessities. Thus, each 
regiment ocoapied a position of its own, and its discipline 
frequently came into cotiiiict with that of the rest of the 
army. In spite, or rather in consequenoe of the mostpredse 
directions in reference to disdpline, arms, uniform, eubsisl- 
ence, and police, in pt uce and war, doubts and diiiiculiies fre- 
quently arose, which were passed upon by the minister of 
war on the report of the officer of detail. Ealb devoted 
himself to this portion of his task with the greatest zeal, en- 
deavorinpr either to resolve his doubts by taking the advice 
of hia colleagues in other foreign regiments, or, &iling that, 
to settle important points by the de<nsion of the minister him* 
sel£ To give an instance among many — a court-mariial of 
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hm regiment bad oondemoed to death a deserter who, after 
having sold his nnifbrm in a fordgn eonntry, had returned to 

France, and been arrested. A minuiity of the judges dis- 
sented, and voted for the gaimtlet, on the ground that capi- 
tal punishment was only inonrred where the deserter was ar« 
rested out of the kingdom. On the 20th of August, 1751, 
Kalb submitted the case to the minister of war, Count d'Ar- 
genson, who^ on 21st of September, decided in favor of the mild- 
er sentence, on the gronnd of the ordmances of the regiment. 

The independent jurisUiciiou of the rrL^iiuLMital court- 
marUals often led to the most intolerable abuses. In the 
absence of a regular course of procedure, particularly iu 
police matters, the accused was often exposed to the arbitrary 
cruelty of narrovv iuiüded judges, Kalb did what he could 
to redress these grievances, and corresponded with the 
officers of detail of all the other German regiments in the 
service, with the view of approximating harmony in the dis- 
tribution of punishments. Thus, for instance, it was the rule 
with roost of the r^imeots, that public women detected in 
the barracks fell under the jurisdiction of the coloneL The 
latter usually had them publicly whipped by the very soldiers 
in whose company they had been caught* It was revolting to 
the men to be made the instrnments of such a chsstisement, 
and they often vented their aversion to so sudden an ezohange 
ot the functions of a paramour for those of the beadle, in acts 
of flagrant insubordination. On one occasion of this kind in 
Kaney, in 1748, three grenadiers were hung for mutiny. 
Though unsuccessful in his efforts to brinir about the total 
abolition of this degrading punibbment, Kalb at least eil'ected 
the dispensation of the men of his own regiment from being 

the Instruments of it/ 
1* 
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Nor is it in these more important matters alone that Kalb 
watched over the interests of the soldiers entrusted to him. 
He was equally vigilant in the smaUeat matters of detail. At 
one time be is called upon to indicate the claim to fifteen beds 
accorded to the Goruuiu infantry by a capitulation of May 
1, 1733, in which he ia soataiDed by the minister of war 
against the commissary-genera]. Again he is found proenring 
a decision adjosting differences between the major attached to 
a post and the major attached to the regiment which gar- 
risons the post, and determining which of them shall be 
entitled to claim the sword of a regimental officer who 
dies in garrison. And again he obtains the extradition of 
deser ters who have been mustered into a French regiment, 
and accomplishes the ascertainment of the rule under which 
a soldier maj change his regiment without incurring the 
penalty of desertion. Neither did the deta^s of the service 
di5>tract his attention from the scientilic branches of his • 
profession, on the one band, or the political horiion which 
foreboded the speedy return of hostilities between England 
and France on the other. In concluding the peace of Aiz-la- 
Chapelle in 1746 both parties had studiously leflthe terms so 
vague, and their mutual claims to certain American posses- 
sions so undecided, that the war was unavoidably renewed at 
the earliest opportunity. Durinir all the eight years that 
ensued, the two nations were eying each other in an attitude 
of preparation. In 1754, before the Seven Yeara* War was 
thought of, skirmishes and encounters frequently occurred 
between the English and the French garrii?ons in Canada, and 
on the Ohio and Mississippi, in which the English were gen- 
eraUy worsted. The war had already become inevitable, 
although it was not formally declared before the beginning 
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of the year 1 156. Kftlb was well aware of its approaeli» nod, 
thoQgb a Gennan, be oberished bis AiU sbare of tbe batred 

of the French a<::ainst the Entrlish. 

Conviiiced of tbe inadequacy of tbe meaos of maritime 
defence then at tbe disposal of France, be Tentnredt about 
end of tbe year 1754, when the news of the first distorbanoes 
in America was received in France, to submit to M. Macbanlt» 
tbe minuter of marine, a plan for tbe formation of a foreign 
regiment of marine infantry, wbiob was to be organised with 
a particular view to sudden landings on the coasts of England 
and her colonies. Then as now the British were tormented 
by perpetual fears of a French invasion of the island. In 
1744 Marshal Saxe bad engaged in preparations for a landing, 
in concert with tlie Scotch prctcndtu*, at Dunkirk, and had 
thereby constrained the withdrawal of the English forces 
from Fhmders qnite as effectually as if the threat bad been 
actually carried out. The success of the iiuu bhal on that 
occasion appears to have first directed Kalbes attention to Uic 
subject How well bis plan accorded with the national incli- 
nations, and how popular a project of this kind always has 
been and always will be, haä been abundantly stiown by the 
subsequent history of the monarchy, tbe republic, and tbe 
empire. Two years after tbe rejection of KalVs propontion 
Marshal Ijclleisle, the succesgor of d^Argenson as minister of 
war, conceived the design of crossing the channel in flat-bot* 
tomed craft, and was seconded in this bairbrained project by 
tbe most influential parties of the court, headed by that mys- 
terious personage, the Count Si. Germain. In 1759 Cboiaeal 
managed to secure tbe neutrality of Holland and the allianoo 
of Sweden, for tbe purpose of enabling him to land in Eng- 
laud ixnd dictate terms of peace to the enemy in London 
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itself. His üect, however, was disaUed ia the Bay of Qaib& 
roo, which fnutrated a moTement nndertakeii at Immenae 
expense. Like a sacred tradition these expeditions reeor as 

often as a war with England is declared or threatened. 
LoQis XVL made similar preparations. Under the directory 
a fleet of gunboats was maintained in the channd for yean, 

with fi like object. Napoleon I. is well known to have enter- 
tained similar designs at Boulogney and the lower empire 
would not be the faithful caricatare of its predecessor which 
it is, if its Ohanyins did not brandish their sabres at the 
northern horizon, and prate of the humiliation of England in 
her own capital, wheneyer it aerred the tarn of their lord and 
master. Let us hear KalVs own exposition of his yiews of 
the best means of hiimblinc^ the pride of Albii ii in Iiis day.' 
'* A regiment of foreign marines," he says in his memorial, 
would be of undoubted advantj^ to the king. It should 
number from eight to twelve hundred men, and wonid baye to 
serve on land, on the coast, in the colonies, and on board tlie 
nayy, and be composed of Germans, Danes, Swedes, English- 
men, inhabitants of our own seaboard provinces, but above all 
things of Irisliinen. The latter are universally known to be 
the best sailors and marines of the English uavy ; besides, 
they are Roman Catholics. Their concourse to our flag 
might make it pofwible for us to people a considerable part 
of oar colonies with them. By making this disposition of 
them we might secure the adherence of numbers of Irishmen 
in any undertaking against the naval power, the colonies, or 
the province; of England, and mi<;ht keep ourselves well 
informed of all the hostile movements of the British. All 
the world is aware of the hatred cherished by the Irish against 
the English. The former never served the latter for any 
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olher TMBOD thui the want of better employment. It is re* 
marlnble that this project has not been broached heretofore. 

How iovalnable woald such a corps have beeu to the State at 
the time when the king had sixteen thousand Irishmen in hU 
service ! For six and forty years France has had no more 
trusty soldiers, none who served her, on all occasions, with 
greater zeal and efficiency. But they would have been much 
more nsefol at sea than on land, for the former most be re* 
garded as their native element.'' 

Atler detailing the advantages to be derived iVoui the 
adoption of his plan, Kalb proceeds to discuss the dbposition 
of the force to be raised. 

"Detachments," lie continues, " should be sent to Quebec 
and Looisburg, and recruited in Nova Scotia, which colony is 
almost exclusively inhabited by English and Irish Catholics. 
By this means we should be fhmished with every infbrmation 
which it would be to our interest to receive from that portion 
of America. Other detachments could be usefully employed 
at Martinique» Guadeloupe, and Marie Galante, as these islsnds 
couiuiand all the other French and all the English possessions 
in that quarter, in oonsequenoe of the easterly winds prevail- 
ing there from yearns end to yearns end, and which would enable 
us in twenty-four hours to reach Barbadoea, Antigua, and the 
remainiug £ngiish Antilles, which carry on considerable com- 
merce. The same advantage is offered by Cape Fran9ais, the 
best harbor in that portion of San Domingo, subject to the 
King, which lies to windward of Jamaica, the most important 
likiglish possession in America. A strong detachment of the 
regiment posted there, and commanded by officers of seat and 
InteUtgenee, might secure the fhltcst and roost reliable 
intelligence about the strength oi the English, their move- 
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inento, their weak poiotSi and the best means of surpriidng 
theiD« 

If the regimetit is to render the senrioe Mrlj to be ex* 

pected, it must be formed and inslrncted in time Soldiers 
reared in a discipline of years may be depended on for im- 
plicit obedience in tnj enterprise^ while ignorance of the 
country and of the hostile resonroes will always expose an 
army to the misfortunes wliicli bclell the fleet commanded by 
the Due d'Ai till in 1740 and 1741. His attack upon Ja- 
maica failed from utter want of knowledge of the conntry. 
Had he been in command of soldiers such as I propose to 
raise, he would have been siifticieiitly ajiprised that the English 
had not a tenth part of the force attributed to them in his 
calcalatious. Besides^it is notorious that the British sno- 
ceeded in taking Fort St. Louis on San Domingo only on ao> 
count of the cowardice of the gan iöün ; they could never 
have reduced it, bad it been defended by a weil-discipUned 
force such as I have suggested." 

Kalb concludes his memorial by proposing to bestow the 
commissious on the Catholic nobility and gentry of England 
and Ireland, as a measure most acceptable to the younger 
sons of those ikmilies, and calculated greatly to multiply the 
devoted subjects of the French crown. 

The plan is accompanied by two specifications, which ex- 
haust the technical details of the project. The first of these 
supplements discusses the composition and organization of the 
roci^ment, its pay, equipment, and discipline ; while the second 
gives the outlines of a capitulation " designed to regulate 
the rights and duties of the regiment as against the crown* 

The work hss here been reproduced in its leading details^ 
because it brings out in bold relief the young officer^s politi* 
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cal iDtelligeDoe «nd military aoqairemeats. He speaks with* 
out reserve or cireumlociition, not as a oraven sjcophantt 

greedy of private gain, but as a m-.m convinced of the merits 
of bis case, and anxious to make all the energies of his adopt- 
ed oonotry available against its most formidable foe. 

Nor did Kalb deceive himself as to the obstacles to be 
encountered. He saw very cleariy that Iiis subordinate posi- 
tion in the military hierarchy was a hindrance in his path, 
the more so as his designs involved the most important qnes* 
t ions of foreign politics/of the finances, and of colonial de- 
ft;nce* Aside from these scruples on the score of the public 
welfare, he also came Into collision with the Interests of the 
colonels who commanded foreign re«;irncnts in the French 
service, and recruited them in Ireland, Germany, and the sea- 
board provinces. 

While the king and his mistresses wore wasting millions, 
and scandalously neglecting the army and the soldier, the 
minister of marine, to sustain the existing establishment, was 
driven to exercise the most rigid parsimony, and could hardly 
be expected to consent to an expenditure less indispenftible 
than others, and admitting of no test of lis practical eiiicacy 
except the ordeal of actual war&re. 

Nevertheless, Kalb made the effort, and followed it up 
with vigor and skill. He enlisted the cooperation of an older 
officer, liieutenant-colonel Niell, of the Dillon regiment, by 
designating him for the colonelcy of the proposed organiza- 
tion, of which Kalb was to be the senior major. Directing 
his first operation against the opposition of the colonels, ho 
undertook to dissipate their fears of his competition with 
their Tecrulting sergeants, by showing: that the new regiment, 
instead of iutcrfcriug with the old ones, would attract so 
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lamy recrnits, as to ope a a new and abundant source of sap- 
ply to all the foreign regiments. Finding tba there was UtUe 
hope of oonvinoiog the minister hj means of a written corre* 

spondcnce, he procured a furlough, ami na\elled, early in the 
year 175d, from Cambruy to Paris, whore be obtained audi- 
ences of the minister of war and marine, and their snbordi- 
natesL He also endeavored to make Interest with the most 
influent ial persons at the Court of Versailles. The Keeper of 
the Great Seal received him with especial kindness, and en- 
couraged him in the active prosecntion of his purpose. For 
a moment things looked promising, and snocess imminent ; 
but the naval minister, on whose accesfaoa everything do- 
pcmded, soon showed a disposition to procrastinate. M. de 
Machanlt was lavish in the praise of the originator of the 
plan, but deferred its detailed examination from day to day. 
The 'English colunely were particularly active in their in- 
trigaes against Kalb. Iiis friend Niel), of more mature ex* 
pericnce, and better acquainted with the ways of the court, 
advised hita Lo g.iui over one or twu nt' Madame de Pompa- 
dour's especial favorites, by promising them the patronage 
of the most lucrative positions connected with the new regi* 
ment, and to allure de la Porte, the first secretary of the 
minister of niariae, by cutting down the estimates to the 
lowest figure. This courtly game was repulsive to Kalbes 
frank and open nature. He answered hu friend by saying 
that he was advocating a public meisure, in which he coveted 
nothing for himself except an opportunity of achieving mili- 
tary distinction, aud that he would not stoop to the röle of a 
flatterer or a suppliant. Preferring to renonnce his plan, 
and preserve his military honor, he led Paris in May, 1755, 
and returned to his garrison al Cambray, where, iu the lol- 
lowing year, he was promoted to a majority io his regiment. 
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^HE Seven Years' War, tbrou£;h whicii we are now to 



follow the ibrtunes of Major Kalb, will claim oar atten* 
tion in so far only as our hero was actively oonoemed id iL 

Neither in a personal nor in a political point of view do we 
find him in an enviable position. The ignominy and disaster 
of the French arms could not but throw a shade upon every 
officer, however individually brave and effective, and could 
not but embitter the pursuit of his prolt ssion. Moreover, a 
German could feel but little honor in finding himself arrayed 
against his country in the war which for the first time after 
more than a century of nati»tijal lmniili:ition, restored tlie 
pride of his people, and brought them back to the upu ir I 
course of political and intellectual progress. Much as Kalb 
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resented the former grievance, the iaÜueocca of the timee no 
doabt made bim perfeotlj callous to the latter; nor in ja»- 
tioe can he be made answerable for this his podtion in the 

French army. 

The practioe of taking service nnder the French flag 
must be considered in connection with the lamentable con* 
dition of the €krman people in the period intervening be- 
tween the middle of the seventeenth and that of the 
eighteenth century. Germany had well-nigh bled to death 
in the Reformation. It had vindicated the liberty of the 
individual judgment in matters of faith, but had failed to 
make the same principle the coruer-sloue of its political and 
social structure. The Thirty Years* War had broken down 
the power of the nation. The Peace of Westphalia but set 
the seal upon its imjtotence, which it perpt^ uiated by ac- 
knowledging the virtual sovereignty of the vassal of the 
buried empire. The petty princes thus emancipated from 
the control of the 'emperor, but too weak to defend them- 
selves, sought protection aud bupport jibroad, particularly in 
France, which, for the very purpose of bruising the strength 
of its neighbor^ constituted itself the guardian of what it 
called the German liberties ^ — a term intended to designate 
the privileges usurped by these petty magnates — and which 
thereby attained the dignity of arbiter in the affiurs of 
Europe. It was a natural incident of this system that the 
centralizing despotism of Louis XIV. was studiously imitated 
by the narrow- minded, puny, and brutal German satraps^ 
Paris and Versailles were the models, the potent influence 
of which speedily penetrated the inmost heart of Germany. 
French licentiousness and statecraft soon remained the only 
tics of union and accord between the divided and jealous 
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potentatea. The very German sovereigns wbo stickled so 
persistently for the indicia of rank and dignity at home, 
crawled in the dust before Louis XIV. and bis successor, 
took the wages of their degradation in large sums of ready 
money, and Tolnntarily abased themselves before the most 
insignificant French noblemeu. A conspicuous but by no 
means solitary instance ts foand in the beliavior of the elec- 
tor Charles Albert of Bavaria, afterward Charles VII., 
toward the Duke of Bellcislc, in whom he veneratod the 
creator of his good fortune, the arbiter of his fate/' 

Even after tbe inglorious issue of the Seven Years' War 
the German princes flocked to the standard of France, leav- 
ing their pride of place beliind them. All the German 
princesi sovereigns at home,*' says S6gnr in his Memoirs, 
** were treated as eqnals by the French nobility in Paris. 
No one ever heard of any distinction bcinj^ nmde between 
. Prince Max of Deuxpoots, tbe future King of Bavaria, 
and the French nobles who served with him, or kept his 
company." These princes of the empire forfeited their com- 
inisäiouä and their honor by refusing to acce])t a challenge 
from a needy French adventurer. The fondness of the 
French gentry for such encounters with their princely com- 
rades, and the equivocal renown achieved by some of the 
latter in accepting these opportunities^ are the theme of ex- 
tended narratives given by Sdgur of occurrences in tbe eighth 
decade of that century.* 

In the eyes of the men of Versailles, the peoples existed 
amply as objects of barter and trade by cabinets and di- 
plomatists. The arbitrary will of tbe prince was the su- 
preme law, the vivityiug and invigorating power of tbe 
State ; in sovereign ignorance of national conditions and na* 
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tiooal relations^ the moDaroVs selfish and parblind palioj 
sabverted the prosperity of his snbject», and respected no 

limit aod no law except his fancy and caprice. Between the 
deapotism of France and that of Germany, there was bat 
one distinctioii ; that, however, was an enormoos ona The 
former, an offshoot of the soil on which it c^rew, was nation- 
al, original, formidable, and of vast dimensions; the latter, 
foreign to the German mind in all its features » was a paltry 
and ridionlons earioatare. 

Like master, like man ; the difference between the sover- 
eigns found its counterpart in the difference between the 
nobilities of the two countries. In the days of Hutten and 
Sickingen the German barons had maintained their position 
as the natural champions of popular interests against the 
Increasing pretensions of the princes ; the absolute power of 
the latter could not fail to deprive the landed gentry of their 
independence, and to degrade them to the level ot courtiers. 
Cringing and subservient to those above them, snpereilioas 
and overbearing to the lowly, the entire class had become a 
parasitic plant upon the body politic, and the very best spe- 
cimens of the order were notiiing more than soulless tools in 
the hands of governmental power For the noble, as ibr his 
master, Paris was the sun round which the earth revolved ; 
he, too, was nothing but the thoughtless ape of French man- 
ners and customs, the hairbrained contemner of domestic 
affairs and domestic opinions. It was regarded as the height 
of erood fortune to have visited Paris and Versailles, and no 
honor was more coveted than that of seeing the French 
king. At home, the nobility had the monopoly of the amy 
commissions and oonrt charges ; but these were far from 
sufficmg for the maintenance of its numerous progeny, who 
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were therefore driven to look for dUtioctioD, repatation^ and 
^iDolomentB, iu the civil and military service of foreign 

countrieR. In fact, tlie class had ceased to have u country; 
the very idea bad come to be rated amon^^ the prejudices of 
the oanaille." The well-known C!ouDt Bonneval, a wretch 
without honor or shame, who trampled npon all the virtues 
that grace hamanity, who, after serviitg 6ucccssively in the 
armies of Franoe and of the Empire, forswore his fiiith and 
died as a Turkish pacha, spoke no% his own language merely, 
but revealed the sentiraents of his whole ui\ler, particularly 
of the German portion of it, when he wrote apologetically 
to Prince £agene of Savoy that he was " fiir from entertain- 
ing that love of country to which the common people addict 
tlieuißclves." 

For men of this description France was the goal of all 
ambition. Thronghout the past centory we find the princes, 

counts, and barons of tbe Empire in French livery. There 
were, in this service, a number of German regiments, partly 
raised in the German provinces of France, partly recruited 
from TKiiiN e Germans, and always commanded by German 
officers. In 1748 the foreign troops belonging to tbe French 
king numbered <^2,315 ; among them were no less than nine- 
teen German infantry battalions, with 625 officers and 17,* 
004 oi' the rank and file, and three regiments of cavalry, 
nombering 78 officers and 1,440 troopers, exclusive of the 
ihir een Swiss regiments^ of 806 officers and 17,940 enlisted 
men, tliousands of whom were Germans. Even in 1770, 
when this Btate of things was approaching its close, the 
Germans in the pay of France comprised eight regiments of 
foot with 448 officers and 12,032 privates, besides three cav* 
airy regiments of 96 officers and 2,520 men/ 



Digitized by Google 



22 



lälVK OF KALB. 



These fpi*eign troops were mamUiaed in pursuance of a 
weU*directed policy* **AdxIoiis us the foreign regimenta 
otherwise were to assimilate themselves to the French," says 
Eugene Fieffe, ** they always received the words of command 
in their own languages. Even in times of peace the ranks 
were kept better filled than those of the home levies, partly 
on account of the dilliculty ot* recruiting iu a foreign coun- 
try in time of war, and partly ou account of the importance 
of keeping the veterans who woald otherwise have enlisted 
under another flag. Their pay, too, was In- her. Many of 
these corps belonged to princes or foreign great lords, whom 
it was desirable to attach to the interests of France. In 
other respects these soldiers were subjected to the same or- 
ganization and discipline as the French regiments; In most 
cases they did excellent service, having the esprit de corps 
strongly developed, consisting to a large extent of old cam- 
paigners, and being in the iiuiids of <jfficers wlio were bom 
and died in the regiments. They were ao object of coustant 
solicitude to the Government, by whom they were regarded 
as their most reliable support, and as an invsluable counter- 
poise to the less pliant eieiuents of the army. The king and 
the princes frequently reviewed them, as a means of keeping 
Qp a personal intercourse with the colonels, to whom their 
visits were of course extremely flattering. On such occa- 
sions each of the princes was furoished with a little card, 
containing translations and explanations of the commands 
and manoeuvres. These cards were kept carefully concealed 
in the [»ulm of tlic hand or under the saddle." 

In Ealb's early days the disposition of the Germans to 
become French soldiers was particularly stimulated by the 
examples of two distinguished men, the Marshal Saxe, who 
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was oommsiid«F-m-Gliief| and Oonat Loewendal, who sabs^ 
qaently became Marsbal of France. As the political spirit 

of the ceutury waa rather cosmopolitaa than natioual, and 
as the military spirit of the time was peculiarly exempt 
from the sentiment of nationality, so the wars of that period 
were cabinet entLTprises, in which the weal or woe of the 
people was not at ail, or but very little coDsidcred. The 
German people, in particnlar, had become so innred to this 
passive rale, it was split into snob a host of petty sovereign^ 
ties, and so impoverished in ideals, in spirit, and in energy, 
that the members no longer acted upon a common principle 
of life, and few men ever gave a thought to matters outside 
of the sound of the villacje bell, or beyond the turnpike 
gates of the provincial dotnaio. 

Ad evidence of this deplorable state of things is found 
in the fact that when, in the American revolution, England 
hired tn»ops from Brunswick, Hesse, Anspach, Waldcck, 
and Zerbst, these poor conscripts never had a thought of a 
common country, and never opposed to the English, French, 
or Americans, any otlier fatherland than the little duchy or 
county which had sold them into bondage. I have perused 
at least ^y volumes of manuscript reports^ diaries, and letters 
relating to this enforced participation of the (iennan yeo- 
manry in the attempted subjugation of the British colonics, 
without ever once stumbling upon the use of the bare word 
"German.** ^'Forward, brave Waldeckers ! Hessian?, show 
yourselves wprthy of your ancient famel Down witii iho 
rebels, my doughty Brunswickers I " Such are the shouts 
addressed to their valor ; even when slighted, their common 
origin never occurred to them; lor these poor devils there 
was no Germany ^ they knew only their Waldeok, Bruns- 
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wick, or Zerbst snltans, except when called on to hurrah for 
tbe Eiiig of England, their liege lord by trade and barter. 

If^ then, the relation of master and servant was tbe only 
oi]e recognized in the eighteenth century, if the princes au«i 
lords of Germany never scrupled to bear arms against their 
country when tbdr interests prompted, if military honor and 
distinction were the ßole ambition of the suldier, how conl<i 
an individual be expected to entertain that sentiment of pa> 
triotism which can only spring from an appreciation of the 
value of citizenship, from an active and constant participa- 
tion in the aüairs of the coiuuiimity and the State? The 
best fruit of tbe Seven Years' War was the £iint revival of 
this feeling, and it was left for the present century to wit- 
ness its rcBtoration. 

The times, therefore, and those who brought them on, 
must bear the blame, if we find the German estranged from 
his native land. Let ns be thankful thai the return of na- 
tional pride and national honor has put an end to a state 
of things which drove thousands of Germans to fight against 
their country. 

At the period of Kalb*8 entrance into the French army, 
the brilliant monarchy of Louis XIV. was already tottering 
to its falL A German commander still achieved French 
victories, aii'I a large ])ortion of Germany was still in the 
tutelage of France; but the policy which respected notbini^ 
but the interests of the State was no longer pursued, and 
after the death of Cardinal Fleury (1743), the last statesman 
of the old school, the management of affairs became a mere 
appendage to the intrigues of the court and the oigies of the 
ktng^s mistresses. The first woric of this new power was an 
expensive and disgrucuiul war, iu wblcli the country had no 
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interest whatever, and which cost her most of her iuHucnce 
in the eounoils of Europe^ her naTy, and the greater part of 
her foreign colonies. 

It was no want of courage in the soldier or the subaltern 
that produced these reverses, but the miserable generalship of 
the creatures of Madame de Pompadour, who frittered away 
their time in petty bickeriogs, jealoosies, and debauchery, 
guided and controlled by nothing except the freaks of court 
intrigue. Wherever the French soldier was ander good 
leadership, wherever he had conBdence in his commanders, 
his conduct in this war was as good as in any other ; and 
there are instances of personal daring £t to stand beside the 
greatest in lustory. Frederick the Great himself appreciated 
tlK'ir courage, and remarked that under good generals they 
would have acliieyed as many victories as they sustained 
defeats under bad ones. 

The King of Prussia baffled the designs of his adversa* 
ries, and opened the war, in 175ö, by his unexpected irrup- 
tion into Saxony. France, also, had not calculated upon the 
commencement of hostilities earlier than the spring of 1757» 
for it was only in September, 1T.5G, that steps were taken to 
place the forces on a war tooting. Of the German infantry, 
three battalions of each of the Alsace regiments and two 
battalions of each of the regiments Bentheim, la Mark, 
Royal Sut'dois, Royal Kaviere, and Loewendul were raised 
from 400 to 680 men in the conrae of the winter, and at* 
tached to the Army of the Upper Rhine," which, number- 
ing 30,000 men, aiid cnmruanded by the Prince of Soubise, 
crossed the Rhine at Düsseldorf, and advanced in the direc- 
tion of Saxony* At the same time the Marshal d^Estr^e^ 

with 70,000 men, invaded northwestern Germany, and^ 
2 
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without eDCOuntenng any considerable opposition, occupied 
Cleve, Westphalia, East Friesland, and Uesae CasseL 

The French commander in this department proved de* 
cidedly superior to his antasjonist, the Duke of Cumberland, 
and defeated him on the 2(5th of July, 1757, at Hastenbeck. 
He was nnable, however, to follow np his saooesses, being 
recalled In consequence of a court cabal, and snpphinted by 
the Due do Richelieu. Tlie latter Jiu \ c the enemy to the 
const of the Nonli Sea, between the Elbe an<l the Weser, 
and then concluded the capitulation of Kloster Seven, which 
was repudiated by all parties. He directed his attention 
principally to the plunder of the cH'M(j[utred provinces, and 
derived but little benefit from the advantages obtained in 
the field. In September, while Richelieu, with the main 
army, advanced upon Magdeburg, the corps of Prince Sou- 
bise marched to £rfurt, where it fonued a junction with the 
troops of the Empire, and then pushed across Thnringia into 
Saxony, there to coöperate with the other enemies of the 
King of Prussia in surrounding him. Frederick, however, 
attacked Soubibe along the whole line ot' the Saale, and, on 
the 5th of November, 1757, inflicted upon him that ovei^ 
whelming defeat of Kossbach, a victory for the Prussians 
which be iuiined through all hislory. 

Kalb took part in this l)attlo. Iiis regiment belonged to 
the corps of the Due de Broglie, which was to have pre* 
vented the Prussians from crossing the Saale at Merseburg, 
but was driven back by the king after a gallant and honora- 
ble resistance. Victor Francois de Broglie (1718 to 1804), 
whom we shall have frequent occasion to mention in the 
course of these pages, was one of the ablest of the French 
captains o|' the day. jJoiuiui c^ils him the only French 
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general engaged in the Seren Years* War who approved him- 

sclf as capable on all occasions. Of course Kalb, like all the 
other officers, had to sufier by the inoompeteoce of Soabiae; 
bat, though tnyolTed in the general flight, his corps, togeth- 
er with that of Count St. Germain, had the merit of protect- 
ing the French army from total annihilatioo, and of making 
it possible for them to go into wmter quarters in the 
Wetteraw. 

If the moral impression produced by this battle upon the 
German people was even more important than its strategic 
molts, its deleterions efieots upon the French army, and es- 

pociully upon the Gcrjiiuu portions of it, were no less per- 
ceptible. The halo which had encircled the French arms m 
Germany for more than a century was thoronghly dissipated 
by the 5th of November, 1757. The mind of G^ermany 
broke the fetters of France, recognized its inborn vigor, and 
began to return to its own. Without Hossbach, Lessing 
and Kant would have continued to preach in the wilderness. 
Even tlie hunl-tibled hirelings who lived by selling tLcir 
lives for a soldier's pittance, now scorued the French ser- 
vice, and deserted in squads and platoons to the Prussian 
colors, where they found more honor and glory. Kalb him- 
sell" estimates the number of deserters at that time at no 
lets than ten thousand. During the winter of 1757 to 1758 
this defection assumed such proportions that the captains 
soon found it impossible to keep the number ol men dt for 
duty at the prescribed standard. 

The evil naturally gave rise to the most varied proposals 
of amelioration; but it was difficult, if not impossible, to 
strike at its root, as it was too intimately connected with 
the entire French military system of those times. A memo* 
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rial tabmitted to Kalb for his opinion proposed to take the 

business of recruiting out of the hands of the captains, to 
com)jinc all the Gertuau regiments into one organization, to 
eoQfiign the datj of canvassing for new soldiers for aU tbe 
twenty-one German battalions to a single offioer, and to se- 
lect one Bpot, as for instance Landau, for the establishment 
of a common depot for the reception and equipment of re- 
cruits, thereby securing not only cheaper and more reliable 
reinforcements, but also a better control over the soldiers 
detailed to the various regiments. Kalb regarded so radical 
a measure in tbe lace of the enemy as impracticable,* as it 
must wound the self-love and infringe the vested rights of 
the captains, and expose the German regiments to utter dis- 
organisation, lie showed that, under the 1^'rench military 
system, which, in this respect as in many others, eould bear 
no comparison with the Prussian, the captain was at once 
officer, broker, and capitalist, bound, for a certain price, to 
provide the king with a given number of soldiers, and in- 
terested in selecting the best recruits, as frequent desertions 
would soon brill 1^ him into debt, and even subject him to 
the ri>^k of bankruptcy. All the cheapness, then, which 
might be expected from the contemplated oentraliaation of 
the recruitmg service, must be counterbalanced by the cor* 
responding depravation in point of quality which was all 
the more certain to ensue, as tbe officer in charge of the 
station could never have the same interest as the captains, 
in confining himself to the most acceptable material But 
even adniittinsr that tbe plan wuuUl reduce the expense of 
recruiting and diminish desertion, it nevertheless proceeded 
on the assumption that the German regiments should cease 
to be separated by different traditions, rights, and customs, 
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and shonlcl all be ledueecl to a common lerel — a measure 

which would run foul ot* the jealous vii^ilance with, which 
each command watched over the pregervatior^ of its particu- 
lar oapitolations, thus making it impraolicabie at all times, 
and suicidal in time of war. 

It would seem that these well-founded objections fore- 
stalled eyen an attempt at retbrm. Matters remained nn- 
cbanged, or ratber tbe evil increased to sncb an extent tbat 
about tlic close of the vear 1738 I^elieisle, the minister of 
war, wrote to Marshal Coutade, directing him to fill up tbe 
waning ranks of tbe foreign regiments from tbe inbabitanU 
of the hostile countries.* Wbat made improyement almost 
hopeless was the evil example set the privates by the major- 
ity of tbe officers, wbo were in tbe babit of deserting their 
posts witbont any furlough, to indulge in tbe winter amnse- 
meutä of the capital. Every officer of higher rank did as he 
pleased, and subordination and discipline appeared to be en- 
tirely forgotten. 

We ai e not informed whether Kalb took part in all the 
movements of tbe Army of the Upper Rhine. In the year 
1758 we find no record of any remarkable event in bis life. 
It is reported tbat on tbe 13th of A f i ri 1 , 1 750, he was engaged in 
the victorious battle of Bergtn with his regiment, which was 
posted in tbe village itself, and gallantly aided in repulsing 
tbe first fnrioos onslangbt of tbe allies. In i960, tbe Loe- 
wendal reo^iment h a v in or been dissolved and divided among 
the regiments Anhalt and La Mark, Marshal Due de Broglie 
appointed Kalb assistant qnartermaster-general {aide mari- 
chai general des logis) with the Army of the Upper Rhine, a 
position he continued to occupy to the close of the war, and 
wbiob, eTOD before bis promotion to tbe rank of lieatenant- 
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colonel on the 10th of May, 1761, brought him into intiiiiate 
relattoofl with the commander-in-chieC Broglie had a apeoial 

prcierence for Kalb, and endeavored, by thus liiling him 
out of his regiment, to facilitate his adyancement in the 
amy, a design only frostrated by the early appointment of 
the duke himself to tlie supreme command. 

Henceforth, wIk rover we find the Army of the Upper 
Rhino» we find Kalb with it The daily reports of de la 
Valette, the eommi8sary*in-ehief of that army, copies of which 
are before me, show, that uDtil the coticiusiuo of peace Kalb 
was not missing from his post a single day. His dnties were 
of soeh a natore that it is almost impossible to make a nami* 
live of them. He distinguished himself not only by zeal and 
ponotoalityy but by knowledge and intelUgence, and made 
constant progress in the esteem and friendship of Maralial 
Broglie, as well as of his brother and sabordinate, the count 
of the same name. This intimacy weathered all the storms 
of the political horizon, and endured, as we shall find in the 
eeqnel, up to the latest hour of Kalbes life* He never after- 
ward took an imporiaut step without consulting the Brog- 
lies, and enjoyed their cordial sympathy in all his nndei^ 
takings. When, in oonsequence of the battle of Yellinghansen, 
the duke became embroiled with Soubise, and was displaced 
in his command by that minion of the Pompadour, Kalb testi- 
fied his regret and resentment of this injnstioe in so oneqniv* 
oeal a manner, as entailed npon him the avowed enmity of 
Soubise, which wua not long in finding expression. No sooner 
had the hero of Kossbaob resumed the command, than he 
undertook to remove Kalb— in whom he saw only the tool 
and spy of tlie Bruglies — from his post, and lu attach him, 
with the rank of major, to the Saxon corps then in the pay 
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of Fraace niider the Coant of Liuatia. Id tbio event Kalb 
iroold hare been dMcharged together with this oorps at the 
close of hostilities, which was daily expected, withoat any 
olaima of readmiaaion into the French army. Of conne he 
left Dot a atone untorned to escape enoh a consummation. 
He applied for a rnajuiiiy in one of the Geraiaii regiments, 
in the oontingeacy of the design of Sonbi^ being carried into 
exeoalion, and was prepared^ if even this resource shonld fiii]» 
to resi^ his commission. Fortunately for hira his immediate 
superiors. Generals de Vogue and do Salles ioterposed, and 
declared Salb's efficient services indispensable to their depart- 
ments.'* 

If these intercessions alone were not sufficient, they were 
seconded by more important events, bronght about by the 
carelessness of Sonbtse, which absorbed his attention to the 
entire oblivion of Kalb, who retained his post withouL lurther 
molestation. The French marshal, instead of obeying the 
instructions which confined him strictly to the defence of the 
portions oocnpied by Broglie, undertook to dispute the Duke 
Ferdiuand ot lirunswick's passage of the X>iemel, but sufiered 
himself to be surprised by the allies on the 24th of June, 
1702| on 'the banks of this river between Grebenstein and 
Wilbelmsthal, and to be driven, alter an inglorious defeat, 
under the very guns of Cassel. Ferdinand even compelled 
the French commander to evaenate Göttingen and MondeUi 
and to retreat behind the Fulda. 

This momentous battle of Wilbelmsthal, by wliich ail the 
advantages gained by de Broglie were sacrificed, was the 
hist important engi^ement in that quarter. Kalb shared in 
the disastei-s of the day, as is manifest by the responses of the 
Doo de Broglie and of a M. de la Gaiche, to whom he had 
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aeut a report of the defeat, which aofortaaatelj has DOt been 
proflerrecL Personally, however, he lost nothing, and waa 
even fortunate in keeping his basrgage, of which most of the 
French officers were robbe<l by the light troops of the allies. 
His courage and condact on this oocasion were rewarded by 
the order of merit, which had been established in 1759, and 
was bestowed upon Protestants in lieu of that of St. Louis, 
which only Catholics were allowed to wear. 

After the retreat from Hesse Cassel, the French bead- 
qnarters were again remoTed to Frankfort, in the walla or 
the vicinity of wliieh town Kalb was stationed to the end of 
the war. While the preparations for the (le[)artiire from. 
Germany were in progress, he supported and advocated the 
interests of a nmnber of the princely and noble families of 
the Wctteraw and adjoining provinces, who were entitled to 
oompensation for supplies furnished the French troops, or had 
other claims upon the French Government. Among others 
the Princes of Solms- Braunfels, Solms-Hohensolms, and 
tSohns-Lich, were ludcbted to his prompt action and useful 
advice for the collection of their demands and the retom of 
their advances. There is extant a thick bundle of letters» in 
which the gentry of the Wetteraw return thanks to Kalb, or 
commit their aüairs to Iiis keeping ; only one of all tiiese 
documents, however, throws a ray of light npon the existing 
state of distress and confusion in that part of Germany. It 
was written on the 18th of November, 1762, by the dowager 
Princess of Solms-Braunfels, by birth a princess of Birkenfeld, 
a woman of intelligence and patriotism. The news of the 
approaching peace which I read in your favor of the 9th 
instant,'' she says, " is mobt welcome in this part of Germany. 
We would have been still more fortunate if this joyful event 
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could have oooarred eight or nme weeks earlier. Now we 
are all mined. Proyisiooe are not to be bad, and lords and 

lieges are staggering uuder such a loud of debt, tliat fitly 
years will be required oulj to clear off the worst of the 
rabbisb. God grant that peace may be concladed in Silesia 
as speedily as here, so tliat all Germany may at last breathe 
fircely. Is it not our beloved country whose weal and woe 
are in question f It gives me great pleasure to see that yon, 
sir, take the same interest in its welfare.'' " 

Tbc negotiations relating to the liquidation of these claims 
were protracted to the year 1763. Without disrespect to 
Ka]b*8 memory, it is fair to presume that be did not lend bis 
important services to the parties interested without some 
compensation, and that the bujsiaess part of his functions in 
this matter was quite lucrative. Without some such conjec- 
ture it would be impossible to divine how a man originally 
without mean<^, should be found the next year marrying on a 
fortune of fifty-two thousand francs. 

On the return of the army to France, Ealb went into 
garrison in the then French fortress of Landau. 

a* 
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Kau Out or Bamcz^-JOArtkm m rat AwBAja RaotiCBrv.— Hi Gm 
fo Paris, but witboüt OnAiNuia a Nbw G<naassi<»i.<— Fütiub Er> 

PORTS— KaLd's BREOrnAL AMD MarRIAQK. — ^Hl8 PlCDlllAET ClRCim- 

«TAVCXS.— He IUcsioks axd Qo» to Lite ih tbb Cövmr. — Tkak 

ArrER HE Sekks an Appointmkkt in the PoRrooiTESi Arut. — CocsT 

William of T,im:-SciiAUMnrnn. — Brogi ik's Letter of iNXRont rriojf. 

— Vl.'^IT AT BrcKKnirUt;. — TlIK ri.AN IS KriSTRATKU. — SeCRKT MI'^SIO!« 

TO Amekica. — Its Natlkk. — Tmk I)ic pk Cmoiskül, his Craractkii 
AND Policy. — Düjtorbancks ik thk Knoli?» Culoniks or Amkkica. — 
CnoiSEüL Resolvks to Send Kalb Tmeuk. — His Previous Rklations 
TO the Dike. — Kalb First Assionkd to the Coast Scrvet. — Uis 
DSSTJNATIOX ALTBSKD.— QlS lN9TftUCtlO!Ww-~Hl8 DXPABTCRC HMt HOL- 

LAira-^FiB9r Rstobt ikox thb Hagub.— Fctktbbe Obdbbb.— Kau 
6018 TO LoNDOir, AND Thbncb TO Ajibrica. 

A T tlie return of peace, Kalb, as an officer of experience 



and acknoirledged ability, had every claim to bo 
promoted to the rank of colonel ; Devertheless^ one of the 
first measures adopted by the ministry in 1763, was the aboti* 
t ioii of Iiis oflice, which had been created only for the duration 
of the war. Under these circumstances it was fortunate for 
oar hero that in 1761, shortly before quitting the regiment 
Lucwcudal, he had jniiL-liascd a captaincy in the rec^ment 
Anhalt« Not withstanding his superior rank as lieuleuaui- 
colonel, and his services as assistant qnartermaster-general, 
""^i^he had been constantly reported by that regiment as in com- 
mand of one of its companies during the last three years of 
3e war. This precantion, so little consonant to our modem 
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Tiew« of military propriety, now stood him in good stead, 
eecuriiig him a safe though humblo retreat. 

For the present, theo, Kalb was only a captain, with the 
nnk of Uentenaat-oolunel ; bot, of coarse, he was little dis* 

posed to rest content with this subordinate position. Very 
justly reflecting that with a court where all advancement de- 
pended upon the personal &vor or caprioe of those in power, 
personal aolicitation was indispensable to success, he procured 
a furlough for six mouths and hastened to Paris, deteriniiied 
to aeoare a position oonunensarate with his rank in one of the 
foreign regiments. He applied to the Duo de Ohoiseal and 
the Prince Soubi.se, put his {icrsonal friends and late superiors, 
General Wormser, Saarfeld, and Vogue in motion, and en- 
deaTored to make interest with Dubois, the fnnotionary of the 
war department to whom t lie nomination of oÖicurs was 
intrusted. He received ou all hands the most unqualißed 
approbation of his serrices and the fiurest promises for the 
future ; but the professions were not made good, and the 
summer passed away without any change in Kalb'ü coudiüon. 
About this time a vacant lieutenant-colonelcy for which he 
made application, was bestowed upon an officer sustainiug 
more intimate relations to the minister. There were ruiaui d 
of a plan to appoint eight additional staff officers for each of 
the three amues of the kingdom, four of each of the eight to 
be assistant quartermasters-general. Kalb solicited the recom* 
meudatiou of the Marquis dc Castries, who pledged him his 
support for one of these positions, and made every effort in 
his behalf; but the plan was never earned out, and our hero 
had garnered up an additional disappointiiieol. 

Weary of hope deferred and thoroughly tired of his 
fratUesB stay at Poriai althongh his fnrlongh lasted till Octo- 
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ber, ho was oo the point of returumg to the provinoe and 
assaming the oomnuuDid of bis oompanj, when an aoexpeet- 
ed turn in hia priTAte affiiirs put an end, for the time) to hia 

ambitious schemes. This sudden event was his betrothal, 
shortly followed by his marriage with Anna Elizabeth 
Emilie van Bofaai&" 

Among KalVa nnmerons aoqaaiDtaDoes dating from hie 
then stay at the capital, was that of M. Peter van liobais, 
formerly a cloth manafaoturer at Abbeville, bat who had re* 
tired from bnsinesa for several years. He was the g^randson 
of a Hollander whom Colbert had indnced to settle in 
France, and whose deserts in improving the cloth manufac* 
tare of France had been rewarded by Louis XV. with a 
patent of nobility. The bosiness established by him rapidly 
became one of the most extensive in the country, and not 
only laid the foundation of a large patrimony^ but proved a 
source of abundant income to his descendants. Peter van 
Robais, since making over the factory to his son-in-law, lived 
with his wife and the above-named younger daughter in 
plain, but comfortable retirement at Courbevoye, near Paris. 
It was probably the community of religions persuasion — 
both being Protestants — whieh first brought him in contact 
with Kalb. The latter soon became a welcome frequenter of 
his house, and still more quickly won the heart of the young 
lady, who is represented as accomplished, sprightly, and 
beautiful, and who plighted him her troth in the winter of 
1763 to 1764. The wedding took place on the 10th of April, 
1764, the marriage ceremony being performed in the Ptotes- 
tant chapel of the Dutch legation. This union proved to be 
one of the happiest ever known. In niarlvod contrast to the 
dissolute maimers of the time, Kalb lived exclusively for his 
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fiunily, while bis wife, in her tum, was no less devotedly 
atteehed to lier hnsbend than flolicitons of the welfkre of her 

children. The warmth of this attachmcul remained an- 
altered to the bonr of Kalb*s death, and his last letters tc 
his wife breathe the same fervor which had inspired the first 
and all the others. Even the pecuniary circumstances of the 
new family were, from the first, all that could be desired. 
While Kalb himself conld only contribate his pension and 
52,000 francs, his bride, in addition to a rich trousseau, re- 
oeived 135,370 francs; and in 1767, atter the decease of her 
parents and grandparents, she inherited the homestead at 
Ck>nrbevoye and 205,406 francs, a fortune still further in* 
creased iu 177G, when the death of some collateral relatives 
brought her other real estate and 84,000 francs in money ; so 
that the entire property of husband and wile must have 
amounted to about bait' a luillion of francs, or a hundred 
thousand dollars, a sum which, tor those times, was very 
eonsiderable, I have been particular in extracting these 
estimates from the official calcnistions and distributions be- 
fore me, because they constitute the best i*ef\itation to tiie 
snrmises ooeasionally thrown out in the United States, that 
Salb took service under a foreign flag for the benefit of his 
exchequer. 

Under the circumstances it was but natural for Kalb to 
give up his company and to remain at or near Paris with his 

young wife in- the neighborhood of her parents. He aban- 
doned his former projects, and was glad to retire in 1764 
upon his pension as lieutenant-colonel 

This voluntary repose, however, was destined to be of 
short duration. A year had not elapsed aince his marriage 
when Kalb, tiied of inaction, made another vigorous efibrt 



Digitized by Google 



38 



LtFS OV KALB« 



to enter into service* Tbe celebrated Count William of 
Schaiimburg-Lippe, reared in the martial ecbool of Frederiok 

the Great aud tbe Duke ot iSnniswiek, who, during the clos- 
ing yean of tbe Seven Yeare* War bad serred in Portugal, 
and had encoeeefully repulsed the invasion of the SpaniardSy 
had returned to Germany in 17Ö4, charged, among other 
thiugSy with raising three German regiments for the Porta- 
gnese serviee, to prepare for the apprehended return of hoe- 
tilities. Kalb at once resolved to öfter the Portuguese field* 
marshal bis services as Brigadier, in the hope ot retumingi 
after a few snccossful campaigns, to the French army as a 
general. His old patron, the Due de Broglie, a personal ao- 
quaintance of Count Williamp approved of Kaib's design, 
and not only gave htm a warm letter of recommendation 
himself, but procured him another from the English general, 
Robert Gierke,** who was on terms of intimate friendship 
with Count Lippe. 

Lieutenant-colonel de Kalb,*' says Broglie, ^ is one of 
the best and most efficient officers of my acquaintance, and 
as expert in the details of the Hervice as versed in the 
science of war. In tbe late war I have found him extremely 
nseftd and reliable, and can recommend him unqualifiedly as 
an excellent general." "M. de Kalb,'' wrote the duke's 
brother, tbe Count de Broglie, at tbe same time, " went 
through the whole of the late war with me as assistant 
(juurui iiiaster-gcneral, and is de'ser\ inij^ of your |)ro:ection 
in the highest degree. To what my bmilicr lias writiten iu 
reference to him I can only add that de Kalb is an officer no 
less intelligent and well-informed than brave and indefatiga* 
ble. I doubt whether you could find a more fitting man for 
tbe organization and instruction of your troops. It is neithor 
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the woat of means nor the desire of riches that prompts Lieu 
tenant-colonel del^Ib to seek service ahroad. His circum- 
stances are very good, but he craves a ooDgeDial occupation, 
bia piesent InaotiTity having become insapportable to him." 

Aimed with these weighty recommendation^ Kalb left 
for Bückeburg in the beginning of Maich, ITtia, in company 
of a M. de Trevisany, and presented himself to Coant 
William on the 16tb day of the same month. His reception 
was most cordial ; the count did Iiis utmost to induce the 
Fortu<;ucse Goveromout to make the appointment, but the 
negotiations, after being protracted for two years, fell to the 
pronnd, because the pending dtfficnities were peacesbly ad- 
justed, contrary to expectation, and the idea ol enlisting 
foreign troops renonncnd. Alter his retam in 1706, Kalb 
even conoeived the design of going to Lisbon himself to 
speed his suit, but was stroiiixly dissuaded hy Count Lippe, 
and desisted. When the latter repaired to Lisbon by way 
of Paris in 1767, Ealb had already left France for the Hagne 
on a secret mtf)iiiion intrusted to him by the Due d<« Ohoisenl. 

Xiiti tajsk thus imposed upon our hero introduced him to 
the labyrinth of European |K>Utics, and tnmed bu fortunes 
mto a direction in which they were destined to continno 
through life. To enable us to tuiiou birn intelligently it wiU 
be necessary to enter into a somewhat d<»taiied eaamination 
of the plans of the French minister, with particular reference 
to his attitude toward the Entrlisli Government. 

The Duo de Choiseul (17 lU to 1785} having distinguished 
Inmself as French Ambassador at Rome and at Vienna, be- 
tween 1753 and 1758, had assumed the reins of government 
toward the close ol the latter year. Although mainly indebt- 
ed for his elevation to the favor of Madame de Pompadour, he 
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was yet one of the greatest if not the greatest French statea 
man since the days of Riehelien. The latter achieved his 

diplomatic and political triumphs at the rising tide of the na» 
tional power, and while the monarchy was scaling the pinnacle 
of European sapremacyv while the admlnistration of the latter, 

from 1758 to 1770, coincides with the national decay and tho 
waning authority of the sovereign; but this very palpable 
difference must not prevent nsfirom doing justice to the great 
qaalities and eminent merits of either. Choisenl directed 
against England the same untiring zeal, the same iron forti- 
tnde» and the same comprehensive energy which Richelieu had 
exercised to break the power of Austria. If success did not 
always rc\\;iid his clforts, the fault was not so much in tho 
intrepid statesman as in the altered state of political affairs. 
Almost in the same year in which Choisenl assnraed the direc- 
tion of the French Government, the triumph of British 
supretoacy on land and sea was achieved on the battle-fields 
of Germany and on the heights of Quebec. The constant aim 
of Pitt and of those who had succeeded him in office, to hum- 
ble the Bouibons at any cost, and to reduce thera to the 
former limits of their power, was at last accomplished. At 
the peace of Paris (1763), France lost all her possessions on 
the American continent, retaining only her Newfoundland 
fishery and two little islands, which were not to be garrisoned 
with more than fifty men ; she was driven from her conquests 
on the Ghinges and her advantageous positions on the Senegal, 
and was even compelled to look on while England snatched 
the whole of Florida from the grasp of the Spaniards to pun- 
ish them for their French alliance. The cabinet of Versailles 
had lost credit at home and abroad ; the army, by a succession 
of defeats, bad forfeited its ancient lame. The navy and the 
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foreign eommem of the oountvy had almost oeaaed to exist 
'Even the coasting trade was languishing; the ft^ remaining 

craft Imddled in the ports, and almost dreaded to navigate 
the Meditemmean. Against an enemy tbos powerful and thus 
implacable^ who knew neither fear nor fevor, who welcomed 
and fostered as England's gain ev( i y incident and every bar- 
gain fraught with injury to Franco — against such a foe but a 
single course was open to a French minister who understood 
his position : it was, to direct all the arras and all the policy, 
all tlie spirit and enterprise of his people asx'iinst the inlerestH 
of £ngland. From the first day of his official life Choiseui 
acted up to hb appredation of this necessity. As ambassador 
he had essentially advanced the schemes of the Abb6 Bemis 
for a French alLianoe with Austria ; on assuming the ministry 
of foreign aflkirs^ it was one of his first acts to prepare 
and subsequently (in July, 1761) to conclude the so-called 
Bourbon family compact, a defensive and offensive alliance of 
France with Spain, Naples, and Parma, the whole drift of 
which was hostile to England« ChotsenPs next <)l)ject was 
the restoration of the French navy, and the resumption of the 
struggle for the mastery of the seaa. £re many years had 
elapsed, a splendid navy of uxty-four line of battle-ships and 
thirty-six friiratcs, commanded by distinguished leaders such 
as Bougainville, and manned with sturdy tars and an excellent 
corps of marines, was awaiting the return of the war which, 
this time, promised to break out in America. 

In the English colonies of this c^^uitinent, the attempts of 
the mother country to exercise the power of taxation over 
them had produced great discontent and indignation. The 
enormous debt of the United Kingdom, greatly increased in 
the course of the Seven Years' War, seemed to make it neces« 
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■arji as even Pitt had propoeed to raise oontriboUons from the 
oolonies. Not long after the oondnidon of peace, on the tSd 

of March 1705, the ürciiville ministry pro cukmI the p lisa^^e 
of the Stamp Act, which was inteDded to go into foroe oo the 
1st of November of the same year« but which was praotieallj 
annnlled by the obstinate resfatanoe of the oolonists, and was 
lormally repealed on the 28th of March, 1768. It was on thia 
oooasion that the first symptoroa of colonial insabordination 
attracted attention on the other ade of the Atlantic, magnified 
Ly tlio distance, and exaggerated by the voice of rumor. No 
one welcomed them more cordially than ChoiseuL HereU^» 
lore he had endeavored to make np for the ground lost in 
America and the East Indies by stimulating the prosperity of 
the French Antilles, and extending the influence ot France in 
the Mediterranean. In oonseqaence of his measares St. 
Domingo, Ghiadaloupe, and Martinique began to develop thar 
immense resources, and to attain an incalculable importance 
to the mother country, £v6r since 1768, his emissaries, 
among whom was Bnmouriez, who became so notorious m 
the French revolution, had labored to extend the sceptre 
of France over the island of Corsica, which, like Canada, pro- 
duced the most excellent ship timber^ and which promised to 
furnish a safe harbor and a convenient entrepot for the Le- 
vantine trade. In the ports of the other African States his 
agents were no less indefatigable in enlarging the sphere of 
his influence. The importance of these operations in the Ii^ 
vanto was still further enchanced by the circumstance that the 
manulUctories of Languedoc had engaged largely in the pro- 
duction of Londres," a fabric of the sale of which England bad 
hitherto enjoyed a monopoly in these regions. The increased 
number of counting-ho uses in Asia Minor« Syri% and Palestins^ 
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of ooorse iwed the standing of the French oonsulatee. At 
the same time Chotseal was intent upon the plan, resumed, a 
geoeralioa later, by Napoleon, oi bringing £gypt under 
French aDzerainty* mainng it the base of operations for 
expeditions in the Mediterranean and Indian Seas, hy which it 
was intended to expel the English from the coast of Coro- 
mandel and the shores of the Ganges, and to lend a yigoroos 
support to the operations of Hyder AIL" French officers dis- 
ciplined the Siillan's troops, and improved lh(^ organization 
of the Turkish army; French emissaries fomented Iiostilities 
•gunst England in the East Indies; nor were the £irthest 
East and the remote West more closely watched, than the 
courts and embassies of Europe. In short, there was not a 
single point where the wary and alerf minbter bad not his 
agents, spies, and instruments for the aggrandizement of 
France and the injury of England. 

As was to be expected, the perplexities in which Great 
Britua was inToWed by the dispute with her American 
colonies, interested Ohoisenl in the highest degree.** Here 
was the vuLuerable point where he could hope to wound the 
hated adversary, here was a rest for the lever with which 
to unseat him, here was the long-desired opportunity of 
restoring France to her former influence and her position of 
arbiter in the councils of Europe. The earliest rumors of 
the resistance of the Americans to the efforts of the mother 
country to raise revenue from them, had no sooner pene* 
trated to the French cMpital (17G4), than Cboiseul scut au 
agenty in the person of M. de Pontleroy, on a tour of observa- 
tion, from which the latter returned in the year 1766, brinc^- 
ing the most favorable reports of what he Lad beard and 
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He described the land as rich in all the productiona of 
tbe Boil» eapeoially gmin and iron; lie enlarged upon iti 
inexbaastible stock of timber and its spaetous harbors ; be 

represented the inhabitants as enterprising, as rapidly im- 
proving in wealth and numbers, and as thoroughly conscious 
of their strength. The English troops were fonnd to be 
scattered OTcr the country in small detachments, so as to be 
able to accomplish very little. It was suggested that even 
England ooold not but be in the imminenoe of a reyolation, 
which, indeed, she bad herself accelerated in annexing 
Canada, and thus relieving her colonies of the iear of a 
French invasion. 

This flattering report was corroborated by the proud 
answer of the Assembly of Massarhnsetts to the royal 
fifovernor, by the bold demands of the colonies, by the revolu- 
tionary speeches of Patrick Henry, by the circumspect but 
decided attitude of James Otis, and by the opposition of the 
Amerioan people to the measures of the British ministry. 
In all this there was reason enough to supjiose that the day 
of reckoning, and the hoar of England's humiliation, had at 
last arrived. 

The further progress of events in America, though far 
from rapid, was steadily adverse to the interests of the 
mother country. The colonies disputed the right of Parlia> 
ment to lay taxes, and declared, as early as 1766, that the 

svill of" tiie people is the final and only source of supremo 
power. It was especially the resistance of Massachusetts 
and New York which exasperated the English cabinet, and 
beeame the subject of a heated debate in the House of Lords 
toward the end of March and the beginning of April, 1767. 
" Let us deliberate no longer," cried Charles Townsend 
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^ let oa act with vigor, now, while we can call the ooloDies 
onra. If yon do not, they will very soon be lost for eren*' 

The atriinonions tone of the discussiou, the overwrow<]^ht 
coloring of the oppoi^ition oücred to the crown by the colonics, 
and the dread, partly real and partly affected, of the break- 
ing ovt of actual hoBtilittes, professed by the Parliaraent and 
the ministers, combined to mislead Choiseul into the belief 
that the great American insurrection was at hand. And yet 
the tax on tea was not Toted before the 15th of May, 1767* 
If he anticipated llie fulfilment of his wishes by eii^ht years, 
tbe error was highly pardonable iu one unacquainted with 
the tenacity of Anglo-American forbearance, and with the 
centrifugal tendencies of these new settlements, nnsnited In 
every respect to revolutionary action. But from this time 
Choiseul sought in every quarter accurate accounts of the 
progress of opinion in America, alike in the writings of 
Franklin, the rei)ort8 current among the besl-informed 
merchants, and even in New England sermons, from which 
curious extracts are to this day preserved among the State 
Papers of France. His judgment on events, though biassed 
by national hatred, was more impartial and ulear than that 
of any British minister who succeeded Shelbume* 

In order to sid all vague and extravagant rumors, and 
ascertain the real state of the cnso, Choiseul resolved once 
more to send an agent to America, and selected for that 
purpose tbe subject of this memoir, who, after a retirement 
of several yeai-s, had been reintroduced to the minister, some 
months before, bv the intervention of the Prince Soubise. 
At tbe close of the year in the confident expectation 
of a rupture with England, Choiseul had increased the 
complement of the regiments, and placed the northwestern 
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cout in a ttat« of defence. These memntfee called for the 

appointment of additional eugiueers uud äiaü-officcrs, and 
the formation of a ne«r staff for the northern departmenU 
Kalb was designed for one of these positions, and waa 
charged, in the first instance, with the snnrey of the frontiers, 
under General Bourcet, "You are hereby informed," wrote 
Choisenl to Kalb from Yersaiiles, the 20th of April, 1767, 
^that his Majesty baa included yon among the list of oiBoers 
who are to be employed this year in the survey of the 
country. You will visit the coast from Dunkirk t(^ Calais, 
and take np your headquarters in the firstpnamed of these 
towns. Yon will there reoeiTe, from the paymaster of the 
forces, five hundred fniiics lor the duration of your services. 
I rely upon receiving accurate reports of the execution of 
yonr mission. 

Kalb repaired to Versailles on the 22d of April, to receive 
the minister's final instructions. He was not a little aston- 
ished to be told by M. Dubois, the chief clerk of the minis- 
try of war, that his destination had been altered in the 
mean time, and that the duke*s private secretary, M. Appony, 
was directed to draw up special instructions for a secret 
mission to America, on which Kalb was to be appointed. 
Dubois therefore advised him to see A]>pony before waiting 
on the minister. The secretary communicated to Kalb tlie 
instructions ho had writ ten at ChoiscuFs dictation, which were 
soon after handed him by Dubois. They read as follows : 

1. M. de Kalb will repair to Amsterdam, and there direct 
his particular attention to the rumors in circulation about the 
English colonies. Should they appear to be well founded, 
he will immediately make preparations for a journey to 
America. 
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^ 2. On faU amrali be will ioqaire into the intentions of 
tbe inhabitants, and endeavor to ascertain wbetiier they are 

in need of good cngiucLTs and artillery officers, or other in- 
dividuals, and whether ihcy should be supplied with them. 

3. H« will inform himself of their llicilitiee f»r proooring 
supplies, and will find out what quantities of mnnitions of 
war and pro vi«« ions they are able to procure. 

4. He will acquaint himself with ^he greater or lesser 
strength of their purpose to withdraw from the English 
Goveruinent. 

** 5. He will examine their resources in troops, fortified 
places, and forts, and will seek to discoTer their plan of re- 

Tolt, and the leaders who are expected to direct and con* 
trol it. 

^ 6. Great reliance is placed in the intelligence and address 
of M* de Ealb in the pursuit of a mission requiring an un- 
common degree of tact and blire\vdjie>s, and he is expected 
to report progress as o(lten as possible." 

Kalb at first showed rery- little inclination to accept this 
delicate commission. lie started various objections, and 
dwelt particularly on the uumberleas diAiculties growing 
out of bis total want of preparation for such a journey. 
Without combating these arguments, Dubois referred him 
to the Due de ChoiseuL 

"Bo not decline the mission with which I have intrusted 
you,** said the latter. ^ I know that it is difficulty and re- 
, quires j^reat sagacity. But I have fixed my choice upon you 
aHer much deliberation, and know that you will see no rea- 
son to regret it. Ask of me the means which you think ne- 
cessary for its execntion ; I will furnish you with them all." 
Kalb hesitated no longer, the minister having given him 
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time to aiTUDire his private affairs, and allowed bim to post* 
poue bis departure to the end of May. Oa the 2d of that 
month he was already funiished by Cboueul witb his pass- 
portS) to Holland in the first instance, with twelve hundred 
francs for his travelling expenses, ami with letters of intro- 
duction to the Ii*reDcb ambassadors at the Hague and at 
Brussels, and was directed to Iftrward all despatches through 
their hands, and to enclose secret comnninications to the 
duke separately sealed, in his otficial reports. He lett for 
Holland in the beginning of June, and dated his first report to 
Cbpiseul from the Hague, the 15th of July, 1767, as follows: 
**To inform myself of all the occurrences in the Amci ican 
colonies, I have now visited all the seaports of Holland 
without being able to come to any definite conclusion as to 
the state of aflblrs in that quarter. The English glye out 
that hostilities are entirely at an end, in consequence of the 
repeal of the stamp act and the other obnoxious measures; 
but this may be said for effect, and to conceal the actual 
condition of things. Two or thn« days ago I conversed 
with a German who has been settled in Pennsylvania these 
fifteen years, and who is now recruiting fresh colonists. By 
his account, agitation is so far from being allayed that but a 
very trifiini^ ]>rovocation would suffice to drive the malcon- 
tents into open revolt. The provincial assembly, he says, 
have resolved to maintab their privileges at any cost ; and 
twenty thousand English troops, widely scattered over the 
country, could hardly cope with the forces at the disposal of 
the colonibU, which number four Iniiuired thousand militia, 
and could easily be increased. The Germans of this and the 
neighboring provinces alone — continaea my informant--inde- 
peudcutly of the numerous Irishmen living there, can raise 
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sixty tboQSADd men, nor is there any lack of means for the 
defence of the liberties of the country. As to other reeonr- 

ces for the successful conduct of the war, this man could 
give me do information. Indeed, I am only repeating bis 
nasertiona, witboat being conyinccd of their tmtb. 

I therefore await yonr oopftnands, Monseignenr, to be- 

lake myself to Philadelphiii or some other point in the colo- 
meij and report to you in reference to all the heads specified 

t r 

m my letter of jnstractions. It should be observed that the 
Engliüh colonies, or rather the mercantile companies who 

have large interests there, continue to solicit colonists in 
Germany, in public and in secret, as before. I have seen 
twelve hundred of these emigrants at Rotterdam, travelling 
from Cologne by way of Maestrieht and Hensogenbofich, as 
they w(Te cut off from the libine, because the King of Prus- 
sia has forbidden them to pass through his dominions. These 
people have been shipped in four vessels, two of which have 
set sail, while the remainder are only waiting for lui! _ra^o." 

Soon ait er the despatch of this letter news arrived Irom 
America which announced a more peaceful state of feeling 
as having resulted from the concestuons made by Great 
Britain, and which pointed to the probability of a truce be- 
tween the inothtr country and her colonies. Kalb there* 
fore regarded a longer sojourn in Holland as super- 
fluous, and wrote on the 11th of August for further instruc* 
tions. 

" As it is possible, and even probable,^' answered Clioiscul, 
£rom Compiegne, the 19th of August, ^Uhat this quiet will 
not be of long duration, it is the will of His Majesty that you 

should make iinniediate preparatiuus fur a speedy tour t*> 

America, in order to satisfy yourself by personal inspection 
3 
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as to the condition of the country, its harliors, ships, laud 
forces, resources, weapons, munitions of war, and provisions^ 
in shorty as to the means at oar command if disposed, in case 
of a war with England, to make a diversion in that direction. 
You will adopt the greattsl precautions iu sending rae your 
report, and will, immediately upon your arrival, inform me 
where to direct snch letters as I shall have occasion to write 
you." 

In obedienco to this order Kalb quitted the Hague for 
London about the close of September, 1767, after having 
spent the greater part of the month in writing ont for Ohoisenl 
a rt'port in reference to such subjects of France as the Russian 
Government had induced to settle in its territoricB. On the 
1st of October he writes from London, I arrived here after 
a short, thougli stormy passage. The packet boat from Fal- 
mouth to New York does not leave, as I was told in Holland, 
on the lirst, but OQ the secon<l Saturday of every month; so 
that I could not go by that line before the 10th of October, 
I prefer, therefore, to take the merchantman Hercules, Captain 
Horamet, which sets sail from ( iraveseiitl to-morrow for Phila- 
delphia. I shall report as soon as I can do so with any secu- 
rity* Be so good, Monseigneur, as to send your commands 
and answers In the same (my) cypher to Madame de Ealb; 
she will forward them to me in pursuance of directions 
already given, and still to be given. It is hoped that these 
letters will be less likely to arouse the suspicion and curiosity 
of the various correspondents and agents, of whose services 
I must necessarily avail myself, la coDolusiou, Monseigneur, 
I would recall to your mind the promises kindly made me on 
my departure from France, beseeching you to be a ftther and 
protector to ni^* wife and childi cu ii it bhuuld bu wriiLcu iu 
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tbe book of 6te that the journey upon which I am setting oqI 

nbould lead directly to my final resting-|>laco." 

Kalb went on board of the Hercules on the 4th of Ooto« 
ber. Ibe voyage to Philadelphia — long, perilous, and fraught 
with hardships beyond all preoedent even for those times— 

k&ted uuui tbe I2il ui Januarj, l^i^B. 
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▲BO Irtbbkal iBPTrmr or Nbw Eboland.— Kalb ooks to Hautaz. — 
Its Harbob.«Thb Ibtbmdkd Jodbmbt Acrobb Lakc Csaiiplaib Gitbb 
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TinufB TO Europe from New York, end or Apbil, 1768. — ^Abbitbb at 
DovFR ON titf: 1st op .TrNF, AND AT Paris on the ISth. — His Attdiesxe 
wiTU Ciioi.sKUL 13 Dklavki».— Kaj.b's Estimate or the ENcr isn Ke- 
sorRCKS !s rr»Nsini:iiKi) KxrnAVA<i A.NT hy trk Misistkr. — ^Kalo Si-bmits 
Wf.kkly Tk.\n>:i..mion< OF His Lettkhs AM) Newspat-kks from Amkr- 
ICA. — Ills Mlüuuial Of Alocst 6, 1768. — Si M MARY i)¥ Kalu's Ori.N- 
losB. — Thky Corkespond with those op thk Most Able and Bf.st Is- 
roRMED OF nis Contemporaries. — TowAKi>TiiE Close of thk Ykak 17C3 

CBOUBITL'b IllTBBBR IV KaLB ABD BI8 KePORTS ON AMXBICA DiMIS- 

nass.— CoBsiCA ABSOBBBBta Attsbtiob. — Oboesivl'b Pla:i8 ib Bboaxs 

TO SpAIB.«>FiM1MI FaOLT with KaLBVi RBrOBB AB PBBllATUBB.»AiBI6B8 
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Hin A RKWAft» AKD PkoMiav HiM ▲ BuoAoiu*fl CoMHinioir.— Cooi* 
■bol's fill. — ^Calb*b tanas tnmn HtsDmconov.— PoLinoALSitirA* 
noir I« QssTEftAL.— Tmnotis SuBmuumT Birirn fRB DntoiiB or 



^ ^ by the adoptian and repeal of the stamp act, instoad of 
being allayed, had been oonBiderably angmentedby the tax 

on tea voted in May, 170J, by tbe l^cw York billeting act, and 
the force bill. It was just in January, 1768, that Massachu- 
setts renewed her agitation against the home goyeroment, 
and invited all the colonies to coöperate in convening a con*' 
grass, which was to obtain a certain and speedy redress of 
grievanoea. 

Let us now bear Kalb*s opinion of tbe state of things, * 

without forgettincr that as a strangerin a foreic^n hind it was * 
only by degrees that he could acquire au uuderataudiug of 
what was going on around him. 

^ I am beginning to study the matters relating to my 
commissiou," such is the literal import of his first letter to 
Choiseal, written the Idth of January, 1768, three days ailer 
his arrival at Philadelphia, ^ and am in a fair way to pro- 
cure reliable intonnution as to the discontent ])rotlu('tMl in 
the colonies by the passage of the stamp act* This aü'air is 
very iar from being adjusted. It is not tbe case, as was 
alleged in Holland, that the repeal of the act was voluntary 
on the part of the Goverumeut; on the contrary, although 
each province has its own separate and distinct assembly, 
they all refosed to acquiesce in the measure with the same 
decision and uftanimity as if they had jointly deliberated 
upon their liuc of action. Some, it is true, were more violent 
than others, but the substance of each refusal was the same* 



IIEN Kalb landed in America, the excitement caused 
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Tbe most Ttoleot of these proyineial asaemblies were those 

of Boston and Philadelphia, where the commissioners of the 
new impost were even threatened in their persons. Boston 
has promptly renouneed all oommereial intercourse with 
London, refuses to import any more wares, and expresses a 
iieterniination to content itself with the productions and do- 
mestic iabrios of the country. The women even discard tea 
and foreign sugar, and we are constantly told of the activity 
of tbe S|)innin2^-wheels, which have been at work, ever since 
the promulgation of the act, to supersede the use ol* English 
linens. With the same objeot the women have resolved to 
dispense with silks and articles of luxury, until their own 
country shall be in a condition to furnish tiitiu. The ques- 
tion IB how long they will adhere to this resolution. I do 
not believe that Philadelphia will adopt the same policy. 
Although the youngrrst of t)ie chief towns of the north, it is 
the wealthiest and most luxurious. Besides, the provincial 
assembly of Pennsylvania has evinced greater moderation in 
this respect. For the moment it is difficult to tell what the 
end will be. All depends upon the policy of the court, 
which promises to be a conciliatory one, as the advantage 
derived by the British people from their connection with the 
colonies is too great to permit the Government to stop short 
of any efforts to preserve this invaluable magazine of raw 
productions, and this most profitable market for its manu- 
factures. 

" During the last outbreaks the troops have treated the 
inhabitants with much greater circumspection than before, 
while the commanders have been most careful to avoid any 

cause of irritation. The eoniiuunding general, who has 
power to convene the estates of each proviucei to preside over 
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tbem, and to süpprees all attenapts to impair Üie authority 
of the laws, pretends to ignore all the libels and pasquils 
which have appeared in public, and the names of the authors 
of which are in ereryhody's month. This oircomstanoe in- 
daces me to suppose that the court haTc given orders to this 
effect, aud have intended nothing but a simple experi- 
ment. 

The present oondiüon of the colonies is not such as to 

enable tbem to repel force by force ; but their value to the • 
"mother country is their beat safeguard against any violation 
of their real or imaginary privileges. I haye not yet found 
time to inform myself as to their troops and other warlike 
resources, but am on the point of making a tour through all 
the proTinces, and to open correspondence at all important 
points, in order to enable myself to acquaint you more fully 
with all matters of interest. 

If you hnvc any commands for me^ be pleased, Monseig' 
neur, to have them written in the same cypher, and sent to 
my wife, who has the necessary directions for forwarding 
tliem. 

^ Hie remoteness of this population from their centre of 
government makes them free and enterprising ; bnt at bottom 

they are bnt little inclined to shake off the ^]IlL^li^^l^ sunrrni- 
acy with the aid of loreign powers. Such an alliance would 
appear to them to be fiaught with danger to their liberties. 
Their taxes are very light ; indeed, with the exception of the 
duties on imported good^, they amount to almost nothing. 
The crown has even relieved the colonies of the support of a 
regiment of four thousand men, so that now all the troops 
statione 1 in the colonies are in the pay of EiiLrland. This 
policy is evidently necessary under the circumstances. The 
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troops are freqaently cbaDged, every regiment bebg recalled 
after the lapse of three years, and replaced by another. 

**In case of an insurrection the colonists would have 
nothing but their militia to depend upon, which, though 
very numerous, is not in the least disciplined On the other 
hand, the immense extent of the country, the want of ready 
money, the discord araon^ the governors of the various prov- 
inces, all independent of each other, present great obstacles 
to the formation of an army, and the speedy opening of hos- 
tilities in the rcspecti^e ncigbbui hoods. The odium in 
which the ilousu of Commons is held, is only equalled by 
the popularity of Pitt. He is called the defender of liberty, 
becaose he was the only one who opposed the stamp act in 
Parliament." 

This first letter was shortly followed by a second, dated 
at Philadelphia, the 20th of January 1768, which contains 

mure of the personal impressions and self-acquired views of 
Kalb, while the tirst depended largely on hearsay. 

had the honor, Monseignenr," he continues, '*of 
writing you on the 16th of this month. I ho[)e my letter has 
arrived in safety. shall avail myself of every ship sailing 
from this port to report progress. 

By a letter from ray wife, dated the 7th of October, jnat 
received, 1 learn with the greatest alarm that niy la^t truin 
Holland and London had been opened before reacliiug you. 
This gives me reason to apprehend that those sent from this 
country will either meet with the same fate or not reach 
your hands at all. lu the latter case I should be cut off 
from all news from yon, without being able to estimate the 
perils growing out of such a state of things. 

*'I am lacliucd to thaik, therefore, that it would be best 
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to abridge mj 0tay in this oountry, and to return home with 
additional precautionfl, if this should meet with yonr appror 
al. Permit me, therefore, to set out at the end of April. I 
shall await jour commands to this end, and in the mean time 
shall use every effort to perform the task imposed upon me, 
taking meaenrt s to provide myself with full information on 
the afiairs of this country atter my departui e. 

The disturbances caused by the stamp act seem to in- 
crease from day to day, instead of diminishing. The English 
Goverament have certainly repealed the law, on discoveriug 
that they were without the means of enforcing it ; but they 
have sanctioned another act of the House of Commons, tax« 
ing tea, paper, and glass, which tlie colonies import from the 
mother country. This ia a circuitous way of attaining the 
object of Parliament ; at any other time it would have ex- 
cited no opposition, as the Government has always exercised 
the right of taxing goodd exported to the colonies." 

But the stamp act has so chafed the minds of the people, 
that the act last mentioned, which at any other time would 
have attracted but little attention, is now regarded in the 
light of a fresh attempt upon their liberties. It is said that 
the impost has only changed its name^ and that the revenue, 
formerly sought to be raised by means of the stamp act, is 
now tlie ohject of the tea tax; that it is contrary to all the 
rights of the subjects of the crown to tax them without their 
consent ; that the colonies are on a level with all other sub- 
jects, and that, as they have no represeutalives in the lower 
house, £ngland ought to be content with the protiu it derives 
from Belling them worthless goods at high prices, and pur- 
diasing necessaries from them for a sung ; that the enormons 

amouuis ul Spauibb gold and silver annually shipped iroui ihu 
3* 
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colonics to England, without any return of specie paymentfli 
fiufiioieDtly prove that the ultimate advantage is not on the 
aide of the Americans^ and that, finally, this inequality in the 
weigrhts of trade makes it evident that they are treated more 
like slaves than like children and feliow-ciiizens. These act», 
therefore, are oonsidered bo many violations of their privi- 
leges, and revive all their grievances which the colonists claim 
to have suffered at the hands of the home government. The 
Americans complain that they are prevented from working 
their mines ; that prohibitions were lannched against their 
smithies and forges, so soon as it was discovered that the 
manufacture of iron had so much improved as to be almost 
equal to that of England ; that government have prevented 
the establishment of various manufactories; that, in conse> 
qnence of unjnst interdictions, the colonies have lost their 
trade witli New Spain, the Spanish Main, and the islands of 
foreign powers, thus being deprived of the supplies of ready 
money required to make their English payments. The Ameri- 
cans further contend that they are burdened with troops, not 
for purposes of delcnce, but for those of subjugation ; that the 
expenses of constructing and repairing the barraclLS and fur* 
nishing the supplies fall upon the provinces ; that they have 
been forbidden to expand their paper issues, while they find 
it impossible to maintain their commerce at home and abroad 
with the little ready money remaining, as almost all the gold 
and silver has gone across the ocean, and that in consequence 
it < impossiltle to meet accruing liabilities; that failures aro 
occurring every day, and that universal distress must needs 
ensne. 

"In my opinion the diminution of specie is real, but there 

is reason to suppose that it is hoartled on account oi tiie dw- 
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turbed state of afl&ira. I cannot believe the ttatements made 
in regmrd to the suniB exported to England ; it is pretended 

that the article of teri aloiit has netted them tliree hundred 
thoaaaad pounds. As soon as I can obtain an insight into 
this matter, I shall report npon it. The result of all these 
ftcts is, tbat the colonies are more than ever willing to re- 
trench their expenditures, and live exclusively upon their own 
productions. In Boston a nnmber of wealthy men have jost 
formed an association for the purpose of assisting the variooa 
trades and manufacturo-s by loans of money. If the country 
adheres to its determination to import no goods from Eng- 
land, tbe trade and the credit of the mother coantry must in- 
evitably fall oft, its mannfaetoriefl must fSut, and its worlcing- 
men Xm deprived of their livehhoode. And if the court should 
undertake to cure this evil by imponng additional taxes or 
prohibiting the erection of new manafiictories, sedition will 
follow, and the breach be beyond healing. All these contin- 
gencies will depend in a great degree on the course pursued 
by the next Parliament. I have already mentioned in my 
last, that the provinces, after having sejtArately deliberated 
on the attitude to be assuuie i in regard to tlie stamp act, 
have disregarded the order forbidding them to communicate — 
their proceedings to each other, and have held a general con- 
vention of deputies from the dilTerent States, The prohibition 
sgainst sucii gatherings has been reiterated. 

**In a few days I hope to have the honor of writing to 
you from New Torlf 

Kalb quitted l*hiladelphia for New York on the 25th of 
Jsnnary, 17418. At that time» especially in the winter season, 
tbe journey occupied as many days as it now does boors. 

AtW eucounteiing great diiiiculties iu crossing the Delaware 
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and Raritan, and trav elling three days in getting to Princeton, 
Kalb reached the shore opposite Staten Island od the 28th9 
whence be was obliged to oross the KilL It was between 
fieven and eight o^clock in tbe evening, the weather extreme- 
ly cold, and the ground covered with snow. The passage, 
however, was considered entirely safe by the hindiord of the 
Bkaing Star, the inn at the binding, and by the ferrymeo, 
as there was but little ice in the river, and a feir wind blow- 
ing. The boat accordingly started from the shore with its 
nine passengers, including Kalb, and fonr horses." But no 
sooner had it reached the middle of the carrent than the 
wind veered round, and the frail crait drifted helplessly 
before it upon a little island, distant aVtout half a mile from 
tbe ferry and from the month of Fishkill Creek, where it sank 
with the horses and baggage, while the pasgengers saved 
ihciiiselves partly by .liiiuiiiL; and partly by wailing through 
the mud and ice. The whole island was without house, tree, 
or shelter of any kind against the piercing cold. Standing 
np to their waists in the marsh, the unfortunates shouted in 
vain for help ; their cries were unheard, as the wind came off 
shore, and directly in their teeth. Nothing was left for them 
to do but to huddle together as closely as possible, and save 
themselves from fi-eezbg to death by exercise and watchful- 
ness. Exhausted by this protracted siruggle with the 
elements, one or two gave themselves np to sleep, for which 
of course they paid the forfeit of their lives. As eleven oMock 
expired a boy belonging to the ferry, followed, at three o'clock 
in the morning, by a | assenger, Mr. George, who sank into 
the sleep of death in spite of all the efforts of his companions 
to keep him awake. The rest survived the night of horrors, 
aud were descried from shore a(< al out nine o'clock in tho 
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morning. Bennmbed and uncoDsdonSy scarcely able to use 
tbeir limbe, they were loaded upon a sledge, and conveyed 

to the house of a Mr. Merserau. Kalb at once proceeded to 
bathe bis feet and legs for a quarter of an hoar in icy-cold 
watery then took some refreshments, went to hod, and slept 
till 1. vt'iiiii'j:. He was the only one of the party who escaped 
without injury. The surgeon who hud been eent for, when 
told of this treatmenti never looked at him, but declared 
that the man who had trifled with himself in that manner, 
must be lyinjg dead in bis bed. The others, who, on enter- 
ing the hoase^ had crowded around a large fire, irritated the 
chilblains and lost their toes, one of them even a leg, an- 
other both his ears, and a third his fingei-8. Kalb, who 
figures in the account of the disaster given by the New 
York Gazette " of Febniary 8, 1768, as a Qerman colonel, lost 
all his baggage, containing several hundred louis d^ors, the 
badge oi'his order, and the key to his cypher, lie V7as able 
to proceed to New York on the 3 Ist of January, but his re- 
ports to the Duke of Choisenl were interrupted until the lat< 
ter part of February. 

''The colonies,'* he writes on the 25th of February, 
"seem to intrench themselves more and more in their sys- 
tem of <)pi»osition and of economy. It is said that the nier- 
chauts ot London are already beginning to perceive the 
effects of this policy ; that in conseqaence of it the wages of 
labor are falling off; that a number of the trades, by combin* 
iug among themselves, have destroyed the business of those 
who worked for less than the established prices. But on all 
these points yon, Monseigneur, must necessarily be better 
informed tlian I am. 

*^ The Assembly at Boston have just resolved to reiuoii- 
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Btnte with the court against the tea tax, as will appear hj 
the accompanying English docmnentfl, which I encloneiathe 

original, in order to excite less husj/icion in case the lettei 
ahonld be intercepted. The dissatisfactioo with the impost 
grows oat of their aversion to being taxed by the Parliament, 
instead of by the rcproscntatives of their own provinces. It 
would seem to me that the Court of »St. James mistakes its 
own mterest If the king would ask the colonies for soma 
much larger than the proceeds of the imposts in dispute, 
they would be granted witliuut any objection, pruvi«led the 
colonists were left at liberty to tax themselves, and, as free 
sabjectB, to give their money with their own consent. Dar- 
ing the late war they have paid enormous sums, larger ones 
than the king demanded, because he approached tlieir aa- 
semblies with the same foimalities as he observed in calling 
upon Parliament lor subsidies. It is a matter of surprise 
that the coui't has discarded this advantageous motiiod, and 
that the people of Great Britain are ready to sabvert the 
fundamental polity of the kingdom by taxing their fellow- 
citizens witlioul their cun.sciit, >\ licn they submit to the same 
proceeding only at the bandö of their representatives in the 
House of Commons. 

** The colonies have the same right ; they can only bo 
taxed by their own assemblies. The king would, therefore, 
have to make an application for that purpose to every singK' 
colony. But the colonies themselves would not favor thh * 
last alternative, partly on account of the expense involved, 
and partly on account of the certainty of finding themselves 
in a minority on all occasions, which would unavoidably 
coij.stnüii thtm to parlieipale in every war wag^d in Europe 
by England or by the elector of Hanover. They would 
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prefer a parliament or a continental auembly, a power 
wliieh, howerer, would soon iMoome dangerous to the crown. 

All classes of people here are imbued with such a spirit of 
independence and freedom from control, that if ail the proT- 
incea can be nnited under a common representation, an inde- 
pendent State will soon be foruiod. At all event.< it will 
certainly cotne forth in lime* Whatever may be done in 
London, this country is growing too powerful to he much 
longer governed at so great a distance. The population is 
now estimated at three millions, and is expected tu doul»le 
itRelf in less than thirty years. It is not to be denied that 
children swarm everywhere like ants. The people are strong 
and rubuj»i, and even the KnirliHh officers admit that the 
militia are equal to the line in every particular, 

^ I have not yet obtained accurate information as to the 
number of the militia, bu' shall soon be able to submit a re- 
liable report. The English tiu*»;» under General Gage, oc- 
cupying the country from New England to the Gulf of Mcx^ 
ico, muster sixteen regiments, each of teu companies, nnm* 
beting seventy men in time of peace and u hundied in lime 
of war, besides a company of artillery and a number of eu* 
gtneers. I believe I have already mentioned that these 
troojts arc cliunged every tlircc years, and arc never recruited 
Irom the iuhabitauts of the country. 

^ From conversations with several prominent individuals 
here, I have learned that the English Government greatly 
regrets having made peace with Spain vvitiiout demanding the 
cession of the ishmd of Porto Uico, the position of which is 
in every respect so favorable to English interests. Under the 
pretext of protecting their tra le, the Englisli Government 
lias many men uf war at :»ea and a large number gt' troops ou 
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the continent, not to niontion those already stationed on the 
ifilands. It is evident that these forces are so distributed for 
the special purpose of being prepared to poaooe upoo the 
French and Spanish sctiUments on these islands at the first 
speck of war. That the ßaglish have treated as good prizes 
several ships captured near the island of San Juan in the 
course of last year, you have doubUe« been informed. 

"Enclosed are the compacts entered into between the 
Government and the Assembly of Fenosylvania, which will 
explain my recent 'statement relating to the war with the 
savages. On my return to France I shall report the exact 
list of the English navy and merchant marine, as well as a 
summary of the entire forces of England by land and sea. 1 
am on the point of leaving for Boston and Halifax ; my ship 
is wui^j^hiiiLj Ik t unchor." 

" Here in Boston," Kaib proceeds in his report to Choiseul 
on the 2d of March, 1768, meet with the same opinions as 
in the provinces already visited, only ex pressed with greater vio- 
lence and aci iiaony. The luar provinces coriiposini^ Xew Eng- 
land— Maasaohu8ett% Connecticut, Rhode Island» and New 
Hampshire-Appear to be more firmly united among them* 
selves, in conseqnenoe of the commantty of interests, than the 
remaining colonies. Massachusetts in particular, the most 
^ wealthy and popuiousy gives the impulse and the signal of 
independence to the rest. In spite of this restive spirit, how* 
ever, they all, from the leaders down to the humblest citizen, 
seem to be imbued with a heartfelt love of ihe mother conn- 
try. The inhabitants of this province are almost exclusively 
Englishmen or of English stock, and the liberties so long 
enjoyed by them, have only swelled the pride and presump- 
tion peculiar to that people. 
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^ All these oircamstanoes go to show bot too olearly that . 

there will be no mcüiis of inducing them to accept of assist- 
ance from abroad. In taot» they are so well conviooed of the 
justice of their cause, the olemenoy of the king, and of their 
own importance to the mother country, that they have never 
contemplated the possibility of extreme measures. The Gov- 
ernment is accused of fomenting the existing discontent for 
selfish purposes. The enclosed English slip will acquaint you 
with the internal dissensions on this subject, and reveal the 
causes of complaint which are urged against the Gk>vemment. 
I adhere to the opinion that the incendiaries will not alone 
succumb, but iLui ihc colonies will yd have the satisfaction 
of seeing the mother country admit herself to have been in 
the wrong, and do her best to repiur it. 

**I have engaged correspondents here, who will keep me 
promptly advised of everything that may occur hereafter. 
This Ltter goes by the New York packet for Holland« I 
myself shall embark two days hence for Halt&z, when I shall 
repair, according to circumstances, to Isle lloyalc and even lo 
Canada. At this moment I am engaged in collecting ma- 
terials Telative to the number of the militia, to be arranged in 
the order of their regiments and provinces ; I append the par* 
ticulars relating to the form of govcruiuont of each colony. 

I am more and more astonished at the immense number 
of merchantmen to be seen in all the ports, rivers, and bays, 
from the Potomac and Chesapeake to Bosluu harbor. And 
in addition to these, numberless ships are in course of con- 
struction. What roust have been the trade of the colonies ^ 
before the disturbances began ! Nor am I less struck with the 
flourishing appearance of the interior. On my return to France 
I shall report the most minute particulars in this connection. 
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By a second letter just reodved from my wife, I see again 
that my last lines from Holland and England were opened on 

their passage. This leads me to fear that my despatches 
from this country have either met with the same fate, or per- 
haps have not arrived at all I therefore inoor the risk of 
remaining entirely without advices from yon ; an additional 
reason for my speedy rctarn, which, of course, does not pre- 
clude my coming ont again, if that should appear to you to 
be required by the interests of the king^s service. This step 
will enable me to change my correspondents and agents in 
Eoglaod and Uolland, and to seoure better protection ibr my 
own correspondence by addresses to be procured from my 
friends in the chief towns of this country. In this manner I 
shall be iu a cuudillon to protect myself, and guard my secret. 
The perils and hardships of the journey do not deter me« but 
I am very anxious to accomplish the ends of my mission* 
The shij) will tiail in tvvo hours for ILiJinx. I close." 

Atter a very quick voyage Kalb reached Halifax on the 
7th of March, and there resumed his correspondence with 
Ghoiseul. Meeting everywhere with the same style of con- 
versation and the same views on the existing state of the 
conntry, as he says in his letter of the 9th of March, he reverts 
to the declaration that the colonies in all probability would 
never invoke foreign aid in their ertV>rts to make themselves 
independent of the King and the Parliament, because time, 
the increase of population, and the steady increase of material 
prosperity, would of themselves accomplish the de«red change. 
The harbor of Halifax he describes as one of the most spa- 
cious and secure of the continent, and as the general rendea* 
vous for the Royal Navy in the Atlantic Ocean. For this 
reason the fortifications at Capo Breton hud been destroyed, 
lest they should become injurious to Hahfax. 
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Kftlb intended to travel hence to Maine, and thence^ if the 
oold weather continued, to proceed by sleigh to Lake Cbam- 

plaiij, retiimins: to New York by the valley of the Hudson. A 
sudden thaw prevented him from executing the plan. His 
next report, therefore, was written at Philadelphia so late as 
the 19th of April, and oontains some valuable information 
relative to the French-Canadians.'* " There are at this day,'* 
he sajSy but few persons in those immense provinces in sym- 
pathy with France. Those most devoted to our Government 
have left the country since the close of the war, and tliose 
who remain are satisfied with their present Government, or 
expect no improvement of their condition from a change of 
rulers. Their lands have risen in v:ilue, they pay but trifling 
taxes, enjoy uuquulitied freedom of conscience, as well as all 
the privileges of the English people, and take part in the 
management of public affiiirs. Besides, they have become 
closely allied with the inhabitants of the neighboring prov- 
inces by intermarriages and other ties. I regard it as my 
dnt'y to speak candidly on all these matters, becanse I will 
not deceive you, und do not wish you to be deceived by 
others. In case of a war with our neighbors beyond the 
Channel it would be difficult, therefore, to make a diversion 
to this part of their possessions. I always recur to my 
belief that the quarrels of the English with their colonies 
will terminate to the satisfaction of the latter, A war with 
OS would only hasten their reconciliation, and, on the footing 
of restored privileges, the English court could even dir 'ct all 
the troops, resonrces, and ships of this part of the world 
against our islands and the Spanish Main. A foreign war is 
less hnrtful to England iban internal discord, whieh, however, 
would at once yield to the uecestiitj of defence against a 
common foe;" 
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Ab Kalb reoeiyed the most of his private letters with tbe 
seal broken, and never had an answer from Choisenl to an y 

of his re|)<»rts, aiul as, for ihis reason, he feart 1 tliat his 
correspondence with the latter had been either tampered 
with or entirely suppressedi he resolved to pat an end to this 
painfnl uncertainty by instantly returning' to France. He 
accordingly advised the duke of his intention on the 24th of 
April, 1768, being then at New York, and offered, if neces- 
sary, to retnm at once to America. ''Even admitting the 
possibility of a positive rupture," he writes, *' the openins^ of 
actual hostilities between the court and the colonics cannot 
bat be far distant, as it presupposes the participation of the 
people, the shipment of large masses of troops, and extensive 
levies of soldiers and sailors. On the other hand, the coloniea, 
if hard pressed, woald make a pretence of submission, to 
gain time for creating a navy, concentrating and disciplining 
their forces, and making other needful preparatiunn." 

About the end of April Ealb left New York in tbe 
packet Minerva, arrived on tbe height of Dover the Ist of 
June, went first to London to adjust his accounts, and reached 
Paris on the 12th of June. Learning, on his first visit at 
Versailles, that of his namerous reports five only bad been 
received, he requested a private audience of Ghoiseul on the 
23d of June. The latter named an early day, but postponed 
tbe interview more than once on account of other business, 
so that on the 18th of July Kalb sent the duke a written 
stateiuent of tbe Kugli.^h forces stationed iu America nu tlie 
1st of June, 1 7G8. In acknowledging tiie receipt of this paper 
on the 22d of Jnly, Cboiseal expressed the opinion that the 
figures were too high, as it was impossible for England to 
be so strong, but encouraged him to make further rcporta 



Digitized by Google 



LIFE or KALB 



69 * 



from time to time, and partionlarly to give bim aoceaa to 
letteis and newspapere received from America. Up to the 

month of October he continued to manitest an increasing 
interest in American affairs, and to receive every information 
on the Bubject with the greatest attention. And, np to the 
close of the year, hardly a week elapsed without Kalb's send- 
ing the minister translations from American journals, or 
copies of his correspondence. On the 6th of Angnst he 
rabmitted an eUborate memorial, containing a historical 
retrospect of the discontcnjts of the colonies, and tlie concln- 
sions his obeervations had led him to form. On the footing 
of the latter Kalb regards it as indabitable that America 
"will at some day emancipate herself from England, either 
when the number of its inhabitants shall come to equal those 
of Great Britain, a goal which the country is approaching 
with giant strides, as the population is swelled not by births 
alone but by immigration Irom every quarter oi Europe, or 
when England shall drive the colonies to nnite and declare 
their independence by increased pressure and unbending 
severity. He sToes on to predict that the Americans will not 
only throw off all allegiance to the British crown, but in time 
will threaten and indeed annex the possessions of other 
European powers on the Northern continent. On the other 
hand he is of opinion that at the present stage of the contest 
they will rather submit than call in foreign assistance, and 
sees nothing in the present difficulties but a iamily quarrel, 
for which reason also he hu8 no doubt tliat the ministers will 
ultimately adopt a conciliatory policy, and recommends an 
attitude of observation and expectancy. 

Ilia views are those of a calm and sonfible observer, 
who draws his conclusions from the facts beibre him. That 
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they were oorroct iu relation to the facts which had theo 
tTBospired, is proved not only by th« Mmaltaneoaa opinion 
of BnrancI, the French Ambassador at London, who, on tbo 
30th of Aiiirust, based on reliable accounts, declares it iuju- 
dicious to calculate upon an early revolution in the colonieSi 
while his suocessor. Count ChÄtelet, in an official paper 
dated as late as the 18th of Kovember, 1768, warns Ohoisen! 
against any precipitate act of hostility to England, as cal- 
culated to reconcile the colonies with the mother country, 
and to unite them both against France;** bat it is also 
made manifest by the repeated declarations of Franklin, who 
at that time also believed that a foreign intervention would 
result in silencing the complaints of the colonies, and who, 
even in the year 1770, maintained an unbroken faith in the 
adjustment of the pending (UfBonlties. 

At the ciuse of the year 1708 Clioiseul became daUy 
more indifferent to Kalbes reports. His attention was en- 
grossed, on the one hand, by the war for the final occnpa^ 
tion of Corsica, which just then was assuming proportions 
calculated to concentrate all the efforts of the nation, and 
on the other hand by a plan he was then eagerly discussing 
with Count Ch&telet for damaging England and ibstering 
the discontent of her colonies by uniting with Spain in the 
renimjLnation of the old French and Si>ani8h cuionial policy, 
and freely admitting the products of North America into 
the colonies of both Boorbon powers. The execution was 
fnistrated by the scruples of the Spanish minister Grimaldi, 
who feared to enhance still further the importance and the 
prosperity of a neighbor already formidable, and likely by 
making it independent of the mother country and assum* 
ing a republican form of government, to prove positively 
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daDgcroos to the interests of Spain. Choiseul himself waa 
ao busy with diplomatic transactions, cabinet consultations, 
reports of yarions boards of trade, and other matters per- 
tatnin<T to tbe immediate realisation of his reyolntionary 
projects, lhat no time was left him for matters comparatively 
unimportant, such as Kalb's reports. He acted, tbereibre, 
like aU great men having no farther use for those who have 
been instrumental in furthering their designs : he broke with 
Kalb on a most frivolous pretext. Early in 1769, when the 
latter pressed for the private andience so long promised, 
the duke sent him word that his receptions held at the war 
department every Snnday were open to all who had any- 
thing to say to him. Kalb went to request au liour's in- 
terview. Choisenl would not hear him out, bat interrupted 
him bj saying, Ton returned too soon from America, and 
your labors are therefore of no use to me. You need not 
send lae any more reports about that country." This un- 
merited reproach*' hurt Kalb the more^ as Choiseul bad re- 
peatedly testified his approbation of Ealb's course, and had, 
but a U'w months previously, handed Lira six thousand 
francs in reward of Iiis service?. 

Of course Kalb broke off his correspondence, and with- 
drew from the minister's notice, not, however, without hav- 
insr made Lim a proj er representiition of the injustice of his 
conduct. On the 4th of June, 1770, the duke promised to 
include him in the number of the brigadiers to be newly ap- 
pointed, but the fulfilment of the promise was prevented by 
tue downfall of the hitherto all-powerful minister at Christ- 
mas, 1770. But whatever may have been the termination- 
of the intercourse between the gifted statesman and his con- 
edeotions agent, it ta not to be denied that KalVs reports 
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exercised an immediate influence upon ibc politics of tbe 
period. By sustaining Choiseal iu the firm conviction that 
the diffietiltiee with their American poeseseions wotild not 
allow the English Government to obstrtiet hie detiigns 
against Corsica, tliey quickened his movements tor tlie occu- 
pation ot* that island. The event jostlfied this calcnlation, 
for the English acqniesoed in the advances of the French, and 
contented themBelres with an empty protest even when the 
occupation of the island waä complete. England's power 
was paralysed iu America. 

This whole period waa one of preparation for the coming 
etrnggle, of secret estrangement and external cordiality 
between the two courts. They watched, each other narrow- 
ly, surveyed the ground, caught every breeze likely to injure 
the opponent, ran over with professions of friendship, and 
secretly furthered the plans of each other's enemies. In 
England money and supplies were collected for the brave 
Corsicans then in arms against the French, while Choiseul, 
in a sudden burst of anger, threatened to raise collections 
in France for the seditious inhabitants of New York and 
Boston." This ■'^ingle fact throws a striking light on the 
real condition of afiairs. England honored the noble but 
unfortunate Paoli, who had taken refuge on her soil, as a na« 
tional hero ; France had to nurse her wrath eight years be- 
fore she could revenge herself by the brilliant reception of 
Franklin at Paris. 

England ought to have known, in August, 1768, what 
weight to attach to Choiseul's expressions of indignation at 
being suspected of fomenting and cherishing the disconteut 
of the American colonies at a time of peace. In the most 
glaring contrast to these hypocritical profesrions, the Frencb 
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minister welcomed with perfect rapture every symptom of 
AmericaD ioBabordinatioo, gave audience to bia «$eDt8^ and 
sent them to Asia or America to fiecretly iotrigae against 
Eoglaod, scrupulously preserving, in the archives of the 
oiiDistry of foreign afiairs, every newspaper slip from the 
provincial jonmala of Boston or Savannah, every re%'oIntion* 
ary placard, nay, every sermou of a discontented New Eng- 
land minister^ if only unfavorable to English interests. The 
number of articles translated by Kalb from the most unlm* 
portant local journals alone amounts to iiiuie thau a hundred; 
and at the preoeut day, in reading the letters from little 
towns like Newport, Salem« or Newbern, wbicb are proba* 
bly extant nowiir! u cAee}>t in Puil-, one is at a loss whether 
more to admire the indefatigable assiduity of the agent, or 
the untiling researches of the duke. His downlkll frustrated 
the execution of bis designs agalngt the English ; but afler 
a short interval of five years, which proved highly favorable 
(0 the development of the American Revolution, they were 
lesumed by the Count de Yergennes with equal energy, and 
carried to a successiul consummation. 
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Kalb Bitts Hilon la CnAPStLB. — ^Rbtirbhkkt. — ^Is oxllkd Upon to Go to 

Poland. — Tiik Coktfst there. — Kalii makes Stipülations, — Tuet ark 
Krjkctsd. — Kald Rkmain"^ at rioNfR. — Urs I'neast Ambitiox. — Ue 
Ektkra into Tk-mporart Active Sertick at Metz. — Bko»;lie call^ 

UPON St. tiKKMAlN TO RkAPPOINT KaLB. Si. (iKRMAlN ProPO!5ES TO SKÜD 

IiiM TO America. — Kalii Accedeh to the F&uh^L. — Delay.-;. — Kalb 

MAI>E A Hui(iADIKR-(JE.\KRAL KOR THE COLOSIKS. PrOMIPE.S EoR TUB 

FuTDRE. — Political »Situation, - Vi.riiik.sNEs Mi.sistkr of FoRFiaar 
AjfFAiR«. — His Attitude in JiEOARD to EhaLASD asd AwKaiCA. — St. 
Gxjuf AiN AMD Sartikes Side WITH HiM. — Du Cocdbat AMD Beavmak- 
OHAts Work fob thb Amkrioamb.— Kalb*8 Ibtdtuv, wrb Diar.^ 
Thbir Oovnucfs.— -Layatbrb.— Kalb*s Ibflubmcb irroB Hiil^Kals 
iBfBBDB 10 Sail vbok Hatbb im Dbqbmbbb» 1776.— DiFncouisA. — Im- 
nuvBiiOB 09 Bbaumabohaui abd iHB OrricBBB. — ^LOBD SfOBMOBD'fl Sub- 
neE0B8.~flB Pponsn Aoaibbt ms Dbpabtubs or tbb ExpsDinoa. — 
Tbb Fbbbcb Gotibbmbbt Ibbdbb a PBOBismoir Aoaixs? iT.^0g Ooo* 

DEAT GORS NBVBRTinLnB.^KAI«B RbKAIBB fOR THB PrBWMT.— HiS 
CORBBBPOXDBMCB WJTB DuB0I8.<-»BbLATI0B8 BbTWBIM FRABOB ABB 
ABtBBlOA,— -IiArATBTTB. — FkANKLIM*8 ARRITAIi IN PaRB.— IiBmB OB 

tbbOoubt OB Broolix.'— Hb Wants to br Diotatob ib Ambrica.— ]Ci«> 

tADB SdppOSITIOBB OB THI8 I^BITBR. — ^POBITIOB OCCUPIBD BT TBB 

French Nobilitt in Rifkrxbcb to the American RtroLimoN. — Kalb 
Neter Dkliters the Letter. — He Retornb TO Pabis ib tbb Fibbt Ib- 

BTAHCR. — ^POSIPOBRD 18 ROT AB0I.18HRD. 

A FEW months after bis return from Amerioa Kalb pnr- 



obased tbe ohatean of Milon la Ohapelle, an anoieot 
manor situate about three miles south of Versailles. The 
former possessor, M« de Besset^ and bis wife, being childless, 
and advanced in years, disposed of it on very favorable con- 

ditious. They reserved a small annuity, ami tlie possession 
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for life of the old ohatean« whQe they gave immedlaie poases* 

t ion of all the lands and feudal rights, at a price of only seventy- 
two thouoand franos. Neither Ealh nor hu wife ever moved 
into the ohstean, as both they and their eldest son died before 

the Bcissets, the survivor of whuui lived till tho year 17'J3. 
The second eon of our hero, however, £iie de Kalb, entered 
npon the property after he had been permitted by Napoleon 
to return to i l ancc, aiitl it is still occupied by his daughter, 
the Viscountess d'Alzaa*' 

The duties and responsibilities growing out of this opera- 
tion, and the arrangement of his aflfairs in general, now occu- 
pied Kalb so constantly, that he wa^ compelled, for the pres- 
snt at leasts to renounce all ambitious sdiemes. In this 
manner two years passed in rural retirement, which must have 
been doubly grateful in view of the hopeless condition of 
public affiiirs, and the decay of morals and manners in the 
ruling circles of society. After the &11 of Ohoisenl the eon* 
temptible Dnbarry had played the King and the Government 
into the hands of a new set of men. The commanding influ- 
ence which had been exercised on the counsels of Europe by 
France under the auspices of the now banished duke, rapidly 
fell back to aero. 

Among the minions of the omnipotent mistress was the 
Count of St. Florentine, created Due de Vrilli6re, secretary 
of the king and temporary minister of foreign aflairg, who 
had known Kalb personally ever since the last war, and who, 
in ITT 1, puiri^ested to him to go to Poland, there to follow 
the example of many other French officei"», in contending for 
the confederates against* the Russians. 

Since the accession of Stanislaus Poniatowski in 1704, 
Poland had become a football in the haudä of the foreign 
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powers, especially of Russia, all at work to accomplish its 
disintegration. The atraggles leading to this resalt were 
protracted by the opposition offered by the confederated 

patriot nobility, for full eight years. Choiseul of course sided 
with the latler, and although unable at that tiuie to take their 
part openly, he not only famished them secretly with money, 
arms, and officers, bat also stirred up the Turks against the 
Russians, to interfere with tlie ojjcrations of tlie latler against 
the Poles« His secret agent, Dumouricz, at Warsaw, and hid 
envoy, Yergennes» at Constantinople, both diplomatists of the 
first water, worked in concert to this end. These matters 
also were greatly changed by Choiseul's fall. The Dac 
d\\infuilloa, now the foreign minister of Louis X,V», by his 
indifference to the honor and fortunes of the country, by his 
negUgence and thoughtlessness, forfeited all the results of the 
labors of his predecessor. The decadence of the French 
power, in connection with England's American perplexities, 
made the partition of Poland an easy matter for the Eastern 
powers. The sympathies of the court of Versailles for the 
unfortunate country were now confined to the sending of a 
few more officers, without opposing any measure, or even a 
protest, against the encroachments of the spoilers. It was 
about a year and a half before the partition took place that 
Vrilli^re, and Monteyiiard, the minister of war, the latter 
probably at the instigation of the former, called upon Ealb to 
take part in the contest Dumouries was still in Poland as 
the secret agent of France, but was soon displaced by the 
incompetent Viouieiiil. Kalb was not unknown to the Mar- 
quis de Monteynard, having been recommended to him for 
promotion to the rank of Brigadier in the beginning of the 
ysitf 1771, upon his assuming (he porttblio as successor to the 
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Marqina de Castries. While Vrilliere was nnreserved in his 
language, the war minister veiled his meaning in mysteriona 

nIlusioDS which could not commit him. 

The king," he wrote to Kalb from Versailles the 4th of 
March, 1771, considers you qualified, by your talents, for 
a special undertaking of great importance to his service. It 
is the wish of his Migeaty that you should at once repair to 
this place, to receive the directions relating to this mission, if 
you are prepared to enil>iace lliis opportiniity of giving fur- 
ther proofs of the aeal heretofore nianii'ested.'' 

have," answered Kalb on the 12th of March, 1771," 
** maturely considered the proposal of the Due de Vrilliäre, 
to serve tlir I'oliah confederation, as well as tlie terms of- 
fered, by which my promotion is to be postponed until after 
my-retam, and my compensation to he confined to what I 
may succeed in obtaining from the confederation. I pray 
yoo, therefore, Mon8eigneur,if you desire to mal^e use of me, 
and to give me an opportunity of extending my travels and 
improving my knowledge of men and things, to grant mo 
two fikvors : 1. The rank of a brigadier, to which my past 
services and my rank entitle me, so much the more as various 
jiuiior officers, M. de Ros^iLrA nnd others, have received it. 
This honor would redouble my zeal and activity in the 
kmg'a service ; in my intercourse with the confederation it 
would be absolutely indisp<»nsable, as it would convince 
them that I enjoy the confidence of my Bovereign, and am 
entitled to be respected accordingly, and that neither neces* 
sity nor fove of adventure drives me into the ranks of the 
patriots. 2. That you would be pleased, either in j)ei*8on or 
by the Due de Vriliidre, to fix my salary, in order that Lma}^ 
depend solely upon the king and not upon the confederation, 
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who may perhaps treat me well, and perhaps iU, in which 
latter case I need not, if thus provided for, resort to the 
paininl expedient of quitting their eenriee. 

"A point of no less importance is that I am not to be 
acknowledged by the king in case of an unforeseen reverae. 
I pass this over in silence, becanse His Majesty may have 
reasons for this policy, to which I gladly defer; bnt it 
should be an additional inducement to grant me the two re- 
quests above mentioned, as at least some Little equivalent for 
the risk incurred of the probable consequences of a reihsal to 
acknowledge me. 

"Last year M. de Valcroissant was sent to the Turkish 
army as a brigadier, a rank certainly less his due than it 
would be mine, if services and seniority are considered. 
Besides, he received pay to the amount of thirty thousand 
livres per annum. One-fifth or one-sixth of that sum would 
content me wheu once a ]> pointed brigadier, because I do not 
serve to enrich myself, but to advance and to deserve the 
&vor of my king and his mmisters.'* 

Kalb evidently distrusted the sincerity and the good 
will of the Duo de Vriliiere and the Marquia de Monteynard. 
The latter never entertained his proposals, but simply re- 
jected them. A negotiation on the same sabjeet opened 
early in August, 1771, witli the Due d*Aiguillon as minis- 
ter of foreign affairs, was equally futile. The Glovemment 
had determined to risk nothing for the Poles, no matter how 
mneh the policy of the two countries was identified by a 
conmion interest and l>y tradition. They were evidently 
preparing to retreat from the position occupied by ChoiseoL 
Thus the idea was entirely abandoned. 

Kalb remained at home for the present, and devoted the 
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ensiling years ezolusiTely to his family and bis private afiairs. 
EQs condition in life was in every way satiafiustory and envi- 
able, lie lived in peace and comfort, sometimes in I'aris 
md sometimefi at his country-house of Brouossy near Milou; 
hia ohildren throve; and as he was even then in possession 
of a fortune of more than four bandred thousand fraoos, so 
as to be indepeadent iu every respect, he had, as a private 
man, UtUe or nothing to wish for. Nevertheless, the desire 
ibr activity and dtstmotion constantly interfered with the 
enjoyment of his good tortuue ; his restless spirit cooid not 
adapt itself to the contracted sphere of his rural returementy 
and at every glimpse of promotion he beset his iHends with 
solicitations for their intercession, and wrote plans, opinions, 
and proposals about himself as well as about war and peace. 

During the reign of Louis XT., how«>ver, all his efforts 
to be restored to active service were in \ iin. It was uol 
until the accession of Louis XYL that a change of events 
occurred favorable to his aspirations. Among the dignita- 
ries out of favor with the old court, now recalled to Ver- 
i&aiUes and invested with influential stations, were the broth- 
en Broglie, Kalb's old friends and patrons, who had warmly 
advocated his claims for preferment on all occasions. When 
the Comte de Broglie went to Metz in 1775 as military 
commander-in-chief, Kalb worked under him foribur months, 
under a regulation then adopted by the minister of war, da 
May, requiring retired staff officers to do duly in garrison 
from time to time. The manner in which his duties were 
performed on this occasion was so satisfactory to the count, 
that tlie latter personally vouched for his efficiency tr> the 
Count of St. Germain, on the appointment of the latter to 
the ministry of war in October, 1775, and urgently solicited 
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hu immediate reappointment. This junior Broglie, the 
Oonnt Charles Francois (1710 to 1781), was no leas &ithfdl 

as :i irieiul and zealous as a supporter, than bitter and im- 
placable as an enemy, never forgiving and constantly thwart- 
ing those who refused to subject themselyes implicitly to his 
dictation, while indulging, aiding, and enoonraging all those 
who devoted themselves unreservedly to his interests. lu 
public lii'e he gained less distinction as a general and poli- 
tician, than as a ready intrigner. He was of the party which 
had broken down the Dae de Choiseul, behind whose back 
be bad acted for years as liead of the secret cabinet of Louis 
XY., and never deceived himself in the selection of the in* 
Btruments of his ambition, bat freqaently erred, as we shall 
have occasion to see hereafter, in bis political plans and pro- 
jects, which were almost nt vcr regulated by a correct 
knowledge of men and things.'* 

St Germain answered the Comte de BrogIie*8 note on 
the lOth of December, 1775, regretting that no opening then 
offered for Kalb in the army, but wrote at the foot of th(> 
letter with his own hand, " When yon shall have returned 
herei M. le Comte, we shall see what disposition may be 
made of M. de Kalb." This hint ret'erred to America, wliich 
was just then more than ever attracting the attention of the 
French Government Broglie came to Paris and Versailles 
early in the ensuing year, and eagerly seconded St Germain^s 
proposal to send our hero to the assistance of the rebellions 
colonies. Kalb himself was soon after admitted to an audi* 
ence of the minister of war. The particulars of their inter- 
view have not been recordel ; but the result was that Kalb*^ 
position in the French army rcm.iiaed unaltered, a two years* 
furlough only being grantei him. 



Digitized by 



LIFB OF KALB 



81 



At the same time St. GteniuitD pramUed to proonze for 
him the rewards and honors corresponding to the risk in* 

curred and the advantages to be attained, and, at the first op- 
portonity» to bestow upon him the dignity of a mar^obal de 
camp" ; deeUntng, however, to accede to his request to ap- 
point bim a brigadier immediately, on account of the attention 
which would have been attracted by sucii a departure ixom 
ordinary roles, in the absence of a vacancy of that grade in 
the army. Nevertbeleps, on the eth of November, 1776, M. 
do Sartines handed Kalb a commbshion as brigaditr-geueral 
for the islands. In France he now had little or nothing to 
hope for, while a wide field was opened to htm on the other 
tilde of the ocean. Honor and renown invited bim to try bis 
fortunes there. He made np his mind to go; resolving, 
however, before preparing for his departure, to await the ex* 
pect^fd arrival in Paris of the American agent, Silas Deane, 
an event which was delayed until the beginning of July, 
1776. 

Months again elapsed before Kalb entered into com- 
munication with him. The cause of ihm delay does not 
appear. Diplomatic and personal scruples appear to have 
ob^t^lctcd bis path for ßome time, and the general j)olities 
of the day were not without their inüuence on Kalb'n move- 
ments. It is known that the year 1776 was occupied with 
the covert diplomacy of the French ministry for and with 
the American insurgents, in secretly supporting and openly 
repudiating them, in steps looking to a more open policy, 
and in sudden relapses and tergiversations. 

The Government of Louis XVI. had from the tirst given 
its special attention to the disturbances in the American 
colonies, the Comte de Yergennes, minister of foreign affairSi 

4* 
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. in particular, having omitted no opportunity, since the open- 
ing of hostilities by the engagment at Lexiogton and tha 
taking of Tieondeioga, of making England's embamssmenta 

of advantage to France nnd Spain. In tlie cabinet tho 
ministei-s of war and marine, SL German and Sartines, wcvo 
entirely on his aide, while Maarepos, Malberbea, and Taigot 
I were mora inoUned for peace, the latter especially opposing 
• T:\ :irlikc iiiiii>uii.s uu account of tlie shattered state of the 
tinances. The yoang king yacillated between both parties, 
and was open to every impression, without being capable 
of forming a judgment of his own upon any topic. The only 
question was who was the loncrest and the last to influence 
him. Vergennea was a shrewd and clear-headed statesman, 
withont the impetuosity of genius, but unerring in his aims, 
which he pursued often with insignificant means, but gen* 
erallv with success. Beloncjinn: to the Io\M"r order of nobilitv, 
he had elevated himself by his own exertions, and, serring 
under Choiseul, had gone through a superior diplomatic 
training as envoy at Stockholm and Constantinople. Hay* 
ing, by his representatives and agents, among whom the 
notorious Bonvouloir waa one of the most adroit and reliable, 
obtained an accurate knowledge of the objects and intentions 
of the colonies, he never urjsred the irresolute king, but edified 
him and all the world wiiii homilies on the sanctity of exist- 
ing contracts and the neeessity of peace, while in secret, 
without committing the Government, he did his utmost to 
further the development of affairs across the Atlantic. It 
was not until March, 177G, wlien just in receipt of an elabo- 
rate report from Bonvouloir, that, in a solemn council of 
ministers he reminded the passive king of the absolute neces- 
sity of securing Fran - against any peril growing out of the 
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Anglo* American cllatarbaneet, sitggestbg that, after eabdn« 

ing the American rebellion, England would bring bor whole 
lorce to bear upon her natural foes and rivale, Spain and 
France» aa her statesmen for years had never inqnired what 
harm they were actually suffering at the hands of the latter 
power, but always what harm they might possibly euü'er 
hereafter. Enghind ehoald therefore be enoonraged to adopt 
the most stringent measures against her colonics, and to be 
nursed id the belief that the Bourbon powers were not only 
peaoefnl In their inclinations^ hut fearthl of the costs of a 
war; on the other hand, however, the colonic must not be 
buffered to despair, but must be further estranged from the 
mother conntry, and confirmed in their aspirations after 
independence by undefined promises and even some secret 
assistance, such as gratuitous shipments of munitions of war." 

Thifl disconne came, in the sequel, particularly after the 
great and good Turgot had been compelled to give way 
before the bitter aniinosity of the higher nobiliu , to consti- 
tute the programme wbioh, often abandoned and resumed, 
was &ally carried out, until at length an open rupture 
became inevitable. Vergennes closely followed the course 
pnr^ned by England at the time of the French occupation 
of Corsica. He also secured the cooperation of Spain, whose 
interests had been much impaired by the c«ipmon enemy in 
Morocco, AigierH, and the Philippine Iblands. On the 27th 
of June, 1776, King Charles, without the knowledge of any 
of his cabinet except the prime minister Grii^pdi, and with- 
out comniuiiicating with his ambassador at Paris, sent a 
million of francs as his moiety contributed to the joint 
support of the Americans. While Vergennes found in 
lieuuuiarchais, who had approved hluisclf as a skilled diplo< 
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matist under tlic preceding GovcriiiiiLiit in various transac- 
tions with the notorious Chevalier d'Eoa, the pamphleteer 
Morande, and others, an excellent go-between to cover hia 
relations with the American agent, St. Germain employed 
a prominent artillery officer, in the person of Adjutant- 
General Colonel du Coudray, who, in 1774, bad made the 
round of the garrisons of the kingdom for the purpose of 
ascertaining the stock of guns and small arms on hand, to 
select from the arsenals the arms aiul munitious of war 
intended lor the Americans, and transport them to th3 
varioas seaports. With this object du Oondray, in Septem- 
ber, 1776, visited Metr, Manbeuge, St Etienne, Besan^n, 
Charleville, Strasburg, and Dijon, and made choice of two 
hundred four>poand field-pieces, with a hundred thousand 
balls, besides thirty thousand stand of small arms, and 
ammnnition, and four thousand tents. Sartines at the same 
time acted in concert with the Comte de Vergenues, endeav- 
oring to mask the proceedings from the scrutiny of the 
British by pretending to order the arms taken from the 
arsenals by du Coudray, to St. Domingo and other colonies, 
and attaching the oflicei'S ordered to America by the minister 
of war, with a superior rank, to an expedition also ostensibly 
designed for the colonies. 

Under the mantle of the same device Kalb was likewise 
to proceed to America, to place his knowledge and experience 
at the disposal of the rebellious oolonieB, in the interest of 
France. HisQirst interview with Deane took place on the 
5th of November, the date intervening between that of his 
furlough and that of his promotion, a circumstance pointed 
out by the American agent himself in his letters to the Con- 
gressional Committee on Secret Corrcspoudence. 
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**The rage, as I may say, for entering into the American 
Bervice," writes Silas Deane from Paris, November 6, 1776," 
^increasee, and th« oonsequence is tbat I am preseed 
with o^rs and proposals, many of them from persons of the 
ürst rank and eminence, in the sea as well as laud service. 
Count BrogUe, who commanded the anny of France during 
the last war, did me the honor to call on me twice yester- 
<lav with au officer who served as his quartermaster-general 
in the last war, and has now a regiment in this service, but 
heing a German,— the Baron de Kalb, — and having travelled 
laiough Aluerica a lew years since, he is desirous of engaging 
in the service of the United States of North America. I can 
by no means let slip an opportunity of engaging a person 
of so much experience, and who is by every one recummended 
as one of the bravest and most skiUiil oncers in the king- 
dom ; yet I am distressed on every snch occasion for want 
of your particular instructions. This (gentleman has an 
iudei>eudent Ibrtune, and a certain proi^pect of advance- 
ment here ; bat being a zealous friend to liberty, civil and 
religions, be is actuated by the most independent and gener* 
ouä principles in the offer he makes ot hih serviere to the 
States of America.'' 

Deane accordingly engaged the services of Kalb as ma- 
jor-general, his seniority to date from the lih ul" Novembt^r, 
ins, and reported, on the 28th of the same month, that he 
regsrded them as a great acquisition to the cause of American 
liberty. The formal contract was siLcned by both parties on 
the Ist of December. Kalb signed for liimself and fifteen 
eomponions, among whom were the Vicomte de liauroy, 
tnajor-general, Dubuysson, afterward his aide and major, 
Ton Holtzendorii', lieutenant-colonel, and vaiiuuä oiÜcers of 
every grade down to that of lieutenant. 
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The English ambassador was not ill served by his spies, 
who informed him, as early as the 4th of December, that 
jB^alb was on the point of going to Ameiioa, at the wish aod 

lEBtigatiou of the Fn rich G*a eiiiment. 

**I am very credibly informed," writes Lord Ötormoud oa 
that day confidentially to Lord Visoomit Weymonth, oon- 
fonnding correct with incorrect statements, *'a Mona Golbß, 
a Swiss officer formerly in this bervit^, who married a daugh- 
ter of the famous van Kobais, was sent for to Fontaiuebleau, 
and stayed there some days. It was proposed to him that if 
he would go to St Domingo and from thence to North 
Amerk'.'i, he sIkjuIJ have the rank of BriLradier, and nine or 
ten thousand Uvres a year daring the time of his being em- 
ployed. These conditions he accepted after some hesitation, 
and pet out from hence on Monday last. He is aooompanted 
by a Möns. IloltzeudorÖ', a Prussian by birth, who was like- 
wise engaged by this court, and has had the rank of lieuten- 
ant-colonel given him, with six thonsand Uttcs a year. He 
18 not thought to be an officer of any distinction, bnt M. 
Colb^' is, I am told, a man of ability. He was sent to Xorth 
America during the ministry of M. do Choiseul, who gave 
him the * ordre de m^iite.' " 

Li point of fact the negotiations had not yet reached this 
point. Kalb was still in Paris, and concluded a new agree- 
ment with Deane on the 7th of December, which bears the 
additional signature of La&yette. This young man had 
then just completed his nineteenth year. He was filled with 
yoithful enthusiasm for America, and a burning desire to 
flesh his sword in a transatlantic crusade. His kinsman and 
paternal friend, the Oomte de Broglie, who had knowledge 
of his plans, and who, at the same time, was Kalb's ardent 
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fNTotector, referred his condn to the latter, and recommended 

hioi to his care and counsel. It must have been between the 
Ist and 7th of December that Kalb introduced his prot^g6 
to Deane, for he is not named at all in the contract bearing 

the former date, vviiiie he signs the latter as one of the par- 
ties. 

Kalb had been clear from the first that the colonies conld 

not reckon upon a steady and vigorous support at the liaiuLs 
of France, unless they should succeed in enlisting the Bjmr 
pathiea of a considerable number of individuals eminent by 
birth and station. He therefore made it his special object to 
confirm young Lafayette in his noble and di^^interested zeal, 
as he did not fail to perceive that he would draw after him 
many others of the sprigs of the high nobility, and thus, pos- 
sil)ly, make inlerest enough ultimately to biing about an 
alliance between the two conntrieB. As a man of riper years 
and established reputation, whose judgment and experience 
had weight with younger men, he brought the indefinite and 
sometimes wandering ambition of the French nobles to bear 
upon a practical object, and gave a political direction to the 
enthusiasm for philosophy and tlio rights of man then raging 
among iashionable circles. He managed to identify with it 
the struggle against England, and the necessity of wiping 
from the French escutcheon the stains infiicted by the Seven 
Yenrs' War ; and by this exercise of his personal influence, he 
made himself not only the leader and adviser of the young 
nobility, bnt also contributed no less to the final success of 
the American arms, than he was afterward instrumental in 
promoting it as a commander in the field. 

It was about the end of November or beginning of De- 
cember, 1776. Deane inttu<ied to bend the cannon above 
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named, as well as the ammunition, arms, and tents, which tha 
French Government had presented to the colonies, together 
with the offioen, from Havre, Naotea, L'Orient, and Dnskirk» 
to Amerioa. Kalb himself was to sail from Havre with odo 
of the very first vessela It had been sufficiently difficult to 
collect these variouB articles from oat of the fortresses of the 
eastern and northern parts of the kingdom, and omvej them 
to the western ports, without exciting the snspidons of the 
English iinibassadoi' ; but these difficulties were increased 
tenfold when thej were to be shipped at tliese ports in the 
vessels taken bj the officers enlisted b^ Deane. The minis- 
ters answered Lord Stonnond's remonstrances by saying tliat 
the munitions of war and the officers were intended for the 
colonies; but this allegation was contradicted by the oir- 
enmstance that merchantmen, and not men of war, were 
employed for the purj)ose. Moreover, the young officers be- 
longing to the expedition committed great indiscretions — 
went through the streets of Havre and Nantes boasting of 
their intended exploits, and discussed their plans and pro- 
jects in the coffee-houses, as if with the design of provoking 
the misGrivings of the Eni^lish minister. Even Beaumarchais, 
who had hastened to Havre, under the assumed name of 
Durand, to superintend the embarcation, lapsing from his 
great mercantile röle into the weaknesses of the literary man, 
could not deny himself the satisfaction of having his come- 
dies performed during his presence at Havre, and even aV* . 
tended the rehearsals."* 

One of Deane*8 ships, ostensibly bound for St. Domingo, 
the Amphitrite, was to take General du Coudray, while an- 
other, la Seim^" was to carry the cortege headed by Kalb^ 
who readied Havre o * the 10th of December. The former 
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aitfctiallj 8et aail from Havre on the 14tli of Deoember, but 
retimied in a few days to L'Orient, dissatisfied with the ac- 
commodations of the vessel and the storage of the cargo. *• 
At the energetic interpeUatioD of Lord Stormond, the French 
mmisters now ootdd not avoid imning an unqualified inter* 
diet of the expeditiou. To this was added tlie news of the 
defeat of t(ie AmericaDs in the campaign of 1776 — a Bofficient 
reason with Yergennee for even withholding, for the pres- 
ent, the supplies already on sliipboard." Du Coudray again 
set sail, alone, on the 14th of February, 1777 ; but Kalb and 
Us companions remained, awaiting a more favorable oppor- 
tunity. 

W hile Kalb was still at Havre, expeotiug the removal 
of the obstacles to his departure* he received, from one of 

his confidants, Dubois Martin, secretary of the Conite do 
Broglie, reports of occurrences at Paris, and the prospects 
of La&yette and his friends, and consulted with him on their 
mutual plans for the future. Dubois' letters, dated the 8th, 
14th, and 17th of l>eceiDber, throw a new light upuu this 
still obscure stage of the relations of France with America, 
and therefore deserve to be given here at length.*' 

*' I have received," sajs Dubois, December the 8th, "the 
letter you sent me in favor of M. Gerard for Mr. Deane. 
Receive my thanles for yoar attention and punctuality at a 
moment when you are so imicli oceuiiied witliyoiir irnix'ndiiig 
<lepartare. I have been persuaded by M. de Mauroy and de 
la Roziere to dine with them. The Marquis de Lambert 
occupied me with his conversation for a long time, and the 
Marquis de Latiiyette has conversed with uie for at least three 
hours at two sittings. But yon have seen him this morning 
after he had left me ; I am not, therefore, called upon to 
relate what took place between us this evening. 
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" Lafayette has probably told you that the Due d'Ayen 
(hia fiitber4o4aw) had wntten, or intended to write, to M. de 
Maurepas. The answer of the minister was to the effbct that 
he knew nothing of the entry of Frciu li officers into the ser^ 
vice of the Knglisb colonien, that such a step would be an act 
of hostility, which his Majesty was ikr from sanctioning ; that 
the king was mach gratified with the evidences of the zeal 
of the Vicornte de Xuailles (Lafayette^s brother-in-law), but 
that he must not tliifik of going to America. On the strength 
of this letter, which is exactly what it should have been, when 
a matter calculated for oral commanication only is committed 
to writing, the Yicomte de Xonilles renounces his plan. The 
answer of M. dc Maurcpas will certainly get before the pab* 
lie, and no doubt come to the knowledge of Lord Stormond, 
00 that, if this ambassador and his court put fbith in it (a 
question which T leave to your decision), your journey to 
St. Domingo will not be molested. Our young marquis 
(Lafayette) does not despur; he still has the greatest desire 
to go, and is on the point of writing to RnfTeo (the Comte de 
Broglie's country-seat) for advice and iiiforaiation. lie is 
satisfied with sending his letter by mail, which will give him 
leisure for reflection, and the count sufficient time for consid* 
oration. I do not yet know what will be Lafayette's final 
resolution. M. de Xoailles, having renounced his own de- 
signs, will probably endeavor to dissuade the marquis from 
adhering to his^ in which attempt he will of course be seconded 
by \m fnmily. I shall have the honor, if there Is sufficient 
time, of informing yon of any turn the affitir may take here- 
after, availing n yself, for that purpose, of the address of M. 
Feray. 

Yesterday,*^ continues Duboia, from Paris, the 14th of 
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oember, 1776, ^ I received your &vor of the 10th ioetaot. I 

am waiting for news from Ruftec, and it crivcs me great pleaa 
ore to hope there m^y be time to ti:aiismit them to you. 

It most he confessed that secrecy is a virtae, and that 
you have every reason to congratulate yourself on having 
escaped the consequences of the precantinns taken by your 
braggart friends to prevent yoar joamey from becoming pnb- 
lidy known. 

'*Tfae Due d'Ayen had wntten to M. de Maurepas lor the 
Yioomte de Noailles. The minister answered that he knew 
nothing about the matter, and that he could not allow the 
Ticomte to go. The Marquis de Lafayette is not discouraged. 
He is waitii^ for the answer to a letter which he has handed 
to me (for the count), and will take the advice which will be 
given liim. He is a most splendid young man, and sincerely 
devoted to you. 

**The latest news which occu|ne8 all the world here, is the 
arrival of Mr. FranVlin at Nantes, who, as I may remark in 
passing, has even taken a ship on his journey hither* He wlll| 
as M. de FayoUes writes me, set out for Paris to-day or to- 
morrow. 

** Mr. Deane will wait till Monday before handing M. do 
Haoroy the despatches intended to have been delivered last 
Thursday. He received a letter from Mr. Franklin, by which 
this matter was protracted. Two persons have to-day in- 
formed me, that a prohibition has been published agunst die* 
cussing the war in the cafde. The precaution is a timely one^ 
as the war is at present the subject ol every conversation. 

^ I hope to send yon some news from Rufieo before your 
departure, and would request you to forward the enclosed 
little note to AI. de Souuevillc.^* 
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" I have the honor,** aaje Daboia io hie final epistle of De- 
cember 17, ^ to eii<^o«e a letter just reoeived for joa from the 

Comte de Broglie, wbiie yours of Uic 14tb instant only came 
to band yesterday. 

'*M. du Coudray and bis corniumions have my best wishes 
for their success, and I hope that, contrary to general expe4> 
tation, he may elude the pursuit of our neighbors. 

^ I should be glad if you would come here onoe more, to 
see Mr. Friiuklin. It would greatly further the negotiatiou 
you have undertaken, as it is possible that otherwise some 
other party may approach this member of Congress with the 
8ame views as those we advocate. If you cannot jrel awav I 
would like you to write to Mr. Deane, asking him whether or 
not the arrival of Mr. Franklin will effect any alteration in 
the form or spirit of his despatches, or in tlie plan you haye 
submiiied to him for the choice of a commander-in-chieC 

" At all eyents you might warn him against giving too 
ready an ear to suggestions of parties probably ill calculated 
Ibr 80 importaut a position, as I am quite sure you agree with 
me in opinion that there is not a man in Europe so well fitted 
for the office as ours (Broglie). I do not entertain this view 
bocauüe of any predilection for the candidate. You wuuid 
very much oblige me by an intimation respecting your ideas 
and intentions on thb head. 

" It is given out here that the insurgents have made peace, 
I do not believe it, because M. du Coudray has been allowed 
to depart. It is true that the news was only published on 
Sunday the 15ih. Mr. Deane expects Mr. Franklin to*day. 
He has now postponed to next Thursday the delivery of hia 
despatches to M. de Mauroy. The latter also, as you see, is 
not ready to start. It is siud here that a courier has been 
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•ent to the Wber of Seville (Beamnarohais), whose diacretton 

surprises me. I hope you will adopt soratthing of ray mode 
of proceediDgi if the pablicity he has given to his Havre , 
expedition ehonld be attended with no ill oonseqaenee. M. 

de Manroy desires his kindest regards. As the count is very 
food of him, I wish you may become very intimate in foreign 

The obecnre passages in the preceding hnes are explained 
by the following letter of the Comte de Broglie himself. 
OfaaraeteriBtic of the selfish point of view in whioh the 
Prench magnates regarded the Ameriean contest, and inter- 
esting from the clearness with which it displays the plans 
and hopes they founded nf»on it» it discloses the bloated self- 
oonceit of the mling class, the narrowness of their social 
prejudices, and th^ir utter inability to uuderstaiid the scope 
and reach of the American revolution. ^ _ 

In the eyes of these weU-seasoned politioians and states* 
men, the enthusiasm entertained by the ounger nobility for 
a war waged in support of populur rights, was at best a 
drapery for their own selfish purposes. For such men noth* 
ing was good, just, or honorable, except what benefited them 
personally, and damaged the English. Thus America was a 
soil upon which to display their talents to the gaze of an 
' adnuring world ; the people there fighting for their liberties 
came to be considered, at the utmost, as materials with 
which the great were to work out the splendor of their 
renown. A sound appreciation of the merits of the issue 
was as distant from their minds as the scene of the drama 
was remote firom their corporal visiou. What interest they 
did take in this phase of the question was such as would 
have been maxiiiLütcd by the condebceuding nod of approba- 
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tion with which a lord contemplates the provident upoa 
whom he bestows his charity, Dot so much for the happiness 
of the poor man as to iUastrate his own mndfioence. The 
peasant republic appeared, to the leading nobles of that day, 
as clear of any connection with the past or future of the 
civilized world, as the CiroasduuiB or the Bedonins appear to 
the present generation ; and Washington was little more to 
them than the "brave Scham yl or Abdelkader to the modem 
newspaper reader. The candor with wliich this way of 
thinking and these designs are revealed in de Broglie's 
letter, is precisely what makes it so interesting- and in8tme> 
tive. How little Silas Deane, incompetent as he was, can 
have been convinced of the justice of his cause and the 
sneoess of his conntrymen, how perfectly ignorant he must 
have been of the natore and bearing of the contest, Is 
shown by his favoring and approvincr the plan of the 
French, instead of repelling it with utter scorn as iuconipati- 
ble with the honor of his country. Can the French, under 
these circumstances, be blamed for considering the Amern 
cans simply as their passive instruments ? 

"I have seen with j)lea8ure," writes de Broglie at his 
oonntiy-seat, Ruffec, the 11th of December, ^^from the rel** 
tions of M. Dubois Martin, as well as fVom your last letter 
of the otli instant, the good proijress of your allnirs, and 
hope that all your wishes will continue to be realized. You 
may rest assured that, on my part, I shall not neglect your 
interests, which, as yon will not fail to remember, I have at 
all times advocated, tlie more cheerfully iliat 1 know that 
the favor of the king could not be better bestowed. 

I do not doubt that the plan communicated to yon by 
M. Dubois meets yon * entire approbation. It is clearly in* 
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dispeDsable to the permaneDce of the work. A militaiy and 

political leader is wuuted, a iimu tilted to carry the weight 
of aathoritj in the colony, to unite its parties, to assign to 
each his plaoe, to attract a large nomber of persons of all 
classes, and carry them along »villi him, not courtiers, but 
brave, efficieat, and well-educated oflicers, who confide in 
their anperior, and repose implicit faith in him. There need 
not be many grades of a Iiigher order ; but there is need of 
soon . 1 ecause the corps and the country are separate £rom 
each other. Kot but that there is room enough for a nnmr 
ber of persons, from among whom a selection may be made. 
The main point of the mission with which you have been 
Intmsted will, therefore, consist in explaining the advantage, 
or, rather, the absolute necessity of the choice of a man, 
who would have to be invested with the power «>r bringing 
his assistants with him, and of assigning to each the position 
for which be should judge him to be fitted. The rank of 
tlie candidate would have to be of the first eminence, such, 
for instance, as that of the Prince of Nassau | his functions, 
however, would have to be confined to the army, ezdnding 
the civil service, with, perhaps, the single exception of the 
political negotiations with foreign powers. In proposing 
such a man, you must, of course, not appear to know 
whether he entertains any wish for such a position ; but, at 
the same time, you must intimate that nothing but the most 
fsvorable stipulations would induce him to make the saori- 
fioea expected of him. You would have to observe that 
three years would be the longest period for which he could 
possibly bind himself, that he would claim a fixed salary, to 
eontinue after the expiration of that period of service, and 
that un no account would he consent to expatriate himself 
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for ever. What tshould make you particularly explioit or 
this point is, that the assurance of the man's return to 
France at the end of three years will remove every appre- 
hension in regard to the powers to be conferred, and will 
remove even the semblance of an ambitious design to be- 
come the sovereign of the new republic 

^^Ton will, therefore, content yourself with stipulating 
for a military authority for the person in question, who 
would uuite the position of a geueral and president of the 
conncil of war with the title of generalissimo, field maiv 
shall, etc. 

** Of course large pecuniary considerations would have to 
be claimed for the preparations tor the journey, and for the 
jonmey itself^ and a liberal salary for the return home, much in 
the same manner as has been done in the case of Prince-Fer- 
dinand. You can give the assurance that such a measure 
will bring order and economy into the public expenses, that 
it will reimburse its cost a hundred^fold in a single campaign, 
and that the choice of officers who follow their leader at his 
word, and from attachment to his person, is worth more than 
the reenforcement of the army with ten or twenty thousand 
men. Yon well know the persons who adhere to this leader 
and the unlimited number of subalterns ; yon know that they 
are not courtiers, but excellent and well-tried soldiers ; you 
know better than others, the great difl'erence between the 
one candidate and the other, and will lay particular stress 

* 

upon this point. You will be equally mindful to dwell upon 

the effect necessarily produced by such an appointment on 
its mere anouncenient in Kuropo. Even in a good European 
aimy everything depends upon the selection of a good com- 
mander-in-chief; how much more in a cause where everything 
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has jet to be created and adjusted ! It b not easy to find a 
DUD qualified ibr aneh a task, and at tbe same time willing to 
ODdertake tt If matteni down there—** 1& bas ^— slionld turn 
out well, you ^huuUl induce Congress immediately to send 
little Dubois back to Mr. Deane with full powers and direo* 
tioDs. These powers should be limited in no respect, except 
in so far as to remove all danger of a too extensive exercise 
of the civil authority^ or of ambitious schemes for dominion 
oyer the repnblio. The desire is to be useful to the repablio 
in a political and military way, but with all the appropriate 
honors, dignities, and powers over subordinate functionaries; 
in shorty with a well-ordered power. 

**If yon send back little Dnbols, advise me at the same 
time ot ilie true condition of aäair^ and oi the state of public 
feelmg, adding yonr suggestions of what is best to be done. 
Also inform me of the nature of the power conferred upon 
the agents of tbe insurgents. Farewell 1 I wish you and 
your caravan a pleasant journey. I shall execute your com- 
misrions, and shall flee M. de Sartigee when I get to Paris. 

"Acquaint me with the receipt of this letter, aud with 
tbe moment of your departure, and write to me under the 
direction of the Abb6 St. Evrar !, at the bureau of II St. Ju- 
lien, treasurer genti al oi the clergy, I leave Lhis unsigned. 
Toa know who I am.^' 

In anticipation of our narratiTe, we may here remark that, 
Tery soon after arriving in America, Kalb was oonvinoed of 
tho utter impracticability of de Brogiie s projects, and buried 
them among his papers. When this last letter came to his 
hands, the expedition to America was scattered to the winds. 
Some of the officers quietly embarked for the United States 

at L'Orient and Nantes, others did not go at all, while Kalb 
6 
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and his companions returned to Paris for the present, m 
tbe clofling days of the yoar 1776, not to renomioe hia pUnfl^ 
but to prosecnte them with more matnre preparatioD and 
better saocess. 
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Kau akd Lavatxir Bbtitk «nia Psofiov.-— ^Tns Lärtm Rvoltbi to 
PmouBv A Ship at BoBotAUz. — ^RtABon ttm tbe Oboioi otBobdiavz. 
— Dno» llAnm tbi Go-Bfnrmr.— Thx Shif La Vicioiki Sbliotid. 
— Lj.r ATXTTi Rmram pbov Emojuuio to Pahu. — Gokcxalb HtMULr m 
Ka.lb's Horn.— Both Set Our foe Bordsavz oü ths 16th of Harob» 
1777. — ^LAPATtTTK's Family, hot tbb Qo/wBoatm^ Opposso to Hisf.— 
Ittthtos ot the Fbincb Gabivst ab Risptcis America. — Kalb to fits 
WiPEON THK DiFriCTJLTiEs Caüsedbt Lafatbite. — Tbk Victoire Lcatxs 
FRA?«rE FviMvnF.iiEr). — Shk Sails to LosPasaoks in Ppaik. — Lakayetti 

TltLDS TO THE OrDERS OK Till CoURT. — IIe Go*S Ba( K TO BüRDKaUX.— 

Kalb Xfttlfd at thk Blunkers. — Lafayette Ketürsb. — Tbe Victoire 
Sail» for America on tmk 20th of Apeil. — The Company. —Error of 
THE Historian Spares in Reoard to Lafaykitk s Position' as Kespkcts 
Ejilb, — Ak&ival in South Carolina. — Visit to Major Uueger.— Ride 

to CnARLF.JtTON. TnENCK TO Pki LAl'ELPHI A. CooL RF.CKPTiON ON TIlH 

Pari OK Congress. — The Du Couiiray Dikeiculty. — ,lKAi.orRY ov thf. 
Katite Ofeiceejä. — New Threats. — Dc Coldray KEiiijii;. — Lafayettk 
FissT Appointed. — Reasons for this Pufbrencs. — Ealb*8 Batisfag- 

TlOlt AT IiArATBTTB*8 FrOOBUM.— KaLB*B LbTTEB OF AOOUBf 1, 1777, 

10 THi PanmcNT or Cobgbbsb.— Hn WBU^rouMDBD CoMPLAim.— Bii* 

BABEASBIIRMT OF COITOUE».— KaIB RlSOLTn TO RkIDBM TOFrAVCB WITH 
Rn OOMPAMT. — SOB8IQÜBBTLT COifOSBSS RSEOLFBl TO ApFOIMT HlH A 

If ajob-Gbvbral.— Kalb HssitATRSi but Fixallt ConcLvm to Stat.— 
Rn TkBHB AooBpiVD im Past. — ^Hib Sbxiobitt. — Hi Sbts Out oh tbb 

SlST ot OCFOBBB to JoIX TBI Abkt. 

/~\F all Kalb's friciKl^? and companions none had more ar- 
^ dently sustained the cxpctlition to America thanLnfay- 
6tte« He too, foand his cheiished hopes and aspirations 
\>1a8ted by the prohibitory order of the Freneh Oovemment, 
yet he clung to his design, and staked everything upon its 
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exeoQtioD. The firat call made by bim ia company with 

Kalb, who had returned in the mean time, w:i.s to the Comte 
de Broglie at liuffec, and his private secretary, Dubois Mar* 
tiD. Both agreed that the voyage to America mast be made 
In spite of all obstacles, ui^ed that it be immediately under- 
taken, and discussed with Kalb and La^siyette the measures 
required to promote the common enterprise. The result of 
their transactions, which ooonpied bnt a few days, was, thai 
Lafayette resolved to purchase and freight a ship, and to em- 
bark apon it at once Ibr America, with Kalb and his other 
IHends. 

Ill preparing for this step, the utmost secrecy was the more 
essential^ as the English ambassador had his spies everywhere 
in Paris and the northern seaports, and as a word from him 
must iulallibly lead to an interdict of the expeditiuii, if not to 
the arrest of those coucerued. A go-between was needed to 
effect the purchase and equipment of the vessel, without at- 
tracting public attention. For this purpose the choice of the 
party fell upon a brother of the Dubois before mentioned, 
Lieutenant Fran9ois Auguste Dubois Martin, designated by 
de Broglie as Little Dubois,^ who was attached to a French 
infantry regiment at Port au-Prince, whence he had come to 
the mother country in 1776, to purchase arms and unifomia 
for his regiment. After executing that commission at 6or* 
deaux, he liad gone to Paris at the close of the same year, in 
order to bid farewell to his brother before returning to St. 
Domingo; he arrived just as the first American expedition 
was being formed. At the rccominendatioii ol his brother he 
had been admitted to the train with the rank of Mi^or, and 
was on the point of embarking with Kalb at Havre, when the 
mimsterial prohibition force him to return to Paris. He re- 
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tamed his intention to mora to St. Domingo ; bat on the evt 

ot his intended departure he was informed by his brother that 
the resokitioD to pnrchase a vessel had been formed that same 
eveoiBg» «nd was requested to go to Bordeaux and make the 
necessarv arranirements. Bordeaux, uii ;icc'ount of its reuiuLe 
position, did not attract the attention of the Government or 
of Lord Stormondy and therefore appeared the most suitable 
harbor. As Dubois had the necessary acquaintances there, 
and had already been engaged there in a similar business on 
aooount of his regiment» he was perhaps the best qualified of 
all men to aoeornpüsh so difficult an undertaking without ex- 
citing anj suspicion. He therefore immediately set oat for 
Bordeaux, and soon concluded a bargain with the firm of 
Recul^ de Bssmarins Rainbanx et Cie. The vessel, laVio- 
toire. Captain Le Boursier, was bought by him, with its cargo 
and aooontrements» for 112,000 francs, one-fourth of which 
La&jette was to pay in cash, and the balance in the course 
of fifteen months from the day of delivery, which \\ 'di> iu the 
middle of March, 1777. 

Lafayette, who had employed the interval between the 
purchase of the ship and its readiness for sea, in a trip to En^ 
land, returned to Paris on the 12th of March, and lay con- 
cealed Ibr three days at Kalb's house in Chaillot, then a sub> 
urb, now a quarter of P^rin situated between the Seine and 
the west end of the Elysian Fields, where the final arrange- 
ments were perfected with the American envoy and other 
friends of the enterprise. On the evening of the 16th of 
Marcli, Kalb and Lafayette took post to Bordeaux, and arrived 
there after a three days' journey, on the 19th. 

In consequence of the memoirs written by Lafayette m 
Wter years, aud of the account giveu by Jared Sparks in the 
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appendix to the fifth volume of Waslangton's Writings of th« 
obstacles ioterposed to the jonroey of Kalb and Lafayette, 
the belief haa become pretty general that the French €rovem- 
inent had interfered, for political reasons, to prevent the 
journey from being attempted, and that a mountuin of diffi- 
cnlties had to be sarmonnted before the Yictoire oodd weigh 
her anchors. A doe regard for the truth of history requires 
ns to cut down snch romantic exaggerations to their legiti- 
mate proportions. Tiie ministers, instead of opposing, connived 
at the journey of Kalb and Lafayette, so £yr aa their position 
allowed them to do so. Lafayette says as mach himself, when, 
in the year 1800, he writes to Madame Greymneller, the 
daughter of his iriend," " His [Kalb*s] departure was tavored 
by the Comte de Broglie, and secretly sanotioned by the 
French Government.*' What is tme of Ealb must apply to 
Lafayette, for they travelled together. 

Even after interdicting the projected Havre expedition, 
the ministry had raised no objections to the preparations 
making by the young nobility for their journey across the 
Atlantic, and participation in the war, contenting themselves, 
when interrogated, with expressions of official disapproval, 
intended for the ear of the English ambassador, but not fol* 
lowed up with any active measures. Of course they could 
not give their official benison to those lords who undertook 
to create a sensation by asking for express permission to go 
to America. This folly " (of going to America), thus Ver- 
gennes defines his coarse toward La&yette in the beginning 
of April, 1777," "has turned the heads of our young men to 
a degree that you would scarcely credit. Numerous applica- 
tions are made to me on this score. Those who are absolutely 
masters of their own actions I answer by telling them they 
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eaB do M thej please. Thooe who ask my advioe I disauade 

from goiuLT ; those vvhu abk my onlei-s, are commanded to re- 
maiii." That the intentionö of Kalb aud Lafayette were iike- 
wiae a paUic aecret, is prored by the manifold offeta of aenrioe 
«tili to be found amoog the papers of the former, oommg from 
oilicers of every grade in every part of the country. 

PoUtioaUy speaking, neither of the travellers was embar- 
rassed ; bat fitmily matters long kept La&yette in sospense, and 
even induced him to make a supererogatory trip back to 
France^ after he had safely reached the Spanish harbor of Los 
Pasagea. The Dnc d*Ayen was aTerse to the enterprise of 
Lis buQ-iii law, aiuij failing to prevaii upon him to renounce it, 
procured a secret order of the king, commanding him to ac- 
oompany his ftmily on a joomey to Italy. Even the ladies of 
Paris made light of the attempt to obstruct the noule and 
iügh-miuded undertaking of the marquis. " If the Due 
d^Ayen,^ s«d one of them^ ** will thwart snch a son-in-law in 
such a project, he cannot expect to marry his other daugh- 
ters." How little politics had to do with the postponement 
of the joomey further appears from the letters written by 
Salb to his wife during his enforced stay at Bordeaux and 
Los Fasages, which, as he had a surplus of leisure time, detail 
the most trivial ooonrrenoes of each day» and are the surest 
guide in anivuig at an understanding of the true state of 
affairs. " There is still a possibility," he writes, ou the 20tli of 
March, 1777, a few days after his arrival in Bordeaux, "that 
oar departure may be prevented. I find so many matters 

feiill to be anangcJ, lliat the minister will receive notice of 
the journey of the marquis in time for his prohibitory order 
to anive before we go to sea. Notwithstanding the ardor 

with which we are at work, nothing is more uucei tarn litau 
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this voyage. At this moment a courier has been despatched 
to aacertam the effect produced hy the Dews of our proceed- 
ingSp and to preveat an interdict from usuing." ^ Wo are 
8tiÜ ignorant,** he eontinnee on the 28d of March, whether 
onr departure will not be prevented, as our vessel, so long de- 
tained already, cannot go out into the stream before to- 
morrow. When the wind will tarn Qod only knows." 

It was on the night of the 25th of March that Ealb and 
Lafayette went on board the Victoire, und on the 26th they 
reached the month of the Garonne. From this plaoe the 
latter writes at noon of the 86thy on the very ere of stand- 
ing ont to flea, ^In two honrs we shall be in the open sea. 
We ai*e weighing anchor in the most glorious weather. I 
shall certainly write you again before my arrival in America, 
beoanse we have yet to enter a European port, and shall prob- 
ably wait at St. Sebastian for the retam of a courier sent 
to Paris." Accordm^jly, the Victoire first took a southerly 
course to Los Paaages^ a little port in the bay of St.^Sebas- 
tian, in Spain, and arrived there on the 28tb of March. ^ It 
will not be necessary," Kalb writes again on the Ist of 
April, 1777, "to wait here for the return of tlie courier sent 
to Paris, because another has been sent to us from Bordeaux, 
who came here yesterday. He brought the orders of the 
court commanding the marquis to repair to Toulon, there to 
expect the arrival of the Due d'Ayen, and of the Countess de 
Tes84, his sister, and to travel with them to Italy. This is 
the end of his expedition to America, to join the army of 
the insurgents. He is at this moment leavintj for Bordeaux, 
whence, if possible, he will {»roceed to Paris, being loath to 
go to Italy* I am now obliged to wait for the courier whom 
Lafayette is to send me, either from Bordeaux, if, on obtaui« 
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ing, from the commandant of that plaoa, more BattsÜM^toiy 
information of the king's eommanda, he Unätt ft necemiy to 
abaodon the journey, or from Faris, if he is permitted to go 
there, and then &ilB in aeenring the oonmt of the Dbo 
d'Ajen to his proceeding. Time will hang heavf on my hands 
here in the mean time. I do not believe be will be able to 
rejoin me» and have advised him to compromise with the 
owner of the ship at a sacrifice of twenty or twenty*five 
thousand francs.** 

Thus Lafayette qiutted the Spanish territory, where no- 
body molested him, and where his own Government conkL 

uul have followed him if they had wished, and returned to 
France of bis own accord, to enter onoe more upon the ar- 
rangement of his family affiurs. He certainly might have 
gone forward at once. Kalb does not speak very favorably 
of the course be was pursuing. " I bad flattered myself," be 
writes once more on the 6th of April, from Los Pasages, 
^with the hope of receiving news from the marquis from 
Bordeaux la^t evening. If they do not arrive to-day or to- 
morrow car stay here will be a very long one, as in that 
case he will not write nntil he gets to Paris, for certainly 
ueither M. de Maurepas nor the Due d'Ayen will j)ermit him 
to rejoin ns. If the marquis has not already got a bargain 
with the ship's owner, his blonders will cost him dear. I 
call them bhindcrs, for his course was sillv from the moment 
he could not make up his mind quietly to execute bis pro- 
ject, andistarbed by threata It was the letter of the 
Vicomte tie Coign y, received by the courier sent to him on 
his. return to Bordeaux, which produced this sudden change 
of purpose. If that letter bad not found him abready in the 
boat which was to carry us on board oar vessel, I believe 
6* 
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Lafayette would have relumed at once, aud, Id mj opinion, 
be would have aoted properly. When be asked my advioa 
•iboQt wbat be sboiild do, I thoagbt it my daty to diMoacIc 

bim from disregarding the wishes of his Wither-in- law and 
tbe commands of the king. On tbe contrary, I advised him 
to give way to bis family, and to avoid a mptnre witb tbem. 

Had he not constantly flattered himself that he had the ap- 
proval of tbe Due d'Ayen, I would always have warned him 
not to go so &r as be went. He bad always assured me that 
bi8 family sanctioned his plans, that his 1'mtIu r-iii law hiniBelf 
intended at some time to go to America witb the Vicomte de 
Koailles, and that even Madame Lafayette bad been made 
acquainted with Iiis intentioiH by her parents, and wonld 
approve of tbem. I have always thouglit him to blame lor 
keeping tbe matter secret from bis wile until tbe moment of 
bis departure. Had be told me in Paris all tbat be bas ad- 
mitted since, I would have remonstrated most earnestly 
against tbe whole scheme. As it is, tbe aiTair will cost him 
some money. But if it be said tbat he has done a foolish 
thing, it may be answered that he acted from the most hon- 
orable motives, and tbat be can bold up his bead before all 
bigh-minded men.'' 

"The reasons which drove us to enter this port," says 
Kalb in his letter ot April öth, "still detain us here, for we 
must have tbe permission of tbe marquis, or of the owner 
of the vessel, for proceeding on our voyage. By a letter of 
Messrs. Kainbaux ds Cie I learu that he reached Bordeaux 
on tbe 3d, and immediately sent a courier to Paris, whose 
return be h awaiting. This shows tbat be is reluctant to 
abandon his project and his vessel, and still hopes to obtain 
tbe consent of bis family and of M. de Maurepas. I hardly 
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tliink be will snoeeed. It will not be before the llth that I 

shall know what to expect, even if Lafayette should receive 
au immediate answer from Paris. This long delay is iotoler- 
erable. I sball be too late for the openiDg of the campaiga, 
and am so mnch the more mortified ae Mr. Deane offered mo 
a passage in one of his ships. Should the matter be still 
longer protracted, I shall either return to Paris^ br betake 
mjaelf to the Isle of or Nantes» to wait for news from 
Deane." 

At this moment,'' continues Kalb on the 12th of April, 
the post brings me a letter from the marquis dated the 6th, 

at Bordeaux. He says that he was refused permission to 
proceed, and that he fears being compelled to go to Toulon. 
He ia now waiting for the return of his courier sent to Paria, 
and will at once inform me of the answer he receives." 
" The marquis writes from Bordeaux, under date of the 12th 
inaL/' Kalb goes on to say on the Idth, that he was on the 
point of leaving for Marseille«, where the royal order re- 
quires him to report himself to-day. lie says that the court 
devotes great attention to this affair of his, but he still hopes 
to gain over the Due d'Ayen, so as to be at liberty to rejoin 
me. He therefore requests me not to sail before receiving 
another letter from him from Toulon or some other point. 
If I am to wait until be gets to Marseilles, I shall have to 
remain here until llie 26th, Lafayette's letter shows that 
the ship is still held in his name. lie requests me to have an 
eye to his interests, and to see that his investment is realized 
as eoon as possible." 

"At thia moment," Kalb finally writes on the 17th of 
April, ^ the marquis has arrived, and is prepared to set out 
with us in a day or two. He came to this conclusion by 
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receiving assurances from every one in Paris, that none othei 
than the Due d'Ayen had procured the royal order, that all 
the world is io &7or of lA&jette's enterprue and sorely di» 
satisfied with his father-io-Uw for having obstructed his 
course, and that, finally, the ministers, on being asked their 
real seutiuieuts in the matter, had answered that they would 
have said nothing at all bot for the complaints of the Dno 
d*A]ren. We have therefore resolved to steer for our 
destined port, if no unforeseen obstacle intervenes. This is 
the last letter I shall write you, if not from Europe, at least 
from this harbor.** 

The Victoire aotnally sailed from Los Fasages on Sunday 
the 20th of April, in eliarL^e of Captain Le Boursier. Kd\b 
and Lafayette were accompanied by the Vicomto de Mauroy , 
who had also received the commission of a major-general 
from Deane, of Colonels Delesser and Valfort, Ijientenant- 
colonels de Fayolles and Franval, Majors Dnbuyssou and 
de Gimat, the adjutants of Kalb and Lafayette, and Dubois 
Martin, of Captains de Vrigny , de Bedaulz, and de la Colombe, 
and of the American Brice who had joined the cort^>ge at 
Deane^s recommendation, and who is praised by Kalb as an 
excellent and amiable young man. Of the French officers 
three bad taken their discharge^ while nine were still in active 
servioe.** If Sparks, in the appendix to his Writings of 
Washington, says that Kalb and eleven otlier officers con- 
stituted Lafayette's mite^ the statement, so far as Kalb is 
concerned, is not only incorrect, bat grows out of an entire 
misconception of European habits and customs in reference 
to matters of rank and title." An old soldi( i like Iwlb, 
leaving France as a brigadier-general, will not plnce himself 
unde: the orders of a lieutenant of nineteen; and the latter, in 
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SO well-ordered a military hierarchy as that of the French 
anuj, will never dream of expecting anything of the kind. 
Moreover, the soelai BUnding of tbe two men was entirely 
equal, La&yette being, at most, tbe snperior in point of 
wealth only, while on the other hand the Gomte de Broglie 
bad placed hia young friend under Ealb^B guardianship* 
Again, if the American standard be applied, it will be re* 
membered that Kalb as well as Lafayette ha I the promise 
of a major-general's commission from Deane, Kalbes seniority 
to date from the 7th of November, 1776, while that of La- 
layette was of the 7th of December, for the express purpose 
of making the former outrank the latter. Kalb as the senior 
officer and Lafayette as the owner of the ship, were tmdoubt- 
edly iho IcaJiiig men of the enterprise, as is stated by the 
former himself in his letter to his wife of the 6th of April, 
1777. 

After a long voyage of forty-five days, without any 
accident or i^oticeable adventure, the Victoire made South 
Inlet in the bay of Georgetown on the 18th of June, 1777. 
Tbe spot is in the State of South Carolina, about half a 
degree north of Charleston, and is now marked on the map, 
in honor of our travellers, by two hamlets, Kalb and La 
Grange (Lafayette's country-seat). At first the captain 
himself could not tell where tbey were. Kalb, Lafayette, 
and Brice therefore mounted a boat with seven sailors and 
pulled on shore to look for a pilot. In the bay they met 
with two or three ignorant neirro oyster fishermen, who were 
unable to give any coherent account of the locality, but 
could only say that tbey belonged to a nuyor in the provtn- ' 
cial force, and that the coast was rendered insecure by 
ho&lile cruitiers. Kalb and his comi-ade^ quitted their own 
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boat, and directed the 8la?es to convey them to their master. 
It was ten o'clock in the evening before they reached the 
plantation. Tbeir hoet was Major Hneger, of German 

descent, a man Ligbly esteemed in the colonie», and the 
father of the s:ime Hueger who subsequently figured so 
largely in Laikyette*s ansucoessihl effort to escape from the 
prisons of Olmntc He received the strangers hospitably, 
informed t hem of the state of public affairs, ancl» after having 
offered them refreshment, furnished them with horses, on 
which, two or three days afterward, they rode to Charleston^ 
arriving there in a scorching heat on the 17th of June. The 
Victciic, which drew too much water for Georgetown Bay, 
meanwhile threaded her way in safety through the Kni^lisli 
cruisers, and reached Charleston the same day with Kalb 
and lafiiyette. Here they sold their cargo to great advan- 
tage, so that the latter was handsomely repaid for his risks 
and outlay." 

The preparations for the overland journey north occupied 
fuU ten days. Kalb, Lafhyette, Dubuysson, Gtmat, Bedaalx, 

and Brice, set out on the -Ttli of June. As the heat of the 
weather compelled them to make short stages, they were 
more than a month in getting to Philadelphia, where Con« 
gress was then sitting. On the 18th of July they reached 
Petersburg^, Virginia, and on tlie ~'3d of the same month, 
Annapolis. Here Kalb and Lafayette alone arrived in good 
health; they therefore left their companions behind^ and 
enteil Philadelphia on the 27th of July. 

Ou presenting themselves to the President of Congress 
on the following day they were received with great cooluess, 
and referred to Lovell, the chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, to whom they handed their letters and re- 
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^mmendatioQS. He informed them, to tbeir great astonlsli* 
ment; that Congress refused to ratify the oontraots and 

appointiBeDts made by Deane.** The latter was accused of 
having transgressed his powers, not having heen authorized 
to fill the highest positions in the army with men of his choice. 
The American generaln had been greatly incensed at the 
claims recently preferred hy du Coudray, and had threatened 
to resigo In a hody if ever again visited with similar en- 

croachraents upon their vested rights. 

Du Coudray, having reached Philadelphia a few weekB 
previous to Kalh, and presuming upon the services rendered 
by him to the American cause in France, as well as upon the 
bargain concluded with Deane, bad claimed iu addition to 
the rank of a mt^or-general, not only the command of the 
artillery, but also that of the engineers. A cry of indigna- 
tion at the pretension of the Joreigner arose in the array. 
Brigadier-General Knox, beiiig himself in the command of 
the artillery, and therefore most immediately threatened, 
wa< particularly liostile. Although Steuben declares*' that 
at the time Knox had not an idea of the manner in which 
a field'piece should be handled on the advance or in retreat^ 
of course be never thought of treating that as a reason for 
resigning his position to a foreigner. He gained over Gen- 
erals Greene and Sullivan, and the three tendered their 
resignation on the rumor that du Coudray's demands had 
been complied with, Cougress rebuked the menace *' as an 
interference with their rights, and an insinuation of want of 
confidence in their sense oi' justice, and exacted an apology 
upon declining to accept the resignations; but, on the 15th 
of July, 1777, they also disavowed the agreement made be- 
tween Deaneand du Coudrav/' and endeavored to conciliate 
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both parties by bestowiüg on the latter the rank of Diajor- 
general, OD the 1 1th of August,** together with the position 
of iDspector-Ge&eral of OrdDance. Du Goaclra^, althoogb 
clearly in the right, bad the good sense to acqniesoe in this 
arrnnr^eraent, seeing that it iniplitd only an indirect refusal 
of his services, the more so as the funetions of his office 
were never defined; he therefore applied for permisaion, 
shortly before the battle of Brandy wine, to joia the army as 
a volunteer, with the rank of a captain,'' but was drowned 
on the way thither on the 16th of September, in the Schnyl- 
kill, and thus disappears entirely from the stage. 

Kalb and Lafayette, with their comrades, were so unfor- 
tunate as to make their appearance during the pendency of 
this imbroglio. Here were thirteen foreign officers calling for 
appointments, three of them, Kalb, Lafayette, and Manroy, 
with the rank of major-s^enerals. The objection raised 
aguiust du Cuudray applied with inercMsed force to the new 
comers, none the less that they also bad undeniable rights to 
the performance of the stipulations entered into with Deanc 
Congress thought the best means of disembarrassing them- 
Felves consisted in repudiating every claim presented by Kalb 
and hb friends. Lafayette was the first to extricate himself. 
What made his ease the strongest was the private letter of 
Deane and Franklin to Con<rress, dated the 25th of Mav, 1717, 
in which they say *' " that the marquis, a young nobleman of 
great family connections and great wealth, desired to serve 
our armies, and that the civilities and respect that nught be 
shown to him would bo serviceable to our affairs in France, as 
pleasing not only to his powerful relations and to the court) 
but to the whole French nation." Resting upon this advocacy 
of his service, La&yette at once declared his leadineas to 
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eoter the maj as a Tolaateer, and without any claim to pay 

or peomofi. In view of sneh prospects in Europe and snoh 
advantageous oÖer^ in America, Congress did uot hesitate 
loog. On the 8 Ist of July they appointed La&yette a migor- 
general in consideration of his seal, his illuitrious ianily, and 
his disiiuguished connectious. Congress had judged well aud 
wiaely; the reeolntion contrihuted materially to influence 
poblic opinion in fiiTor of an open war with England» and of 
au alliance with the United States.** 

Laiayette could not but be sensible that such a preference 
over a veteran officer like Kalb, as whose protege he had 
come into the country, was in glaring contrast to their re- 
spective merits. He accordingly had the delicacy to assure 
Kalb that he would accept the proffisred rank only on condi« 
tion of the same position being given to them both. 

Kalb, on his part, was heartily glad of the good fortune 
of hie young friend, and sufficiently disinterested to dedme 
his proposal. On the contrary he advised him to join the 
army forthwith, as, after the sensation produced by his de- 
parture from Franccj it would not be well for a young man 
of his time of life to return before having achieved honor and 
distinction in a campaign or two. Lafayette took this excel- 
lent advice, and, a few weelts later, took part in the battle of 
Brandywine, where he was slightly wounded. Kalb took a 
fatherly interest in this little wound, which, he said, would 
make a good impression everywhere, and would raise his 
young friend in general estimation. 

To the President of Congress Kalb wrote on the 1st of 
August, 1777; sharply and bitterly criticising the course which 
hie affairs had taken, and convincingly demonstrating the jua* 
tics of Ida claim. 
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"An accidental lameness," he says, ** prevent e«I me from 
calling on any member of Congress to know what has been 
or shall be decided in regard' to the ^eement between Mr. 
Dcuuo and my.self, and not to trouble the gentlemen of the 
Comitee for frcuch officers, or multiply their business by 
writing in lirench, I take the liberty of applying to your ex* 
oellency for information on that aceoaot» in explaining m}-se1f 
in english as much as I miy be able to do it. I was vastly 
surprised at my beiug in i rod need to Mr. Lowell to hear him 
(almost in public) exclaim loudly against Mr. Deane's proceed- 
ings, and disapprove all the conTcntions this agent has made 
with several oHieers, as being contrary to his powers. To 
which I answer that a public man ought to know what powers 
he hath from his constituents or hath not ; that Mr, Deane ia 
generally esteemed to be a candid man and a man of sense; 
that whatever he may have agreed to with others, and this too 
perhaps in a language he did not understand, mine is in eng* 
lisb, and so very plain that it can admit of no various inter- 
pretations ; for that reason I will strictly keep to the text of 
it as for the rank ; as to interebt, I will not be too rigid but 
rely on Congress' pleasure. As I have till now fulfilled my 
part of that agreement, I wish Congress would do theirs» 
witbont loss of time, and let me hear of their resolution 
thereof. I would not be a simple spectator in the scenes pre- 
paring for opening. 

'*If yon will not ratify Mr. Deane's engagement and ap* 
point me as majoi -general in yoar army, I am ready to retnm 
to Europe, but think myjiclf entitled to ask you a Biiihcient sum 
for my going home. I received from Mr. Deane 1,200 Itvrea 
French money, and certainly by going to and fro in Franco, 
by his direction, and all other expenses until my arrival at 
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Huladdphia» I speot twice as madi. And though I ardently 
derired to serve America, I did not mean to do so in spending 

part Ol my own and my cbildreü's fortune — ^for whatis deem- 
ed generosity in the Marquis de La&yette would be down- 
right madness in me^ who does not possess one of the first-rate 
fortuiR.^. If I were in his circnmBtances I should perhaps 
hAve acted like be did. I am very glad that you granted his 
wtsfaes; he is a worthy young man, and no one will outdo him 
in eothusiasra iu your cause of liberty and independence. My 
wiabes will always be that bis successes as general-major will 
equal Iiis zeal and your expectation, Bnt I most confess, 
sir, that this distinction between him and myself is painful and 
▼ery displeasing to me. We came on the same errand, with 
the same promises» and as military men and for military pur- 
poses, I flatter myself that if there was to be any preference 
it would be due to me. 34 years of constant attendance 
on military service, & my station & rank in that way, may 
well be laid in the scale with his disinterestedness, and be at 
least of the same weisfht and value ; tliis distinction is very 
unaooountable in an infant state of a commonwealth, but this 
18 none of my business. I only want to know whether Con- 
gress will appoint me as general-raajor, and with the seniority 
I have a right to expect this (for I cannot stay here in a lesser 
capacity). It wonld seem very odd and ridiculous to the 
f^ch ministry and all experienced military men to see 
me piaced under the command of the Marquis de la Fayette. 
If, on the contrary, it will not be agreeable to the U. 
8., I ask your excellency to give me full satisfaction for the 
purpose of going back, so that I may leave this country as 
soon as possible* I hope there will be no difficulty in fulfill- 
ing my last request, for I should be sorry to be compelled to 
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oftrry my case agaiiigt Mr. Deane or bis saoodsaors for dua 
ages. And meh an Mtion would injore hii oredtt and negotis« 
tionfl, and those of the state at ooart. 

**I do not think that either my name, my services, or my 
person are proper objeota to be trifled with or kaghed at. I 
cannot tell you, air, bow deeply I feel -the injuTy done to me^ 
and how ridicnlona it eeema to me to malce people leave tbeir 
Lomes, families, and affairs to cross the sea under a 1000 
different dangers, to be received and to be looked at with 
oontempt by those from whom yon were to expect but warm 
thanks." • 

Althougli Kalb was entirely justified m what be claimed, 
he was at the same time sufficiently liberal to appreciate the 
difficulties with which Congress was then contending. They 
had to choose between displeasing their own officers, men 
who had sacrificed their livelihoods to the service of the coun- 
try in the field, in some oases with distinction ar d success, and 
oflfendmg foreigners who, however generous in their offers, 
were, with the single exception' of Kalb, ignorant of the lan- 
guage of the country, and of untried merits. For, whatever 
advantages they derived from a more thorough military edu* 
cation and more extensive experience, it was yet by no means 
certain that they would be able to make their qualities avail- 
able on new ground and with new material Congress was 
obliged to consider the question whether they ought to risk a 
rupture with men like Greene and Sullivan, whether they 
ought to go the length of driving the native officers out of the 
service, and, above all, whether their course would meet with 
the approbation of the army and the people. Of course it 
was out of the question for them to come to a declared issae 

* ▲ true oopj of the ori^piud letter. ^ 
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ivHb either the one or the other. Eveo Mt the huard of a 

quarrel with the French officers, they liad no course to pursue 
except to disavow Doaoe^s course, aod take sides with the 
native generals. Aooording to the letter of the contract Con- 
grees was dearly in the wrong, and would have been the 
iosiog party if the matter had been litigated before tlie civil 
tribunals of their own country; bat In poUtioal and State 
matters it is frequently better to cot a knot than to untie it. 
Kalb himself fraukly admits in a letter to bis wile of the 19th 
of September, 1777, that he and his company were too no- 
merons, and invested with too many potttions of a high grade, 
not to have excited the natural discontent of the American 
offioersL 

On the 8th of September Congress resolved that Deane 

had no authority to iikiLl the conveiitiotis relied upon by the 
French officers, for which reason Congress were not bound 
to ratify or to fulfil them; that, nevertheless, thanks be given 
to those gentlemen, and that their expenses to this continent 
and ou their return to France be paid. Kalb now ]>rcpared 
a statement of the expenses prepared by each individual, and 
submitted them to Congress, who, on the 14th of September, 
scrupulously complied with their respousibiliries in this par- 
ticular. Some of the French officers who had come with the 

* 

Victoire returned bv w.w of Boston and Portsmouth, others 

by way of Southern pons. 

Kalb intended to join the latter gronp. He had barely 
recovered from a fever which had confined him to his bed and 

room for six lull weeks. On the I5lh of September he left 
Philadelphia, with Delesser, Yaifort, and Dubuysson, took 
the route by way of Bethlehem, where he paid his Moravian 

cuuuU) iüeii u üsil ui which he has leii a minute description. 
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and was about to proceed thence to Lancaster, when a mes- 
seoger of CoDgreas reached him with the news that be had 
been elected a major-general od the day of hia departare. 
Dnring hin stay at Philadelphia, and the negotiations In wbioh 
he was the principal actor, he had made the acquaintance of 
several of the moat inflnential members of CongreaSi and had 
so impreased them with a sense of his efficienojt that thej en- 
deavored to secnre bis services for the United Stateo. Tbey 
accordingly moved the creation of a new major-generalship. 
The motion was adopted, and be elected to the post^ on the 
16th of September/* 

On being advised of this transaction, Kalb took a night 
to consider upon it, and next morning declined the offer, 
stating his reasons. However, at the solicitations of the en- 
voy of Congress, be promised to reconsider the matter, and to 
forward his answer to Philadelphia in a few days. A prin- 
cipal reason lor hiis refusal was the fear that the retaming 
Frencb officers, who had the same rights and prospects witb 
himself, woald take offence at bis separating himself from 
them, and would make representations nnfavorable to him* 
sell to the Lunite de Broglie and the French minister. 

" Congress replied," wrote Kalb to bis wife,^ tbat tbey 
bad no objection whatever to those gentlemen, except that 
tbey conld not understand a word of English, and were 
therefore in the first instance incapable of serving in the 
army or in the country. I have meditated farther over tbe 
matter, and have considered it in a twofold aspect. If I re- 
turn, no one can complain of me, for I have done no man 
harm, and have served every one to the extent of my powers. 
But in that case I shall attain none of the objects for which 
I have undertaken this journey. If I remain, Yalfort, wbo 
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loiiowB ail my moyemeiitB and nnderataDds my motiyes^ will 
QiiderUke my defence on hm return. Besides, I am per- 
suaded in advaooe, th^t the marshal, as well as the Comte 
de Broglie, will approve of my aeiifiiog the most enterpriring 
and dangeroos horn of the dilemma, and preferring to de* 
prive myself for some time longer of ray domestic comforts 
and my fiunily. The Chevalier Dabuysaon will aoquaint 
CoDgrese with the eonditions on which I accept their offer. 
If tbey are granted, so much the better for me ; if rejected, 
1 fihall at least have the honor of having declined what was 
offered to me alone, and shall soon agun salute yon and onr 
household gods." 

Congress, without acceding to every one of Kalbes stip- 
ulations, oomplied with his wishes in the main, and issned 
Mi oommission on the 4th of October, the day after the bat- 
tle of Germantown, ordering his seniority to date from the 
31st of July, the day of Lafiayette's appointment,^^ and 
promised him the command of a division jast vacated. 
Tbey had even offered to antedate his commission to the 7th 
of Kovember, 1776, confirming the appointment made by 
Beane; Kalb, however, declared himself satisfied with es- 
capiug the ridicule of ranking nnder Lafayette, and therefore 
requested his commission to bear the same date with that of 
the latter. This was done. 

On the 13th of October K;ilb set out to join the army, 
then encamped in the neighborhood of the battle-field of 
Gensantown, twelve or fifteen miles north of Philadelphia, 
ill Montgomery County, between the Perfciomen and White- 
marsh Creeks, 
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TIOISG rOR TUK FOTTRÜ.— DjSSMBia TO Go BaCK TO fiCTROPK. — BOT Rt- 

Kaixs tob, the Present. 

T'ALB was proi)ared to leave at onoe, if bis appearanoe 



io camp should give rise to disagreeable remarks, or 
bit reception should be other than a cheerfal one. Bat, being 
cordiaHy welcomed by all the American officers, be assumed 
the command, in the early part of November, of a division 
tsrigned him, which was formed of New England regiments.*' 
He was assailed, bowcTer, by the petty envy of the Irish* 
man Conway. This brigadier, who subsequently acquired an 
onenviable prominence in the annals of the American revolu* 
tion by the cabal, already inangnrated, and since designated 
by hi^ liiirnc, felt himself injured and foreshortened in his 
oliums by the appointment of Kalb as major-general, Al- 
thongb, like the latter, be bad qnitted the French service with 
the rank of brin;adier, he endeavored to make it appear that 
he had formerly been Kalb's superior officer, and was now 
unjustly sabordinate to him. ^ It is with exqaisite concern,** 
writes Conway complainingly to Congress,*' "that I find my- 
self slighted and forgot, when you have offered rank to per- 
sons who cost yon a great deal of money, and have never 
rsndered yon the least service. Baron de Kalb, to whom 
you have otfered the rank of Major-Geueral, is my hUerior m 
France.** 

And tbns be proceeded to otter his complaints and objeo- 
lioDS, winding up with a demand of a major*generars com- 
Hussion. He approached Washington in the same manner ; 
hot the latter knew bis man too well to be inflnenoed by 
threats, and coolly repelled his advances. Nevertheless, by 
the aid of powerfnl friends in Congress, and in the teeth of 
Washington's well-fonnded remonstrances, be managed to 
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hftye bimself appointed, on the 13tb of December, 1777, in- 

g pector-genera l oF th e anny, with the rank of major-genermL 
He however forfeited this position in April, 17 78, wbea, hav- 
ing, on an unimportant occasion, renewed his threat of r» 
si^iiiDg, he was taken at his word, and hia snbseqaent ezonlptt- 
tory declarations refused a hearing, 

Kalb gave little heed to these annoyances^ and aoon had 
the good fortune to gain the esteem of the officers, and the 
appreciation of the commander-in-chief. We first meet wiiii 
his name in the middle of November, 1777, when he was seat 
by Washington, with Oenerals St. Clair and Knox, to exam- 
ine the fortifications at lied Bank/* On the 24th of the <anie 
month, some days after his return from Jersey, be attended a 
council of war, conyened for the parpose of expressbg an 
opinion of the feasibility of making an immediate attack on 
Philadelphia. Kalb was one of eleven generals who unequiv- 
ocally opposed the undertaking in question. As but four 
voted in its favor, it was not attempted. 

In his letters to the Comte dc liroglie and to his wife, 
Kalb not only gives a full report of this service, but also 
carries his narrative back to the date of his arrival in Philar- 
delphia, and discusses the subsequent course of events. These 
letters serve no less to characterize the writer than to throw 
light upon the operations in the field, and thus fhrmsh aa 
important contribution to the history of the war. Tlie opin- 
ions he expreflses may seem harsh and even unfeeling ; they 
may appear just to some^ and unjust to others ; but we must 
remember lhal a European, who could have no idea of the 
subsequent developments jf Amerioan history, would naturally 
judge fiur more critically than a native, or one whose feelings 
were entirely identified with the American army. We who 
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lim the opportoDtty of oontemplatlng men and evoDts in the 

light of after times, look upon them with differeut eyes from 
their contemporaries. The variaaoe between Kalb'a oplnioa 
and the views now held of Washington's strategy, can be, at 
all OTents, no reason for suppressing these letters. 

had the honor, M. le Comte,'' Kalb writes at Lancas- 
ter, the 24th of September» 1777, to the Comte de BrogUe,** 
"to send yon from South Carolina Nos. 1, 2, and 8 of my 
letters, coutaioiug the announcement of our arrival in Ameri- 
cs. No. 4 was dated at Philadelphia, and detiuls onr recep- 
tion there. I also informed yon therein of the appointment 
of M, de Liilayetteas major-general, witliouL pay or coniiiiand, 
and the conseqoent resolntion of all his comrades — except his 
ttde-de-oamp M. de Gimat— to return to Enrope. I tmst 
these letters have come safely to hand. On the ITtli of Sep- 
tember I reported, in cypher, the battle of Wilmington and 
Its eonaeqnences. Having reason to fear, however, that that 
writing has been lost, I shall recapitulate the most interesting 
events which have occurred since the close of July. 

M Od tbe 30th of that month the English fleet appeared in 
the Delaware, numbering twenty saiU General Washington 
was apprised of this manoeuvre, and of the instructions of the 
English Government to General Howe^ directing htm to re- 
duce Philadelphia at any oost^ and arrived with his army, the 
same day, nine miles below the town. Afler remaining there 
three days he advanced to Wilmington, on the Christina 
River. When the fleet stood ont to sea, Washington march- 
ed up the stream to a point thirty miles above Philadelphia, 
partly to secure the crossing into the Jerseys, and partly to 
be ready for any fhrther movements of the enemy. No soon- 
er waö it ascertained that General Howe had entered Chesa- 
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peake Bay, tbao Wasbiugton resnmed his march, and took 
up a position fifteen mileB below Fhiladelphia« in order to te- 

sist a liinding of tlic English, wherever attempted. Ilowe 
finally disembarked bis troops at liead of Eik [now Elkton], 
wberenpon Washington advanced to Wilmington. However, 
he lost so mach time that the English aocoeeded in ooeapyiog 
a strong position on a height, called Iron Hill, where the Gen- 
eral massed bis corps, siipposed to number tbirteen or four- 
teen thousand men. These oonstitoted nearly the whole 
English force, only the last levies of Tory reomits having been 
left at New York. To the shame of the country it niu»t be 
said that New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Maryland 
contain a large number of these Toriee, a oircamstanoe well 
understood by the English Government, when they ordered 
the revolution to be combated from the middle provinces as 
a base of operations. 

*^ On the 9th and 10th of September General Howe made 
a feint of turning Washington's flank. As he approached 
the insurgent army, the latter retreated out of its position 
on the heights of Brandy wine, where it could have baffled all 
the efforts of the enemy, by simply holding the preoipitoua 
bank of the river. On the 1 1th Gleneral Howe made a feigned 
attack upon a ford strongly defended by Washington, but 
carried his main body over a ford which the Americans had 
OYcrlooked, and then fell npon them with so much vigor, 
that after a stout resistance, they were beaten and scattered. 
They are said to hare lost eight field-pieces, and about six 
hundred men in killed, wounded, and prisoners.* The 

* Owing to a r^markalilA tinilaiiiy io the ooDfonnation of Am groond, 
the dlSfKMitioii of General Honre was exactly like those made bj the King of 
Prnsiia at Ihe battle of Kunersdorf, when he caused General Fink to engage 
the atteoiion of Soltikuw until he aucoeaded in carrying bis anay aerois the 
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TariooB en>4ugremeot8 lasted, with some tnteirnptioiu, from 
seven o^clock in the morning till sundown. The Marquis de 
Lafayette was wounded bj a bail, which entered his left 
Uugh. The loss of the English most have been oonsiderable, 
for they did not venture to pursue, but remained several 
dajs on the field of battle. Advancing, at length, to Chester, 
they retired to WilmtDgton, at the approach of General 
Washington. The latter, after the aliair, had retreated first 
to Chester, next to Darby, and on the third day to SohuyllulL 
Tbenoe he reported to CongresB that his troops were reorgan- 
ised and in high spirits, and anxious to be led once more 
against the enemy. On the 19th he encountered the British, 
marching in three columns, so far apart that if the Americans 
had taken the right column on the flank, which they could 
easily have done, they would have totally routed tlie English, 
catting off their retreat. Indeed they would have been 
entahed to atoms, their fleet not havin^^ being able to leave 
Chesapeake Bay, and of course not to enter the Delaware, 
thus putting them at the mercy of the enemy, if the Ameri- 
can commander had known how to improve the advantages 
of his position, and those of surprising the enemy. But in- 
stead of so doing he frittered away his time in slow and ill* 
conceived mancsnvres, which only resulted in directing the 
attack npoii the iiead or strongest point of the coIiiTnu, and 
iu giving the enemy time to bring up the other columns. 
When at length the dispositions for an attack were completed, 
a shower came on, so violent that every piece refused to go 
ot^ the ammuuitiou became useless, and each army went its 
way uamolesting and unmolested. Washington, forgetting 

river at a point higfacr up the Btrcam, whence he a8«aile<l and drove the right 
«'in:r of the Hu^^iauä. (MS. notes of A^juUut-CAptaia ?ou JlueaoUiutuMii, 
who MrTcd under General Uow<;.) 
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that the enenj^B powder was in no better oondition than hif 
own, retreated to the Schnjlkill in great haate, marohing 

Diglit and day, amid torrents of rain. His troops, often up 
to their waists iu water, d\viii<iled away to such an extent, 
that of what was aaid to be twenty thousand men, the strong- 
est body ever pnt into the field by the colonies, be had bnt 
six thousand remaining. With this feeble remnant he was 
forced to keep on the defeoBive. No sooner did General 
Howe perceive his own escape and the movements of the en- 
emy, than he marched in pursoit, and concentrated his col- 
umns on the Sohuyllrill. Washington threw a division 
across the river to observe the enemy, and another into his 
rear^ to harass him in case of an engagement. The plan 
was well devised, bnt ill executed. General Wayne, who 
commaDdod tlie latter division, suffered himself to be sur- 
prised, with a loss of six hundred men, whereupon both divi^ 
ions were ordered to recross the river. To crown all Howe 
executed a masked movement upon his right wing, crossed 
at a ford about twelve miles above Philadelphia, and posted 
himself between the American army and the town, which 
thus fell into his hands on the 28th of September. Washing- 
ton is now massing his force, for the purpose of driving the 
enemy out of the town again, before the arrival ot the fleet. 
All are eagerly expecting what a day may briug forth. In 
Canada the English General is said to have talten Tioonder- 
oga about the end of June — ^through the pusillanimity or 
treason of the commander. The insurgents were already 
driven back to within twenty miles of Albany. Now, how- 
ever, the scales have turned. It is said that the English have 
been defeated by General Gates in several engagements. 
Geucral Burgoyue, who has lately arrived, is said to l>e 
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wiyiaiided, mad Tieooderoga 80 hemmed io, that it can hold 
out no longer; while a nomber of English galleys are alleged 

to have f:illen into the bauds ofihe enerav. 

"I have not yet told you anything of the character of 
General Waafaingtoo. He is the most amiable, kind-hearted» 
and apright of men ; bat as a General he is too slow, too in* 
dolent, and far too weak ; besides, he has a tinge of vanity in 
Ilia composition, and overestimates himself In my opinion 
whatever sacoess he may have will be owing to good look 
and to the blunders of his adversaries, rather than to his abil- 
ities. I may even say that be docs not know how to improve 
upon the grossest blunders of the enemy. Ue has not yet 
OTercome his old prejudice against the French. 

* If I retnm to Europe, it will be with the greatest mor- 
tification, as it is impossible to execute the great design I 
have so gladly come to subserve. M. de Yalfort will tell you 
that the project in question is totally impracticable ; it would 
be regarded no less as an act of crying injustice against Wash- 
ington, than as an outrage on the honor of the country." 

** On the 4th of this month/* continues Ealb, writing to 
de Broglie from New York, October 11th, Washington, 
haying marched to G^rmantown, six miles from Philadelphia, 
the day before, uridor cover of a dense fog, fell upon tliree 
oolumns of the English force. He made the attaok with his 
right wing, in two columns (the left wing under General 
Greene having failed to come up in time), drove in the enemy 
a mile and a half beyond the lines of his outposts, and only re- 
tired after an obstinate oombat of three hours' duration. ih9 
English did not venture to follow. Washington again drew 
op bis troops in line of battle, determine I to renew the at- 
tack on the arrival of Greene's column. But, after waiting 
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for the latter ia vaio, Le abandoned the plan for that day, 
and ^1 baek upon Germantown. 

"Congress, now in session at York, have been assured by 
the Commander that they will buuii be ia a coudition to re> 
transfer their sittings to Philadelphia. Indeed, the eqoipmeot 
of the troops is going on vith vigor. The Americans seem 
to be bent upon using up or capturing the royal army at all 
hazards, even if every Eagiiähiuan should cost them lour of 
their own. In mj opinion they should have formed and oar> 
lied oat this resolotion long ago, for in the end they oannot 
fiul to succeed in driving the British from the continent. 

'* One obstacle remains, however, which exceeds ail others 
^the absence of a navy. Witboat assistance from abroad 
they will never get one. As long as they oannot eng ;>^o in 
commerce, they will suffer tor wuiil oi many articles of use 
and consumption, which, for the present, they cannot think of 
produoing for themselves. And how, without oomtnercial 
prosperity, will they ever discharge the enormous debt the 
war Ikls fastened upon them ? 

Several members of Congress are urging me to accept 
the offered commission and join the army at onoe, as a serious 
engagement is expected to take plaoe within a few days; 
Unless, however, Washington gives me the same advice, and 
assigns me to the vacant division as Congress has promised, 
I shall take my leave, and retnra to Sarope in oompany with 
M. deYaMbrt.** 

I have the honor, M. le Comte," thus reads Kalbes next 
letter, dated November the 2d, 1777, in camp, fourteen miles 
from Philadelphia, " in my last^ to give yon an aooonnt of the 
bottle of Wilmington and the affair of Germantown. Sinoe 
then uo events of importance have occurred. On the I4ih I 
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reaobed the army, and was yery kindly received by tbe com* 

tiiauder-iii-cbief, wlihuuL \vhuü<j consent I was unwiliiiig to 
uke comnuttid of the divimon mtended fi>r me by Ck^ngreas. 
Tbia ooime of mine aeema to have given him pleaanre» aa he 
inteuds to demaud the pruiiiuLioii ul two brigadiers, Iiis 
fidenda, and the removal of two miyor-generaia. In that case 
the Marqnla de Lafkyette, aa well aa myaelf, woold ahortly 

command a division. As for the rest, I believe the service 
will not be attended with any particular amenities, nor will it 
be prodnetive of glory. It ia a great deal that a stranger 

does not dishouor liiniselt' in his own eyes and tliat of his 
countrymen. In this respect such extraordinary things occur 
here aa would aoaroely be credited in Europe, An officer, for 
loBtaooe, will leave hia command at the beginning of a fight, 
informing his superior that he has something else to do soiue- 
where elae, or omitting to make thia ezphmation (which will 
do equally well), will remain away till the action ia over, and 
will then relurn, and nobody refers to the subject; he returns 
to duty« pockets his pay, and repeats tbe roanmnvre at the 
next opportunity. Nothing of thia kind is to be impnted to 
any of the i: reucii utHcers now serving here ; on the contrary, 
all the world agree that thoae among them known to me per- 
aonally or by name, are brave men. It ia tme, however, that 
some uf them arc uinjopular, partly on acconnt of tlieir quar- 
rels among themselves, and partly on account of the perplex- 
itiea occasioned by their ignorance of the langnage. 

*'Our caravan has dwindled down to a very small nunil»er. 
It has met with many dithcultioH, as Congress couid not be- 
stow the higher charges claimed by many of them, who would 
have been greatly pmszled to undcintand their instructions, 
and stUl more so to give orders themselves. These diliicuitiea 
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were furliier aggravated by the demands of the deceased da 
Coadray, for at first it was desired to retain in or take into the 
service all who had either made eorne progress in the English 
language, or at least accuied to be making efforts to acquire 
it. Had M. do Yalfort consented to remain, Coogrees would 
nndoabtedly have made him a brigadier. I might even have 
made that a condition of my own entrance into the army. I 
would ctiriaiiily have made this stipulation for no one else. 
The others indulged in complaiots against various members 
of Congress, against the Government, and against the service 
in general. These remarks were repeated and interpreted as 
indications of ill-will to the country. I believe I forgot to in- 
form you in my last that I told Dubois Martin before his de- 
partare, that it depended upon him alone whether he wonld 
be my md or not ; and that he declined the oflbr od the sole 
pretext that he had not any military equipments. 

I beseech you, M. le Comte, to rest assured that I shall 
always execute yonr wishes and commands in respectful devo- 
tion, and that I have done all in my power for the officers 
under your protection. The Marquis de Lafayette and AL de 
Yalfort are aoqoainted with my conduct in this respect ftom 
the day we set out until the moment of my appointment as 
major-general. I will not here specify the measures taken 
and the labor performed for them, as it ia only necessary to 
compare the treatment of the officers who came with me, with 
that of the oompanions of du C!oudray,.to decide whether my 
efforts and my credit have been of any avail or not. Our 
company now consi^is of the Marquis de Lafayette, MM. de 
Grammont and Brioe, his aide, M. Capitaine, who has not yet 
arrived, but will certainly remain, MM. de la Colombo and 
du Yrigny, whom the marquis hopes to employ in the oav- 
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airy; H. Bedaulx, who meets with diffioolties in sptte of liia 

connectiuuö and his philological acquirements, M. Dubuysson, 
and my8el£ What haa partioolarij iaduoed me to stay is the 
deaire to see your adherenta more largely represented here 
than the porteges of the other gentlemen of the court, who 
have taken part in American aüairs. Ahaost all the artiller* 
lata and engineers who have oome with da Oondray aeem 
anidons to go back. The üralt ia their own, as Congress is 
oqIj willing to appoint them with the rank they claim, while 
they aalL for a great deal of money. I do not know what will 
be the end of these disputes, or the resolutions of Congress ; 
but I am glad I have always stood aloof from du Cond ray's 
friendsb Tbeir demands bad already produced so much dta- 
satisfiMtion at the time of my arrival in the country, that any 
interference with their afiairs would only have brought me 
into trouble. 

Reports from the North are to the eifeot that the Eng* 

lish General Biirgoyne has capilulated, and that his entire 
army are priaoDers of war. General Howe still holds out in 
Philadelphia. We are fourteen miles from the city, and are 
endeavoring to hem it in more and more. For three weeks 
Howe has been unsuccessfully operating against Fort Miillin^ 
which is on an ialand in the Delaware near Philadelphia» as 
well as Red Bank, on the led bank of the same river. These 
forts are prote< t( I by three American frigates and a number 
of gnnboatSy which blew up an English man-of-war of six 
gons and a fngate of thirty-two guns on the 22d of October. 
On the same day au assault on Red Bank was repulsed with 
loss. We took eighty priaoners, including several officers^ 
sad Colonel Donop, who was severely wounded. If the forts 
hold out, so as to prevent the English fleet from getting to 
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the town before the setting in of the hard frosts, it must 
•taod oat to sea again, and General Howe will find it difficoll 
to maintain bis present position." 

Colonel Donop»** says Kalb in eonelading this report 
on the 7th of N'ovember, **has dietl, deeply mourned bj his 
soldiers. His last words were, that he died a sacrifioe to tiie 
onpidity of his soTereign. The saooesses in the Korth are 
confirmed. If His Majesty could resolve upon a war, how 
ftvorable would be the present momeut i It would be easy 
to intercept at sea the 5,100 men of Bnigoyne*a army who 
are now to be conveyed to Europe (bat were retained in 
Aiiierica). A French squadron of ten or twelve line-of- 
battle ships, sent at oaoe into Delaware Bay, could force the 
whole English fleet to sarrender« In oonseqnenoe of such a 
victory the English in Philadelphia would fall into oar 
li.uiJs at the same time. What glory lor France, to finish 
the war in less than a canipaign^ and to dictate terms to 
England. The blow would be certain. I have not the least 
donbt that the English fleet will resume its present position 
next year, if Citnicral Howe does not evacuate Philadelphia, 
which he will do only at the utmost need« I begin to believe 
that our forts will not hold oat long enough to compel him 
to retreat. In that case he will still need the fleets to pro- 
vision his army, as much as he does now." 

Since my last letter of November the 7tb« M. le 
Oomte," Kalb goes on to say, in his letter of December 12» 
1777, written in camp, seventeen miles from Philadelphia, 
** nothing new has occurred in the army. Detachments, 
marohes, and conntermarohes, without material results for 
either side— that is all It should be mentioned^ however, 
that the Engl'ish have burned three of their men-of-war, 
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wbioh bad nin aground in the Delaware. On the other 
haüd the enemy's artillery have destroyed and laid open our 
Fort Mifflin, bo that we were oompeiled to leave it Bat we 
carried off the only piece of ordnance not disabled. 

** On the 17th of November I was directed by the com- 
Diauder-in-chie^ with two other generals, to go to Jersey, 
Md ascertain whether Red Bank oonld resist a hostile attack, 
or would have to be abandoned and destroyed at the ap- 
proach of the euemy. We were to consult the navy officers 
of the United States now cruising in the Delaware. They 
were nnanbncnsly of opinion that the saperiority of the 
boetile artillery made a defence impossible. We fonnd this 
confirmed. Not only are the del<euce<i of the fort so dilapi- 
dated that in a very few days the garrison most be destroyed 
or captured, bnt its location is so an&Torable that without 
tbe support of ships it cannot molest the enemy in the least, 
ii would neither prevent him trotn constructing chevaux de 
frise in the channel, nor damage his fngatea and transports. 
It was therefore resolved to mine tbe fortifications, and, if 
the troops stationed in the Jerseys should cross Mente Creek, 
and not be nuccessfully repulsed, to evacuate the fort and 
blow it npu This has since been done under the direction 
of General Vamnm. 

** Four days hiter, after my return to headquarters at 
Whitemarsh, General Washington ordered me to throw 
reinforcements into Jersey, General Howe having greatly 
increased his forces there of lute. Onr camp was threatened 
by this movement, on which account onr troops were with- 
drawn from the left bank of the Delaware. By good fortune 
frar brigades from the army of the North arrived just in 
time to make us a match fcr the enemy. On the 3d of Decem* 
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ber Howe approached and made suudiy feints both to th« 
right and to the left, in the hope of deooyiog ns oat of oar 
strong position. He oontinned traversing the £eld for eight 
days, we also keeping in bivouac, but never quitting our 
ground. He did not venture to attack us; nor was it 
advisable for as to advance apon him and sacrifice the 
advantage of the ground. For, in other respects, the 
chances were by no means equal. Had the enemy been de- 
feated, he would have retreated in safety to Philadelphia; 
had the fortune of the day turned against us, we should have 
risked the loss of oor whole army, and the downfall of the 
cause. For you will hardly believe, M. le Comtc, that the 
enemy still exceeds us in numbers, and that our army has at 
no time mastered fifteen thousand men, Howe has that 
force in el^tive men. I am certain that in spite of the 
reenforcements above mentioned, and in consequence of hard- 
shipS) cold, and insufficient clothing, our army has been 
reduced until the men capable of performing duty are not 
more than seven thousand, whUe oar hospitals are crowded. 
And how are the latter adminibtered 1 And in the face of 
all this the soldier is worried with parades — and such 
parades — three times longer than is necessary, and on march- 
ing days as well as others. This gives me as much regret 
as it fills me with disgust. However, I am on good terms 
with the commanding general. He has formed a division 
for me, consisting of two brigades, all New England troops, ' 
which are regarded as the best. 

" The English finally retired to Philadelphia, after ravag- 
ing the country and burning many houses. I had correctly 
divined their intention to retreat from the position assumed 
by them J knowing, alt»o, that their provisions were cihaubted, 
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tbeir snppliee eat off, aod the surroiindiDg eoimtry laid waste, 

I calculated upon defeating their rear, being well acquainted 
with the ground^aad knowing that the maiu body could not 
be brought into action against me. Beeides, it was already 
three o'clock in the afternoon, and my retreat perfectly 
!»€care. I requested the cominander-in-rliicf lu allow me to 
make a sally with a part of my division. lie thanked me 
Tety kindly, bat only permitted me, if I thoagbt proper, to 
detaob a little corps of observation, and desired any attack 
to be avoided. I therefore sent a little detachment of 
in&ntry and cavalry after the English, directing M^jor 
Dnbnysson to show them the way. They hnng on the rear 
of the enemy for five miles, and by that gentleman^s report 
to the commanding general it appeared that nothing would 
bare been easier than, with lour field-pieoes, to have utterly 
defeated, and, indeed, cat off and captared a part of the rear 
guard, nnmbcring some five hundred men, while passing 
a lon'4 defile. 

On the 11th of December we broke camp, to take np a 
position on the right bank of the Schaylkill, six miles in 

advance. Two divisions of the right wint^ had already 
passed our pontoon bridge at Matson's Ford, when suddenly 
an intrenched camp was seen there, from which the enemy 
had assailed and cannonaded the militia marching in the 
fronL The great distance made it impossible that General 
Howe should have been informed of our movements in time 
to have thrown his main body in our way. It was clear that 
this was only a strong detachment, which had ventured out 
in search of provisions. Instead, howeve , of falling upon 
the enemy and engaging him, or making a detour, Greneral 
SoUivan, who commanded our right wing, retreated across 
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the bridge, and ordered it to be taken down, abandoninj? the 
militia to their fate. Thus wc remained on the left bank, 
at Swedes Ford, three miles above^ where we oenstmoted a 
new bridge, no better than the old one. Before the day was 
over we learaijcl lhat the hostile ( (»ips numbered but two 
thousand men, and made off in the utmost haste. 

Od the 14th," ooutiniiee Kalb in a postscript written in 
oamp at GnlpVs Mill, Deoember 17, 1977, we crossed the 
river by two lord» and two bridges, and pitched this camp. 
Yesterday we were detained by the weather, and to-day by 
the Ihst proclaimed by Congress. 

■'WarfEffe in this eotrntry Is toilsome and dilBcnlt, and 
the season is too far advanced i or us to remain in the field. 
Nevertheless we do remain. Althoogh we expect to go into 
whiter-qnarters the day after to-morrow, we must expect a 
winter campaign, as the enemy gives us little rest, and his 
main position is only twenty or twenty-two miles away. 
The miserable hovels we are oonstmctiiig in these dreary 
monntaine are, therefore, very far from deserving the honor- 
able designation of winter-qnarters. Honses are not to be 
had, even for generals. I shall personally superintend the 
erection of my castle, in order to have it as little badly 
bnilt as possible. Bnt be that as it may. Valley Forge is to 
be onr winter retreat, if that name can be applied to so ill- 
deiended a camp so near to the enemy. Kepose will cer- 
tainly not be onr portion, as the number of those fit for duty 
is very small, in eonseqnenoe of the great number of sick 
and of discharges. I am the officer of the day every fourth 
day. Twenty-four such hours afford employment sufficient 
for two men ; and even in my brief leisure hours I hardly 
have a moment to myself, binug then obliged to look after 
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wj dmAOD, mad to attend the Yvkm oonsnltatioiii and 

coimcils of war. 

^On the 19th instanti" Kalb oonolades his report to 
de Broglie at Valley Forge, on the 2Kth of Deoember, ^ the 
arnjy reached this wooded wilderness, certainly one of the 
poorest difitriots of Pennsylvania; the soli thin, unculdr 
rated, and almost nmnhabitcd, without forage and without 
provisions! Here we are to go into winter-quarters, i. 
to lie in shanties, generals and privates, to enable the army, 
H is said, to reooTor front its privations, to reoniit, to re* 
equip, and to prepare for the opening of the coming cam- 
paign, while protecting the country against hostile inroads. 
The matter has been the subject of long debates in the ooun^ 
eil of war. It waa draoussed in all its length and breadth — 
» load practice to which they are addicted here — and good 
advice was not taken* The idea of wintering in this desert 
€sn only have been put into the head of the commanding 
general by an interested speculator, or a disaffected man. 
Means were found of implicating Congress, which body has 
the foible of interfering with matters which it ndther un- 
derstands nor can understand, being entirely iKiioiünt of 
the locality. It is unfortunate that Washington is so easily 
led He is the bravest and truest of men, has the best in- 
tentions, iiiid a sound jiidfrment. I ara convinced that he 
would accomplish substantial results, if he would only act 
more upon his own responsibility ; but it is a pity that he is 
80 weak, and has the worst of advisers in the men who enjoy 
his conhdence. If they are not traitors, they are certainly 
gross ignoramuses. I am satisfied that our present position, 
if retained, will ofibr none of the adyantages expected from 
ik On the contrary, the army will be kept in continual 
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alarms from being too near the enemy, and too feeble, to our 
whole efieotire foroe hardly amonnta to nz thousand men. 

To nse tbem for the protection of the country, excludes 
every idea of rest. It might have been expected that a 
camp would have been formed m a aeonie poeition, and oom- 
pact in its design, corresponding to the small nmnber of the 
army ; and that it would have been strongly intrenched, so 
as to resist any attack. Instead of this the divisions are 
encamped so far asonder, that we are practically split np 
into a number of petty detachments, isolated so as to be 
unable to support each other, and helplessly exposed to 
every assault Who knows whether we shall not receive a 
severe blow this winter ? When the enemy go foraging, we 
remain qaiet in camp. If we were properly informed of 
their movements, we miglit intercept their foraging parties. 
But iu most cases we never hear a word about them. A fine 
management for recuperating and making the army effect* 
ivel And if recraiting is to be attempted, the effective 
force must be still furLher reduced, by detailing officers aud 
meu for that purpose. If this is done sparingly, but few 
leomits will be obtained, and tJie army will go out of the 
winter-qnarters as puny as it went in. Unless Congress will 
speedily throw off their present vacillation, and adopt ener- 
getio measures for completiug the regiments and compelling 
the militia to serve for three years (a step I have been daily 
advocating for a long time), a time will come when the 
General will not be able to calculate upon liaving twenty 
men to command next momiug. The men are drafted in 
classes, and are only called npon to pledge themselves for a 
service of two months. After the expiration of that time 
no man can compel them to remain another day. This state 
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of things IB a burthen to the State and to the dtisen ; there 

is no end to the drilling of raw recruits, from which the 
tenrioe derives no manner of beneiiu This system of militia 
■emce will yet prove the destruction of the oanae. The 
deiil himself could not haye made a worse arrangement 
On the I tgalar troops it entails a turthcr disadvantage. The 
moneyed militiaman — and the majority are of this descrip- 
tion— does not march himself^ bnt hires a snbstitnte, whom 
he pays from $200 to 81,000 for two mouths' servioe. These 
gentry are well content to pocket this amonnt of money for 
an eight weeks* promenade, and take good care not to enlist 
permanently — the very thing which the greater part of iheiu 
would do if the militia sendee was abolished^ or the militia 
cnly employed to fill np the old regiments. Yon may im- 
agine the dilllculty of recruiting under these circumstances. 
I do not know what is done in the clothing department ; bat 
it is certain that half the army are half naked, and almost 
the whole army go barefoot. As to patrolling the country 
round, it is not even carried so I'ar as to keep the road from 
Isncsster to Erie, and from Erie to the Delaware, in onr 
control. A number of officers hare joined me in urging this 
mt^uce. But it was objected that by so doing we should 
expose the banks of the Delaware, the eastern part of Mary- 
land, and sereral counties of Pennsylvania. But do we not 
expose them now, and all the more ? The whole diHerence 
would be that snuh a disposition would enable us to live on 
what now constitute the supplies of the enemy. 

**Onr men are also infected wiili ilic itch, a matter which 
attracts very little attention cither at the hospitals or in 
esmp. I have seen the poor fcUows covered over and over 
with scab. I have caubed my seven regiments to put up 
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l)arracks large enoagh to hold all these unfortunates, so that 
tliey can be sabjeeted to medical treatment away from the 
oiherSi 

"All things seem to contribute to the ruin of our cause. 
If it is sustained, it oau ouly be by a special iuterpositiou of 
Providence. The army contractors bare been consulted as 
to the best place for going into winter-qoarters, and have 
declared thai the present location is the most con\ < nit iii tor 
them. Tliia, by-the-byo, was dune contrary to my advice. 
Now we have hardly been here six daya, and are already 
anffering for want of everything. The men have bad 
neither mvai nor bread for four days, and our !ioi:ses are 
often left for days without any fodder. What will be done 
when the roads grow worse, and the season more severe ? 
Strong detachments onght to be sent oat at once, to get m 
provisions. And what rest is given to the soldier? The 
generals never think of sparing their men. They take the 
full complement of guards to which their rank entitles them. 
The general of the higtiest grade has a lientenant with thirty 
men, the brigadier a sergeant with twelve men to watch 
him, and the remaining stafi' officers in proportion. To set a 
good example, I have taken it upon myself to reduce the 
number in my divbion. This has been much commended 
but by no means imitated. Imitation is not in vogue here. 

^*In addition to this there is here a series of officers very 
expensive and totally superfluous. Bvery brigade has its 
commissary of subsistence, its qnartermaster, its wagon- 
master, its commissary of forage, and each of these again 
has his deputies. Each geoeral, again, is entitled to a special 
commissary of subsistence and three commissaries of forage. 
All these men rank as officers, and really have nothing to do. 
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Mj blacksmith is a captain 1 The very muneroiui araistant- 

quartorm asters are for the most part men of no military edu- 
catioii whatever, in many oases ordinary hnoksters» bnt al- 
ways colonels. The same rank is held by the oontraotors- 
genenil and tlieir agents {ßmrnisseur general et facteur ghv- 
kaJ^ It is safe to accost every man as a colonel who talks 
to me with fiuniliarity ; the offioers of a lower grade are in- 
variably more modest. In a word, the army teems with 
eolonela. The quartermasters-general provide quarters for 
the oommander-in'Ohief and for themselves, bnt for nobody 
else. The other generals, even some of the officers, take 
their quarters where and as they please and can. For this 
pnrpose thousands are often to be seen hastening on in ad* 
vance of the army. In the rear of it nohody thinks of the 
distance. Luckily we have an enemy to deal with as clumsy 
as ourselves. If any one yon have occasion to look for is to 
he ibnnd, it is only to be aooomplished by good luck or inde- 
latigable perambulations. Plans of quarters are unknown. 
It is necessary to live a long time iu every oamp^ before you 
can find your way. All my remonstrances i^^inst this 
ahiise were of no avail. I liave sibundoned the j)nictice of 
Bugg^tiug improvements in the service and in organization. 
I have had the greatest trouble in making them understand 
the necessity of strong patrols for visiting the posts. They 
had no idea of a system of pickets and outposts. Detach- 
ments of dragoons were usually employed, who of course 
knew nothing about it. Thns it happened that posts were 
often missed for days, and were not relieved, from ignorance 
of their locality, and that the officers, in visiting the posts, 
were always groping in the dark. The party who had 
posted them, on arriving in camp, could only tell approxi* 
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mfttely where tlu-y stood. The other day, when 1 was re- 
lieved from being officer of the day, my saccessor iaqnired 
whether I had held a parade. I answered Uiat I should 
never unnecessarily increase the troubles of the solJiers, nor 
keep them, under arms to no porpofie. For it has beeo very 
oold for a month, and the assembly as well as the mounting 
of the guard is done so slowly, that it generally consumes 
two hours. Aly comnide replied that he had ordered up all 
the drummers, and meant to have a grand parade. 

<^But I must tell yon, M. le Comte, how a grand parade 
is manaered. Wlien the troops are drawn up in order, the 
officers ot the guard and those commanding the pickets post 
themselves opposite the line on horseback. The drummers 
then march solenmly down the fifont from right to left, and 
back again from left to right, beating their drums all the 
time. Then they make a wide detour, and repeat tiie per- 
formance in the rear of the troops, until they halt on the right 
of the line. At this moment the command to march is given, 
and the troops pass in review before the officers. You must 
understand that the whole parade, headed by the general, 
makes a circuit around the little cluster of horsemen, and 
then, before setting out to mount gnard, range themselves 
again on the grouii<i froia w hich they started, a march which 
occupica at least three-quarters of an hour. How sad, that 
troops of such excellence, and so much seal, should be so 
little spared and so badly led ! But everything here com* 
l/ii.ts to ins})ire disgust. At the sinailest sign from you I 
shall return home. 

have never mentioned the subject of my pay, because 
I know nothing about it I have not received anything, I 
cannot say whether it amounts to a hundred and iit'ty or to 
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two hundred doUan a month, or more, bat it oaght to ran 

from last July. The sum looks large, but horses are exce»* 
stTelj dear at this plaoe, and all necessariea ao much above 
the ordinaiy price, that the best I can hope for will be to 
escape a loss, I am the only general whu practises economy, 
and restricts his table to what is most needed. Neverthe- 
less, at the last camp I had to pay my parveyor of milk and 
butter two hundred and forty-two francs for the consumption 
of two weeks. Besides, the pay is made in paper money, on 
which there is a loss of four hundred per cent in exchanging 
it for silver. No one, therefore, ought to serve from interested 
motives. On the other hand, the expenditures for provisions 
and other necessaries for the army must be enormous. I 
draw forage for two four-horae baggage wagons, besides 
which three horses, raised in the country, ha ve been furnished 
Ibr my servants. I reoeive twenty-four daily rations or 
tlurty-six pounds of meat, twenty-four pounds of bread or 
flour, a considerable quantity of rum, candles, bacon, salt, 
soap, etc. The storehouses are well filled, and we are at 
liberty to take from them what we please. The war fund 
pays a good many bills that could not well be made jjnblic. 
I have no doubt that the contractors make titly per cent, on 
every contract, not to speak of the other defraudations, the 
mere enumeration of which would be endless." 

As a finishing touch to this very unattractive picturvi of 
American camp life, we subjoin Kalb's remarks, in his regu- 
lar correspondence with his wife, about his own compatriots 
and late Irieuds and compauious. On the whole," be writes 
on the 5th of January, 1778, I have annoyances to bear, of 
which you can hardly form a eoncepttoa One of them is the 
mutual jealousy of almost all the French officers, purticulai'ly 
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against those of higher rank than the rest. The pco])le think 

of notliii^L^ but their incessant intri|gfues uiid backbitings. 
They hate each other like the bitterest enemies, and endeav- 
or to injure each other wherever an opportunity offen, I 
liave given up tlieir society, and very seldom see them. La- 
fayette is the sole exception ; X always meet bim with the 
same cordiality and the same pleasure. He is an excellent 
yonng man, and we are good friends. It were to be wished 
that all the Frenchmen who serve here were as reasonable as 
he and I. Lafiiyette is much liked ; he is on the best of 
terms with Washington ; both of them have every reason to 
be satisfied with me also." 

Another letter, written January 7, 177a, at Valley 
Forge, to President Henry Laurens,^ shows a better insight 
into Wasluugton's difficult position. What can I say,* 
Kalb writes, about our doings, or rather doing nothing 
during the fall 7 Have we eyer been able to undertake any- 
thinsr agaiii.->i ilie enemy? Have we not been lying often 
in the open field, without tents, under arms lor many hours 
together, and In very severe weather, too ; with an army al* 
most naked and barefoot, worn out by fatigue (partly by 
necessity and the grdiuary hardships of the field, but as 
much so, I dare say, by the ignorance of some of the leading 
officers, in keeping the men under arms longer than would 
be required), and constantly inferior to the enemy in num- 
ber, even after the reönforoement from the Korthem army. 
To whose door this defect of numbers must be laid I am at 
a loss to tell, being unacquainted with the mi Lh >ds ciiipluyed 
or prescribed for recruiting ; 'tis most improbable that the 
commander can be faulty in this point, it being always a 
genei urs iuteiebt to iiuvu a strong army, lie has, uo doubl, 
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regulaxljf ipven to Congress exuct returas, to show them 
bis weftkneM. I cannot bat observe, in justice to General 
Washington, tbat be most be a very modest man, and tiie 
greatest friciid to the cause, for forbearing public com- 
plaints on that account, that the enemy may not be apprised 
of oar situation and take advantage of it. He will rather 
suffer in the opinion of the world than hurt his ooantry, in 
miii^LDg ap]>o:ir how iar he is irom having fK> considerable an 
army as all £arope and great part of America believe he 
baa. This would show, at the same time, he did and doea 
more every day than could be expected from auy goueral in 
the world, in the same cironmstanees, and that I think him 
the only proper person (nobody actually being or serving in 
America excepted), by his natural and acquired capacity, his 
bravery, good sense, nprightness and honesty, to keep up 
the spirits of the army and people, and that I look upon him 
&8 the yolo defender of Iiis couuUy's cause, Tluis nuicli I 
tboaght myself obliged to say on that head. I only could 
wish in my private opinion he would take more upon him- 
aelf, and trust more to his own excellent judgment than to 
councils, but this leads me out of my way." * 

Under these circnmstanoes Kalb was little pleased with 
his new sphere of action, and felt himself ill at ease in Val- 
ley Forge* Almost every letter to his wife winds up with 
the expression of a wish, or with a definite plan for his im« 
mediate return home. At one moment a threatened Euro- 
pean collision, which subsequently collapsed into the war of 
thj Bavarian succession, fills him with a desire of returning 
to the well-tried flag of de Broglie, to seek on the battle- 
üelds of Germany the distinction which seemed to elude his 

* Co|»ied verbftUou 
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grasp in America ; at another time be would like to be ao* 
oredited as envoy from Fhince to Congtesfl^ or if tbtl 
vacancy should be already filled, to go in the same capacit j 
to Geneva, where his religious confession would not be a 
bindranoe to him ; again he paints in the most vivid eolon 
the delights of an idyllic retirement in the bosom of Ins 
family ; finally, he postpones hin departure. Amid these 
hopes and longings day after day goes by, antil at length he 
abandons his plan, being absorbed in the claims of the psniif 
moment. 
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A T the time of which we are now speaking the Ameri- 



in that spirit of cordial harmony and patriotic devotion to 
the welfare of an imperilled coimtry, which, in consequence 




can generals and statesmen were by no means united 
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of distortions^ intended or unintentional, of the truth of his 
tory, i« 80 frequently asoribed to them. The AmeticaD amy 

formed no exception to the uidvereal rule goveming^ all 
newly-raised levies of this description ; it had its fuU share 
of that petty enry« those fierce dissendona and jealonaiea, 
those hitiii^ues and cliques, which inevitably grow out of the 
friüliou üf heterogtjueous interests and the clash of ambitious 
aapirations. History, of oourse, takes note only of the dis- 
cords which mvaded the higher circles, and here again the 
the comm iiuler-hK-hief was naturally the object of the most 
violent and vindictive assaults. 

To arrive at a correct estimate of these transactions it 
mubt be borne in luiud that, at Valley Forge, Washington's 
reputation, however quickly it has since established itself 
was by no means such as to point to him as the only and 
indLspensalile man for the times. In the tirst place, the re- 
sult of the last battles was unfavorable, and the result is the 
criterion for the unthinking masses; again, some errors in 
strategy hud been uiuluubtedly committed, and were, of 
course, exaggerated by his opponents into proofe of inca- 
pacity. Some, like Lee, Gates, and Conway, saw in him a 

Btumbling-block in the path of their uwu ambition ; other>, 
like Lovcil and Adams, thought him too slow, and still others 
saw inevitable ruin in the course of things mider his direo* 
tioo. His iidversaries numbered m their ranks patriots and 
men of ihe purest and most disinterested intentions; but the 
nngleaders of the period now engaging our attention were 
actuated by sinister motive ^ and the chief among them were 
Gates and Conway. The former was fairly intoxicated with 
the splendor of his victory over Bnrgoyne, largely brought 
about, as it had been, by the previous dispositions of Wash* 
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mgUm and Schuyler, aod occupied, even in the eyes of a 

strong party in Congress, tlie position oi' the expected deliv- 
erer from bondage. The latter, a bom intriguer, felt that 
Washington nnderatood him well, and therefore hoped to 
make his way by clinging to the skirts of Gates. As wo 
bare alreadjr aeeo, he managed to obtain the rank of major- 
general, and the post of inspector-general of the array, in 
December, 1777, in the teeth of Washington's well-founded 
objectiona. 

The object of the cabal which ia known by Conway'a 

name was none other than to undermine Washington*^ 1 1 pu- 
tation with the army and in CougresB, and to supplant him in 
the command by General Gates. The latter had just re- 
ceived from Congress the position of President of the Board 
ofWar, which gave him the supreme direction of military 
affiurs. The cabal, the earliest symptoms of which have been 
traced as hr back as Norember, 1777, matured in the camp 
at Valley Forge, but was defeated, in January, 1778, by the 
indiscretion of Colonel Wilkinson and the tact and dignity 
of Washington. Since then. Gates contented himself with 
opposing Washington indirectly whenever he could. Thus, 
at the end of Janoaiy, 1778, he induced Congress, without 
eommonicating with the commander-in-chief or asking hia 
opinion, to decide upon a w inter campaicrn into Canada, under 
the lead of Lafa\ ette and Conway. The plan was well con- 
ceived. In view of the nationality of the Canadians, and of 
their natural relations to France, the sucoes«» of the American 
anng was far more probable under the direction of those who 
were Frenchmen by birth and French officers by education, 
than under the management of Americans, unacquainted even 
with the language of the country. But under thiä smooth 
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exterior larked the design of gainuig oyer Le^yette» and 
with him, if possible, aU the French officers, to the interests 

of Gates and Conway. The youug marquis could Dot have 
been more effectually conciliated. Vaiu and greedy of ap- 
plause, he longed for en opportunity of distinction. The 
expeditJoD to Canada, invested vith a certiun romantic halo 
from the adventurous march of Arnold and the heioic death 
of Montgomery, two yeai-s before, promised a more than 
ordinary crop of honors. He was especiallj delighted at 
the idea of expelling the tyrannical and natural enemies 
of his country, "the English, out of the lauds they liavu 
taken from us (the French), and of imparting to the Cana- 
dians a share of the liberties of the thirteen State& How 
happy I would be," Lafkyette continues, " had I the satisfao- 
tion of being an instrument of such a revolution. My love 
for the freedom of mankind in general, and, in this particolar 
instance, my consanguinity with the Canadians and the name 
of Frenchman I am honored with, will be sufficient proofs. 
If I had believed that I am not sent for doing good and right 
to the Canadians, then I should not have hesitated an instant 
to decline this commission ; bnt as I am fully convinced thftk 
I would promote their happiness as well as the advantage 
of the United States, I shall undertake it with the greatest 
cheerfulness, if those measures are taken which I think 
proper to succeed.*' *^ Nevertheless he marred the plot of 
the clique, as a man of a high sense of honor, and of a devo- 
tion to Washington far greater than the adversaries of the 
Utter had imagined. It was only upon consultation with, 
and under the sanction of^ the commander-in-chief, that La- 
fayette accepted the command, and tlien on the express con- 
ditions that Kalb, and not Conway, should be bis associate. 
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bid desired McDougall," Lafayette continiiea in bis 
•boyeHjuoted letter of January 31, 1778, to Coogress;* **not 
that 1 am very intimately aoquainted with him, bat by the 
faiowledge I have of his rigid and imperturbable yirtne. The 
state of his health would not ptriiiit his going now in so 
cold a coontry. But there is the Baron de Kalb, who has 
sem more wars than any other officer in the contaneDti who 
came over with me, who, if I was to point out any of the 
geueral oöicers who are to be in that expedition, had an in* 
dubiiable right to my mentioning his name. He desires^ to 
some with me ; he wül be mnoh more nsefbl to America if he 
is employed there, I take the liberty of recooimending him 
m the moat strongest termSy not at all becanse there where 
sie more than two brigadiers — ^it seems there should be two 
major-generals — but because I think very firmly that, for the 
good of the service and the snccess of the enterprise, it is of 
the highest importance and of an absolnte necessity.** Con- 
greBs yielded this point, so that Conway, being junior to 
luib, was indirectly shelved. 

Aooording to the plan marked oat by Gates himself,** 
the expedition was to consist of 2,500 men, to i endezvoiis at 
Bennington, and to march over the ice of Lake ChamplaiUf 
upon Su Johns and JUontreaL Arriving at one of these points, 
Lafayette was directed to acquaint the Canadians with his in- 
leutioDSy and to invite them to enter the Union army. In 
ease public sentiment shonld not manifest itself nneqiuvocaily 
is favor of the Union, Lafayette was to call upon the ppople 
of Canada to observe a strict neutrality. If, however, he 
abonld encounter an unexpected resistance, or general disaf- 
ftotioQi he was to destroy all the wharves and vessels at St. 

* UieaX oopj. 
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Jobnai Cbambleei and the Xrie aoz Kmz, and lo retreat by tbe^ 
BMMt available roote to Saratoga and the advanced porta on 

Wood Creek and Hudson Kiver. But in case the Canadians 
sboald be filled with a desire to assist at the establishment of 
American liberty and independencoi it would become Lafiiy* 
ette's especial duty, not only to solicit their adherence to the 
United States, and to send delegates to Congress, hut also to 
call a|)on him to accept the paper money issued by him. If 
he ahonld penetrate to Montreal, the capture of which was 
the main })urpoBe of the expedition, he was to possess himself 
of all the arms and munitions of war. Lafayette quitted the 
camp on the 7th of February, 1778, followed by Kalb on the 
16th of the same month. His rente lay through Pennsylva^ 
nia and New York over ice and snow, or impassable roads^ 
over which he travelled alternately on horseback ui by sleigh, 
so that it was not before the 24th of the month that he reached 
Albany. Here Ealb was rewarded for the hardships of 
the journey by excellent (juartera. Little as he usually heed- 
ed such matters, he yet records with great satisfaction ou this 
ocoasioD, that in Albany he slept without his clothes, for the 
first time since the 14th of October, the day of his arriTal in 
camp. 

It was but too soon apparent that the entire expedition 
had been inaugurated without a proper calculation of the re* 
sonrces at command. Conway, who, at the instigation of his 
IHend Gates, reached Albany even before Lafayette, and was 

to hand him his instiuciions, had scarcely arrived before ho 
deolartid the march to Canada an impossibility. Generals 
Schuyler, Lincoln, and Arnold, well acquainted with tbe conn* 
try, and with the spirit of their own people as weQ as with 
that of the Canadians, were of the same opinion ; and if Lafay- 
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ette st iint dung fondly to the hope of overoomiDg all ob* 

Stades, Kalb had been oo the spot but a few days, when he 
vaa oooviooed of the impraoücabiüty of the andertakiDg. Id- 
MAtd of the 2,500 men whioh had been promised, they Ibund, 
at Albany, Schenectady, Johnston, and the neighboring towns, 
floarcely 1,200 soldiers, suüeriug for want of indiapeosable 
oeoeaaariefly and insiiffiinently olothed abd equipped even for a 
■oramer campaign. General Stark, who, as Gates had boast- 
ed, would probably have burned the English flotilla even 
before Idilayette's arrival^ had not a single man under his 
orders, and began by asking Lafayette how many troops he 
wanted, and for what period he wished them to be raised.** 
There waa on all hands a lack of money, supplies, men, and 
even good will, so that with the utmost exertions of Ealb and 
Laiayette too much time indispensably needed for the march 
itself would have been consumed in preparation. 

Under these circumstances Ealb advocated an immediate 
reluni to camp; btit the month ot M.irch pa^iicd away bctbru 
he and Liifayette could set out on their journey. Besides tho 
ooDiiderations which grew out of the merits of the case, KxHh 
had persona! reasons for disliking ihe^ enterprise. His posi- 
tion, in consequence of the course pursued by Conway, was 
extremely disagreeable. The latter reiterated his former 
grievances, complained of being placed under the orders of one 
who had been his subordinate in France, and asked to be re- 
ealledi or transferred to Rhode Island. We have seen above 
what was the true state of the case in reference to his alleged 
seniority in the French army. But what especially btamps 
CoDway*s remonstrances as emanations of mere personal iiH 
trigue or morti6calion, is the circumstance that he had no ob* 

jections to make to Lalayette^s command-iu chief, though 
1* 
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that noblemao bad been bat a lieatenaot in France, and tbero' 
fore a great deal further beneath him in dignit7. The true 
motive most lie beneath the snrfiuje. Laftiyette was not to be 

assailed, because Gates iiiuiself desired, hy so flattcriug au ex- 
pression of confidence as was involved in giving him the chief 
oommatid, to draw htm over to his side, and then^ through 
Conway's infloenee, to attach him to the interests of the 
clique. But by making Kalb the adviser of Latayuiie and 
the virtual military director of the enterprise^ to which the 
marquis merely lent hb name, all the brilliant projects of the 
conspirators for the seduction of the foreign officers were 
dispelled. Tliis circumstance explains the bitterness which 
runs through the letters of Conway and his friends. 

hear that General Kalb,'* writes Conway to Gates, 
from Albany, February 24, 1778," "is coming to this place; 
he is my inferior in France, and it would be disagreeable for 
me to find myself under his orders ; besides I do not thiniL that 
there is any occasion for three raajor-generals to command 
the few troops ill llü^^ (piarier. I wish you would lot tne know 
the intentions of Congress concerning lue, whether 1 am to 
serve here or with Gei|f ral Putnam or on Rhode Island. 

^ Greneral de Kalb," Conway continues on February 25, 
** is just DOW arrived. I am sure he was not sent by you, 
but by Marquis de Lafayette* I could understand that he 
was induced to call for Baron de Kalb becanse the people 
whom you guess and whom I do not choose to blame, ex- 
pected that Baron Kall/s aimal liere would give me a 
disgust. In thin they have guessed very right; however,! 
solemnly declare that I am ready to serve this cause to whioh 
I have devoted myself in any part of the continent where I 
will be thought useful.'* 
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While Conway confines himself to ooTert allnsioDS, Rob- 
ert Troup, bis fridod, and Gates^ lud» u far in uro explicit. 
^ General Conway,'' writes Troop to his general, is sorry that 
Baron de Kalb has been thought of for reasons^ I dare s i) , 
you are aci^uaioted with. The baron was of inferior rank to 
him in France» and he would injore himself in the eye oftbat 
nation if he were to serve ander him in America. I oonfesa 
this reason has mach weight with me, and I am convinced 
you will not deem it improper. 

"But what 18 of more conseqaeooe, is the service General 
Conway has rendered this country since his aniTal in Amer- 
ica. I will forbear repeating the many parts of his history 
which stamp his character as a man of military abilitiesi 
Talor, aiid attachment to the States. What can ^we say of 
Baron Kalb 2 Ue never distinguished himself in any action with 
our army. He has never proved himseli^ in my opinion, a man of 
extraordinary talents. Why, then, should he be preferred lo 
Conway ? 

I only suggest these hints to show you the impropriety of 
sending Kalb to the northward. I am convinced General 

Conway will never be commanded by him, and a dispute in 
Canadai about rank, would be attended, in all probability, 
with insuperable difficultiesi 

" I wish, therefore, some mode could be adopted to prevent 
the mutiny of these two gentlemen. I would rather lose a 
dosen Kalbe than one Conway. You may rest assured that I 

shall endtavor to promote friendship and good understand- 
ing between the several oncers who are to be employed in 
tiiis expedition. 

"Upon my arrival iu Albany I sliall speak to the quarter- 
master and commissary, and spur them on in the execution 
of their duty. 
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^Qenenü Conway Velrave« that tfae cabal at heaclqnartert 

want the marquis to lake K:ilb in order to prevent bis doing 
aoythiog that won't contribute to bis own bonor or tbe in- 
tercfltof theSutce."* 

It is interesting to see that the cllqne of Gates and Coii* 
way, judging the command er-in-cbief by their own base stand' 
ard, took for granted that Washington and bis friends were 
engaged in a cabal which really had no existence ; as matters 
stood, however, it is certainly fortunate that the march to 
Canada was not attempted, because even tlic slighest bicker- 
ings brongbt on by Conway, would have been attended by 
the most disastrous consequences. Congress themselTca 
were at length convinced that the plan was not feasible, and 
renounce^ it by a formal resolution, directing Washington to 
recall Kalb and La&yette to beadquartersi as their presence 
was indispensably required there. 

How happy I have been,'* writes Lafiiyettc from Albany, 
JVlarch 25, 1778, to Washington, " in receiving your Excelleo- 
cy's fovor of tbe 10th present. I hope you will be convinced 
by the knowledge of my tender aflfecUou for you. I am very 
sensible of that goodness which tries to dissipate my fears 
about that ritliculons Canadian expedition. At the present 
time we know which was the aim of the honorable Board» 
and for which project three or four men have rushed the 
country into a great expense, and risked the reputation of our 
army, and the loss of many hundred men, had the general^ 
your deceived friend, been as rash and foolish as they seem 
to have expected. O American freedom ! what shall become 
of you if you are in such hands? 

"I have received a letter from the Board, and a resolve of 
Congress, by which you are directed to recall me and tbe 
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BnnNi de Kalb^ whose preMnoe in deemed abeolutely necessary 

to your army. I believe that of Geueral Conway is absolutely 
iMoeffory to Albany, and he has received orders to stay there, 
which I haTe no objection to, as nothing perhaps will be done 
in tins quarter but some disputes of iudiaiis and Tories. 
Uowever, you know, I have wrote to Congress, and as soon 
as Uus leave will come, I shall let Conway have the command 
of these few regiments, and I shall immediately join my re- 
spectable friend; but till I have received ioslructioDs for 
leaving this place from yoarself, I shall stay, as powerful 
commander-in-chief, as if Congress had never resolved my pres- 
ence absolutely necessary for the great army." 

Washington's directions, to the same effect, anticipated 
Lafayette's despatch, and reached Albany the day after the 
departure of the latter. Lafayette and Kaib immediately 
set out on their return. The latter left the 29th of March, 
rode down the Hudson to New Windsor, and then stmck a 
westward course through the States of New York and Penn- 
sylvania, to Lancaster, where he arrived early in April, and 
enjoyed some weeks of repose before returning to the army 
at Valley Forge, 

His return to headquarters was immediately followed by 
news of the defensive and offensive alliance concluded be- 
tween France and the United StuLes, on the Cth of February, 
1778. 

The commander-in-chief assigned the 6th of May for the 

solemn celebration of an event so important and bo joyful to 
ibis country. In cousequeuce ot Steuben's unwearied labors 
the army was able to execute a grand mancsuvre, on which 
occssiott it was commanded by Kalb in the centre, while 
Lord Stirling led the right and Lafayette the left wing.** 
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But let US bear Ealb's own acoooot of the day's festivitiea, 
and of the erento thereby oomznemorated, 

»Tbe alliance,'* he writes to bis wife on the 12tb of Maj 

1 778, " is, on the part of the King of France, so rational, 
and so generous beyond all expeolaliou, that it has won him 
the hearts even of those who loved him but little before. 
At the same time, it may be said that this act of magnanim* 
ity is none the less a movement of the most subtle policy, 
which, quite apart from the glory reflected upoo the king 
and his ministers, will prove of infinite commercial advan- 
tage to the French people. No means could have been better 
adapted to bruise the colossal power of England, and to 
snatch this great country forever from its allegiance. The 
treaty reflects the highest credit on M. Gerard, who was in- 
tmsted with its negotiation. His name will be inscribed 
upon Liie annals of this new empire l)y the side of Louis 
XVI., as the iuterpreter of the high-hearted sentiments of 
that noble monarch, to whom this immense continent owes 
Its liberty and happiness. 

*' The solemnities *vere opened with divine worship at the 
bead of each brigade. Then followed three volleys of artil« 
lery, each of thirteen guns, and each sacoeeded by a round 
of cheers, of which tlie first was in honor of the Kiug^ of 
France, the second in honor of the European po\v(M*ö friendly 
to America, and the third in honor of the United States. 
The oonmiander-in-chjef gave a grand banquet in the camp. 
Fifbeen hundred persons sat down to the tables, which were 
spread in the open air. All the officers with their ladies, an 1 
the prominent people of the neighborhood, were invited. 
Wine, meats, and liquors abounded, and happiness and con- 
ten tmeut were impressed on every countcuauoe. Number* 
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less harrahs were giveo for the Kiog of France, and the 
Wreach officen bad no small share in the bonors of the occa- 
tioiu It was a fine day for as, and a great one for General 
Washington. Let me say that no one could be more worthy 
of this good fortune. His integrily, humanity, and love for 
the jost cause of his conntry, as well as his other virtaesi 
receire and merit the veneration of all men. A Frenoh sol* 
dier had bten condemned to death by a court-martial jupst 
before the festival. The niurquis and I sued for pardon to 
the gnilty. The commanding general answered that on a 
day dedicated to the gratitude owing by America to the 
King of Fiaiice, he could not reftise French officers a boon, 
and availed himself of the opportunity to pardon all other 
eriminals at the same time.** 

The French alliance was a stimnlos to the spirit of the 
soldiers no less than to tliat of the officei*«. In consequence 
of it a council of war, convened ou the 8th of May, 1778, 
was attended by Generals Greene, Gates, Lord Stirlmg, 
Mifflin, Lafayette, Steaben, Armstrong, and Kalb. It was 
called upon by the coiuuiander-in-chief to decide the ques- 
tion " what measures ought to be adopted, aad, particularly, 
whether a movement on Philadelphia was then advisable? 
As the objections and obstacles which had weighed in oppo- 
sition to otfensive operations the preceding November, were 
still in full force, it was unanimoof^ly resolved to await the 
liirther development of events, which, in effect, induced • the 
English to evacuate Philadelphia of their own accord a few 
wteks after. 

Until that time the American troops remained quiet in 
ibeir camp at Valley Forge. The independence of the 
United States being now assured by the French alliance, the 
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oath of allenfiance was ooce more exacted, and was admin- 
ifltered hy Kalb to the brigadiers GloTer and Larn^d. He 
was himself sworn on the 12th of May, 1778 ; a proof that 

at that time he had reuoanced all idea ul a speedy return to 
France. 

Sach was the fact. *^ Bat for the late treaty,'' he writea 
to his wife on the 25th of May, 1778, I should haye re- 
turned to you ere this. Now I cannot and will not do it for 
various reasous, two of which I shall here specify. In the 
first place, war between England and Franee having beoome 
inevitable, should I fall into the hands of the English while 
at pea, my treatment would be that oi' a French prisoner of 
war, poBsibly without a claiui to being exchanged, inasmuch 
as I should have left America withont authority from niy 
own Government. In the second plaoe, the alliance with the 
United States retraneforms rae from an officer on two years' 
furlough into a general of the French army with the same, 
if not a better title to promotion than if I bad never quitted 
France. Henceforward, therefore, I shall only return by the 
express coinjiiaml of the minister." 

In the succeeding events of the war, the evacuation of the 
camp at Valley Forge, the entry of the American army into 
Philadelphia, and Wa8hington*s march through New Jersey, 
Kalb did not participate, as he was seized, in the beginiiiug 
of May, with a violent fever, which brought him to the verge 
of the grave^ and confined biro to his room until the middle 
of July. The latter stages of the disease were passed at 
Philadelphia, which the English bad by this time evacuated, 
and where a fellow-German, Dr. Phyle (Pfeil), who subse- 
quently became his intimate firiend, tenderly nnised and cared 
for him. After his recovery Kalb went to the headquarters 
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Bi Wbite Flaim, twenty-fire nulee north of New York City, 
and resumed the command of bis divisiou. It was WasLiiior. 

o 

ton's ioteotion to shot in the English in New York on the 
land nde, while the French fleet under d'Estaing, which had 

just arrived, to attack this important base of the ho^lile 
operations from the rear, and, by the combined operation 
of the two forces, to oblige the English army to surrender. 
The plan remained unexecuted, however, because the pilots 
gave it as their opinion that the depth of water in New York 
Bay was not sufficient to allow the larger Teasels of the 
French squadron to manoduyre against an enemy. D^Es* 
taing therefore, in pursuance of an understanding with Wash- 
ington, sailed for Rhode Island, in order to retake that island, 
which had become highly important in consequence of the 
fortifications erected by the English ; an enierpi ise also 
thwarted by the concurrence of a number of unfavorable cir- 
cnmstances. 

Kalb reckoned firmly on the triumph of the Franco-Amer- 
ican arms, and confidently ej^pected that, by a series of ener- 
getic and well-concerted measures, the English would not 
only be worsted, bnt compelled to evacuate the American 
continent. As in that event, which for a time iie rcgar l^ I as 
a foregone conclusion, there would have been nothing lettfor 
him to do in this country, he requested his wife, in writing to 
her from White Plains on the 14th of August, 1778, to apply 
to his old commander the Due de Broglie, for a poution under 
lum, in case he should take the chief command of the French 
army at the breaking out of a general European war, then 
universally expected. 

But the course of events was otherwise. Neither did a 
general war break out in Europe, nor was America destined 
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to be SO soon delivered from her enemies. The Engliehi for 
the present^ muDtaiaed all their positiont, and Washington 

could do nothing more than to observe them. During all the 
month of August Kalb was with the main array at White 
Plains, whence they decamped only on the Idth of Septemberi 
1778, to occupy a height on Ushkill, near the Hudson, where 
our ]i( i(; n iii iined, with a few sliort interruptions, until the 
end of November. The camp of his division was distant 
eleren miles and a half from the Fishkilly and extended along 
the road leading thenee to Sharon and Boston, while ooyered 
by Fish Creek in front, liound about was excellent pasture 
for horses." As the two armies lay opposite each other in 
entire inaction, the petty war of ontposts or against marand* 
ers and robbers, was extremely wearisome and exhausting, 
without afibrding the BÜghteät satisfaction to the military 
spirit of the higher grade of officers. Under these ciroam* 
stances Kalb would gladly have accompanied his young fiiend 
LafavL'tto, who went to Paris to spend the winter, wliich prom- 
ised to ]y.\sn away in ioactioo, and that only the express desire 
of the Oomte de Broglie kept him with the army. No one^** 
be writes to his wife from Fishkill the 7th of October, 1778, 
" has better reajson, and a more ardtiit wish than I to behold 
his family once more, and no one makes greater sacrifioes to 
manifest his deyotion and fortitade in the king's senrioe. 
Since France has interfered in the war, the subjugation of the 
continent by the Knglish is out of the quest ion. Possibly they 
will even sarreoder Rhode Island, New York, Long Island, 
and St4iten Island, to defend their own country and their re* 
lu.iliiiiii' colonics. At all events there will be no more move- 
ments of importance I therefore regard the war as ended, 
■o far as I am concerned, having no disposition to do battle 
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agMDst tbe aavages on tbe frontier. As often as a Frenohman 

returns home, my heart is ready to burst with homesickness. 
I am very tired of tbe war here, and would bave been but 
too glad to go to Paris witb La&yetteu Receive him kindly 
and courteously, Jiml thank hua for t!ie numerous ])roofs of 
regard he has extended to me since the beginning of our 
friendablp. I shall thank him as long as I live, and value and 
esteem him most highly." 

Lafayette himself did not set out so soon as he had intend- 
ed. He fell dangerously ill abont tbe middle of tbe montbi 
and spent several days with Kalb as a eonvalemsent about the 
middle of November, before taking leave of him, on the 
twenty-third, to set sail for Boston. The two friends were 
not to meet again. 

On the 12th of October Kalb entered upon a new camp 
near New Haokensack, about fourteen miles northeast of tbe 
Fishkill, because he found the fodder for his horses better and 
more plentiful. His division was distant about twenty-four 
miles ü'om Washington's headquarters. Tbe latter, dreading 
an attack of tbe English upon the positions of the American 
anny in the Highlands, ordered Kalb, on the 24th of October, 
to retire again to Fishkiil, in order to be nearer to the sup- 
porting points of the army, and tbe intrenchments on the 
Hudson, in case of a hostile movement. The preparations 
aod embarcations of the enemy were this time, however, in- 
tended for southern points, aod not for tbe force on the Hud- 
son. ^ This morning,^' he writes on the 26tb of October, ^ I 
am about to ride to headquarters, at the invitation of the com* 
mander-in-cbief, to discuss the plan for our next winter«quar* 
ters. A good sign. I do not yet know wlbere and what they 
WÜI be. If tbe English do not quit their positions, wo shall 
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most likely be oompeiled once more to baild sbaDtieSi ai 
we did last winter, aod to bold out m tbein. It is not yet 

known here what they will do. I liavo been of opinion ever 
since last May« that tbey will lonve the United jStales entire- 
ly before tbe winter seta in." However, the enemy did not 
change hia poeitton, and Kalb was consigned to four addiüoiial 
weeks of inaction in Iiis old camp at Fishkill. 

For some days we have been in the midst of winter," be 
writes on tbe 24tb of November from Newbnrg on tbe Hud* 
son ;•• " it is snowing fast, and it is by no means agreeable to 
sleep out of dooi-8, even under tents. The service is severe, 
and tbe weather is raw. Yesterday, when it waa very oold, 
I oroflsed the Hudson with my division, and shall remain in 
Newburg until the arri\al of llie ])risoners of Burgoyne^s 
army, on their march from New England to Virginia. I have 
orders to throw out six detachments to condaet them to tbe 
Delaware, and then to go into the sarae sort of winter-qnar- 
ters in the woods and mountains of Xew Jersey, as we occu- 
pied last winter in Pennsylvania.*' Yesterday he contin* 
ues on the 29tb of November, writing from hia camp at 
Smith Cove, fourteen miles from Newburg, " I went to West 
Point on foot, being anxious to see it before quitting the 
Hudson forever. The weather waa splendid, but tbe road 
contemptible. I bad to choose between clambering over tbe 
rocks and wading in the morass, or goinLj up to my knees in 
the water. I returned the same evening, having made twen* 
ty-eight English miles in ali, and waa obliged to change my 
guides, as those who set out with me were too mneh iktigned 
to go back. Never in my life have I made so fatiguing a 
jaunt; I hardly felt my feet at last; but, while I certainly 
wonld not repeat the excuraton, I am very glad to have aeen 
the beautiful West Point** 
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The oommaader-iii-chief, whose eoqM emhraeed KalVs 

divLdon, whicli consisted of the Maryland aod Delaware 
hrigndeii» teached Middlebrook in New Jersey on the lUh 
of December, and there went into wtnter-quarterB, whither 
Kalb bad marched from Smith Cove on the 4th of the 8anie 
month. The Americw army now extended in the form of a 
creaoent from Danhnry in Conneoticat to the Hudson at 
West Point, and thence, by way of Elizabcthtown, to Mid- 
diebrook. The beat possible protection of the country, the 
maintenance of the important military positions in the High* 
lands, the security and discipline of the troops, and the cheap 
and convenient procurement of supplies, were the leading 
ohjecta of this selection.^* 

Kalb remained at Middlebrook until the end of Fehmary, 
without interruption, and without being greatly edified by 
the monotony of camp life. It was not alone the compol* 
sory idleness, so repugnant to his disposition, bnt also the 
enormous expense of the gojourn, and the absence of all sort 
of congenial feli^wship» which embittered his long winter 
evenings. ''I had resolved, as yon know," he writes to his 
wife about this time, "not, under any circumytances, to con- 
sume any pai;t of my private property while serving in 
America. I ;find it flatly impossible to adhere to this pur- 
pose. Everything excef»f;ive] y dear ni this place. Al- 
though I have expended nothing ibr clothes or linen, my pay 
is not sttflScient to requite my servants and procure the eata- 
bles not furnished by Ck)n^ress, such as coffee, tea, butter, 
suf^ar, and milk. Frcpi the &rmy stores we draw our meat, 
caadlesi bread, barley, soap, eta The consumption of meat 
is Almost incredible. It As impossible to habituate the people 
«fjÜbJ* .country .tO;any.thi»g]te order or regularity ol' living. 
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and eqaaily impossible for one who has grown up in the 
midst of order, disoiplioe, and pnoctnality« to aoeoBtom bim* 
self to the indolence of these people. Beside my three ad> 
jdtants and the officer of the guard, ten servaDts and a 
number of mounted orderlies daily eat at my table. Horses 
are a still more expensive artiele. Congress supplies me 
with eight tcani-horscs, but the generals purchase their own 
saddle-horsefiy which are excessively dear. In spite of the 
greatest economy, I am therefore spending enormous sums 
of money. Althongh the prices of all necessaries have in- 
creased nearly a huudredtold since my arrival in America, I 
consider it beneath my dignity to apply to the States for a 
subsidy. I might prefer the request to the king, but fear 
the effect of such a step on my promotion. These annoy- 
ances are aggravated by the mortihcations growing out of 
the differences in manners and customs between Amerioans 
and Europeans, and the jealousy of the native against the 

0 

foreign officers. Scarce one of the latter is contented with 
his position. There is not a second lieutenaut who, on com- 
ing here, does not expect to be better treated than all the 
rest of his countrymen. I studiously avoid entangling my- 
self in these petty bickerings, but it it is sufficiently disgust- 
ing to be told of thenu It is alii can do to preserve the 
peace in my own military family.'* I wish yon and all of 
you," thus Kali) concludes bis New Year's salutation to his 
wile, on the 1st of January, 1779, "health, contentment, and 
happiness for the coming year ^ for myself, if cirenmstances 
permit, I wish a happy return to your midst. I could dis- 
course a long time on this topic, for you know, better than 
any one else, what a sacrifice I make in this long absence 
from yon and the children, as I might live at home more 
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happily and peaoeably than any other man The priyations 
to which I am snbjected, the extraordinary exertions inoi-* 

dent to the mode of warfare aud to the rariable climate of 
this country, the freqaent moTemente from camp to camp, 
which makea rest and comfort unattainable even in winteri 

all these hardships are onerous to a man at my time of life, 
and make me extremely anxious to retam. I haye no jast 
caose of complaint^ because I have come of my own free wilL 
1 hope, however, that the king and his ministers M'ill ^'Ive me 
great credit for having remained here in deference to their 
wi»heB» exposed to every vicissitude, while the great majori* 
ty of the French officoib have returned home. I place ray 
trust in I^rovidence that I shall be spared to behold again 
the olgect of my most ardent love, and all that can tend to 
make me happy and contented for the rest of my days. For 
the present I must request an extension of my two years^ 
fmiongh, which has nearly expired; there will be no diffi- 
cnlty if you will only apply to the Comte de Brosriie." 

To rocrnit his health and replenish his wardrobe, Kalb 
went to Philadelphia about the end of February, 1779, and 
remained there until the 80th of March, when he returned to 
the camp at Middlebrook. Here, and in Boundbrook, which 
IB dose by, he was stationed until the reopening of the cam* 
paign in the beginning of June. The life of the camp was 
more quiet and monotonous than ever. Kalb was in the 
habit of whiling away his leisure hours in making plans for 
the ihture. As Gerard, the French envoy, then contemplat- 
ed returning home, Kalb thought of applying tu become his 
BQccessor, and repeatedly commissioned his wife to enlist the 
interposition of his friends with the minister. But the 
Chevalier de la Luzerne had been appointed before Gcrard'a 
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departure, tto tüat Ksan was ot course compelled to abaudou 
the idea. 

Before setting oat &»r the Hudson he received the follow* 

ing letter from Pans, froni ih^' Comte de Broglie, the only 
answer vouchsaied to all his addresses to hioo. While it 
gave Kalb no aMorance of promotion in France, it is evi- 
dence of the interest taken by the French ministers and gen- 
erals in the progress of the Americao war, and as such may 
find a place bei*e." 

Mme. de Kalb/* de Broglie writes on the Slst of March, 
1778, **ha8 forwarded me the letters with which you have 
honored me from time to time. The time for your opera- 
tions in the field has arrived. We are in hopes, here, that 
the weakness of the English at the isolated points of the 
coast in their occupat ion, which they are compelled to expose 
on all sides, will justily the American troops in an effort to 
expel the enemy. It would seem, at all events, that they 
have it in their power to harass and enclose him, and to cut 
oft' or at least greatly impede his supplies and forage. I 
have not a moment's doubt that you will omit no opportu- 
nity of explaining to the leading men of the army and of 
Congress the views of what is judicious and practicable, 
which you are so well qualified to impart. Too much cannot 
be done to make them understand the advantage ofiTered by 
their position, if they will make the efforts fiurly to be ex- 

J ected ut them. 

" T need not go into details with you. At my proposal 
to the Prince de Montbarey, sanctioned by him, he permits 
you to use the cypher concerted between you and me. I be- 
lieve you will receive instructions from that minister in re- 
lation to the plans to be adopted by Congress, or at least in 
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reference to that pordoa of those plans, the sneoetB of wbtoh 
joor oomisels can assnre. 

have personally discussed this matter with the Prince 
de Montbarey, my dear baron. The minister^ who ie ex- 
tremely well-disposed to yon, has promised me to indade 
yoa in the list ot bricradiers to be next appointed by him, 
without waiting for a general advaocement. I have assured 
him of yonr gratitude^ and doubt not that yoa will make 
every effort to give fresh prooft of year devotion to the 
king's service. 

Aa I have not kept the key to yonr cypher, be pleased^ 
bereafter, to commnnicate, in it, directly to the Prince de 
Montbarey, what cannot well be written in the ordinary 
character. I heartily desire your entire good fortune ; you 
know how deep an interest I take in year welfare*" 

That these promises were but idle words we shall see hi 
the sequel. For the present we accompany our hero to the 
Hodson» whither he marched from Middlebrook with his di- 
vision on the 8d of Jane, 1779/* to oodperate with the re- 
maining divisions of Washington's army in preventing the 
advance of the enemy into the Highlands.* 

* The Highlands is the name of the district of country extending along 
Iks Hsdaoo from Oomvall to Hiaventeav, io sallsd on aoeooDi of the mouo- 
Uim sad eng^ hsra ovnbangiug «Im vstsr« 

8 
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Maiji AnsiY AT Smith Cove. — llis f.kiiKK to his VViii:, — Dreamt 
liiuarKCTs. — Both Armiks Spenk the Summer in Orserviko Each 
Otheh. — Lauukious Service — Wayne Retakis Stony Point. — Iim>B- 

TANCK OF THIS SCCCXSS TO THE AmRRICAN ArMY. — The ImpkES^IOXS IT 

Pkooucju) on thi FoBtiOH GiHRRALS JLSD Entoys. — Kalb^s Dcliuhi at 
TBS VioiOET.— Camp n ns Woods.— Cftimi.Tr or the £j(oi.isii.~TBin 
Raiiis lino fBi OoDHnr.— Wftioirr or Kajm^b Twmuowr^ — ^DimB at 
Kalb*8.— Gblkbkatkui ot TBI Takiho or Sromr Ponrr. — BiAOmot 
OdHFAKiaoif rftOK m ^nm.— Flhvrt's Qallavtbt. — Kaib Pooh* 

ALL SOMllXft AT BOTmiOLS FaUA— StBEXOTH Ot BXS DiTISlOV.— liUO- 

tnriTT or Botb Aman. — ^PkirAnora. — ^Wabbinotoii'8 Ikibrdbo if- 
TACK VFOB Niv Tofts Frostiiatid bt D*B8rAnie.— W2BTi»«rA«ini 

AT MOBftinoWll NbW jBmT.^<6BrEBX WlMTBR.—UnUUBD 09 OOUk-* 

Gabt SomEmaa.— ScARdrr or Mobkt No CRiDiT.-*DBPBBaAnov 
or Fapir Nonbt.— IvACrioii Wobib thab a SimB Cakpaiob.-*Kau^ 

AOOOUBT OF TUB StaTB Of TbiBOS.— BVBiBHi Or THE NaUTB 10 TB 

FoBSioB OrnoiftB.— Smallwood Abaibst Xalb.— Hoohlb HoTnini 
OB THft Ebolxsb fbom Staten Islabd.'— Cobts or OunatTATioK nt Nib 

JrRSKT, FIRST UNDER St. ClaIR, THEN ÜNDER EaLB, IN MaRCH, 1780.— 

Fatigi e Dutt. — Kalb*8 Tactics at tke Settino In of thk Thaw — 
Washington's TiKiTKR ani> Opposite Views. — Kalu Oildfred Else- 
where on the Sn oE ApRti.. — Hk is Dkstinkd FOR THE South with bis 

DiTIBION TO THK RELIKF OF CHARLISTOB. 

rjlHE English General CliDton had resolved to open tbo 
campnign of 1779 with a brilliant eo^p de mamj for 

which purpo.se he had marched up the Hudson from New 
York in the latter part of Ma^r» in order to fall into the rear 
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of the American army, posted in Kew Jersey, and to possess 

himself of the hostile forts erected in the Highiands, partica- 
larijr West Point, as well as Kiog's Ferry, the only remaining 
river commanication between the Eastern and Western ibrts. 
Tiii.^ ferry was cuiiim;ui»led by the projecting hills at the 
eastern and westero landing, called Verplank's Point and 
Stony Fointy on tbe former of which Fort Lafayette had been 
erected, while the latter had been at least partially fortified. 
Clinton, however, being master of the river and of its eastern 
bank, fonnd little diiBonlty in redaeing these important points 
which opened his way into the Highhuuls. It was done oa 
the 1st aud 2d of June, two days after his marob firom New 
York. He immediately ordered tbe intrenohments to be re> 
paired and completed, and Stony Point to be strongly 
fortified. 

Washington had correctly inferred from Clinton's prepa> 
rations, that it was tbe de«gn of the latter to separate and 

OTerwhelm the American forces, and to occupy West Point 
tod the Highlands. For the defence of Verplaok and Stony 
Pomt be was too late, as his army did not leave their winter- 
quarters at Middiebrook aud Bonndbrook before the day of 
CUnton^s departure from New York. However, be baffled 
tile further measures of tbe English commander by forced 
marches, by judiciouö dispositioub of his troops along tlie Hud- 
son, and by proper reinforcements sent to the corps immedi- 
ttdy threatened. Before Clinton could advance upon West 
Point, McDougall, the coiinnaiuler of the fort, was streiigth- 
eaed, and the position of the main body of the Americans at 
Hew Windsor, dose by West Point, and at Smith Cove, a moan* 
lain pass in the rear of Ilavestraw, so effectively sup ported 
that be could not risk uu assault. He therd'ure returned to 
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New York, wbeooe be entered upon a system of raids and 
forays into Oonneoticut. 

Kalb^ with bis division, was with the main army at Smith 
Cove. ^Mt would seem.^' be writes from (bat point to bis 
wife^ the lOtb of Jone, 1770/* ** that a severe and ezhaosting 
campaign is before as. If we remain here mach longer, we 
shall be compelled by want of for: ige to send all our horses 
away from the camp. Had we but a fleet in the bay of New 
York, we oonld end the war at a blow by an attack on that 
city. As the enemy are compelled to devote almost all their 
attention to their islands, Kew York is left nearly undefended 
toward the sea. At this moment the British have but one 
line-of-battle ship of sixty-four gnm between Rhode Island 
and New York, and but four frigates, the largest of which 
mounts only thirty-six guns. Four French sixty-fours and six 
frigates would command the entire coast, and take everything 
that is to befbnnd in any of the ports occupied by the enemy. 
Mention these facts to the Comte de Broglie, or any one who 
takes an interest in the triumph of oar arms.^ 

As the French GrOTemment lailed to improve this oppor- 
tunity, while llie Americans alone were too weak to avail 
themselves of it, the observing attitude of both armies con* 
tinned nnehanged nntil the middle of July. Kalb, disheart» 
ened by this endless delay and irksome inaotion, woold gladly 
have returned to France, had he not considered himself bound 
to serve in the American ranks by the known intention of his 
furlough. His repeated requests to be recalled and promoted 
in the French army were unnoticed, and for this reason alone 
he remained. What I am doing here,'' he writes to hb wife 
on the 15th of July from Smith Cove,** "is extremely di^ 
agreeable. Withont my exeellent Constitution it would be 
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inpotribte to bear up long under this service. Yesterday I 

made the most wearisorae trip of my life, visiting the posts 
and pickets of tbe army in the Bolitudes, woods, and moantainSy 
dAmbering over the rookd, and picking my way in the most 
abominable roads. My horse having fallen lame, I bad to 
make tbe whole distance on foot. I uever suffered more from 
heat. On my return I had not a dry rag on me» and was so 
tired that I conld not sleep. My temperate and simple hab- 
its orreiitly coulribute to keep me in good health. My geu- 
eral health is very good, and I hardly notice the annoyances 
of camp life. Dry bread and water make my breakfiut and 
rapper ; at dinner I take some meat. I drink nothing bat 
water, never coffee, and rarely chocolate or tea, in order to 
avoid irritating my eyes^ which are the more nsefal to me as 
my Ibnr mds, partly from ignorance and partly from lasiness^ 
leave the writing incident to the service unattended to. So I 
am compelled to do it all myselfi while they cultivate their 
digestions. I have now no more earnest wish than soon to 
see yon and the children again, and never to leave yon more. 
IS our separation is destined to be of any advantage to us, it 
is dearly paid for." 

While Clinton ravaged Connecticnt, Washington, not to 
be lored feom his position in the Highlands, resolved to nn» 
dertake tbe recovery of Verplank'a Point and Stony Point, 
which had been strongly fortified by the English. He in* 
trosted General Wayne with the execution of the plan 
a^^ainst Stony Point, which, on tlie lötl» of July, succeeded 
beyond all expectation. Important as was this success in its 
practical effects, as foiling Clinton's designs on tbe upper 
Hudson, its chief valne consisted in the impulse it gave to 
the spuit and confidence of the people, and the proof it af- 
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forded that the Amerioan generals were not better fitted to 
make dispodtions of their troops, than their offioers and men 

were prompt and fearless in carry infj tliem out. It was par- 
ticularly the foreign generals and diplomAtists who began, 
after this Tietoiy, to believe in the poeeibility of a raooesslbl 
iflsne of the war, aehiered by the arms of the Americans 
themselves. Steuben, who had largely contributed to the 
resnlt by introdndng and enforcing the nae of the bayonet 
in the TTnion army, pronooneed the achievement one of the 
most brilliant of modern warfare; Gerard, the Frt'n( b aiu- 
bassador, is convinced that it will greatly eiiliance the opin- 
ion of £urope on the military qualities of the Americana ; 
and Kalb, nsnally bo calm and self-poseewied, is lavish in 
praise of Wayne and Fleiiry, as well as of their soldiers. 
On the 18th of July, 1779, from his bivouac in Deane's 
woods, he writes to his wife at greater length about the tak- 
ing of Stony Point,* and the days preceding and foUowmg 
that exploit, than about any other episode of the war. 

We left Smith Cove,'' he says,'* <'on the Idth of Jnly, 
In the afternoon, to march to this spot over roads hardly pass- 
able for eroat'^, carrying our provisions with us. We are now 
seven miles from our camp and five miles from Fort Mont- 
gomery on the Hudson, in the midst of the forest, and sor* 
rounded by crags. We have kept in bivouac for two nights, 
which were pretty cool, while the days are very hot. I live 
on cold meat, and lie at night upon a cloak stuffed with 
leaves. I expected orders to advance upon Fort Montgom- 
ery, to cross the river at that point, and form a junction with 
the f>ther troops of the right wing, which are posted above 
and below me. It seemed to me probable that a movement 
was contemplated against the hostile posts on the left bank 
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at King's Ferry, Stony Pointy on the right bank, having been 
earned in the night from the 16th to the 16th of July, and 
the garrison taken prisoner. This Stony Point is at King's 
Ferry, ten miles south of this pUce, and fitty miles above New 
York. Gtoeral Clinton, having left a garrison at that post, 
was amusing himself in the Soiiiul and in Connecticut, plan- 
dehng, biiming, and ravaging. Fairfield, Bedford, Korwalk, 
Kew HaTen, and West Haven have already felt his rage. 
The mode of warfare here practised is the most barbarous 
that could be conceived ; whatever the enemy cannot carry 
off in their forays, is destroyed or burned. They cannot 
possibly triumph in the end. Their cruelty and inhumanity 
must sooner or later draw down upou their heads the vcn* 
geanoe of heaven, and blast a Government which anthoriaes 
these outrages. In fact, this conduct seems to be the con- 
sequence or the effect of threats uttered by the peace 
commissioners who were sent hither last year. Finding their 
overtufes rejected, they declared that as America was dis- 
posed to adhere to its alliance with England's natural enemy, 
the war would thenceforth be so conducted as to leave the 
country of little value to France. It werfe to be wished that 
France would retaliate by some expedition sent to burn the 
towns and villages on the English coast, as it is the league 
with us which saddles these depredations on the Americans.'* 
It lias become customary, in modern times, on the part 
of English writers especially, to represent these acts of bar- 
barity as trivial, or as commanded by considerations of pol* 
icy ; and modem historians habitnally regard the complaints 
SDd imprecations of the Americans, as exaggerations ema« 
Dating from those who have been specially unfortunate. 
EalVs indignation at the outrages perpetrated by the Eng- 
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liah on their expeditions of plunder and devastation, is tbe 
best proof that the acts of rapine far exceeded the average 
of what was required or tolerated by the warfim of the 
times. A French officer, vrho had assisted at the invasion of 
GermaDy under Bicbelieu and Soubise in the Seven Years' 
War, had enjoyed opportunities of witnessing the almost pro- 
verbial impositions and exactions of the Freneh army, and 
was of all men the least likely to l>e squeamish in such mat- 
ters, so that the ordinary grade of destruction would hardly 
have attracted his attention. How fhr, then, must the bnitalt* 
ties of the f]nglish have gone, if even Kalb grows sentimen- 
tal in reciting them, and invokes the wrath of heaven upon 
their heada 

^ Yesterday,'* continues the same letter, I was reconnoi- 

tring all d.iy in the vicinity of my jwst, of conrse on loot ; 
I must repeat the same operation forthwith, in order to be 
familiar with my position by dinner-time." '^Thongh very 
tired, I have already returned from my exenraion,'* he con- 
tinues at four o'clock of the same day, '^and have just dined. 
The staff officers of my division were my guests. We were 
all very hungry, and did full justice to the mutton and beef 
which constitnted the repast ; large round crackers served as 
plates, in the absence of any kind of crockery. The scene 
forcibly reminded me of the conquest of Italy by ^neas, 
and of the words of Asoanius, when they had reached the 
future site of Rome. There, too, hunger impelled them to 
devour the cakes u})on which their food had been set before 
them, and recalled the oracle of the harpies, that they would 
not reach the end of their wanderings and toils, nor call 
Italy theirs, until they would have eaten their tables with 
their meals. X have, unfortunately, no Ascanius with me, 
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but I desire most ardently that my fate may be decided as 
was that of .^£nea8,that the indepeudence of America, like 
tbe oonqaest of Italy, may now be lealiaed, and that, after 
we, too, have eaten oar tables, the clone of our warfare and 
our tons may be likewise approaching,'* 

^ While we were still at table, a letter came from General 
Washington, dated the 16th of Jnly from bis beadqnarten at 
New Wiudsor, in wluch I receive my äbare of compliments 
for the valor and good conduct of oar troops, for my division 
was also represented at the assault on Stony Point of the 
previous evening. The letter put our wliole company into 
excellent humor, thoagh of coarse we had been longer and 
better acqaainted with all the details of the Buecpssfal c<nq> 
de main than tlie General liimself. I drank no rum as the 
others did, yet I was carried away by the same enthusiasm. 
1 called Mr. Jacob, and told Idm to bring me a bottle of 
champagne. He stared at me in astonishment^ sayins^ he 
bnd none. Then there must be some port wine at leant ? 
^ That is on the baggage wagons,^ answered Jacob. I 
apologized for my defective memory, and was sorry to have 
tantalized the company with delusive hopes ; but they were 
satisfied to take my good will for the deed. I promised all 
my guests to give them the best of champagne at Paris, and 
shall be delighted to keej) my word. 

^ The taking of Stony Point forms an epoch in the history 
of the war of American Independence, because it was on this 
occasion that our troojjs first ventured to attack the intrench- 
ments of the enemy, and because they displayed great bravery 
in doing so. The action lasted only twenty-five minutes. A 
hundred or a hundred and twenty of the British were killed 

or wounded, while we had thirty killed a;id sixty wounded. I 
8* 
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mean to tell the tralhy in spite of what the newspapers will 
say about our loBses, greatly ezaggerating, of coarse, the 
nnmber of the fkllen foe, and catting down oar own casnal* 
ties. But I am unable to appreciate the subtlety of this 
system of lies told by everybody and believed by no one« 
and prefer to comfort myself with the welUtried proverb, 

** 0/i fie fait point (Tomclette,, sans casser des cmfs.^'' Every 
cook knows that, aud every officer knows that in assailing a 
post, when the garrison have not lallen asleep, lives mnst be 
lost. It is odd that in the two years I have been in eervioe 
here, constantly with the anny, the troops under my com- 
mand (and I have always had very strong divisions) have 
not taken part in any battle or engagement, and that I 
myself^ so to speak, have not seen a gun go off. Were I a 
braggart 1 might go on to say that sioce I have been with 
the army the enemy have had little saoeess, and that they 
are afraid to attack ns because tbey know I am 'here; but 
the coiiicidciicc is really singular." 

On the 2Ist of July Kalb, writing from Buttermilk Falls, 
two miles south of West Point, condudes this report by 
saying : " I marched my division hither yesterday and to-day, 
by way of Fort Montgomery. Our whole army has been 
oonoentrated here and in this neighborhood, on both banks 
of the river, ainoe the day of Stony Point. The storming 
of that work seems to mortify the hostile general a good 
deal, lie has come up to King's Ferry with a numerous 
fleet, and appears to have cannonaded Stony Point, when 
destroyed and evacuated by our forees. Be so good as to 
I ell the Corate de Broglie, that L .( utenaDt-colonel Fleary 
has earned great renown at the capture of that point. He 
took two stand of c !ors of the Seventeenth Regiment, and 
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H WM be who tote the English Btandard from the walls. I 
beUeve he will be permitted tö keep the flag, as a apedal 

miiik of distiflctioa" 

Kalb ramuned at Buttenoilk Falk during the summer 
mud antnmn, without meeting, in the course of these four 

nxonthä, with any memorable adventure. His division oon- 
aiated of one regiment from Delaware and seven from Mary* 
land, and was divided into two brigades, of which the first, 
under Smalhvood comprised the First, Tiiird, litth, tind 
Seventh Maryland KegimentSi wbile tbo second, under Gist, 
was formed of the Second, Fourth, and Sixth Maryland and 
a Delaware Rec^iment. All tlie troops under Kalb'ß orders 
then numbered 2,030." 

As the entire campiugn of the year 1779 is marked only 
by the operations of the French and English fleets in the 
West India waters, and is characteriaed in other respects by 
the utter inactivity of the opposing forces, so the American 
and English forces on the Hudson also confined themselves 
to mutual reconnoissauces and observations. Washington 
turned the time to good account by having his troops 
Instructed and reformed by Steuben, by fortifying West 
Point as well as the other points on the Hudson, and by 
making Clinton indisposed to operate against him there. 
This inaction made the service in the American camp not a 
whit the less iatiguing and irksume. For weeks the army 
lay in the woods without their baggaga Often there was a 
scarcity of the most needful articles, and Kalb relates that 

for a whole uiuiUh he ele[)l on tlie bare ground or in his 
camp-Stool, without however impairing his health. It was 
only at the arrival of the Marquis de la Luseme, the new 
French Ambassador, that every effort appears to have been 
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made at least momentarily to mantle the prevailing distressi 
and to digoify it with an air of Spartan simplicity. Kalb, 
who bad served with Luzerne under the Duo de Broglie in 
the Seven Yearb War, now, on the 15th of September, 1779, 
rode eighteen miles to meet his old comrade in arms* On 
his arrival at the camp he invited him to dine with all the 
American generals, and al'terwurd bore him company for 
twenty-eight miles on his journey back to Pliiladelpiiia. 

Toward the fall Washington hoped to make an attempt 
npon New York, in concert with d'Estmng. The latter, 
however, instead of going to New York at once, snffered 
himself to be persuaded by Lincoln to storm Savannah, and, 
after being repulsed by the English, tamed back his ships 
partly to France, and partly to the West Indies. 

This a\^k ward mantEuvre once more disconcerted Wash- 
ington's tiftTorite project of a descent upon New York, where 
Clinton had collected all his forces, prepared to give him a 
w.'iMii reception. Washington now re.solved to give np all 
further ofieufeive movements for tliat season, and to go into 
winter-quarters. For this purpose he formed his anny into 
two divisions, one of which, under Heath, was to defend the 
Highlands, wiule the other, with wlioni he had bis head- 
quarters, withdrew to Morristown in New Jersey. Kalb 
belonged to the latter body. He marched from Buttermilk 
Falls, after all the other generals, on the 26th of November, 
and reached his destination after a toilsome march of six days. 

These winter-quarters at Morristown have not acquired 
the same gloomy historic renown as those of two yean pre- 
vious at Valley Forge ; but in reality they were attended 
with even greater «uflcrings. True, the existence of the 
army had ceased to be in question. The troops had achieved 
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aome soooeflse«» had leanied to regard UiemaelTeB aa a united 

whole, and bad become better disciplined and consolidated ; 
but the hardships of the soldier were greater than they had 
ever been. The nniuraallj severe winter, which lasted from 
the end of KoTember tiU April, and even made the ioe of 
]S^ew York bay passable for heavy ordnance as far as Staten 
Island, made it impossible to bring np the neoesaary supplies. 
The oommissary department had neither money nor credit ; 
the most indispensable articles oi clothing, sach as blankets 
and oTerooatSy were wanting, and the ti*oops were on half 
and quarter rations for weeks. Moreover, in the absence of 
gold and silver, the paper issue steadily increased in quantity, 
and of course sank in vfdne. This depreciation was aggr»- 
Tated by a fiJse move of Congress, in giving it artificial cnr- 
rency, and making it a legal tender at its nominal value. 
An unparalleled rise in the price of all the necessaries of lifs 
immediately ensued. In October, 1779, twenty dollars in 

paper had been equivalent to one dollar in specie ; in April, 
17S0, the proportion was forty to one. The army being paid 
in paper at its nominal value, it is easy to form an idea of 
the distress prevailing among officers and privates. The 
annual salary of a major-general, which nominally amounted 
to two thousand dollars, was really little more than fifty 
doOars. 

Under these circumstances, with the exception of little 
foraging expeditions, an enterprise against the enemy, or 
indeed any movement in the open field, was not to be 
thought of. All that Kalb could do consisted in drilling his 
division when the weather permitted, and in reforming them 
upon the plan dictated by Steuben, as Inspector-General. 
On the other band, nothing is better adapted to aübid an 
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impartial view of the condition of the camp, and of KAlb*i 
personal affiun^ lhan the description of himself aad his sor- 
ronndings found in the letters then addressed to his wifb and 
European friends. We take the liberty of compressing 
several of them into a single sketch.'" 

^ My division," he writes in December, 1779, '^left Weet 
Point on the 26th of November. Our march lasted six days, 
and traversed a country almost entirely unpeopled ; it proved 
£stal to many of the soldiers, in conseqnenoe of the cold, the 
bad weather, the horrid roads, the necesmty of spending the 
night in the open air, and our want of protection against 
snow and raiu. We are here going into winter-quarters in 
the woods, as usual. Since the beginning of this month we 
have been busy putting up oar shanties. Bnt the severe 
frost greatly retards our work, and does not even permit us 
to complete oar chimneys. Winter has set in fiercely ever 
since the end of November. In any other conntiy onr 
repose at this place would bear the name of an ardnons cam- 
paign ; it is really worse. It may truly be said that a for- 
eign officer, who has served in America as long as I have, 
nnder snch adversities, must be either inspired with bound- 
less enthusiasm for the liberties of the coimtry, or posHessed 
by the demons of fame and ambition, or impelled by an 
extraordinary zeal ibr the common cause of the king and his 
confederates. I knew, before I csme, that I should have to 
put up with more than usujU toils and privations, but I had 
no idea of their true extent. An iron constitution like mine 
Is required to bear up under this sort of usage. 

^ It is so cold,*' he continues in Febmary, ^* that the ink 
freezes in my pen, while I am sitting close by the fire. The 
rosds are piled with snow until, at some places, they are 
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elerated twelve feet above their ordinary level Tbe present 

winter is especially reraarkiible for its uniDWi rupied and 
unTaxying cold* The ice in the rivers is six feet thick. 
Since tius port of Ameriea baa been settled by Enropeana, 
tbe ^orth Kiver at New York, wliore it is a niile and a half 
wide near its moath, and subject to the ebb and £ow of a 
strong tide, has not been froaen over so &8t as to be pass- 
able by wagons. Unforttinately our camp will suffer even 
more Ironi the thaw than from the Irost, for it is but too 
macb exposed to inundation. Those who have only been in 
Valley Forge and Middlebrook daring the last two winters, 
but have Dot tasted the cruellies of this one, know not what 
it is to snfier. 

^Tbe times are growiug worse from honr to boar. The 
dearth of the necessaries of life is almost incredible, and 
Increases from day to day. A hat costs fonr hundred dol- 
lars« a pair of boots the same, and everything else in pro- 
portion. The other day I was disposed to buy a pretty good 
horse. A price was asked which my pay for ten years 
would not have oovered. Of course I did not take it, and 
shall try to get along with my other horses. Money scatters 
like chaff before the wind, and expenses almost double from 
one day to the next, while income, of course, remains sta- 
tionary. I have reduced my servants to the smallest number 
possible, which involves no great self-denial, as almost all 
servants are laay, addicted to drink, and nnreliable. The 
barber's eomf ensafion would at present consume all my pay j 
I have, therefore, made up my mind to shave myself. Being 
entirely in rags, I shall go to Phihidelphia as soon as I can, 
to purchase new clothes, especially linen. The Ameriesn 
officers bave this advantage of us foreigners, that they can 
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go home on furlough, «ad there recruit and redquip them- 
881788. Beslde8, they are assisted by their respective States 

with additional pay, with nni forms, and with such provisions 
as Congress does not fdmisb, suoh as tea, sugar, coffee, and 
chocolate. The foreign officers haye none of these little, bot 
acceptable privileges, and are, moreover, compelled to pay 
with six dollars what an xVmerican buys for one.'' 

In order to exhaust this very serious matter once for all, 
we here anticipate our recital by a few months, and Insert an 
extract from a letter written by Kalb on the 20th of ^lay, 
1V80, to bis Irieiid Iloltzendorff, from Petersburg, Virginia, 
when on bis march to the South. Provisions and other 
articles,'' he sayn, **are growing dearer and dearer, being 
now double what they were a year ago, even if paid iu gold, 
one dollar of which is now equal to sixty dollars in paper. 
My march costs me enormous sums. I cannot travel with 
my eqiiipage, and am therefore compelled to resort to inns. 
My six months' earnings will scarce defray the most indis- 
pensable outlay of a single day. Not long since I was com- 
pelled to take a night's lodging at a private house. For a 
bad Hupper and grog for myself, iny iliree companion>, and 
three servants, T was charged, on going ofi' without a bn^ak- 
fast next day, the sum of eight hundred and fifty doUaia 
The lady of the house politely added that she had charged 
nothing for the rooms, and would leave the compensation for 
them to my discretion, although three or four hundred 
dollars would not be too much for the incooyenience to 
which she had been put by myself and my followers. And 
these are the pco}>le who talk about sacrificing their all in 
the cause of liberty 1 Everything else is in proportion to 
these figures; an ordinary horse is worth 120,000, 1 say 
twenty thousand dollars ! " 
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Kven more «n&OTing than this diBproportion waa the re- 
▼olting charlishnesa often practised by the native officers to 
thi ir comrades from abroad, in the distribution of the State 
subsidies above mentioned. A story of this kind preserved by 
Steaben, places the grievance of Kalb in the most striking 
light."* At the very time that the latter commaaded the 
Maryland division, the government of that State sent a stock 
of coffee, cognac, tea, and sugar, articles then entirely ont of 
the market, and therefore doubly prized by the officers. 
When the box arrived. General Smallwood, a brigadier^gen* 
eraly and as snch EalVs subordinate, placed a watch over 
the supplies, with orders to allow no part of the contents to go 
into the hands of General Kalb, bis superior, on the gronnd 
that one who was not a Marylander had no title to a share ! 

It is usually said, and with truth, that the sen ice of 
princes is hard, bnt, judging by this specimen, European 
officers must liave found the service of liberty, with snch 
comrades, a good deal harder. 

At the desire of Greneral Washington, Kalb postponed his 
trip to Philadelphia to the setting in of the tbaw, as there 
was but one major>general in camp besides himself, and as 
an attack upon the American posts, over the icc-bouud rivers 
and bays, might be expected at any moment The utmost 
vigilance was the more desirable, as the English, particularly 
in the month of January, had made a number of iiicurisioiis, 
from Staten Ishind, over the ice of the Kill van Kull, into 
Elitabethtown and Newark, both of which were undefended, 
and as this war of outposts \v:is almost disastrous to the 
American troops. To prevent the recurrence of these mis- 
haps Washington, on the 27th of January, 1780, appointed 
General St. Clair to the chief command of a corps of two 
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thousanrl men stationed there to repel the advance of the ene- 
my.** This general was expected not only to defend the 
camp and tLe headquarters at Morriatown against attack, 

to cover the cuuiin y burJering on the enemy's lines, and to 
suppress all traffic with the city of New York, but also to as- 
certain the position and the posts of the enemy along the 
coast of Kew Jersey and Staten Island, and in short to insure 
the safety of the American army. The task was equally re- 
sponsible and difficnlt» and was well and effioiently performed 
by General St, CSlair. This officer haying received a furlough, 
Kalb received the command of this corps iu his stead, on the 
20th of February, 1780. On the let of Mai ch he repaired 
to the linea During the entire month, amid cold, snow, aad 
thaw, he had the hardest duty to perform, in Tisiting an ez* 
tended line t-f posts, reconoitring his positions, supervising 
the troops, and inspecting, by turns, every important point 
of the line. He was all day in the saddle, and moved hia 
quarters back and forth between Amboy, Elisabethtown, 
]S^ewark, Sj)riDgfield, Westfield, and Scotch Plains, and every 
point possibly threatened by the English forces. 

When the frost broke up in the month of Maieh, another 
line of tactics was required. Kalb was anxions to guard his 
position against attacks by water, for which purpose he in- 
creased the number of his watch boats, and, on the 20th of 
March, wrote to Washington, as well as to General Greene, 
the quartermaster-general, to procure the requisite number 
of boats. 

** I have received your lavor of yesterday,** Washington 

writes from headquarters, Morriatown, March 21, 1780, "en- 
closing a letter for Geueral Greene, which I shall not delivf^r 
to him, as I know he has not at present the means of building 
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the boaU you meDtion. I would therefore recommend to 
yoa to put oat the best of tbose^ wliioh yoa may find in the 
sereral rivers, for the purpose of gnard-boftts. Upon refer- 
ring to, and considering your former letter upon this subject, 
I am of opinion that the stations irhioh you then pointed 
out will be dangerooBi so &r as they respeot the dtstanoe be- 
tweeD Elizabethtown and Amboy, the Sonnd there being so 
exceedingly narrow, that a boat pushed suddenly from the 
opposite shore in the night would more than probably take 
ours. Besides^ I do not think we are to look for a de- 
fecent in any considerable force from that quarter. The ene- 
my have generally hitlierto embarked either at Long Island 
or npoD the further aide of Staten Island, and have come ' 
throngb the Kills and across Newark Bay, thereby avoiding 
all discovery from this shore, wiiich they would be subject 
to anywhere between Elizabethtown and Amboy. Newark 
Bay is, therefore, in my opinion, the proper and the safe 
place for your guard-boats to ply. It is of considerable ex- 
tent, and a fleet of 1)oats may be discovered either by their 
working or by sight some time before their approaoh. We 
have found, on repeated experiments, that the inhabitants wiU 
not remove their stock until the moment of danger; indeed, at 
this season they have no pku^es to send them where they can 
he rapplted with food. I would therefore have yoa give as 
general inibrmation as in your power, that an incursion of 
the enemy may be expected, and recommend to the people to 
drive back their stock upon the first communication of an 
alarm. I do not thiok it probable that the enemy will put 
their designs, if they have any, into exeeution while our Com* 
missionenj are sitting at Amboy. I mention this as a matter 
of opinion only, and would not wish you to relax your vi^* 
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laDce on that account. You will, no doubt, have the signals 
in the uttermost state of preparation, and keep a small party 
stationed with alarm gans below Chatham." 

After the receipt of this missive our hero reoiained in 
command of the lines for about a fortnit^ht longer. As both 
parties refrained from acts of hostility during this period, the 
question remained undeoided whether Washington's or KalVs 
was the better opinion. On the 3d of April Ealb was relieved 
from this duty, and ordered to return to the main army, 
and march his division to the sapport of General Lincoln, 
who commanded at Charleston. He arrived in Morribtown 
on the 4th of April, and \e(t on the 5th for Philadelphia, 
where, however, he arrived only alter a wearibome journey of 
three days, to enter, without delay, upon the preparations for 
his Southern expedition. 
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rpHE Sooth, wliither we are now to follow tbe steps of our 

hero, had been but sparingly and exceptionally drawn into 
tbe sphere of British opentioos daring the first years of the 
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war, partly because tbey had not Bufficientljr appreciated iu^ 
importance even in reference to Northern moTcmentfiy and 
partly beoanae tbeir forces had been too small to admit of 
di7i8ioD. After the flight of the Koyal Governors from Vir- 
ginia and the CaroUoas at the close of the year 1775, the 
English Admiral Parker, in Jane 1776, endeavored to retake 
Charleston, and gain a foothold in Sonth Carolina ; his re- 
pulse by Moultrie led the British generals to abaudon all further 
attempts to repostess themselves of those provineesL After 
this the Sonth was left to its fate for upward of two years, 
the war in the Xorth occupying the undivided attention of 
the royal array and navy. It was late in 1778 before Colo- 
nel Campbell succeeded in making himself master of the im- 
portant town of Savannah, where he was shortly reinforced 
and superseded in command by General Prevost, wlio bad 
hitherto directed operations in Florida. Clinton immediately 
sent Lord CornwalUs to Savannah, with what few troops 
could be spared in the North, to bring back Georgia to the 
allegiance to the crown; but CornwalUs was compelled by 
stress of weather to return, with great loss, and without 
having accomplished his purpose. In the autumn of 1779 
the French Admn il, Coniit d Estaing, on his return from the 
West Indies, undertook to reduce Savannah, but lost too 
much time in fruitless negotiations, and was compelled to 
retire after an unsuccessful assault on the 9th of October, 
which was the occasion of the fall of the Polish Count Pulas* 
ki, on the Franco-American side. 

This piece of good fortune on the part of the English at 
once altered the entire aspect of affairs in America, and gave 
them time and opportunity to recover. ITie French fleet 
separated, a part returning home and the remainder being 
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dirtrilmted between the harbors of Martinique and Gn»- 

Moupe, and Washington, deprived of d^taing^s support, 
couid not execute bis projected movement against New 
York. Clinton now began to understand the importance of 
the Southern proyinces^ and the necessity of holding them to 
the ßuccess of a campaign in the North. Congress having no 
money to give the French and Spaniards for munitions of 
war, cannon, uniforms, and medicines^ was obliged to pay 
for tbem in prodaetions snch as indigo, rice, tobacco, and 
turjiLntine, whicli svere grown in the Southern colonies, and 
exported from Charleston and Savannah. The tirsc thing to 
be done, therefore, was to take and occupy Charleston before 
the setting in of the snmmer heats, and to control South 
Carolina by means of ii& port, as Georgia was controlled by 
the poesesaion of Savannah* Under these circumstances 
Clinton had made up his mind to undertake an expedition in 
the midsL of winter ; and he himself set sail from New York 
with seven thousand men on the 20tb ot December, 1779. 
After a voyage of six weeks the fleet reached Savannah, and 
then sailed up the coast to the islands southwest of Charles* 
ton, where the troo))s disenil»arked the lOtli and 11th of 
February, 1780. On the 29tli of March they crossed the 
Ashley River about fourteen miles above the city, and opened 
the siege on the 1st of April, which ended on the 1 2th of 
May in the surrender of the town by General Lincoln. 

Washington had no sooner seen the danger impending 
over the latter, than he I ad made every eflEbrt to rednforoe 
him. Though he could hardly spare any troops himself, as 
early as the 12th of December, 1779, before even Clinton 
had left New York, he ordered the Virginia line'* to march 
soatb immediately and unite with Lincoln, who was of 
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course lett in the lurch by the State militia. " Our safety,** 
LiocolD writes repeatedly to John LaureoB fh>in Charles- 
town,** "depends on the seasonable arriTslof such reinforce* 
ments as will oblige him (the enemy) to raise the siege." 
Want of the most necessary articles ol apparel and of trans- 
portation detained the 737 regulars of Virginia at Peters- 
barg till the beginning of March; when, however, they 
travelled a distance of five bun. lied and five English miles 
hy forced marches in thirty days, and on the 7t)i of April, 
1760, reached Charleston,** Invested by the enemy a week 
before. In addition to these troops Washington sent Lincoln 
an eminent engineer oflScer in the person ol General Dupor- 
tail(who, in 1791, became French minister of war), recom* 
mending him as a most reliable adviser in all emergencies; 
but Duportail also, without any fault of his, reached Charles- 
ton only on the 25th of April, and found the position unten- 
able, if not unexpectedly relieved by a strong force.'* When 
it is considered that in those days it required four weeks to 
eoiiimunu ate between Charleston and New York, it is easily 
seen that upon receiving news of this cliaracter, dated in 
February, at the beginning of April, Washington might still 
believe in the possibiUty of rescuing Charleston by a pow» 
erful body of troops. When, therefore, at the end of March 
he heard of additional shipments of English troops going oo 
at New York, he took immediate steps to have the Maryland 
and Delaware division in readiness to march to the fiirther 
support of Lincoln. 

'^Something should be hazarded here,*' Washington writes 
on April 2, 1760, from Morristown to the Preddent,** **rely* 
ing on the internal strenirth of the country, for the purpose 
of giving further succor to the Southern States, where there 
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» not the same dependence. I shall tberefore put the Ma- 
ryland line, and the Delaware regiment, which acts with ir., 
uuder marcbiug ordci-s immediateij^ and have directed pro' 
▼iaiona to be made for transporting them as for as Philadel- 
phia ; and I propose that their march, if practicable, should 
t oiiiinence on the sailing ot the detachment from New York. 
But before the measure is carried into exeeation^ I sball be 
bappy to know the sense of Congress on its expediency, 
'liic conseqaeuces may be very important either way, and I 
wiah to have their instracttons for my goTemment. 

** In case the detachment is to march, its ulterior proceed- 
ings and route from Philadelphia will depend on the orders 
which CongresSi or the Board of War, by their directionSi 
ehall giTe; for it is impossible for me^ nnder onr circnm- 
6tanc€d, to give directions upon this occabion. The quarter- 
master and commissary-general are both in Philadelphia, and 
will exert themselves, I am persoaded, to carry into execn- 
tion any plan for the transportation and accommodation of 
the troops that may be judged most eligible^ as far as it may 
be in their power. Baron de Kalb, who is now at the head 
of the Maryland division, will command the detachment in 
case it proceeds, and will set out to-morrow or the next day 
for Philadelphia to assist and expedite the arrangements for 
its intnre movements. If the troops conld embark without 
delay at the Head of £lk, and arrive safe in James River, it 
would not only be a great ease to them, bat it would expe- 
dite their arrival at the southward, and prevent many deser- 
tions, which will probably happen if they march through 
their State. But how far this mode of proceeding may be 
eligible, I will not pretend to determiuo, as the enemy, in case 

they should be advised of it, which every precaution of se- 
9 
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crecy would be necessary to preveot, miglit, by sending 
armed vesfieli into the bay, attempt to intenoept tbem in 
tbeir passage. Major Lee's corps is under marching orders 
for the southward, of w iiich I have advised the Board of 
War, and the commanding officer is directed to proceed with 
it as soon as be adjusts tbem with the proper arrangements.** 

As was mentioned at the close of the preceding chapter, 
Kalb had returned to headquarters two days »iter the date 
of the letter just quoted, by order of the oommander-in- 
cbief, in order to proceed to Philadelphia as speedily as pos- 
sible for the arraiiLremcnt of his pri\ ale atfairs, Washins^- 
ton's letter of the 4th of April induced him to hasten his 
departure, and set out on the following day. 

I have, in conseqnence of the opinion of the last oounoQ 
of waf," Washington writes to Kalb on April 4, 1780, frooi 
Morristown,'* left it with Congress finally to determine 
upon the march of tbe Maryland division to the southward. 
That no time may be lost in the transportation of the troops, 
should Congress agree in seutiment witli tlie council, I am to 
desire you to proceed immediately to Philadelphia; and if 
you find, upon your arrival there, that the troops are to 
move, concert with the Board of War and llie coiüuiissary 
and quartermaster-general the necessary arrangements for 
their proyision and accommodation. But should it be de- 
termined that the march of the body of men alluded to is at 
this time either inexpedient or unnecessary, you will be 
pleased, after completing your private business, to return to 
your command in the army. If you proceed to the south- 
ward, I wish you a satt» and expeditious march, and every 
Buccess that you can possibly desire.*' 

On Kalbes arrival at Philadelphia on the 6th of Aprü, 
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be fbaod that Congress had already decided to accept Wash- 
ington's suggestion. He therefore remained where he was, 

and engaged iu the preparations necessary for the march of 
lüs troops. 

** In consequence of the detachment tlie enemy are now 
msilnn^r,'' Washington writes to Lincoln, April 15, 1780, 
•* it has been determioed to march the Maryland division of 
abont 2,000 men to yonr assistance ; bat onr situation here 
will not permit it to move before it is certain the enemy's 
ilv iachment lias sailed. Baron de Kalb will command this 
division. This reenforcement, in all probability, will be too 
late to have any influence upon the fkll of Charleston ; but 
if tliai Rbould fall, it may serve to check the progress of the 
British troops, and prevent their getting entire possession of 
ihe State. If they succeed against Charleston, there is much 
reason to beüeve the Southern States will become the prin- 
cipal theatre of the war.^^ 

It having been ascertained that the hostile detachment 
had sailed from Xew York on the 7th of April, the 3Iary- 
land division broke their camp at Morristown on the 16th, 
and marched, m the first instance, to Philadelphia.*' Here 
Kalb superintended their equipment, and sent the infantry, 
nambering about 1,400 men, to Head of Elk (now Elktou), 
tbe northernmost point of Chesapeake Bay, where they em- 
barked on the 8d of May for Petersburg, Virginia, while the 
artillery, with the baggage and am munition, proceeded south 
by land. 

^ The providing the troops under my command,'' Kalb 
says in a letter lu ^Vashington from l*hiladelphia, on May 
12, 1780, with every necessary for their march, has been 
attended with many difficulties and delays which it was not 
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. in my power to lemove aa soon as I ooald haye wished ; and, 
therefore, I was not able to give a Eatisfaetory acoonnt to 

your Excellency before now. 

"The Board of War have fixed upon Richmond as the 
place of rendezYOOS for the whoJe. The two brigades em- 
barked at the Head of Elk, the artillery, ammunition, and 
baggage proceeded by land. I shall set out to-morrow 
morning. I should ha\ o done it many days ago luid I not 
been detained by the Board of War and of the Treasury. 
I should have been happy to see the Marquis de Lafayette, 
but would not lose a moment in going on. 

" From Richmond I will write to your Excellency the 
situation of the troops, the number of recruits joined on the 
march, and the measures I shall take to march with most 
expedition.'* 

Kalb himself left Philadelphia the following day, May 
ISth, was detained two days at Annapolis, waiting for mon* 

eys to be paid hy the treui^urerof tlie State of Maryland, and 
arrived at Richmond on the 22d. Finding that Governor 
JeflEerson had removed the rendeavons of the troops twenty- 
three miles southward to Petersbui^, Kalb went there on the 
next day. Here the last transports of his division had just 
arriTcd, and he was kept busy night and day, contending 
with innumerable difficulties, and obliged to deny himself 
all rest until the troops could be harried into marching 
order. 

'^How gladly," writes Kalb from Petersburg, May 29, 
to his wife and his friend Holtsendorff, would I have tar- 
ried a lew days iu Fluladelphia, to await the arrival of the 
Marquis de Lafayette, announced in jour last letters. I had 
hundreds and bundrsds of <)ue8tions to ask him, and would 
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have been glad to bave chatted with him for some hours ; 

but it was impossible to postpone my departure eveu a sin- 
gle day, as my troops were already on the march for thla 
place, and as the £ite of Charleston evidently depends apon 
the snooor to be broaght by me. It is to be hoped that I 
feLall coinc in time, but I cannot bo there before the end of 
June. £Terytbiug seems to bave oonspired against me and 
the interests of the service. Come what may, however^ I will 
not bave the blame of any delay laid at Tny door. I have 
under my orders the troops of Maryland a,nd Delaware, Lee's 
eorpa, and a regiment of artillery with twelve pieces. I have 
been promised farther reenforcements of militia from Virginia 
and North Carolina ; but such ig the dilatory manner in which 
all things are done iiere, that I cannot depend upon theui, 
moch less wait for them. To-morrow and next day my 
troops, divided into three brigades, will take up their line 
of march, provided always the long-promised wagons are 
forthcoming. In spite of the ha&te with which I shall niova 
it is very possible that the fiite of Charleston will have been 
decided before my arrival For, although the city has long 
been threatened willi a siege, and the enemy was in close 
proximity for a long time before he could complete the in- 
vestment^ although, therefore, there was the largest abun- 
dance of time to stock it with supplies, yet T fear this essen- 
tial matter has been entirely overlooked, or has received the 
neeessary attention only when it was too late.^' 

The State of Virginia did not furnish the promised wagons, 
or left them iniprovided longer than had been represented. 
Suffolk County V>onnd itself for forty wagons, and Kicbmond 
for twelve, while the remainder were to be procured in 
Petersburg. June arrived, however, before a few of the 
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wagons came j*iraggUng in. For this reason Kalb could not 
despatch the first brigade of his little corps before the first of 
June. The other wi^ons came so sparingly, that he loaded 
tljose he had ^ 'lih the tents, and ordered the soldiers, Dot- 
withstanding the heat of the season, to carry their owo bag> 
gage^ and, to save farther parley, started the second brigade 
on the sixth of Jane, while he brought up the rear with the 
third on the 8th. He took the route by way of Taylor's 
Ferry to HUlsboroagh and Salisbury. 

I meet with no support, no integrity, and no virtue in 
tlie State of VirLjiiii;i," Kulb writes about this time to his 
friend Dr. Phyle, of Philadelphia, and place my sole reliance 
on the French fleet and army, which are coming to our r^ 
lief. For my part, I expect a most toilsome campaign, havrng 
been detained much too long by the non-arrival of ray 
wagons.'' Before setting out for the South, Kalb received 
the confirmation of his fears respecting the fiite of Charleston. 
The tnodificatioDS in his plans which this sad event made 
necessary, are explained in the following letter to the iioard 
of War from Petersburg, June 6, 1780 : 

" I am this moment informed by Major Jamison,** be writes, 
"who arrived from Ui-orgetown, Soutli Carolina, that Charles- 
ton capitulated on the 12th May, our garrison prisoners of 
war, the enemy advancing this side Gkorgetown^ their forces 
in that quarter unknown, but that their army under Gen. 
Clinton was with a late ruüalbrcciueDt he received about 12,- 
000* No certainty where Grov. Ratledge is with the troops 
under his command, and have sent orders to the first brigade 
and artillery to halt where they are until I shall join with the 
second brigade. I suppose my letters will find them not far 
from Salisbury. There I will connder what steps to take, if • 
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jQnotioo with Goy. Rutledge may be expected, and whether 
there will be any { i < spect of obtidning nilHia from Virginia 
and North Caroliaa; but even theo the enemy will be siiU 
Tastiy anperior in namber. I am determined to be on the 
defensive nntil rednforoement, and farther orders and <Hreo- 
tions either from your Board, Congress, or the Commander- 
in-chief. By Major Jamison I also anderstand that CoL 
Annand^s corps is in Wilmington. The State arUllery of Vir- 
gini:i moved from this place twenty-eight days ago by the 
same road I am marching ; they are supposed to be aotaaily 
aboot Camden or with Gov. Kntledge.^* 

While the fall of Charleston had fVnstratcd the main ohject 
ot Kalb's mission, it by no means 8apei*seded the necessity of 
his march Sonth ; on the contrary, the case had been foreseen 
and provided for by his instructions. As yet the enemy had 
not gained a footing anywhere in North or South Carolina, 
ootside of Charleston. It was important to form a strong 
nndens for the militia, to enoonragc and organise the Whigs, 
to repress the Tories, to harass the enemy in his contemplated 
advance, to cot off his supplies, and to ii\jnre him in every 
possible way. The State of Virginia, nnarmed and helpless as 
it was, now awoke to it^ own interest sufficiently to do all in 
its power** toward fiicilitating Kalb's movements, and send* 
ing oat Ms corps to the defence of the State frontier ; bat, in 
consequence of the utter want of means, all the preparations 
made and assistance rendered were so meagre, so far below 
the most moderate estimates and expectations, that Kalb's 
advance was of the very slowest It was not before the 20th 
of June that he reached the boundary of North Carolina. 
His first letter from this State is dated at Goshen, Grenville 
Oonnty, the 21ft of Jnne, and is addressed to his wife.** 

• Literal Copy. 
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Here I am at last,'' he says, considerably south, solTer- 
iog from intolerable heat^ the worst of qoarteri^ and the moet 
▼oraoiouB of uneots of every hae and form« The moet disa- 
greeable of the latter is what is commonly called the tick, a 
kind of atrong black flea, which makes its way under the akin, 
and by its bite produces the most painful irritation and in- 
flammation, which lasts a number of days. My whole body is 
covered with these 6iiii<^ä. I do not yet know whether the 
strength and the movements of the enemy, and the diflioulty 
of feedmg my little army, will permit me to advance two 
hundred miles further to the borders of this State. I have 
ordered several detachments to rendeavous to-morrow thirty- 
three miles from here, if a violent storm does not prevent na 
from effecting a junction. Of the violence of thunderstorms 
in this part of the world Europeans cannot form any idea." 

The further southward the little corps penetrated, the 
more diflicnlt the march became. With every mile travelled 
the supply of provisions and transportation diminished. At 
Hdltiborough Kalb was compelled to lie idle a number ot* 
days, to give his exhausted soldiers an opportunity to rest 
and refresh themselves as &r as posnble. He was in hopes, 
also, of meeting at this place the promised militia of Virginia 
and Korth Carolina ; but the number that arrived was com 
paratively trifling. Hence he marched on in a southwesterly 
direction to Greenborough, until, on the 6th of Jnly, he 
reaches! Wilcox's Iron Works, on Deep Kivci, where he was 
again brought to a halt by want of provision& 

^ Since last giving yon some aoooant of myself at 
Goshen,** says Kalb, writing to his wife on the 1th of J nly 
fh)m his camp on Deep River," " I have had to make most 
fatiguing marches, endure much heat, and overcome great 
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diffieolües; bat am still far from the end* It is even possible 
that after havfng reached the goal assigned myself^ I shall be 

compelled to retreat without strikinpj a blow, for want of pro- 
TisiODS. What a ditfereace l/ctween warfare in this coan- 
try and in Europe 1 They who do not know the former, 
know not what it is to contend against obstacles. I would 
fain l;e rid of my coraraancl, than which there can be noth- 
ing more annoying or difficult. My present position 
makes me donbly anxious to return to you as soon as pes* 
■ible.'* 

The State of North Carolina had not made tlie slightest 
arrangements for the subdi&tence of the Union troops, bat 
devoted its attention exclusively to its own militia, many of 
whom, being of royalist sentiments, had to be tbrced into 
the service. Kaib'ti requisitions and remonstrances had uo 
effect whatever upon the State executive^ He was thus com- 
pelled to send out foraging parties, under discreet officers, 
to collect provisions at a season when very few harvests are 
garnered. A considerable part ol the population were liv- 
ing upon the remnants of the last com crop, and the next, 
though very promising, had not yet ripened. Hence, in 
spite of the most strinsrent nnh rs to take ])ut a part of the 
contents of each granary, many a farmer suffered severely. 
In this precarious condition the army continued for several 
days ; but as the stock of provisions in the vicinity of the 
camp was speedily exhausted, the alternative presented itself 
of either procuring them from a greater distance, or march* 
ing to where they were more plentiful. The former was im- 
practicable, as Kalb was totally without transportation ; ho 
concluded, therefore, to resort to the latter expedient, after 

having firit enlarged the beat of his foraging parties, directed 
9* 
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a Utile magazine io be erected at Cox (or Wilcox's) WXiBf 

aud encamped in the neigl^l)^ rhood of ßutlalo Ford. 

But all this was i ir from saificient to provide the indis. 
peDsable necessaries for his troops; tlie little meat that could 
be provided was of baU-stsrved eattle collected from tbe 
woods and bushes wliere it had wintered. Inactivity, bad 
noarisbment, and tbe difficulty of preserving discipline, have 
often proved fetal to troops^ where no immediate danger ia 
apprehended, and have been the ruin of entire armies ; but 
in this instance the assiduity of the officei*s, and the patience 
and fortitude of the rank and file, upheld the order and har- 
mony of the command, and even the ardor of the indlvidiuil 
soldier. 

Kalb did not fail to report his condition to Ck>Dgress, and 
to reiterate his solicitations with the executive of North 
Carolina. He had been amused with promises of abundant 
supplies, and of a strong reönforccraent of Kurtli Carolina 
militia, which had then taken the field under the command 
of Migor-€teneral CaswelL But the suppiiea never came, 
and the commander of tbe militia, who thirsted for personal 
distinction, employed his men in little expeditions against 
the seditious or discontented inhabitants, who had taken 
refuge in the woods, swamps, and bushes, to escape ftom the 
service of their country. 

Kalb vainly requested General Caswell to join him, and 
found it useless to wait longer for supplies for his troops in a 
country where everything was being destroyed by the ma- 
rauding militia. He hesitated, therefore, whether to dis< 
credit Caswell's lamentations about scarcity of provisiona, 
and form a junction with him, or to march higher up into the 
country, and eudcavui to gain the fertile shores of the Yad- 
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Idn. Before oomiiig to a decwioD be was notified of the 

speedy arrival of General Gates, who, immediately after the 
intelligence of the sorreuder of Charlestoo, bad been ap- 
pointed by Congreea to sacoeed Lincoln as commander>iift- 
fliiief of tbe Sontbern army.''* 

In October, 177 7, General Gates, as is well known, had 
oaptured the English general, Burgoyne, with his whole 
army, by which brilliant sncoeas, not bo mnob bia own merit 
as that of bis predeoeisor, General Schuyler, he bad suddenly 
achieved a wide-spread reputation. In ooosequence of this 
deeisive victory be was regarded by the manses, who always 
judge by resnlts, as one of tbe greatest generals^ and looked 
ufron himcelf as a military genius. Hairbrained, haughty, 
and conceited as he was, he ranked himself above Washing- 
ton and intrigued against biiUf imbued other coxcombs and 
intriguers with an exalted idea of bis merits and Services, 
and even hmd a powerful party in Compress. Lincoln being 
a prisoner, it was the more important to appoint an imme* 
diate successor, as a new army could not be sent to tbe 
South. Ralb bad had no opportunity of distiDgoifihing him- 
self. He was rarely seen at the capital, took no trouble to 
obtain influential friends or patrons, and therefore, although 
his great experience and cool circumspection would have 
fitted liini admirably (or the leadership in that part of the 
scene of war, he was rarely or never mentioned as a caudi* 
date for the succession to this highly-responsible post Be- 
sides, there was, in the person of General Greene, an officer 
of older rank and higher merit, who had the first claims to 
this distinction, and who was the choice of Washington for 
the position. But Congress had no sooner heard of the lliU 
of Charleston, w ith almost unbecoming ha.ste, and without 
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waiting for the proposals of the commander-in-chief, or tak- 
bg his opinion, they, on the i;)th of Jane, 1780, appointed 
Gates to lead the Amy of the South. It was snppoBed that 
the mere name of the conqueror of Saratoga would raise the 
drooping spirits, and that one so Buccessful as Gates could 
not but prove a match for Lord ComwalliB. Gates wss on 
bis plantation in Virginia when he received the news of his 
ajjpointment. He accepted it with thanks, and at once has- 
tened South, in the coufident hope of achieving new tri- 
ampbs, and finishing the war at a blow. ^ Take care,** cried 
his old friend and iellow-intrigner, Charles Lee, at parting, 
** lest your Northern laurels turn to Southern willows." 

■ 

But Gates did not take care. 

Kalb received the announcement of his appointment, 

through Gates himself, on the 13th of July, at his camp on 
Deep River. We have seen by the letter to his wife above 
quoted, that ander the circumBtances in promptly and cheer* 
fully surrendering the chief command into the hands of the 
new-comer, lie acted not m much from a sense of resignation 
or self-duuial, as with a ieeling of indescribable relief from 
almost insupportable responsibilities. Honor and renown 
were not to be acquired in North Carolina ; of this Kalb had 
Jong become convinced. Nothing was to be done except to 
evade the h4)stUe forces, to avoid a decisive engagement, and, 
as &r as possible, to amuse the enemy for months to come, 
while waiting for supports in way of troops, ammunition, and 
provisions ; and even then the small number of troops and 
the ill discipline of the militia made success highly question* 
able. 

** 1 am buppy by your arrival," Kalb wr e3 July 16, 1780, 

from his camp on the Deep River to Gates,* ^ for I have strug- 

* Litenl copy. 
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C^led witli a good mtmj difficulties for proTinoiu over sinoe I 
arrived in this State ; and altho' 1 have put the troops on short 
allowaooe for bread, we caimot get eren that ; do floar laid in, 
«nd DO dispositioD made tor Biay bat wbat I have dooe by 

military authority ; no assistance from the legislative or exec- 
jLÜwe power; and the greatest UDwilliDgoeas in the people to 
part with aoytbbg. Of all this I will give yoa a more par- 
ticul ir account at vour arrival. Tlie desig'n I had to move 
nearer the enemy to drive them from Pedee River, a plentüul 
coontry, baa been defeated by the imposribility of anbsistbg 
on the road, and no immediate supplies to be depended on in 
the ürst iostanoo after a difficult march. 

I win prepare exact retnniB towards the time I shall have 
the pleasure of seeing you, of the regular troops of the de- 
partment, but X could hardly depend on any but the Maryland 
and Delaware regiments of my division, with a small nnmber 
of artillerymen and Col. Armand's legion, and all those very 
much reduced by sickness, discharges, and desertion. This 
indaoed me to leave three pieces of artillery at Roanoke River 
and to send some six to Hillsborough, having kept eight, 
Vkhich I thought sulhcient for so small an army. 

I am to move towards Coxe's Mill higher op on Deep 
River, where I am to be joined by the North Carolina militia 
under Major-general Caswell, of about 1,200. The Virginia 
militia are still at HUlsborongh, as yon will be informed there. 
Yon may also have met with a small party of Col. Bnford'sre* 
mains ; I wanted to keep them in the army, but wanting arms 
and clothing he insisted on marching them to Virginia, and 
promised me be wonld join in the beginning of Jnly. I have 
not heard from him since. Col. \\ .ishington\s and Col. White's 
regiments of horse are at Halifax, it is said, unfit for service. I 
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have wrote to them both several times to know their situatioos, 
but ooald not obtain an answer as yet ; there were two troopi 
of Virginia State Hght-borse nnder Major Nelson in so bad 

order in respect to horses, wanting sadclks and every article 
of accoutrement, that I have sent them to Halifax to refit and 
reornit. 

Col. White has left 86 of his ligfat-biirse at HlUsboroogb, 

they might serve you for an escort ; it" you order one from 
camp to meet you, let me be informed thereof in time* Yon 
will find the army in a few days at or near Coxe*8 Mill; your 

Fliortejit road will be by Liudley's Mill, Cob T:ixton, and 
Rocky River ; your wagons, if you have any, would go better 
by Chatham Court House ; your quarters will be marked near 
camp.'' 

" Yesterday I had the honor," Gates answers from Hills- 
borough, July 20, 1780, ^*to receive your obliging letter of 
tbe 16th instant, dated from your camp on Deep River. I am 
astonished at your distress and difficnlties, and have ever 
since my arrival here upon last Tue:<day been endeavoring to 
alleviate them. I have sent despatches to the Gkivemor and 
Executive Council of this State, to Governor Jefferson of Vir« 
giniLij and to Congress; in tliese you may be sati?ified i have 
endeavored to describe our real situation, so as that no mis- 
take may be entertained upon that head. £nough has already 
been lost In a vain defence of Charleston ; if more is sacri* 
ficed. I think the Southern Stales arc undone, and this may 
go nearly to undo tbe rest. I think all my writing business 
will be finished to-day ; if so, I shall set out to-morrow for 
camp, and hope to be with you on Saturday. The troops as 
you mention for my escort here are without liorses, and many 
of them sent by Capt. Gun to Halifax. I will acquaint you 
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to^noiTOw Ihe roate I mtend to eoine, and request an eaoort to 

meet roe at a certain spot I will Dame.** 

Gates only reached camp on the 25th of July. Kaib re- 
ceived bim with studied conrtesy» and with a aalate of thir* 
teen guna. Gates was equally polite, confirmed all the stand- 
ing orders of his predecessor, but, to the greatest amazeitKint 
of the latter^ aonouaoed to the troops at his first review, that 
ihey must expect to march at a moment's notice. He evi- 
dently wanted to distingnish himself by a quick and energetic 
advance, in contrast with the previous involuntary slowness 
of movement f but in point of fiiot his orders of July 26th^ 
commanding the troops to march on the direct road for Cam- 
den on the following day, betrayed his total ignorance of the 
true state of affairs, and especially of the condition of the 
aoldiers who had been but a single day in his charge. 

Kalb indnced Ck>lonel Williams, who bad hitherto acted 
as his adjutiint-general, and who was an old friend of Gates, 
to remonstrate with the latter on the hazard of the step he 
was about to take. Williams proved to him for that purpose 
that the district of country to be traversed was naturally 
sterile, full ol sandy plains alternating with numerous swamps, 
and but very thinly settled. He strove to convince him that 
the desired stock of provisions and forage which had been 
collected on the banks of the streams crossing the route, had 
been already exhausted, or carried off by the enemy or by 
liordes of bandits, who, under the designation of Tories, had 
retreated before the persecntioos of those who were called 
Whigs, and who, by incessjint depredations, and by removing 
even the little remnant of provisions, could inlallibly reduce 
his little army to the verge of starvation. On the other hand 
WUliama represented to General Gates that by taking a more 
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northwesterly direction, near where the Pedee loses the name 
of Yadkin, he wonld strike the town of Salisbnr) , lying in the 
midst of a fertile country, with a patriotic population. He 
fiirther remarked that the latter roate had been the oholoe 
of the most cireomspect and efficient of the officers, with 
General Kalb at their liead, partly because it promised the 
most abandant supply of all sorts of provisions, partly because 
in esse of a reverse it offered the sick and wounded a secure 
asylum at Salisbury or Charlotte, as the militia of the coun- 
ties of Mecklenburg and Rowan, in wijieh those towns are 
situate, were devoted to the cause of independence; and 
finally because it was the most favorable locality for the ereo- 
tion of the contemplated workshop for the repair of arms. In 
conclusion, Williams submitted to iiis commander, that the 
supplies coming from the North would find this the safest route 
to the camp ; that the advantage of taking the enemy^s out- 
posts in the flunk was not to be despised even when obtaiiK l 
at the expense of such a circuit i and that the army itself might 
then advance upon the most important of these outposts at 
Camden with the Wateree on its right flank, and its fiiends 
in the rear. 

To give all these considerations the more weight with the 
commanding general, they had been drawn up in writing, and 

signed by the leading oflScers. On- the representations of 
Williams, who presented this memorial, Gates promised to 
convene all the staff officers for consultation at noon of the * 
first day of the march ; but such was his infatuation that he 
refused to listen to their advice, and never even invited them 
to a conference.'"* 

The marching order accordingly remained in Ibroe* On 
the 27th of July the army broke camp and proceeded south- 
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ward» The complaint that there were not provisions and forago 

for a single day, was disposed of with the remark that tho 
wagons oomiog from the North, laden with provisions, par- 
ttcnlarly ram, wooid come np with the army in two days at 
ftrthesu 
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fKOH ELETCf WoüXDi. CoRNWALLIS RlCOOMZES Um. — ÜE IS BROUGHT 

TO Camden. — Di£S Tukak on the IIi^th of August. — Iiis Last Lett&a 

TO HIS SoU)lESS.--Hl8 FOJIKRAL.— TtSflMOMT Of GATKi Am WmBIHO- 



us^—In IsMBimoif.— Tbs BnoLortoii Nitir Bzsoutid. 
■HE march of the little anny, whioh^ Ibr want of hor»eB| 



was even oompelled to leave behind two of its eight 

field-pieces at Deep River, took the direction of Buffalo Ford 
and the enemj'a advanced posts on Lynch Creek, whence it 
proceeded directly toward Camden in Sonth Carolina, where 
Lord Rawdon was then posted. Gates hoped to induce him 
to retreat withoat tiring a gun, and in that cose to follow 
him np to Charleston itsell 

Kalb was again in command of his divtsiott of the *^ Grand 
Ariiiv," as the tbrce of about three thoiisaiul men was cliIIimI 
by the commanding general in tlie orders of the day of July 
20tli. Cotton's Farm was reached on the 28th of July, and 
Kraboroogh^s on the 29th. On the 80th and Slst the march 
was interrupted hy a t<.*rrific thunderstorm. TIk- land traversed 
was poor and desolate, hardly reclaimed from its natural 
ooodition, and rather worse even than the gloomy descriptions 
which had been made of it. The first mde efforts at civiliza- 
tion and culture which appeared here and there, h.td ))ecu 
either abandoned by their owners or plundered by their 
neighbors. All men had fled this wilderness, many of them 

to join some of the numerous bands of adventurers who 
held out promises of {>rotection to their adherents until the 
anxiously expected fiogUsh soldiery should arrive. In conse- 
qoence, the distress and misery of the troops increased from 
day to day. Tliey were told that the banks of tli^ Pedee 
were exceedingly fertile — and so they proved ; but the pr^ 
Oeding harvest was exhausted, and the green com, though 
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fair aud plentiful, not yet ripe enough to be eaten« Many of 
the soldiers, driven by hunger, cut the green ean, anci 
boiled them with the meat of the halMaired cattle fonnd in 
the woods. A meal of this sort was not unpalatable, but had 
the most destriiotive etlect on the health ol the troops. In 
the abaenoe of bread, hali-ripe peaches were also coosnmedt 
with similar results. The officers, aware of the danger of 
such nourishment taken without any ^ali, and with a trifling 
addition of lean meat, eat nothing Imt the latter, boiled or 
roasted. It occurred to some of them that the hair-powder 
which they carried would thioken the soap ; and they used 
it as food.*** The su] plies of provisions and rum, promised 
by Grates on taking up the line of march, were, of course, not 
forthcoming; but the soldiers were again consoled and 
amused willi a iiLsli instahnent of splendid promises. The 
late storm, it was said, had detained the provision trains, but 
an abundance would shortly arrive^ and the general would 
take every precaution to prevent a return of such privations. 
Relying on this assurance, the soldiers bore up againsL hun- 
ger and want with patient resignation and unbroken forti- 
tude. 

The little army reached the Pedee on the second, and 
crossed it on the 4tli oi August at Mark's Ferry, where it 
ibrmed a junction with the inconsiderable coips of Lieutenant- 
colonel Porterfield, an excellent officer. Qates* eyes were 
now being opened. lie wrote to the Governor of North Caro- 
lina from this point, begging him for a speedy shipment of 
provisions, to save his troops from starvation* As if Salb's 
bitter experiences had not sufficed to convince a circumspect 
commauder that the indolent executive of that State could not 
be depended on for anything whatever I Gates now suffered 
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Bererely for Ills gasconade ; but, unfortunately, his soldiers 
sofiered even more than ho did. His letter of August 3d, to 
Govenior Nasb^ shows that all the fair promises he had made 
were based upon nothing but the simple-hearted assumption 
that the State of North Carolina would hasten to houor the 
reqoiaition of a Federal general 

I had the honor to address your Ezcellenoy from Hills» 
borough, the 19th ult., by Geoeral Iluger," Gate« bays in this 
letter, ^ but have as yet received no answer. The distress this 
army has sufiered and still continues to suf^ for want of 
pi ovibious has perhaps destroyed the finest 0{>[)(>rtunity that 
could be presented of driving in the enemy's advanced posts, 
Iq all likelthood. even unto Charleston. Lord Comwallis is 

bciiuved to be gone to Savannah, has wcakeiied his main 
body at Camden, where Lord Rawdon commands, and with- 
drawn the troops from Augusta, Cheraw, and Anson Court 
House. I'm astonished that I have not intelligence of any 
flour coming to me from the interior part of the State. Your 
£xceUency cannot believe this miserable country, already 
ravaged by the enemy and gleaned by the militia nnder the 
Generals Caswell and iiutherford, can afford a iiandiul to me. 
I must believe, from your Excellency's letter in answer to 
mine from Richmond, that yon had then done all you thought 
necessary to provide us. I am anxious that this letter sliould 
find your Excellency and the Executive Council at Hills- 
borough, exerting all your authority and influence to supply 
) uur almost famished troops ! Flour and rum are the articles 
the most in request in this climatey which bad water contrib- 
Ute to render more unwholesome. Rum is as necessary to 
the health of tlie soldii^r as good food. Without those full 
hospitals and a thin army will be all your btate or that of 
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OoDgresB can depend on in the Southern Department For 
my own part, I haye never lost one moment in pressing the 

artuy iorward, from the instant I joined thcni to tluR moment ; 
and when I oan do more it shall be done. Depend not, sir, 
upon eommlBsaries. They will deoeive yon. Depend only 
upon honest men of sound Whig principles, and whose sonis 
are superior to sordid gain. General Stevens and the Virginia 
militia is halted at Boffido Ford, fifty miles in my rear, and 
eannot proceed for want of proylsions. General Rntherford's 
division have tents. I hope those I wrote for to yoar Exoel- 
lenoy are in a fair way to be sent forward. 1 maroh to- 
morrow at daybreak.** 

Neither supplies nor reinforcements came, and yet Gates 
could not remain where he was, and was compelled to ad- 
vance. Ue m irj'.ed first to Deep Creek, where he arrived 
on the 6th o! Aogasti and rested until the IOl The men 
were again qnieted with the prospect of an abnndanoe of 
provisions at May^s Mill, and induced by these representations 
to obey the order of march with alacrity ; but, being again 
disappointed, and almost dead with hunger, their patieooe 
threatened at last to forsake them. They began to str i.:- le, 
to steal, and to plunder. Even those who remained in the 
ranks looked dark and soowling, and a mutiny, which would 
have produced the most deplorable consequences, was on the 
point of breaking out, when the officers, mingling with the 
men, and reasoning \iith them, succeeded in silencing the 
murmurs for which there was, unfortunately, but too much 
foundation. They showed their own empty canteens and 
haversacks, and conTlncud the privates that the sufferings of 
all were equal, exhorted them to bear up under the hardships 
of the hour, and prombed that if the expected supplies did 




Digilized by Google 



Z.IFX OF SALB 



216 



not Tery noon amTe, foragiog parties should be sent oat 1>7 
every corps id alt dfreotions, to collect what little corn might 

Btül be stored in the country, and bring it to the mill. 

By great good fortune, it happened that, immediately 
after this occarreacei a little stock of com was broagfat ioto 
the camp. The mill began to grind, and in a few hours the 
soldiers were served with a meal sucli as they had long fore- 
gone. This sadden torn of affinirs restored the oomposare 
of the men, and they coooeiyed fresh hopes for the futnre. 
Not so the officers, who, at their own request, had been last 
served with rations. However, it was useless tu complain to 
the eomraanding general, as no one coold advise him how to 
extricate himself at a blow from the dilemma. Keyertheless 
he wa^ informed of what took place in the camp, and was 
aware of the critical state of feeling among the troops. He 
BOW began to appreciate the dilBcalties pressing upon him, 
and, sensible of the reAponsibility incnrred, he declared to 
Colonel WiiUams, who since the üth of August had acted as 
a^atantgeneral in place of Major Armstrong, who was ill, 
that he had been in a measore compelled to take the route he 
liad a<l<)pted. General Caswell, he proceeded to explain, had 
evaded every order, both of üalb and of Gates, to unite his 
militia with the regntar ai*my, being evidently vain of his 
independent command, and bent npon some enterprise ihit> 
tering t<> bis personal am1>;ti(>ri. lie, Gates, would like to 
see him soundly whipped, were it not that a defeat would 
scatter his militia and leave the re^lars without reOnforo^ 
ments. Cbtes therefore conndered it indispensable to coun- 
teract the recklessness of Caswell, and to save him from 
destmction, particuluriy as he commanded the only body of 
nuHtia that had been raised in the Carolinas. In this design 
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the commanding general declared himself confirmed by tbe 
supposition that Caswell, in spite of his protestations to the 
contrary, was well supplied with provisions, whiob, after a 
junction had been effected, would redound to the benefit of 
his own people. Re farther justified ius adrance by saying 
that after he had gone so &r to meet the enemy, a retrograde 
moTement would not only disoonrage the troops, but alienate 
the inhabitants, who had been induced by prouilües of obliv- 
ion and protection to renounce the £nglish and adhere to the 
Union causa 

Kalb and Williams vainly answered these arguments by 
representing the poverty of the country and the insincerity 
and faithlessness of the inhabitsnts, Kalb was partioularly 
urgent to take the road on the right, which led througli 
fertile settlements and offered abundance of forage. Gates 
adhered to his resolution, reverted to his former seif-delusions, 
and flattered the soldiers with the prospect of pleotiiul sup- 
plies which would be found on reaohing the militia. The 
little corn found in tlie neighborhood of May^s Mill was 
therefore collected, and the march on Camden continued. 

On the afternoon of the 5th of August Gates receiTed a 
letter from Greneral Caswell, informing him of his intention 
to attack a^ fortified post of the enemy on Lynches Creek, 
distant about fourteen miles from his camp. The com* 
mander*inH}hief therefore immediately resumed his march, to 
effect a junction with the militia, and advanced with rapid 
pace. His troops suffered dreadfully, but the good example 
of the officers, who shared all their privations, repressed even 
the faintest signs of dissatisfaction. On the 6th of Angust, 
however, Gates receiv<\d a second letter from Caswell, who 
had in the mean time discovered that the enemy threatened 
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to attaok him, and begged for Bpeedy snooor. Tbis snddeo 

transition from the offensive to the defensive is no less char- 
acteristio of Caswell's inoompetence and want of military 
jndgmenti than hia TiDity ie revealed by the opening of the 
letter, which was delivered by General W., one of his aids. 
Galea rode over that same afternoon into CiLsweirs camp — 
where he found the offloera at least living in abnndanoe, and 
in ail other respects an almost nnpandleled state of confusion 
and disorder — and, having luuik* the necessary arrangements, 
effected his junction with the North Carolina militia on the 
7th of Angnst, at the crossroads distant about fifteen miles 
from Lynch's Creek,"* 

Thiä event raised the spiiiis of the whole army, the mili- 
tia being reassured on the subject of a hostile attack, and 
the regulars, who forgot their privations and never dared to 
express the slightest dissatisfiiction, being tl iliiKd at the 
confidence with which they inspired their new comrades* 
The ofBoers, also, were on the best of termS| and General 
Caswell appeared to be entirely satisfied with the position 
assigned him, of third in command. He commnuded the 
left wing, while Kalb was in charge of the right, composed 
of regulars. Having united ahout noon, the little army ad- 
vauce<l a few miles further in the direction of the hostile 
post on Lyuch's Creek, and then encamped according to 
regulations. 

Colonel Williams, who was as solicitous for the welfare of 

the at iuy as if he had boen personally responsiMc for it, re- 
qoested lieutenant-colonel Ford, the officer of the day, to 
visit the guard with him at an unusual hour, in order to sat- 
isfy himself of the safety of the left wing. The guards and 
sentinels on the right w'lug were as vigilant as uäual. and 
10 



Digitized by Google 



218 



LIFS OF KAI.B 



■aloted the ronnd with that readiness which inspires a sense 

of security ; but on the left wiii'j; all was silent. The pa- 
trolling ofticers were not once ciiailenged, rode by the guards 
without being stopped, and found their way unobstnicted 
even to the tents of generals and staff offioers^ some of whom 
complained of this unnecessary disturbance at an hour so 
UDUftual among gentlemen. The officers of the preceding 
day were nailed, and guards and patrols arranged, to secure 
the carap aj^ainst surprise.*** 

Od the niorning of the 8th of August the enemy had 
disappeared. Under the guise of offensive movements, the 
officer commanding at Lynches Creek had quitted this post, 
and skilfiilly withdrawn all his force unmolested to a much 
stronger position on Little Lynches Creek. The latter was 
but a day's march from Camden, which, bdng the depot of 
proviftioBS for the British troops scattered through the eouii- 
try, was strongly fortiüed and well garrisoned under Lord 
Bawdon. That general had been, since the beginning of 
June, in command of the advanced posts of the army, which 
were destine<l to invade North Carolina, and only kept back 
until the autumn by the heat and the want of provisions, 
while Lord Comwallis, who, since the return of Sir Henry 
Clinton, had the command-in-chief of the four thousand 
English troops scattered over the Southern i)rovinces, had 
his headquarters at Charleston. On receiving the news of 
the approach of the Americans under Gates, Lord Bawdon 
marched from Camden to meet them, took up a well-fortified 
position at the distance of about fourteen miles from that 
place, and called in the detachments which were scattered 
over the country to support the foraging parties sent to sooni 
the land in all directions.'** 
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Gates likewise directed bis march apon Little Lyneh'e 
Creek, ffis eHoation was already desperate; he had no 
choice. To tarn to the left, toward Black Kiver, was uo 
longer joatifiabiey becanae then Camden, with its hostile 
garrison, wonid have been interposed between the army and 
tl.c ret-nforcements expe -ted from Virginia, and because tbo 
North Carolina reiugees could not then have been attached 
to the army. To advance on the right, by way of the floar- 
iahtng settlements on the Wazhaw, was now ont of the 
question, hecauee a march to these regions, two or three 
days' joomey away from the road, would have resembled a 
flight, nod frightened off the volonteers irom North Caro- 
lina. So the troops marched on without any fixed design 
being entertained, or any one knowing what was next to be 
done. Gates, however, began to reflect tliat it was danger- 
OOS to approach an enemy of whose strength he had no cer- 
tain knowledge, and tlieretbre onleretl the lieavy baggage, 
as well as a part of the women and children following the 
camp, back to Charlotte. On arriving at Little Lynch Creek 
he found the enemy posted sontb of the stream, on a height 
commanding the approaches. The road to it from the North 
led over a dam to the steep bank of a creek which wound 
ha way throngh a deep, marshy bed, crossed by a wooden 
bridge. A broad marsh extended northward from the creek, 
which for mile* oould only be traversed in full view of the 
hostile works* The enemy showed no disposition to give np 
these advantages, without at least feeling the pnlse of the 
assailaals; and Gates .saw that he must take the bull by the 
horns if he would attack him in front. Ilad he possessed 
•offioient military shrewdness, he would have turned Lord 
Rftwdon'a Tank by a forced march np the creek, and entered 
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Camden unopposed, where the royal troops had then not yet 

found time to unite.'** Instead of this he diverged from the 
straight road to Camden, turned to the right, and ordered 
Colonel Hall, with a body of about three hundred men, after 
having oovered the left wing until it should be safe from 
surprise, to take up the rear oi' the column. 

The English discovered this manmnvre In time, and thus 
bad leisure to return to Camden unmolested on the 11th of 
Aug^ust, where they were joined by the British garrison hith- 
erto posted at Clermont, or Rugcley's Mills, on the northern 
road. Lord Kawdon oonoentrated all his forces at Camden, 
and fortified the place as strongly as possible, in hourly ex- 
pectation of the arrival of Lord Coruwallis from Charleston. 
Ue had learned from his spies that General Stevens, with a 
brigade of Virginia militia, was on the way to reSnforoe Gates» 
and that Marion below Camden and Sumter above were call- 
ing the inhabitants to arms; in short, that in a lew weeks the 
whole country would once more be arrayed against the 
British. He therefore suffered Gates to advance nnmolested 
to Clermont, about thirteen miles nortli of Camden, where 
the Americans encamped on the 13th of August, and were 
jomed on the 14th by the Virginia militia under Stevens. 

While Gates lay at Clermont, he received a despatch from 
Sumter requesting reinforcements for his little troop, to ena- 
ble him to intercept a train of goods on its way to Camden. 
Without a moment's hesitation the commanding general com-' 
plied with this request, and, on the eve of a decisive struggle, 
when every man and every gun was certain to be needed, he 
detached Colonel WooUbrd, with four hundred men, one bun* 
dred of them being regulars, and two guns, to Sumter's assist- 
ance. This step admits of no explanation except the conjecture 
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that Oaftes expected Rawdon to evacuate Oamden also^ and 

offer no resistance anywhci u. But oven on that supposition ho 
was not justified io weakening himself in the face of the enemy, 
so as to be aopreiiared for oontingeDdes* Hin ootine'was ao 
maoh. the more to be censured as the train would have been 
certain to fall into his hands at any rate ii' the anticipated 
battle ahould end in a Tiotory, while, in case of defeat, it was 
equally sore to be recaptured from Sumter, even supposing 
the latter to be successful in taking it. This last was the con- 
tin^^ey which actually occurred. Tarletoa not only deprived 
Satnter of everything he had captured a mile irom Camden, 
bat also made prii>ouers of the greater part of Wooiibrd's 
command. 

By the junction with the Virginians, the main army bad 

increased its numbers, but by no mtauB its strength. The 
expected supplies, also, were not forthcoming. The friends 
of the American cause living in the vicinity of Camden were 
su much surprised by the su«l<len lu' rival of Gates' troops, 
whose approach on such secluded roads they had regarded as 
an impossibility, that they had not made the slightest prepa« 
rations for the transportation of provisions and forage. Thus 
the army lived from hand to mouth, without any stock of 
necessaries. Stevens brought nothing except a few West 
India prodncüon«, particnlarly molasses. This was issued to 
the soldiers as a stimulant, in place of rum or whiskey, in 
consideration of the excessive fatigues encountered during the 
last two days. The conseqtu nee was that the men, who had 
subsisted almost exclusively i n bread baked, or r.ither scorch- 
ed, of half green com, were seised with a violent diarrhoea 
on the very eve of the battle, so that whole ranks were con* 
stantly broken up on the march to Camden. 
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On tbe 15ib of August Gfttes mt the sick, the heavy 

baggage, and all the camp equipage that could be spared, to 
Washaw. This order was iwfortaiiateljr not executed in timoi 
BO that the baggage wagons fell into the hands of the enemy 
after the loss of the battle. On the same day the order for 
the march to Caniden was issued, which was to be taken up 
at ten o^olook in the evening in the following order : The 
advance was formed by a part of Armand^s legion, then came 
the cavalry tinder Colonel AnuaDd himself, whose right and 
left flanl^a were covered by Colonel Potterfield and Major 
Armstrong with the light infimtry, marching in Indian file at 
a distance of two hundred yards from the road. They were 
fulluwed in regular order by the First and Second Maryland 
brigades and the North Carolina and the Virginia division, 
each command being preceded by its artillery. Tbe rear was 
again covered by volunteer cavalry. In case of an attack by 
tbe enemy's cavalry in front, the light in&ntry on either flank 
were directed to advance immediately^ and open a heavy fire, 
under cover of which Colonel Armand was to resist the at* 
tack, and, if possible, to drive the enemy. The troops were 
commanded, on pain of death, to maroh in profound silence. 

On iBsning this order, Gates was ignorant that Comwallis 
bad in the mean time reSnforced Lord Rawdon at Camden ; 
while, on tbe other hand, he regarded his own c^ommaud as 
narobering seven thousand men. A^utant-General Williams 
speedily undeceived biro on this head, by showing, from tbe 
morning reports of the regiments, that on the morning of the 
15th of August but 3,052 men were fit for duty. Hut be- 
fore the app 'oach of Lord Comwallis was known, and before 
the true state of the forces could be submitted. Gates had 
called a couucil ui' war, uud iiud laid his plan before them. 
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based on the erroneous estimate of his uuinbers. It would 
seeai that oo Berious oppofdtion was manifested, either because 
the majority of the officers considered the imaginary seven 
thousiuid men sufficient lo overcome the British, or because 
Uie ftubordinate geoerais had satisfied themselves of the futil- 
ity of any objections, even if ever so well fonnded, to the pro 
posals of the commander-in-chief. Kalb ahjnc was strenuously 
in favor of remaioing at Clermont for the present, of still further 
fortifying this natnraUy strong position, which, according to 
the representations of Governor Xasli, of North Carolina, a 
hundred men could have lield against the whole British force, 
and of waiting for more definite information in regard to the 
enemy, who might possibly have been reenforced. He Ihrther 
ahowed that it would better suit the motley composition of 
the American army to act on the defensive, than to stake the 
resoh of the whole campaign on a single die, and adverted to 
the fact that the raw militia composuig the bullc of the Ibrce, 
had never manoßuyred together, and therefore conid not be 
expected to form column, and still less to execute even more 
difficult movements at night."' A consultation, however, 
was not Gates' object ; he merely wanted the sanction of his 
plan by the connoil, and caused it to be read without calling 
lor a vote. In spite, therefore, of the ill feeling provoked by 
his conduct, which £»und expression after the close of the 
sitting, and in spite of the indignation of Colonel Armand, in 
being ordered, with his cavalry, to the front of an advancing 
column in the depth of night, a measure contrary to every 
prindple of tactics, and in which that commander saw a piece 
of petty revenge and insult levelled at himself, the dispositions 
made by Gates were not departed from. The advice of the 
veteran tnuned ii\ the school of Marshals Saxe and Loewen* 
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da], and in the manifold erperienoe of the Seven Yean* War, 
remained nnheard, and the army set oat at the appointed 
boor, in ordt^r, as the commanding general fondJjr dreamed, 
to aorpriae the enemy at mght and win an easy victory. 
According to Thatcher, Gatea is aud to have answered the 
remark ot an ullictr, that ])ossil)ly he might have Lord Cora- 
wallis opposed to him, by saying that the ii^nglish general 
wonld not dare to meet him Ace to fiu»» When another 
officer, shortly before the march npon Camden, observed that 
he was curious to know where he could dine to-morrow, the 
confident general returned, ^'Dine, sir? why where bat ia 
Camden Y I wouldn't give a pinch of anaff for the certainty 
of eating my beefsteak at Camden to-morrow, and seeing Lord 
Corn Wallis my guest at the table.^' 

Henry Lee saya of the too self relying Gates, in hia Memoirs 
of the South : " Calculating proudly on the weight of hia 
uainc, he ajtpears to have slighted the perijuisites to victory, 
and to have hurried on to the field of battle with the impetu« 
omty of youth ; a memorable instance of the certain destrao> 
tion which awaits the soldier who does not know how to ea* 
timate prosperity. If good fortune begets presumption, in« 
stead of increasing circumspection and diligence, it is the sure 
preonrsor of deep and bitter adversity.'' 

During these ill-considered preparations on the part of the 
Americans, Lord Cornwallis and Rawdon had been fiir from 
idle. The latter, evidently alarmed for the safety of hia main 
position by the a] parent confidence of the American general, 
no sooner saw the cnt iny advancing ujion Camden, than he 
wrote to Ills superior for assistance and support. These do- 
apatchea induced Cornwallis to leave Charleston on tho 10th 
of August, and to reach Camden with hia troopa on the eveii> 
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in^ of the Idtb, He devoted the 14th to an examioatioo of 
the potttion aod strength of his forces, eight hundred of whom 
"^We lying in the Ixh^pital uL Camden, and to inquiries into 
the condition and movements of the enemy, whose numbers 
were reported to him as running np to six thousand effeotive«. 
I^e English commander was shrewd enougli to see ihixi ii he 
wished to preserve his communication with the sea, he must 
oho6Be between retreating at once to Charleston or giving 
"battle. Without a moment's hesitation be adopted the tatter 
alternative."* For iie would have been compelled to leave 
his sick behind him at Camden, and to have abandoned the 
entire provinoe just conquered, if he had returned to Charles- 
ton without an engagement, while a battle could have led to 
nach a result only in the most un£ivorable contingency. To 
this must be added the discontent and sedition manifested not 
only in the country travelled by Gates, but also in the dis* 
triets east of the Santee and west of the Wateree, against the 
newly*re8tored English supremacy, and which threatened to 
ripen into open rebellion on th<? approach of the Ainericau 
army, as well as of the partisan leaders Sumter and Marion* 
Kot a moment was, therefore, to be lost ; every delay could 
but increase the perils of the English army ; a decisive en- 
counter must be risked. Nothing but a victory could extri- 
cate him from his position. The more speedy the decision, 
the better the hope of success. Comwallis, who reports the 
number of his own troops at 2,233 men, tiieretorc resolved 
immediately to fiill upon the enemy at his position near Cler- 
mont, or Bugeley's Mills, and gave the command to break 
camp at 10 o'clock p. m. of the 15th of August, in the hope 
of surprising him at daybreak of the 16th. His army took 
up their line of march in the following order : The leading 
10* 
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diriflion, ttnder Lieateiuuit-oolonel Webster, consisted, in the 
first instance, of an advance of twenty iroopers and an equal 
number of legionaries who rested upon a company of light 
iu&ntry, followed by the Twenty*third aad Thirtieth regiments. 
The centra, unJcr Lord Ituwdon's cominiind, was formed by 
the Irish volunteers, the infantry lei^ion, Hamilton's North Car- 
olina regiment, and Colonel Bryants militiii, composed of ref^ 
ngees^ The reserve con«8ted of two battalions of the 
Seventy-first, while the dragoons of the legion brought up the 
rear. Four field-pieces were with the divi^tions of the fix>nt 
and centre, and two with the reserve,"* 

We have seen above that Gates struck his tents at the 
very same hour, also intending to surprise the English at 
Camden. Thus^ by a singular coincidence, both these armies 
marched against each other at the same time, each ignorant 
of the designs of llio other. The niglit was sultry, ami the 
air as oppressively hot as in the daytime. The sky was clear 
and bright with stars. The sonnd of footsteps was stifled by 
the deep sand. As the entire distance between Clermont 
and Camden is but twelve or thirteen English miles, the 
British and Americans met half way at two o'clock in the 
morning, about half a mile north of Saunders^ Creek. It was a 
glade in the pine forest, which felt off gently toward the 
creek, and was bonnded on each i] ink by impenetrable marsli« 
es, leaving but little space for the formation of the troops. 
The Americans were apprised, by a pretty brisk skirmishing fire 
oj>eiud by the English legion, that they were within gunshot 
of the enemy. Some of Armand's troopers, wounded at the 
flrst discharge, fled hastily to the rear, and threw the whole 
legion mto confusion. The latter fell back upon the front of 
the infantry, marching I ehiud them, not only impartiug their 
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own pamo to the First MaryUnd brigade, bat spreacUng aid* 
Tenal terror throagh tbe army. The light infantry, on the 

contrary, under Major Porterfield, who waa mortally wound- 
ed on the occasion, galkntiy bore the shock of the English 
oanJry, and repulsed them by a well^sostained fire. Tbe 
enemy appeared to be no less astonished at this sudden 
collision than tbe Amcrii ms, and both parties, as if by com- 
moD ooosent, sofipended hostilities antil daybreak. On either 
side they availed themselves of the brief respite thas afforded, 
to ascertain the position and numbers of the enemy. On this 
occasion Adjutant-General Willirims learned, for the firf^t 
time, from some prisoners, that Lord Gornwallis himself was 
in command, that they numbered about three thoasand, and 
that they were drawn up within five or six li und red yards of 
the American front 

Gates oould not conceal bis amazement at thb news, and, 
as soon as order bad been restored in the infantry, and the 
army formed in line of battle, lie caused the adjutant-general 
to eo&Toke a council of war. When Williams brought the 
invitation to General Kalb, and informed him of what bad 
taken place, the latter in<iiiire<l, ** Well, did not the com- 
manding general immediately order a retreat?'' The gen- 
erals and regimental commanders assembled in the rear of 
the American line, and received the unwelcome news. 
"You know our situation. What had we hctt'^'r do. gentle- 
men? "cried Gates. For a moment no one answewjd ; then 
the brave but headlong Stevens broke the painful silence by 
ezebuming, " We must fight, gentlemen ; it is not yet too 
late; we can do nothing else, we must light ! " "* In nach an 
exigency the counsel first given, be it good or bad, pmdent 
or Billy, is aure to be followed. The further it goes the less 
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will it be opposed, beoanae in an aasembly* of mixed material, 

driven to an immediate decision, cool and qniet deliberation 
must always yield to the pressure of the moment, and reason 
give place to paasioti. It would seem as if each individoal 
dreaded the reeponmbility, and, for that very reason, grasped 
the most extravagant opinion, if only uttered with an air 
of contidencc, as if to show that be did not recoil at the 
most decided measnrea Possibly, also, one or the other of 
the company may hare considered ooni-age the only r< ijid- 
site of a good soldier; in short, Stevens' proposal met with 
no opposition, and Gates gave the fatal order to attack by 
saying, ^ We must fight, then ! Hasten to yon? posts, gen* 
tlemen.»» 

According to some accounts Kalb advisc^l h n-treat to 
Clermont^ there to await the enemy's attaok, which led to 
an altercation between him and €kites, in the oonne of 
which the latter expressed doubts of his courage ; but neither 
internal nor external reasons support this story. Gates 
himself was a man of too mncb refinement to have used such 
insulting expressions, even if he had entertained snch an 
opinion. And then it is in k< c ping with KalVs turn of mind, 
aller his first suggestion of a retreat had been disregarded, 
to resign himself to the dictates of his superior, and not ez> 
pend further solicitations on a general whos? infatuation 
had shown itself quite incurable. Finally, we have the pos- 
itive testimony of one who took an actiTO part in all these 
transactions, in the narratiye of Adjutant-General Williams, 
who express!) says that Kalb did not make the sUghtest 
objection to the proposal of General Stevens. There is no 
reason whatever to doubt the assertion of this most reliable 
witness, who repeatedly says that every word of his report. 
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whioli ins written immediatelj after the ooonrrenees took 
place, that he was prepaied to make oath to the moat minute 
details. 

He that as it may, the two aimieB were drawn np in line 
of tmttle before dawn. 

Xhe adyantage of the grouad was clearly on the side of 
X^ord Comwallifl, becanse, where he atood, the marahes to the 
ri !^ht and left of the road approached each other most nearly, 
and not only protected both his flanks, but more than counter- 
vuled the numerical superiority of the enemy. He formed 
Ilia right wing of the front division of Lientenant-oolonel 
Webster, consisting of the light infantry and the Twenty- 
third and Thirty-third regimenta» and lua left wing of Lord 
llawdon'a division, the composition of which has already been 
given. The two divisions ranged themselves on the right 
and left of the road and of each other, so that the Thirty- 
third, Webster's left wmg, occupying the right of the road, 
and the Irish Yoliintetir regiment, on Loni liawdon's left, 
resting its left upon the road, together constituted the centre 
of the army. Two six-ponnders and two three-pounders, 
under LientenantK}olonel Maeleod, of artillery, were posted 
in the front, and to the left ot tiic road. The Seven tjr-first 
regiment was in the rear, its first battolion supporting the 
right, and ita second the left wing. The cavalry under Tarle* 
ton was on the right of the road in Uie.rear of both lines, 
and near the first battalion of the reserve, prepared, as oircnnb 
atanoe might dictate, to assail the enemy, or come to the 
rescue of their own infuntry. 

On the American side Kaib was charged with the forma- 
tion of the Hue. He took the command of the right wing, 
con^ibting ol tii*j Second Maryland brigade under General 
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Gist, and the Delaware regiment, and wliich, like the Entrlish 
left, rested its flank od a deep morass. The North Carolioa 
militia under General Caswell formed the centre, and the 
Virginia militia ander General Steyena the left, while the First 
Maryland brigade under General Smallwood occupied the 
second line as a reserve. Two pieces of artillery were jtlanted 
on Gist's right flank, and two on the right and two on the 
left of the centre. Annand's mounted legion were to hare 
covered the right flank of the American force, bnt they had 
been seised by a panic and had fled disgracefully at the first 
attack in the nighty so that they were of no account in the 
furmution of the line and the subsequent events of the day. 
This want of cavalry was destined to be but too severely felt 
in the course of the action. 

The mere disposition of the two armies shows the advaii- 
tage^ enjoyed in every respect by the Briiibh over the 
Ameiicans. The front of Lord Comwallis was strong not 
only in the personal valor of the troops, almost all bdonging 
to the regular forces, and all of them veteraius in coniparisuu 
to the Americans, but also by the better distribution of the 
artillery ; above all its reserve, and especially the reserve 
under Tarleton, was more reliable and better posted. This 
compact and war-worn line was ojiposed by raw militia, who 
had never seen an enemy, and who regarded the £nglish 
troops, excellent as they were, with even greater awe than 

the facts warranted. Gates committed the additional blunder * 
of posting the i^'irst Maryland brigade in reserve, instead of 
using the raw militia for that purpose, and of stripping his 
left wing of artillery. By these defects, partly inherent in 
the character of his troops, and partly arising out of his own 
lack of judgment, be more than ncatralized the advantages 
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which would otherwise Lave accrued from the inferior nam 
ben of Xiord ConiwaUi& Kay, not oootent with the errors 
already made^ Gates, on ueeing the position of the English 
in the liioruLug, unexpectedly ordered a gap m the fonuation 
of the centre and right wing to be corrected, a measure • 
doubly prejudicial in the presence of so weU-discipluied a foe» 
and with sach unskilled forees of his own. 

Lord Cornwalliij, iudei d, was too experienced a commander 
no: to avail himself of the chance thus brought under his 
yery eyes. He hastened, on being apprised of this new 
mistake of his adversary, to his right wing, and personally 
ordered Colonel Wtl t< r to attack, sending the same com' 
mand to Lord Rawdon by an aid. 

Gates remained quiet, and seemed disposed to await the 
torn of evt nts. His adjutant-general suggested that an im- 
mediate onset on the English while deploying, would inspire 
the militia with courage, and, if successful, exercise no little 
influence on the result* " That's right," cried the commander, 
who had evidently been at a loss what to do, "let Geuer.ii 
Stevemi attack on the left immediately." The latter advanced 
boldly at first, but found the enemy already drawn up in line 
of battle. WilliaiiLS uuw eudfavored to draw their fire at llie 
greatest possible distance, in order to make it less fearful 
to the militia, and for that purpose requested permission to 
take forty or fifty Tolunteers from General Stevens, with 
whom he a^hauced, but without atiaining Iiis obji ct. The 
right wing of the £nglish under Webster advanced at this 
moment in dosed ranks, with such noise, hurrahs, and impet* 
uosity upon the militia, just as the latter were changing their 
position, that they were thrown iiJ('> ' uulubion and seized by 
a panic, under the influence of which they threw away their 



Digitized by Google 



i;iFB OF KALB. 



loAded pieces at the first fire of the English, and scattered in 
breathleas flight Players» etitieaties, threats, and appeals 
to honor were alike nnaYAiling. General SteTens Tsinly 

exhorted the fugitives to remember their bayonets; how 
* ooold they rememher them, when thej had only reoeiTod 
them the day before, and were entirely nnaoqnainted with 
their u»ti? The Virginians invohed the North Carolina 
militia in the same disgraceful rout. The oflicers imiorto- 
nately were without cavalry to enforce their objurgations, and 
bring the runaways to a stand. It was not, properly speak- 
ing, a light, but rather a chase and scamper, so that betbre 
the real engagement had commenced, the entire Amencan 
centre and left wing, comp< sing two-thirds of their force, 
had disappeared from the scene of action, almost without 
firing a shot. Four hundred men of Dixon .s regiment alone 
stood their ground somewhat longer, and fired once or twice 
on the enemy."* 

Gates, who had taken his position some six hundred 
paces in rear ot the line, to overlool: the contest, had been 
carried along by the flying militia, and had left the field 
under the pretext of "bringing the rascals back into line," 
so that the command-in-cliief devolved upon Kalb. The 
morning was so close and foggy that the smoke did not even 
rise, but enveloped both armies in a doud. This made it 
dilficult to survey the field, and obtain a clear idea of tlie 
progress of the battle. In consequence of the fog Kaib long 
remained ignorant of the flight of the left wing and centre; 
nevertheless he ordered up Smallwood with the reserve, and 
directed him to lorm a junction with Gist; the two brigades, 
however, were not large enough to fill up the interval be- 
tween the marshes. While the First Maryland brigade moved 
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fiinrard into lioe, the right wing ander Kalb took up^ the 
unequal fight, and not only stood their groand, bat sacces»- 

tnllj repulsed the impetuoas onslaiight of the foe, so that 
the struggle gradually extended along the whole line, and 
victory trembled in the balance. To bring matters to a 
speedy issue, Kalb ordered a bayonet charge by the right 
winor under his command, drove the eüeüiy, ninl h.id just 
made a number of prisoners, when the left wing, overpow- 
ered by nambers and outflanked, was forced to fall back. 
They soon nilUed and renewed the contest, bnt were again 
repulsed, and again led iuto action. The two brigades, iu 
eonseqaence of losses, and in the heat of the engagement, 
which gnidnally degenerated into a hand-to-hand scnffle, 
were separated by an interval of tuine six Imodred feet. 
TJiis was the tiirDiiig point of the battle, which was hence- 
forth on the side of the English. Williams vainly endeav- 
ored to restore the connection. On reaching the right wing, 
be fonnd the enemy just exchanging a heavy fire for a bay- 
onet charge. Kalb ibnght at the head of the Maryland 
second brigade^ Three times he had advanced, and three times 
retreated before the force of numbers, but on the whole ho 
maintained his advantage. His horüe had been ^hot under 
him^ a sabre stroke laid open his head. Jaqaette^ the adjutant 
of the Delaware regiment, hastily bandaged the woond with 
his scarf, and besought his general to retire troin tlie confliet. 
Instead of heeding this request Kalb led his Marylanders to 
the charge on foot. Over heaps of dead tbey went forth and 
back ; his soldiers performed prodigies of valor, and con- 
testid every inch of ground. The enemy pressed upon them 
with ever increasing numbers, and forced them to give up 
the little advantage they ha^l gained. The bloody 6ght was 
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hand to band. At length Cornwallis, fearing to loee the 
advantages already gained, ooncentrated all hi» force upju 
this point, &nd when, at h\» order, a portion of Tarleton'a 
troopers fell upon the decimated flanks of the braye men of 
Marylaud aod Delaware, the last üiint hope of maiutaiuin^ 
possession of the field had vanished. AU that coold be done 
was to rescue the honor of the flag. And once more Kalb, 
at the head of hii laiililul leu-, ruslied upou llie etRuiy • it 
was the iaat time that his poweriul voice rang through the 
din of battle ; the last time that, bis sword pointing to the 
foe, be cheered bis men* and drew them on to follow bim. 
As he advanced he was bUuck by several balls, and the 
blood poured Irom him in streaiua^ but he still had stJ'engtb 
to cat down an English soldier, who bad actually set a bay« 
onet on his breast. Yet lus hour had coma He was recog- 
nized by his epaulets. "The rubel general, the rebel gen- 
eral!" was beard in the English ranks. Mortally struck, 
and bleeding from eleven wounds, be sank exhausted to tbe 
earth.*" 

The fall of Kalb deeided the fortunes of the day, for the 
Americans were now witboat a leader. True, tbe brigades of 
Gist and Smallwood fonned once more, and advanced to the 
attack, rcpellm*^ another charge of the EngU.^h j but at thw 
moment Comwalliii, incensed at this obstinate resistance, 
ordered bis light cavalry to oatflank tbe American left^ and 
take t liein in the rear. This was done. The work begun by 
the ba} onets of the British infantry was finished by the sa- 
bres of Tarleton's horse, who met with no resistance owing 
to the want of cavalry on the side of the Continentals. The 
remnants of the Maryland brigades were soon dissolved in 
headlong flight. Nothing but tlie marshes on each side of 
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the battle-field afforded the fugitives some protection 
igainst the puraait of Tarleton's dragoons. Not a bat« 
talioDy not a company, preserved its formation. Gist, 
with about a hundred soldiers, aluiae retreated id something 
like order. Every commaad was broken up and scattered in 
the woods, and another victory so per^t as this was not 
■chlered in the war of the revolntion. Eight guns, two 
thousand stand ol arias, twenty-two loads oi' ammunition, 
and one hondred and thirty baggage ii agons, besides eighty 
ihonsand cartridges, fell into the hands of the victors, who 
reported their own loss at only gixty-eif_^ht killed, two hun- 
dred and Ibrty-live wounded, and oleveu missing — making a 
total of three hundred and twenty-four — while the adversa- 
nes estimate it at five hundred or even seven hundred tailed."* 
The loss of the latter could not be ascertained, on account 
of the hasty flight of the militia. Comwallis himself sup- 
poses it to haye amounted to over a thousand in dead and 
wounded, besides eight hundred prisoners; according to re- 
liable American accounts the reguiurs had six hundred and 
filly killed and wounded, being more than a third of the 
whole number; of the North Carolina militia a hundred bad 
fallen, and three hundred had been taken prisoners ; while 
tlie fleet-footed Virgioiaus had wounded only, and no dead. 
The brave Delaware regiment was almost annihilated ; the 
remnants barely suflBced to form 'a nucleus for two com- 
panies. Gist and Smallwood vainly endeavored to rally the 
militia on the road; they were obliged to continue their 
fiight with a handful of regulars. Gates, who, as we have 
fteen above, had hastened from the field at the beginning of 
the üght, muät have had a strong and switt charger, for lie 
slept that same evening at Charlotte, which is distant sixty 
niiles from Camden. 
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But let U8 leave the geoeral wbo flies from his troops, and 
tum to the hero wbo tell fighting to the last. We le£t him 
at the head of his command, hleeding from eleven woands. 
Scarcely had his acijutant Diibuysson, seen him full, when 
he tbrew himself upoa bim, and cried imploringly to the rag- 
ing foe, Spare and saye the Baron de Kalb 1 " The faithfiü 
aid received with hie own body the sabre^ata intended for 
his superior. The Biiti«*h soldiers fell u\)on thera both, seized 
the general, raised him to bis feet, leaned him by his hands 
against ft wagon, and stripped him to his shirt* As he stood 
In this miserable plight, with blood rushing from htm in 
streams, Cornwallis came riding ap with his suite."* **I re- 
gret,'' he said to his helpless adversary^ ^ to see yon so badly 
woonded, bat am glad to have defeated yon.'* He immedi* 
utely ordered the prisoner to be properly cared for, and his 
wounds to be bandaged. From this moment the KagUsb 
treated the wonnded maa with that kindness and humanity 
which modem warfkre voncbsafes to the conquered. 

Kulb struggled with death for three days, and died the 1 9th 
of August at Camden, whitber he had beeu carried aller the 
battle. Dubnysson, whose wounds tamed oat not to be ee* 
rioQ9, was with him daring this time, and was assisted by the 
English oiiicers in soothing the last moments of the dying hero. 
Ali his thoughts were with the brave soldiers and officers of 
bis division. Immediately before his death he requested Da* 
buysson to express to them his thanl s for their valor, and to 
bid them an affectionate fat e w ell. The letter to Generals 
Gist and Smallwood, in which the faithfal adjutant ezecatea 
this commission, is dated at Charlotte the 26th of August, 
1780, and reads as follows; 

*^Dear Generals : Having received wounds in the action 
of the 16th instant, I was made prisoner, with the Honorable 
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Major-Gcueral the Baroo de Kalb, with whom I served as 
aide-de^oainp and irieiid, and had an opportaoity of attend- 
ingr that great and good officer during the abort time he lan- 
guished with eleven wouDds, which proved mortal on the 
third, day. 

** It IB with partionlar pleasure I obey the baron^s last 

commands, in presenting his most aÖoctionate compliments 
to all the officers and men of his division, lie expressed the 
greatest satisfaction in the testimony given by the British 
army, of the bravery of his troops ; and he was charmed with 
ibe firm opposition tiiey made to superior force, when aban- 
doned by the rest of the army. The gallant behavior of the 
Delaware regiment and the companies of artillery attached 
to the brigades, afforded him intinite pleaiiore. And the ex- 
emplary conduct of the whole division gave him an endear> 
ing sense of the merits of the troops he had the honor to 
command. ' 

Kalb was buried by his Tictorious adTersiries, among 
whom there were many free masons, with military and ma* 

sonic honors. Down to the year 1825 a solitary tree was all 
that marked his final resting-place. 

Congress received, at the hands of Gates, the news of 

Kalb's heroic death. The stricken and humbled general spoke 
of his brave comrade with creditable candor, and warm ad- 
miratioD. 

" Too much honor cannot be paid by Congress to the memo- 
ry of the Baron de Kalb,^^ he writes to \\ ashing ton, in a letter 
of September 3, 1780 ; *^ he was everything an excellent officer 
should be, nnd in the cause of the United States has sacrificed 
his life." " Here I must be permitted to say," Gates continues 
on September 3d, in a letter to the President of Ooogisss, 
**hotr much I think is due to the Baron de Kalb, and I am ^ 
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convinced Congress wiU declare to the worM tho high est! 
mation thejr have for bis memory and aervioea." 

Upon this impartial testimony, and the ooncnrreTit ju lg- 
Dieut of Washington, who declared that Kalb had tuUy justi- 
fied the high opinion he had always entertained of him, and 
that his memory mast ever be predons to a grateful oonntry, 
Congi L . on the 14th of October, 17S0, resolved to commem- 
orate the glorious example given by Genen^l de Kalb to hi8 
troops, by erecting at Annapolis, the capital of the State 
whose division he had oommanded, a monument, with this 
inscription : 

" Sacred to the memory of the Baron de Kalb, Knight of 
the Royal Order of Military Merit, Brigadier of the Armies 
of France, and Major-General in the serxioe of the United 
States of America. Having served with honor and reputation 
for three years, he gave at last a glorions proof of his attach- 
ment to the liberties of mankind and the canse of America, In 
the action near Camden, in th« State of South Carolina, on 
the ICtb of August, 1780, where, leading on the troops of the 
Maryland and Delaware lines against superiors numberü, and 
animating them by his example to deeds of valor, be was 
pierced with many wounds, and on tlie 19th following ex- 
pired, in the 48th year of his age. The Congress of the 
United States of America io gratitude to his zeal, services, 
and merit, have erected this monnment.'* 

The resolut ion was not executed. The cares of the day 
Koon banished the memory of the fallen hero. The return of 
peace found an empty treasury, and the generation then en* 
tering into power had other Interests. The matter gradually 
came to be forgotten, and Kalb's tuUional monuninjU has 
never been erected (See Appendix, p. 326) 
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Kai^> ArrtABAKCF and Charaotkr. — Habits and Edvoatiok.— Mabiiaoi.^ 

Chilorcm and Gkakdchildrkn. — Thkir Fate« and Fortunks. — TUEIR 
Ci-AivsoNTHE Unitkd States, and how thbt were Disposed op. — Kai.b's 
Gkavk at Camdkn. — Washington's Vi.^it. — What He said ahoct Kalh. 
—The CiTizKNs ok South Carolina Dktkrmink i pon the Erkctiun ok a 

MoNTMKNT OVER THE GRATK. DKnTCATFD T>Y LAK\XmT !N 1825. — S(> 

LEMNiTiKS ANr> Orations. — Retro-stkct of Kalu's Likk. — Tiik I'eoduct 
OF Morbid Pomtical Conditions. — Uis ExiRACTioN. — ötati ok Public 
Akpaiils in B.VVRKCTII. — Rehahhop French Misrhle, — Maroravk Fred- 
eric. — Extraordinary Exi'EN.skh. — Martial Tomfoülkry and Kidnap- 
FiNQ. — English Subsidies. — Narrow Sphere. — Impoi'Sibility of Actui 
Lin VOR A Max or Kalb*8 turn of Hind.— Passagb rROM Schi llbr*8 
PlLAT or Kabalb abb LiBBB.**— >Tiib DiTmoB or Gntu aht mvo Pmr 
PfiwctrALinn Ezolcdbb vhb Ibka or Natiobal Pbidb.— Dum thi 
M OBT Ebbobtic Heb oot or thb CouirrRT.^BAB Paul.— Frbmch Ar 

S0LUTUIf.^MoBB iMPOnXO VHAB THAT OT THE PVBT PBIBOirAUTIBL— AD* 

um or BiTALBT AMOBO TBB Gtmn^lB Fbabcb Kalb bnjotc all trb 
iMMUBiTin or A Natiti.— Thb Rbabok or thb Libbbalitt Exbrcibkd 
btAbmldtb GoTBBXXBam jm Tai8RnrBcr.~ABaoL09i8M Extuoüishbs 
all DimuutxcBB or NATionAUTT.^CoMrAuaoB or thb Mobbtbd Abi& 
TocRACT or thb Pbibbbt Dat with thb Aristocracy or Bibtr or trb 
Past OBurumr. — ^Kalb abd LAPAVfnTE. — The La5t of thk Soldibbb or 

FOKTUBB A3ID THK LaBT Or THB KnIOHIB-ErEANT.— ThBIB AIM&— KaLB 

BOT Actuated bt Mean or Vulgar Motites. — He Devotes IIimselp Un« 
bkservkm.y-to the Catse in which he has Eni.i^t> n. — Only two Imiii- 

QRANT GeNKRaI.8 KALL IN THK Si UL(.GLE. KaLB AND MONTGOMERY. — TllR 

German sates the Honor ok tiik Amfhican Anv^ — Gep.mant may 
Claim Him as hkr Own as wkll as Kranck and Amkuic v. — Tmf Soh or 
the Feasant of üuettendohp is mot the Last among its Hekoes. 

TV ALB'S exterior was highly prepossessing, his frame 
^ strong and vell-buUt, and his air at once mild and 
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dignified. A keen hazel eye, wbich beamed forth frankly and 
kindly from tmder a higrh forehead, a nose sligbtly aquiline, 
a mingled trait of good nature and shrewdness about the 
mouth, and a double chin of respectable proportions, stamped 
his mien with more of the reflectiye and calculating expres- 
sion oi' the diploraatißt, than of iLe rigid, unbending type of 
the soldier. " In form and leal uro," — such is the testi- 
mony of bis aide-de-camp, Nicholas Rogers, of Baltimore,'** 
-^he was a perfect Ariovistus, more than nr !feet tall, and 
proof against the greatest hardships of his calling. He ol ten 
made twenty or thirty miles a day on foot, and preferred 
walking to riding on horseback whenever he could.** Owin^ 
to his mode of life his health was truly remarkable. To 
great temperance and caution he united extraordinary pa- 
tience. Suffering and privations he endured without a mur- 
mur, and could bear up for days under hunger and thirst, 
heat and coM, without j>crmitting a sigh to escape his lips. 
He slept as well upon his kuapsack and under his cloak, as 
on a downy pillow; in short, he possessed all the physical 
power and endurance essential to our conception of a hero. 
He was always coubidered younger than he really was. At 
his death Congress rated him at <^ght and forty, when in 
truth he was in his sixtieth year. 

During the American war Kalb usually rose before day- 
break, often at four o^clock in the morning, worked until 
nine, and then breakfasted on bread and water. After con- 
tinuing his labors till noon, he rode or walked out, went to 
headquarters, inquired the news of the day, and then dined. 
His meal consisted simply of soup, vegetables, and meat; 
he drank only water* The afternoon he devoted to the ser- 
vice or to writing letters. Owing to an affection of the eyes 
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be mely worked by esndle-light, bat reüfed to rest at an 
earl J hoar, so as to be able to ri^e tbo earlier in the morning. 
Shnriag with his aabordinatefl all the hardships of the semoe^ 
he eonld draw npon their leal to almost any extent. All 

who knew him esteemed iiim for Li» uujireteüJijig aiikbilityj 

his soldiers loved and revered him as a father. 

Kalb waa single-hearted and honest Endowed with 

soimd eonunon sense, and a judgment at onoe elear and 

strong, he had the happj faculty of babituatiog himaelf with* 

entooDstnint to the most on wonted circnmstanoes» and oom- 

bioed untiring indostry with a rigid sense of daty, Yety rare at 

that period, especially in France. By no means a geiiius, or 

a man of vast or comprehensive ain.s, he even shows occar 

siooal aigna of that petty pnnotilionaness whioh has since 

leoeiTed the appellation of old fogyisai. Tet he was am* 

bitioas, enterprising, and energetic ; and stopped at no 

sacrifiee to achieve renown, distinotion, or advanoemenU 

From bis eariiest yonth he had bad nothing save bis mother 

wit to pit against the lions that beset his path ; and hence he 

had involuntarily imbibed a degree of habitual pliancy and 

aabordination to the powers that be. For this resaon be 

was not one of those who who make their demands in a 

haughty tone, and assert their will in disregard ot all oh- 

ataoles. His was a more caloalatiog disposition, which 

apparently yielded to surroonding foress, in order, in point 

of ftct, to control them the more effectively. This phase of 

his character is displayed most dearly in his intercourse with 

the Bros^ brothers, who were his £sithiul firiaids and 

patrons, bot who never bestowed their favor on any one who 

did not recognize their will as law. The courtly tone then 

in vogoe among French officers is the key to this trait of 
11 
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Kalb'0 oharaotor, bat it must be said in Mb honor that he 
never resorted to baee meane to compaas bis ends: 

Uis best virtnes, however, were his self-possession and 
his unvarying caution. As in his private affairs he considered 
every plan in all its bearings^ before carrying it into ezecn* 
tion, as he meditated for days and weeks on the advantages 
and disadvantages of a contemplated investment or improve- 
ment of his estate, so he was conscientioas and wary in his 
militaiy movements, weighing in golden sosles the chanees 
of every undertaking, tmstiiig nothing to chance, and enter* 
Ing upon uo ventuie which did not proniise almost certain 
snooessL Thoronghly oognizant of tiie weak points of the 
Amerioan army, he was always for defensive measniee, and 
frequently offended those who differed with hira by the 
cogency of his reasoDing, wliich was almost invariably borne 
oat by the event. In the Seven Years' War his iUostrions 
opponent, the Dnke of Brunswick, had taught him to be on bis 
guard i and he did not hesitate to apply the results of that ex< 
perienoe to the American war, where he found himself pitted 
against two of the duke's best scholars. General Enyphansen 
and Lord Comwallis. This full measure of caution in public ^ 
matters found a counterpart in his private affairs in a degree 
of frugality which sometimes bordered dosely on parsimony. 

Where Kalb acquired his education, is a question not to 
be answered from the data at command. That he was self- 
taughti is very perceptible in his writings; yet his sphere of 
ideas was extenave and his mind versatile, and &r in advance 
of the average of the military officers of his day. As was to 
be expected, he spoke and wrote French like a native. How 
far be was master of the German is not to be ascertained, bfr 
cause not a line written in that language was to be fi>and 
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mmoDg bifi papers. His English style, though the Qse of the 
language gave him no difficulty, is not a little rugged. His 
liandwritlng is firm and smootb, and ahows that he baa writ* 
t/en not a little. Even with the andent claasies be was famO* 
iar ; aod his thorough knowledge of engineering and topogra- 
phy la proved by the length of time he practised these import- 
ant branobes of the military art, and his position in tbe staff of 
the commander-in-chieK To this was added immense practi- 
cal experience ; for he had made his first campaigns under 
the M a r shals Loewendal and Saze, the first masters of their 
time; and liad afterward extended the kisuwledge thus ac- 
quired, under Marshal Broglie, during the whole of the Seven 
Tear^ War. It may fidrly be said, that of all tbe foreign 
officers who lent their swords to the struggliii<j^ roj)ublic, not 
even Steuben excepted, Kalb was the most experienced, the 
most calculating, and the most circumspect commander. 

Kalb'8 marriage, as above remarked, was remarkably bap- 
py. His affection for his wife was at once earnedt and playful, 
and a perfect reflex of the character of a true German, who 
seeks bis chief pleasure and entire satisfaction, next to bis 
participation in public aftairs, in hi6 wile and children. These 
beautiful fiuntly*tie8 appear to increased advantage when con- 
trasted with tbe debauched and heartless tone of tbe court 
and nobility, with the lasciviousne&s of a Dubarry and the 
crowned and highborn rakes, who could see nothing in an un* 
broken marrlagi* vow but a target for ribaldry. Tbe most 
unlimited confidence continued to subsist between Kulb und 
his wife up to the moment of his death. She was his best of 
fiienda to whom be communicated everything that befell him, 
even t<i wha' would seem to be the most trivial occurrence. 
From America he wrote to her almost daily. His letters. 
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which often fill twenty thirty pages, and which treat rilmost 
exciufiivdy of personal and family matter, oumber ninety-ooe 
in a period of about forty monUit i and mool of tbeiii wen 
written in dnpUoate and triplicate. While he is thns confideih 
Ijal and explicit, she also loves to tell liim of every household 
event at Park and at Milou, to consalt him aa to alterations 
and iroprovementa in houses and lands, and to enlarge npon 
the progress made by the children in their studies. Flam for 
the welfare of the boys, preparations for their entrance into 
the French army, the education of their daughter and her 
phymesl developments-constitute the topics of extended and 
reiterated disooanon in this correspondence between basband 
and wife. 

Kalb left three children.'** The eldest son, Frederic, was 
bom the 18th of May, 1765, in Furls, educated at the fitmous 

military school of the Ger iiiaii poet PfefTel at Kohnai , and had 
hardly passed bis sixteenth year before be entered the Ger» 
man regiment Salm-Salm, in the French servioa At the 
breaking out of the revolution he joined the royalist refugees, 
and served as an oflicer in the corps formed by the Prince of 
Conds on the Rhine. The estates of the family having been 
confiscated in consequence of his emigration and taking up 
arms against his country, be returned to France, and oliumed 
to be restored to them on the ground that be bad owed no 
allegiance, because a foreigner. Of tbia ingenious plea, com* 
ing from a native of France and the son of a French officer, 
the Convention manifested their appreciation by handing him 
over to the guillotine in 1793. He had inherited the Ameri- 
can order of the Cincinnati, established after the death of his 
iktber, and which, by the canons of the order, vested in the 
eldest son of a deceased member or officer who would have 
been entitled to membership, if living. 
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Kalb^ MOOfid ohild ww a danghter, Anna Maria Caroline^ 
born May 25, 1767, who was married, on the 23d of Oetober, 

1787, to John Lucas Geyrnuellor, a Swiss cnptain in Üie scr- 
Tice of France, oatlived her husband and died as his widow 
Janoarj 24, 1820. Two Bons were the iasne of this marriage» 
the younger of whom, Lncas, bom in 1702 and deceased m 
1816, left several children. 

The second son of our hero, Eiie, was bom March 9, 1760| 
and died September 7, 1835, at Milon la Chapeile. The revo- 
lution Ibnnd him in the French regiment Ro3ra1 Dcnzponts, 
when he emigrated, and entered, as a private, the company 
Ibrmed by the reüigee prinoes of the officers of the regiments 
Deoxponts and la Mark. On the ntter failnre of the royalist 
schemes be spent some time in Switzerland and among his 
connections in Franconia. About the close of the century we 
find him in Aostria, where, nnder the name of Elias von Kell, 
he served, first in the Tyrolese rifles, and subsequently re- 
ceived a lieutenant's comniisbiou in the regiment Erbach. In 
1802 he resigned, and returned to France on the strength of 
the amnesty then granted.'*' Daring the empire he took no 
part whatever in public affiurs; nnder the restoration he ac« 
cepted one or twu parish offices, bnt otherwise lived in un- 
broken retirement during the rest of his days on the estate 
of Milon la Ohapelle, which had been restored to him. His 

marriage, contracted tlie 8tli of February, 1808, with Eii.NO* 
Signard, was blessed with two children, one of whom, a son 
named Tbeophile, died shortly after hia birth in 1800, while 
the other, a daughter, Leonora, bom Jane 11, 1811, on the 
26th of Jane, 1828, espoused the Marquis Raymond do Vau- 
diere, Yicomte d^Alzac, and became the mother of tive chil* 
dren. This granddaughter of Kalb, who still survives, owns 



.240 



LIFE OF KALB. 



and occupies the family homestead of Miloiu The direct 
male Hne of the old hero 19^ it thus appears» extinet. 

Kalb and his wido v lived in ease and afflnenee. In conse^ 

quence of the French revolution, however, the family lost 
almost all their property; aod although they subsequently re- 
covered their estate of Milon, they never regfluned their ibnner 
opulence. In 1784 and 1786 Madame de Kalb presented to 
CoDgrcsB her cliiims lor the arrears due her busband, but they 
were rejected on the ground of some omission in matters of 
fomu In 1819 the heirs, having become impoverished^ were 
naturally led to renew the application, petitioning the Fed- 
eral Government not only for the liquidation of the back pay 
of their grandlather, bat also for the seven years* half-pay 
voted tbem by the resolution of Congress passed the 24tli 
of August, 1780, as well as for the bounty in land coming to 
every revolutionary general. The last request was at once 
granted^ and in 1822 the petitioners received a grant of par- 
cels Nos. 1, 4, 0, 7, 8, 9, and 10 in the first quarter, and Koa. 
25, 30, 25, and 36 in the third quarter of the tenth township 
of the fourth range in the then military district of Ohio, and 
in the present conntiee of Holmes and TascaronL Tbia 
tract, which at the present day would form a possession of 
immense value, was sold, a few years afterward, for State 
taxes which the heirs had failed to pay, and was entirely 
lost to tbem, as they neglected to redeem it from the pur- 
chaser.'" Their other claims on Congress, on the other 
hand, were full thirty-six years in coming to a satisfactory 
eondnsion. The books of the Secretary of War showed that 
at his death Ealb was entitled to $2,438.61 of nndrawn pay. 
In the same books, however, he was charged with |226,0f>0 
in paper money (or about $2,500 in gold), which he had re- 
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eeiyed in May, 1780, before his march to the South, for the 

sabsistence and clothing of the troops under his command. 
The vouchers for the proper disbursement of these funds were 
not forthooming, as most of Kalb's papers and all his bag* 
g-age had fallen into the hands of the English when he was 
killed. While no donbt was entertained of his havino: ex* 
ponded the money in the publio service, the absence of these 
doonments obstmoted the final settlement of the account for 
more than a generation. Thus it happened that, fully ao* 
knowledgiog the justice of the claims of Kalb's heirS| Con- 
gress nevertheless refused to liquidate them, and passed TOtes 
to this effect in the years 1819, 1821, 1836, and 1837.*" 
When it is considered that this body is almost entirely re* 
newed every two years, and that during the period referred 
to it was beset with humlredb of revolutionary claims of this 
ehaimcter, this reluctance and circumspection is not without 
plausibility ; still, the case of Kalb was a highly exceptional 
one, and might well have been disposed of by a special 
enactment. Be that as it may, it was on the 8th of 31aroh| 
1842, that the House Committee on Berolutionary Claims 
made Lhtir report in favor of the heirs of E^alb, and fixed 
the sum to which they were entitled at $90,531.61, which 
th^y recommended to be paid with interest from 1819, the 
year in which the claim had been first presented. Even then 
the noo'couourrence of the Senate and the early close of the 
session prevented an a^ustment, and twelve fhrther years 
elapsed before the 6th of February, 1854, when Mr. Corwin 
again took up the report above mentioned, and adopted its 
suggestions. The House was unanimous in its favor. The 
bill roached the Senate on the 18th of December, 1854. 
Here a mistake of $24,513.85 was detected in favor of tho 
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olaimaots ; bat, after deducUxig that amonnt, it waa uiuuii 
maaaly adopted, and the aam of #66,099.76, without tntereat, 
was ordered to be paid in foil of all demands.*** The Honse 
concurred in tiic aoiendmcnt, aod the bill soon after received 
the Bignatnre of the President» It is but &ir to record that 
the Senators and Bepresentatiyes from Delaware and Mary- 
iaiicl, the two States whose troops bud been under Kalb's 
oommand, and those of South Carolina, on the soil of which 
he had fiüleo, were eepeclaUj aoUcitoos about the final set* 
tlement of the ehums of his heirs, and that the &vOrable re- 
sult attained is mainly due to their unceasing efforts. 

While the Congressional resolution of the 14th of Octo- 
ber, 1780, hi still awaiting its realisation, and while no steps 
were ever taken for the erection of the monument at Anna, 
polls, the State of South Carolina did not permit the year 1825 
to pass away without giving a fitting expression to its senti- 
ments of gratitnde for the departed hero. 

As stated in the foregoing chapter, a tree was for years 
the only mooumeut of the resting-place of Kalbes last re- 
mains. This spot was the most important memento of the 
Revolution of which Oamden could boast, and travellers 
rarely failed to visit the grave. It is to be found in the 
grass plot opposite the Presbyterian Church in De Kalb 
Street. So here lies the brave de Ealb,^' said Washington, 
when standing on this spot in the spring of 1791, "the gen- 
erous stranger who came from n distant land to fight our 
battles, and to water with his blood the tree of our liberty. 
Would to Qod he had lived to share with us its fruits t** 
And immediately before the same occasion,'" when iiivlLed 
by the citizens of Camden to visit their town, he addressed 
them in the following words, which briefly and vigorously 



Digilized by 



LITS OF KALB* 



249 



express Washington's opinion of our hero : " Your grateful 
remembrauce of that eicceiient friend and gallant officer^ tha 
BuroD de Kalb, does booor to the goodness of your hearts. 
With joar regrets I mingle mine for his loss, and to yonr 
praise I juiu the tribute of my cRteem for his memory." 

At the opening of the third decade of the present century, 
the inhabitants of Camden, and espeeially the Free Masona^ 
of which fraternity Kalb had been a member, conoeiTed the 
design of erecting a monument over his grave. The call 
issaed by them met, throaghout the State, with the most en- 
thosiastio reception and eooouragement ; almost every citiien 
of South Carolina furnished his contribution. In 1825, al- 
though the requisite funds were not all collected, such pro- 
grass had been made that General Ijafinyette, thin on his visit 
to the United States, oould be requested to lay the corner- 
stone. 

The invitation was accepted with great alacrity. On the 

6th of March, 1825, he arrived at Camdeo, and was received 

with pablio solemnities. The addresH^s made by and to him 

arc extant ; we extract the passages having special reference 

to Kalb, and to the inaognration of the monament."* 

Your visit to Camden," General Nixon said, addressmg 

himself to Lafayette, " excites sublime emotions ; we live over, 

in fancy, the scenes ot its early hi:itory ; though no splendid 

edifices, no * gorgeous temples,* no ' dood-capped * turrets meet 

yonr eye, still there are associations connected witli it more 

imposing than theui ali. It is seated on classic ground. Its 

haunts are consecrated by the shades of heroes ; its pliuns 

honored by their dust. Monuments of the Revolution on all 

sides remind ns of the deeds of our fiithers. lu its bosom 

reposes General dc Kalb, yoiu* friend and compauiuu in arms. 
11* 
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Inspired with a holy enthusiasm io the cause of freedom and 
mankind, he buffeted with yoatbestomisof a perilous ooeaoi 
With joUf be flitt toaohed Amerioaa loil in Carolina» and 
donbty sanctified it by his ßrst vint and his last sigh ; and 
yoa are now, in your old age, to deposit a stone over his ashes, 
which will speak to coming years. I know, ur, it will affi»rd 
yon a melancholy pleasure to pause and drop a tear at the 
hero's gravf ; Iiis spirit audyour Washiogton^s will commune 
with you there.** 

Lafayette replied : The oongratulatlons of mj fiiendi 
on this happy visit to the State of South Carolina, cannot at 
any time or place be more affecting and honorable to roe, than 
when offered by you, sir^ in the name of the citizens of Cam* 
den and its vicinity, on this olassio ground where, in several 
battles, my rcvohitionary brethren have foucjht and bled ; and 
where, even on unlucky days, actions have been performed 
which reflect the highest honor on the name of which we are 
80 justly proud, the name of an AtMrican toldier* Such have 
been, sir, the uble conduct as a connu.unlor, the noble fall as 
a patriot, of General de Kalb. Among my obligations to you, 
I gratefully acknowledge yonr kindness in associating me to 
the tribute paid to the memory of a (Viend, who, as you ob- 
serve, has been the early contidant and companion of ray de- 
votion to the American cause." 

The monument was inaugurated at noon of the suooeeding 
day, the 0th ol' March, 1825. The procession was headed by 
volunteer soldiery, tbilowed by the Kershaw Lodge of Free 
Masons of the town and vicinity. Then came the hearse 
with the ashes of Ka]b. Six revolutionary officers bore the 
pall ; a war horse was led after them. General Lafayette and 
suite, revolutionary soldiers, the civil authorities and some of 
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tbe leading oorporations of Camdeo, brought up the rear. At 
the graye the'reroaina of Kalb were inearthed with Afasonio 

ccreiiH>i)le>5, after which A. Blaudiug, Esq., the Superintendent 
of Pablio BiiUdinga^ addressed General La&jette in some 
Inief rtemarlo. 

** Yoar fellow-citizens," be says, ** who have contributed to 
the ereotioD of this monameot^ request that you will plaoe 
thla atone over the remains of Major geDeral Baron de Eüalb. 
To no liiind can this office be so pr opcM-ly assigned as to yours. 
You reached our shores together, brethren in arms and 
ineiidship^ actoated by the same honorable and disinterested 
motives, and, as fellow-soldiers, snpportinor in the field the 
cause oi freedom, when our country, struggling for independ- 
enoe, moat needed yonr aid. Yon, General, have 'annrived 
to witness the TesuH of these labors in the happiness and 
prosperity of a widely-extended repabliCy whose liberal 
inatitntions are supported by a people wise and virtuous 
enough for self-government, and who have thus oon6rmed 
the fond hopes of yourheai i^, that the bioud of the rebellion 
should not be shed in vain. The General whose remains lie 
before na, was deprived of this enviable lot. He viewed in 
prospect only, the consequences of the conflict in wiiich he 
ao generously engaged, and nobly fell oombating the op- 
pressors of our oonntry. His life waa the glorious sacrifice 
he offered to secure our republican insiitutions ; and this the 
manner in which we manifest our gratitude. May that union 
which has arisen out of the Revolution which you and he and 
your com|)anion8 in arms achieved, be perpetual as the gran« 
ite which here commemorates Iiis heroic virtues." 

To which the General replied : 

** The honor now bestowed upon me I receive with the 
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mingled emotions of patrlotunii, gratitude, aod friendship ^ 
and like other honorable duties whi<^ await me in the more 
northern part of the Union, I oonsider it as being conferred 
on the revolutionary army io the person of a surviving gen- 
eral officer. 

^ In thai anny, air, which offered a perfect aaaemblage of 
every dvil and military virtue, Major general Baron de Kalb 

has acted a conspicuous part. Ills able conduct, undaunted 
valor, and glorious fall in the first battle of Camden, form one 
of the remarl^able traits of our struggle fer independence and 
freodora. He was cordially devoted to our American cjiuse, 
and while his public and private qualities have endeared him 
to his contemporaries^ here I remain to pay to hia merits on 
this tomb, the tribute of an admiring witness, of an intimate 
companion, of a mourning friend." 

After this, Lafayette proceeded to lay the comeretone 
of the monument, which was not completed for some time 
afterward. The base is formed of twenty-six massive blocks 
of granite. Twenty-four of them bear, respectively, the 
names of the twenty-four States then composing the Union ; 
the twenty-fifth has the inscription, **JFhe^ e$to perpehh 
um /^^ and the twenty-sixth covers the ashes of the de- 
ceased. The nioniiiiK lit \Ue\( consists of au obelisk of 
white marble fifteen feet high. On the side which fironta 
south, on De Kalb street, are the words, *^Here test the 
remains of Baron de Kalb, a German by birth, a cosmo}K>]i. 
tan in his principles." On the north side, the inncription is : 
^ Li gratitude for his seal and services, the ciUsens of Cam- 
den have erected this monument*' Sast Hde: ^^His love 
of Liberty induced him to leave the Old World to aid the 
citiMUS of the New in their struggle for Independence. 
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His diitiDgiitthed talent and mmj virtnea weighed with 

Oongress to ap]>oint him Mojor-General in their rcvoliition- 
fiurj anuy.'' Weal side: *^He was second in oomnuuid in 
tike battle fought near Camden on tiie 16th of Angnst» 1780, 
l>etween the British and Americans, and there nobly fell, 
covered with wounds, while gallantly performing deeds of 
walor in nllying the friends and opposing the enemies of his 
adopted conntry.** "* 

Uow far the facts bear out the poetical license of this 
epitaph, the reader wilt haye decided for himself from the 
pemsal of the foregoing pages. The question presents itself, 
ho^vever, whether the motives of Kalb's action, as we under« 
stand them, impair his title to the gratitude of the Amer- 
ican people, and to an honored niche in the fane of bbtory ? 
The answer will best be made from another brief retrospect 
of his life, which, the more it is examined in the light of his 
time and of the ideas by which that time was guided, becomes 
more and more divested of its adventurous aspect, and stands 
disclosed as the product of morbid political conditions. 

Kalb was a native of a little €lerman territory of the 
fiflli niagiiitude. At the time of his birth the principality 
of Brandenburg-Bayreuth, oontaiiiiog about 1,456 square 
miles, and one hundred thousand inhabitants, did homage to 
the margrave George William.'" It yielded him a revenue 
of some two hundred thousand dollar», being about the 
annual income of a wealthy New York or London merchant 
The rights of his subjects consisted, substantially, in the 
gou«] pleasure of their lord and master, who, of course, 
looked to Versailles for his models, and revered the roa6s 
of the regency as his preceptors in the arts of living and of 
governmeut. If anything distinguished the German prince 
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from the Farisiaii noble, it was aa oocftrional freak of glut- 

tODy relieving the routine of super^refined luxuries. The 
species homo was never recognized as existing in any 
yariety lower than that of the noble. The last bat one of 
the margrayeB of Anepach-Bayreath amused his mistreea 
one day by shooting a chimney-sweep from his root. She 
had expressed a curioaity to see a man oome down head 
foremost. The widow of the mnrdered man appealed to hia 
charity, and, in a moment of patriarchal benevolence, he 
indemnified her with the gift of two dollars.'" When the 
native gentry wonld not anffice, French adventnrerB and 
vagabonds were imported to bring the splendor of the cM>nrt 
upoo an equality with those of oeighboruig potentates. 
George William's snccessor, the margrave Frederic (1735 to 
known as the husband of the great Frederic's sister, 
whose accession coincides with Kalb's departure from hia 
dominioQs, is a choice specimen of the race of petty mag- 
nates then maltreating the German people/** That the ex* 
penses of hia household exceeded those of his brother>in-1aw^ 
is of comparatively little moment, as the personal wants of 
the great king were never equal to the salary of the mar- 
grave's chief cook or principal dancer; bnt that the latter 
conld equal, if not excel, all the apes of the Sybaritism of 
Loub XV., is of no little consequence in view of the num- 
ber of hia coropetitore in Bavaria, the Pabitiuate, and Wnr* 
temberg, and of the narrow limits of hii domain. then, 
this contempt of all that was of native growth, and espe- 
cially of the native people, could thus display itself at a time 
when the victories of Frederic the Great had revived the 
self-respeet of Germ my, how degrading and demoraliring 
most have beeu the yoke oa the necks of eariier ^^cueiaiioasl 
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And wbftt more natural tiian that the classes designed bj 
Providenoe for senritode should take flight from the body 

of this political and moral death I 

That two hundred thousand dollars failed to defray the 
expensea incident to snch a system of govenimenty reqwres 
no demonstration. Extraordinary revenues had to be pro- 
Tided. A fiavorite resource of this description was the prac- 
tice of hiring out the soldiers of the State— of which, in 
1780, Bayreuth bad two regiments of infantry, a body of 
hussars, and a mounted body-guard — to the maritime pow- 
ers, Holland and England, upon a valuable consideration, 
which the phraseology of the times adorned with the title 
of a subsidy. The margraves of Bayreuth and Ansp.icli en- 
gaged extensively in this lucrative business, which yielded 
them enormous sums for the 8u]>port of their mistresses and 
daricers. Thus, during the American lievolution, England 
paid for the use of 1,644 men of Anspach and Bayreuth — 
including a young lieutenant named Gneisenau, afterward so 
fiamons as a Prussian field-marshal — the sum of X305,400, or 
about $1,627,000."' 

Had Kalb remained at home, his birth and lineage would 
have hopelessly excluded him from any < aroer of military 
ambition higher than that of a corporal in ose of the two 
regiments of his liege lord. Perhaps the latter would have 
sent him into foreii^n parts, like so many of his neighbors 
before and after him. Among the Anspach prisoners taken 
at Yorktown are two privates of the name of Ealb. Possi- 
bly they were nephews of the general I Or, more probably, 
our hero would have imitntcrl the forward boys of whom the 
chamberlain tells Lady Milford, in Schiller's *'Love and 
Intrigue," that they stepped forward and asked the colonel 
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what the prince asked for a yoke of men. " Bat," the nar- 
rator oontinaesi our most gracioiiii priooe oanaed all the 
regiments to be paraded, and tbe blusterers to be sbot We 

heard the crack of the rifles, and saw their brains spattering 
on the payement, and the whole army shoated, ' Hnrrah for 
America!'** There is no poetical license here. In these 
matters his most serene highness was not at all to be trifled 
with ; every soldier wlio showed the sUghte^t disposition to 
resist was handonffisd and shot down on the spot. At all 
events, EalVs sound sense and independent way of tbinhing 
would have kept him off the list of those well-affected 
soldiers of Bayreuth, who, after having mutinied on the 
march to America, and fired upon their officers, borst into 
tears at the sight of the potentate's angost person, and 
marched quietly away.*" 

A State in duodecimo, like the Bayreuth of that period, 
where the indiridnal has no attraction but that of brute force 
to fasten liiiu to the l)ody politic, where the inhabitants have 
not a single higher interest m common, and where the pay- 
ment of taxes and blind obedience are tbe sum of hmnati 
Ufo — a parish pound like this is not a country, and can nerer 
arouse the sentiment of patriotism or national honor. In 
such a spot, woe to the unfortunate who even dares to think! 
His convictions will either involve him in hopeless ooUinona 
with the existing powers, or banish him from the threshold 
of his youth, to find elsewhere a scope for his energit s. It 
is the same lore of action, so shamefully fettered at home, 
which to this day drives so many of tbe fiower of tbe Ger- 
man youth from the home of tlielr faihcis iidu foreign lands. 
The captivity of the Gorman mind in the manacles of these 
petty despots is best depicted in the sublimated schoolma*- 
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tm ind aiokly Iltaos of a ftUow-ooimtryiiuui of Ealb's — 
Jetn Full, ^ the Jeiemuh of his peoplo.** EalVs roptitra 

with Üü^itiUth, America has, at ail eveuU, no reahou to de- 
plore. 

The French ftbeolutisiii of the day was precisely identioal 
in sahstanoe with that of Oennany, its midonbted offspnng ; 
but its exterior was more ginod and imposing. Even at this 
time the same relation sabaists between Franoe and Gei^ 
many as has obtained for two hmidred years. The German 

of the present day enjoys a larger measure of personal and 
political liberty than the Frenchman under Louis Napoleou ; 
but while the national force of Germany is broken, and its 
firing energies frittered away in consequence of the diyirion 
into petty prmcipalities, the French subject takes comfort at 
(he thought that he is feared abroad, and that his oonntry is 
the political arbiter of Europe. A State of thirty-six mil- 
lions of inhabitants of a sinffle nationality finds work to do 
for every able man, be he of native or of foreigu birtli, be 
he trained in the arts of peaoe or in those of war. It rouses 
the ambition and energy of the individual, and provokes that 
keen encounter of the wits which precedes every great 
exploit and brilliant success. A pigmy kingdom, on the 
otiier hand, must not, for its own safety, suffer any greatneas 
to flourish ; it is itself a caricature, an o]>jeet of contempt 
and derision to all who are not themselves its victims. 

Ko sooner had Kalb made his way into the French ser* 
▼ice, than his chances of success and advancement were the 
same with those enjoyed by the natives of the countty. 
The Bourbons even favored the foreign regiments, which, as 
we have seen in the second chapter, they drew from every 
naUou, regarding them as affording, in case of need, a pro- 



Digilized by Google 



258 I.IF£ OV KALB« 

tootion against their own people — a forethought partly jottti- 
fied at the breaking ont of the French revolution, Tb» 

absolutism of the eighteenth centnxy made use of every 
iDstrumeut that came to its hand, never stopping to inquire 
into origin or oharaoter« Implicit obedience was the one 
tbmg needful ; by whom that obedienoe was rendered was 
of no sort of consequence. The despotism of that century 
was, in this respect, less prejudiced and more liberal thau 
most of the democratio repubfica of onr day, because it 
never considered any interests except its own ; while every 
citizen of a republic is prone to imagine that it is in part the 
. function of his Government to furnish him or his connections 
with office, and therefore to draw distinctiona calculated to 

reduce the iiumlier of competitors. 

The idea of nationality had scarcely been conceived at 
that time; the omnipotence of Qoveniment obliterated all 
varieties of language and extraction. The feudal traditions 
were melted in the whiter heat of centralized power. Hence 
arose the tendency of the foreign nobility to migrate to 
France, and the corresponding disposition of the French 
gentry to seek their fortones abroad. 

Kalb accordingly did no more than to conform to the 
prevailing practice in going where the regular migralory 
current of his countrymen led the way ; indeed, he had a 
stronger inducement than most of them, as his birth cut off 
all Lope of a successful career at home. To understand this 
state of things most thoroughly, the titled orders of the last 
century should be compared with the heavy speculators of 
the present The great merchant, alt^u, has no country. He 
is as ready to remove from Hamburg^ to San Francisco, or 
from New York to Shanghai and Calcutta, as a nobleman 
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of tliat period was to quit the Berrice of Franoe or Sweden 

for that of the emperor or the saltan. Honor and renown 
ajre the pursuit of the ooe f wealth and fortune, which confer 
power and inflnenoe, are the quest of the other. Titles and 
osKpital are at home wherever any conquest is to be made of 
lands or houors, money or power ^ they renounce their 
nationality without a pang» and sometimes even change thür 
religion for the sake of preferment. Who, for instance) 
could uaiue the country of the Koili:?ciiilds ? Tliey are 
entirely denatiooalized* Many of these titled and untitled 
Argonauts return from their expeditions» while others take 
root in the soil of their adoption, and still others flit for a 
time from port to port before reuciiiog their permanent des- 
tination. As OTery modem seaport has its pioneers of com* 
meroe, who &il in engrafting themselves on the stock of the 
mercantile hierarchy, and who " never make anvthing,** 
because lacking either in pliancy or discretion, but who, at 
the same time, are not to be extinguished by any amount 

of ill luck, :iLid as these crusaders of profit, who :uu only at 
ease in the fiercest struggles of the market, often accident- 
ally become the lights of a new phase of the history of 
trade, or, at least, thrust the age a step in advance of where 
they found it, so the last century had its military adven* 
tnrersy refugees to^y and prime-ministers to-morrow, who 
conquered a throne at the sword's point only to exchange it 
for a debtor's prison; modern knights-errant, who subju- 
gated whole kingdoms, and, though they perished miserably, 
yet lived to maugurate historical deTelopment& Chsraoters 
of this last description form the exception, not the rule ; but 
they spring from the ( ommon origin of old tradition and 
immemorial custom, and bear the most marked impress of 
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their time. These paladins of the sword are the last de 
■MdanU of the knighta-emnt and oondottieri of the 
Middle Ages. This la the spirit that drives them over dio 

world, uui, as modern enthusiasts are apt to imagine, on 
a philosophical search for the best of govemmeatSy or with 
the design to devote their svrords to the greatest good of 
the greatest number, but generally without any settled pur> 
pose, bent upon an active life aad the aoqaisition of fame 
and fortune. 

It is the oharaoteristio of great historical epochs, that no 

one can refuse to be concerned in them, that the individual is 
drawn, consciously or unconsciously, into the circle ot their in- 
fluence, and forced, often contrary to his character and dia- 
positioD, to wear their livery. Kalb was such an of&pring of 
his age, and his companion Lafayette was no less so. Tiie 
same ship^ named as if in corumeinoration of their common 
purpose, **la Victoiref** which brought them to the new 
world, brought the last of the condottieri, and the last of the 
kuighis-erraut ; and without them, be it well observed, the 
triumph of the new system would have been impossible^ 
Both mean to fight for the republic, and both, though actur 
ated by different motives, stake their lives on the issue. The 
younger voyager, the knight-errant, yearns for the fairest o.* 
the fair, the Dulcinea which the sentimentalists of Europe 
then sought in the backwoods of America« under the names 
of Kature, Liberty, and the Rights of Man. The elder Lik» 
more of reality in his projects, and is satisfied with the con- 
sciousness of action and enterprise, without much caring for 
its ultimate purpose. Neither of them attabed the goal of 
his desires. The one was I'urtuuate in gaining the friendship 
of the greatest and best of Americans, who, himself a model 
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of all Ih6 finest gnoes of the Teatonio oharaoter, oorreoted 
the yowag FVenohnum'e Tolatüe ambition, and enabled him to 

become *' the hero of two continents." The other fell nobly 
fighting on the field of the soldier'a honor, happy in the 
WModent which identified thb honor with the interests of 
freedom. The struggling colonies were always of secondary 
importauce to his aaibiiioo ; they furnished Kalb with the 
opportunity to display his devotion to the French king, from 
whom he expected more snhstantial reward and recognition 
of his efibrts iu their behall In his eyes they were but the 
steps of the ladder of £une and distinction on which he de- 
sired to monnt for the purpose of aohieviog m France stUI 

higher honors and benefit. 

Kalb was a soldier, and in every respect a man of honor 
in the military sense and spirit of his time. If his motives 
have been variously misconstrued and distorted, the fault lies 
not with him, but with the unsound idealism of his contem- 
porarieei He had no predilection for the service of the foreign 
flag ; bnt he performed bis wh4>le and fall duty as a man of 
honor and conscience. That the liope oi poctmiary gain did 
not draw him across the ocean, is but too evident» when it is 
borne m mind that at that time the United States were strag- 
gling to avuid exliiicüuii, lh:it the lialf of a geiierars pay was 
required to liquidate a barber's fee, while the price of a sad- 
die horse absorbed the emolnments of five or ten years. Add 
to this the almost intolerable privations, the absence of all 
opportunity for distinction, and the jealous if uot hostile de- 
portment of the native officers, and it must be conceded that 
a sitnation like this is to be endared only by men actoated by 
higher motives, whether of patriotism aud ambition, or of 
maaly pride and a sense of duty. 
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Kalb belongs to the Ust^amed elaas ; he was a nulitarj 
realist) aod, as snob, perfect His fkithfalness in the Service» 

and his anboundod devotion to the cauf^e, not only compares 
most favornbly with the energy of the native revolutionary 
generals, bat even exoels them in iron fortitude. The War 
of Independence produced many able and patriotic leaders, 
men whoso names will shine in imperishable glory to the end of 
all history ; bat among the officers of the highest grade two 
only sealed their oaths of fealty with their blood. These two 
generals were forcigner«. One of them, Richard Montgomery, 
the Irishman, stanched Iiis youthful heroism on the snow-clad 
heights of Qaebeo» while the other, a veteran of sixty yenra» 
John Kalbi the German, breathed his last ander the well-nigh 
tropical sun of Sonth Carolina. He died for the honor of the 
American aims, fanning with his latest breath the valor of 
his men. If he could not restore the day, he resoned the ^r 
fame of the repablioan troops, sbamefblly abandoned by the 

commanding general. 

At this proud moment we take leave of our hera In the 
national museum of France at Versailles his bust is preserved 
among those of the fllastnous men of the country. Yet his 
virtues were of the Tenlunic stamp; the unbending energy, 
the ^thfulness in the discharge of duty, and the daontleas 
coorage which are manifested in all the yimssitndes of his 
career, wei e not the fruits of his foreis^n travel, but the in- 
gredients of his Franconican mother's milk, Germany has 
never advanced her claims on his renown, yet he has honored 
her name under the most difficult circumstances. Soath Car- 
olina has raised a monument to perpetuate his memory, bat 
the great republic for whose independence he sacrificed his 
life^ has almost forgotten his name and serviceSi 
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It was therefore a welcome and eaored duty he owed to 
hie eonntrymen which Indaoed the aothor to repreeent Kelh 

in the light of his time, aud tu revivti liib mciuury in the 
heart of the preeeat generatioa» 
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1. Tbu Terefon of Ealb*A eztriotion \b so diametrietUj opposed to 
all the opinions bilborto received, that it will be necesssvy to state at 
large how the knowledge of the facts here stated was obtained. The 
H8& nooived from MUod la Obapelle inolnde two writings which 
meoUon Hnettscidorf as the birttiplaoe of General Kalb. One of them 
fa a certificate given the 22d of June, 1798, by the Prussian ambassador 
At Paris, M. Alphnnse de Sandos-RoUio, in which Elie Kalb, as a fK>n 
of Major-geoeral Kalb, who was born in Hnettendorf, in the margni- 
Tiate uf Bayreuth, is cluimed as a Prussian subject (Bayreutii hav- 
ing been incorporated with that monarchy in December, 1791). The 
other is a copy of the marriage certific;ite of April 10, 1764, setting 
JSoith that JeandeKalb^ eheoalier^ßU du feu Jea n Leonard, de KMf 
SDGXEDB D£ HuETTiNDOEF, et tie dame MargueriU Seita^ fU d Hnet- 
tendorf daiiA h margratiat de BayreutK^^'' is marrieJ to Anna £liza> 
both £milie van Robais at the Dotoh eniba<vsy in Paris. These docn< 
mente making it certain that Hnettendorf was the birthplnce of the 
general, it only remained to ascertain the year of his birtii, which 
was sometimes given as 1717« and a;:ain as 1732. I therefore oom- 
mnnicnted these facts t > a friciK] of mine then living at Erlangen, 
near Hoettendorf, Professor L. K. Aegidi, and requested him to have 
the date of Kalb's birth extracted from the obnrch register. Ifr. 
Ae^idi soon discovered thst Iluettendorf neither had, nor ever hod 
had, either a manor house or a church, and therefore referred to Pa*, 
tor Becknagcl, of Kirchen lurach, which inclndes Huettendorf in its 
parochial limits, and, without making any mention of the Christian 
names of the pari nts, simply requested a statement of the birthday 
of John de Kalb, born at Iluettendorf at some time between the 
yoirs 1717 and 1732. Mr. Recknagel ha«1 the goodness to stite, in 
answer to thi«? inquiry, that there never hud been a baronial family 
of de Kalb in Huettendorf, but that there is still a family of wealthy 
yeomeo there of the name of Kalb. At the time inquired of there 
had been a farmer, John Leonard Kalb, who^ with his wife Mai^garet 
12 
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Seiz, hftil begotten three sons, ooe of wbonu named John, was born 
Ihe 2dtb of June, 1721. The corre<tpondenoe of the given and snr« 
names, omitting only the "de" and tlie "seignear," is perfect. 
Through the kindness of Dr. George Kapp, Superior Consistoriai 
Councillor at Munich, I was stibsiequontly enabled to direct a more 
<1etai1e<1 inquiry to Mr. RecknfiLrel, which was answered to the eifert 
that the memory of the grand-uncle who had become famous in • 
America is still crreen in tlie family, and that a number of dtscend- 
uats of the general's brothers are std! living nenr Hnettendorf, suoh 
119 Conrad Kalb, fnrmer in iluettenddrf, John K:ilh, farmer in (iilii^eii- 
hiif ne'ir Nuremberg, John K;iU>, hmdlord and niaster b skor in Sta- 
deln near NuremV>er«r, and Elias Kulb, optician at Nurembcrir. This 
\v elcome and unexpected disclosure of course induced me to redouble 
my exertions in teneling out the origin of the general, wiiom too, 
had previously taken for a baron. My friend, Aegidi, helped me to 
still another correspondenc e, which ha<l been conducted by ihe izon- 
oral's widow and youngest sou with their (Jeru)an kindred betweea 
the years 1781 and 1803. Mr. Philip Feust, siudent of law at Erlan- 
gen, hfid the goodness to furnish me with an exact copy of Lheso 
twelve letters. The perusal of these {»npei must dissip.ite every re- 
maining doubt of K.'db's real extratnioru Tliat these letters are i^eii- 
uiue li beyond a doubt; because, in the first j)l;ice, ihe family at 
Iluettetwlorf had not the most remote interest iu forging t-uch a cor- 
respondence, nor even, in all probability, the skill to fabricate it; 
secondly, they are corroborated by the Rev. Mr. Recknogel'n official 
extracts from the parish records ; and, finally, all the names, datea, 
and peinons mentioned in the ktten tallj with the faote and individ- 
vtifl aet forth by the French uid Amerioan sonroes of information tt 
roj dispomL The oldest of these letters are given in the Appendix, 
sod speak for themselves. 

For the sake of oompleteness, it may be sdded that, sfter a lung 
Interroption, Kslb^s youngest son, Elie or Elijah, resumed the oorrs- 
spondence with John Ge*rge Kalh in Msroh, 1801, from Kippenberg, 
near Brog, on tlie Mor. He hod in the mean time sssnmed tiie nsme 
of Elias van Kell, and liad become an eubign in the Anstrian Infantry 
regiment of Connt Erbach, a circnmstsnce which is meotioned sev* 
ersl time« 1q m j French anthorlties. **Seien 3it tenUhert, mein UshtUr 
Etm yetUft^^ he nys, '^itoas iek wahm AnieU a« dem Ted Ihrer 
Fran SehUch nehme^ oder Sie miuemten mich Sehr mimkenneiit w&r Sie 
nieht die SehwHef mi%M» lie^ vattpn t Be assared, my dearest 
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eondo, that I ignnpAthize sincerely wit!) yon in the deatli of jour 
Minted wife^ or yon would greatly mi^adge me, was iihe not the lie* 
ter of mj dear father? 

On the 2d of June, 1802, Elie, now promoted to the rack of a 
lieatenant, informs his true friend and oousin " John Qeorge Kalb, 
of Stedling, that his patrimony had been rc>tored to him, and that he 
ftnipowd to return to France by way of Stadl ing. This ends the 
correspondence between the two. Ywmg Kalb retume to hia home, 
x\ i bont giving biniself any further trouble about his oousin, who had 
befriended him in time of need. Early in the year 1808, John 
Geor«jre Kalb inquired of Mr. Burkhardt, of B^le, a friend of the 
family, wlmt had become of his cousin. Barkhnrdt replies on the 24th 
of Fehru iry. 1808, that Elie de Kalb iiad rcc<.'ntly married, and was 
iTTlng qnictlv at Milon la Chapelle near Chevreii.«e, a?;fatement which 
agrees preci-ely witli the pedifiree, on the fnitl) of which the American 
Government paid Klie de Kalh'a claims to his daaijhter. Mr. Burk- 
hardt concludes hiri letter to John Geoige Kalb by saying, ''In my 
opinion the 5?ilence of M. de Kalb tuwa'*<l those wlio so kindly 
took him by the hand in the year of the emigration, is not to be 
excu'^jd/' 

Thus far the correspondence, which to me appears to place the 
ide tity of General Jeau Baron de Kalb with the pensant boy John 
Kall», heyond all manner of doubt. The bnroniji] family of the de 
Kalbs of Rhcioheira had heroine extinct in the middle of the sixteenth 
century. Of the Harons Kalb of Kalbsrieth, but a ^in^lu branch 
survived at tlie time of the birth of oor hero. That ho was not of 
their kith i> manifest from the answer eriven by IK-nry de Kalb, after- 
ward the husband of Schiller's friend, ('harlotte de Kalb rüs 
Oslheimb, then a c.«ptairj in the French rcf^'irm-nt Den?:p<>nts, to 
General WasLingtun. This M. do Kalb, with his regiment, took j-art 
In the French expedition to America, and distinguished hitn«elf at the 
iiege of Yorktown. When presented to Washington, the first question 
of the letter was, whether he was connected with General de Kalb, 
who bad recently ISimen et Cainden? Henry de Ealb answered that 
be did not know him, bed oever seen him, and never beard of bün* 
(I have this fhotfrom an oral commontcatlon by Miss Edda de Kalb, 
of Berlin, the daughter of Heory and Obarlotte.) That the general 
never rsoeiTed a French patent of nobility, is proved by the droom- 
alanoe that be Agares in tbe army lists as Jean de Kalb from the 
moment of his lint appearance as a young Hentenant in 1748^ 
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2. This statement is mmle by Kalb himself in a memorial handed 
to the Marquis (le Mont^ynard the 19th of September, 1773, and to 
the Prince de Monlbarey, the ÜIäL of August, 1779. I find it, like all 
the subsequent datu relative to his proiuutiun in the uruiy, anquali- 
fiedlj oontirmed by Kalb's £tat de service in the French ministry of 
war, the papers of which were examined for me through the kind 
interrendon of If. Louis Tribert. 

8. G«wbidite dor KevolilUonszett» by Heniy toq Sybel, yoL L, 
p. 48« 

4k See Appendix H, where the reeder mny advenoe hie ekody of 
the BUtnnenandiiioralBof tlie lest oentary, by perusing some exiiteti 
firom letten of Kalbte eoUeagoee end oomradee on the snbjeot die» 
cttflsedio the text. 

6. Ealb^s MB. papers (Naehtroann), from which the narratlTe at 
the oloae of tlie chapter ia extiaeted. 

6. F. W. Bartkold^a ''Die geeohiohtllchen PersoNilfehkettui in 
Jakob OaaanoTa'sMemoireo,*^ Berlin, 1846, IL, 180, 181. Sohlo»er*a 
**G«8ohiehte des 18 Jahrhonderta,** IT., 866. How mnoh even the 
mo^t highly-educated German priores, who fought on the aide of 
their country, were imbued with French tliooghte and feelinga, 
appears from a remark made by the Duke Ferdinand of Bmnawick, 
rocorded in Boiigelin^s maoascript notes of hia ottnTcrsations with 
Ferdinand, and qnoted in both of the worka aboTe cited. 

— Jfeii^ JfbnriMff, ms iitaU U prin^e^ ü n*ff a pat d'offleiir 
general en Aüemagne^ guslqve grand migneur qtCil soU^ qui m «a 
Ttgarddt eomme trit-heuretm dä pautoir passer au service de Ihmes, 
Quel honheur de faire la gwrre avee det Franfoie et de i^hre eeec eux 
d J*aru pendant lapaig/ 0$ n^est pat pour voue faireun eempU^ 
mentf ce n^eetpekU parce que eoue eUe FranpaU, que je voue eonjure, 
guHl n'^y a pas im parmi nousy qui fut enehante d^ wreiir en France.^* 

7. Bieteire des Troupes Hranghes au nertice de Franae^ par Eugene 
Fieffk, eommis principal mir nrehvciee du minisUre de la guerre^ 2 vol, 
Paris, 1854, I., pp. 268-271. The passage translated in the text U 
foand in volauie I., p;>. 283-285. Also Schloezer's Corre:*pondence 
XIV., 103-107. The work first cited is particularly rich in materiala 
on this topic, nnd h nn nnintcntion il but scathing denunciation of 
the petty sovereignty and seedy n'«bility of Genuaiiy durini: tho 
seventeenth and eighteenth ccniurics. No German not euiiirly 
callous to the honor of his country can read Jfiefi6'8 book without 
burning shaine and indignation. 
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8. KalVt Ma papers (Kaobtmaim). 

9. AreheDlioIx*! History of tbs Seroi Tsan* War, I., 

10. Ealb*s 118. papers (Naohtmann). 

11. IbidenoL 
18. IbideiiL 
18. lUdetn. 

14. **Oh0i§tulimdaeiM Zeit, 9tm EMrdvonSdMomtirJ* Berlin, 1667, 
p. 188w 

16. Benjamin IVanklin's Wttrks, by Jared Sparks, VIL,86T, wbera 
be writes from Loadon, Aagost 88, 1787, to bis son Williatn : 

De Gnerobj, tbe French ambessador, is gone bome, and Mr. 
Dorsad is left Minister Plenip(»tentiarj. He is extremely onrioos to 
inform bimself in tbe aflbirs of Amerioa, pretends to bave a great es- 
toem for me on aceonnt of tbe abilities shown in my examination, has 
desired to bare ai! my political writiogSi invited me to dine with bim, 
was Tery inqnMtive, treated me with great clTliities, makes me 
Tlrila, 

**I fiuiey tbat intrigning nation wonld like very well to meddle 
on occasion and blow up tbe coals between Britain and the colonies, 
bnt I bope we sbail give them no opportonity«** 

16. George Bancroft's Histoiy of tbe United States, VI., 88, and 
Inrtber on, at page 67. 

17. IVencb archives (ministry of foreign afibirs). From thisdocn- 
ment on to the EaIVs Boston letter of May 2, 1768, in tbe next chapter, 
copies Id the possession of Mr. Bancroft, for the loan of which I am 
Indebted to bim. 

18. New York Gaxette and Weekly Mercnry, Febmary 8, 1768, 
from which Joomal the account of tlie accident is taken. 

18. French archives (ministry of war), procured through tbe kind 
assbtanoe of Mr. John Bigelow, plto 26. 

86. Tkama»j€fmtn^ par Cmi€lUdeWi^ 
1861, pp. 427, 446, and Mr. Bancroft's copies fW»m the archives of tbe 
ministry of foreign affairs. 

81. French aroldves (ministry of war), pi^ 66. 

88. Friedrich von Raumer, ^ Beitnuff« 9ur Jftiurm GetehiekU^ 
(1768-1788), Leipde, 1880, II., 168. 

88. KafVs MS. papers (Ifacbtmann). 

84. Bioffr^pJUe Ukhm/XU, article "^BroglU,^ Tbe letter itself 
is appended. 

86. Bancroft's Hbt^*ry of tbe United States, vol YHI., ppw 828* 
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844, wbere is to be found the first clear antl authflntic expofdtion of 
the matter treated in the text. It is the more important to keep 
these points in view, as the plain facts have been much distorted bj 
tlie con trutlic Lory exaggerations of Deane, Beaumarchais, Lee, and 
dii Condray, eiicli of vvhoin was anxious to appropriato Liio ineriL of 
having sent the munitions of w ar. 

26. Diplomatic (Correspondence of Uie K^volutiou, bj J&red Sparks, 
▼ol. I., pp. 71, y5, 97, 98. 

27. English archives, S. P. 0. France, vol. 497. I am indebted 
* for this letter to the kindness of Mr. Geo. BanorofL Storroond, it is 

tme, spells Kalb*8 name in the text ''Colbö bot the identitj of 
Kalb with Oolb6 is eetaUiihed, apart from ail other ooosideratioiii^ 
bj the liMst that the latter is oaUed a son-in-law of the well-lLnown 
Tan Robaia, and that Holtcendorf is named as his companion. 

98. Interesting partioolars relative to the failure of this expedition 
are fbnnd in S&emmarehaiiB tttnon tmp$y^^ par de Lomdnie, voL III.« 
pp. 100-100, whieb, bj-the-bje, b cited in the text in the English 
tranaktion bj Henry 8. Edwards, London, 1806. 

89* IMpIomatic Oorrespondenoe, vol. I., p. 101. 

80. Papers in relation to the case of Silas Deane, Philadelphia, 
1855. 

81, 89. Kalb*s MS. papers (Naohtmann). 

88. MS. memorial cf Dnboia Martin, in the Maryland Historical 
Society in Baltimore, Portfolio No. 9. The statements of tlib in- 
teresting doonroent are to be received with great caution, not only 
becatise they were made for the purpose of attracting the attention 
of Lafayette, at the time of his visit to this conntry in 1894, to the 
grandVoqnent author^ who was then living at Baltimore in stniitened 
ciroumstances, but also because Dubois speaks of many things aa an 
eye-witness, which be could only have learned from hearsay. 

84. This and the following sketch are ba>*ed upon the letters of 
Kalb to his wife, which I have found in Kalirü MS. papers (Milon la 
Chapelle), and which are the more reliable as they narrate the little 
incidents of almost every day, without any thought of publication. 

85. T afnyette to Mra. Geymueller. See Appendix YllL 

86. 37. Raumer. vM Tir., 231, 232, and 242. 

88. Washington's Writings, by Jnred Sparks, V., 449. 

89. Kalb'a MS. papers (Milon la OhapeUe), letter of June 90, 
1777. 

40. Washington State Department Papers, Yolome No. 164, 
p. 306. 
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41. life of Stouben, hj Friedrieb Kapp, New York, 1856» p. 627. 

42. Jonmals of C >ngre8a panlap's Edition), HI., 276. 

43. Ibid., III., 279. 

44. Ibid., IIL, 823. 

45. Ibid., III-, 894. 

46. Diplomatio CorrespoodeDee of the ReTolotion, 295. See 
Appendix IX. 

47. Memoirs of &4gor, vol. I. 

48. Department of State Papers, Wushingtoo, vol. " de Kalb.'* 

49. Jonrnals of Ooügreas, III. The resolotion ia printed in the 

Appendix X. 

■oQ. KaIVs MS. papers (Kilon la Cbapelle). 

Öl. Journals of Coogreaa, III., Seaaion of October 4tb. See Ap« 

pendix X. 

r>2. Kalb to his wife, Kalb's MS. papers (Miion la Obapelle). 
53. Washington's Writings, V., p. 204. 
54 Ibid., pp. 1Ö7 and 167. 

b-'. 1 Iiis and the following letter from Knlb to BrogUe, of the 
year 1777, are found in tbe Freooh tnini.«try of foreign affairs, wliero 
they were oopied by Mr. George Bancroft. Mr. Bigelow afterward 
bad the same letters oopied for me in tbe ministry of war. Broglie 
acted evidently as a go-between with Yergennes, St. Gerniain, and 
Ealb, or bis letters wduUl hardly have got into the arohives of the 
ministries of war and of foreign affairs. 

6ß. Communicated to me by the kindness of Mr. George H. Moore, 
from the Lanreos Manuscript papers in the poaaession of Mr. £Tertt 
Puyokinck. 

57. Lafayette's letter of acceptance to Oongrefts, dated January 
81, 1778; found in the Washington State Department Mannsoript 
Papers, vol. 166, pp. 7, eto. 

58. Gates' instructionB are foond at the aame place, toL 156, 

pp. .55 ft neq. 

6P K ill/B MS. p^peis (Milon la Chapelle). 

60. Washington Irring's Life of Washington, III., 862. 

61. Gates' MS. papers, in tbe posaeasion of the New York Hla- 
ti>rical Society, vol. 12. 

62. Ibid., vol. 13. 

63. Revolntionarj Oorreapondenoe, by Jared Sparka, toL II., 

pp. 98, 94. 

M. Life of Stenben, by Friedrich Kopp^ p. 139. 
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65. Wasl)in;^toii"» Writings, V., 3ßO. 

66. The oath is foond in the Army Returns, No. 37, Oaths of 
Allegiance, Q. 17, vol. T., No. 10, in the Wasliinpton StAte Depart- 
ment, and Revolutionary Ordtira of General ^^'aahington, bj Henrj 
"Whiting, New York, 1844, p. 80. 

07. Letter from Kalb to Colonel Pettit, Assistant Quart«rma»t«r- 
gcneral, dated Septotnl>or iIJ. 1778, kindly coaimuuioated to me in 
MS. by Dr. Sprague, of Alluin} . 

68, G9. Kulb*:j MS. papers (Milon la Cbapelle); Liie letter* 
are addrc9se<] to his wife. 

70. Washington's Writings, VI., p. 126. 

71. Kalb's MS. papers (Milon la Chapelle). 

72. Washington's Writings, VI., 268. 

78, 74, and 76. Kilb'a HS. papers (Milon U Chapelle). 

76. Lilbof Stenbeii, by FrledrMAKapp, New York, 1869, pp. 228- 
S81. 

77. Kalb here quutee Virgil withoai hftving the book at hand, and 
natnrallj oommits a few dips of memory. If the reader deeirea fully 
to appreciate the beantj of thh meet poetloal eompaiiion, and tta 
telling application to the poeition in whioh Kalb then foond himaeU; 
let him twn toVii^il^biSneld, HI., 254, 257, and VII., 110-116and 
134-134^ which contain the prophedea of Oelaeno, end their fdlfil* 
ment. ^ 

78. Life of IVederiek William von Stenbeo, hj FHedrieh Kappv 
New York, 1862, p. 706. 

79. Leasing** Pictorial Field-Book of theBevolotion, I., B17. 

80. Kalb^a MS. papers (MOon la Chapelle), letters dated Deeem* 
ber 7, 1779, Jannarj 1, 80, and 26, and Febroary 18, 1780. 

81. Life of Stenben, by Friedrieh Kapp, p. 989. 
88. Waabiogton'a Writings^ by Sparka, VI^ 418. 
88. Ibid., p. 487. 

84. Ibid., p. 416. 

85. Bee RcTolntionary Correspondence, IL, 404^ 416* 
86L Ibid., n., p. 480. 

87. Washington's Writings, VI., 494. 

88. Revolutionary Correspondence, 11., 460. 

89. Washington's Writings, VII., 7. 

90. Ibid., p. 15. 

91. Ibid., p. 10. 

92. A Narrative of the Campaign of 1780, by Colonel O. H. Wil 
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liam?, Adjntfint-Generjil. This jonrnev of one of the ablest ofBcora 
of the Revolution is printed an appendix to Johnston's Sketche«» of 
the Life and Correspondence of Nathnnael Greene, Charleston, 1822, 
vol. IV., pp. 485-507, and in the valueless little biop"apliy of General 
Gre€Mie, by W. G. Siinms, New York, 1850, pp. 859-383. It is one of 
the most important documents in the history of the southern cam- 
paifrn of General Kaih, whose adjutant "WiUiams then was. Both 
before and after this period Colonel Williams served as inspector ; ho 
stood high in Kalh's confidence and esteem. I shall have frequent 
occasion to cite him hereafter, and in so doinj?, shall refer to the pag- 
ing in Simmä' book, that being the more familiar and accessible of 
the two. 

93. Revolutionary Correspondence, TL, 448. 

94. Inary of Christopher Marshall in Philadelphia (MS.), com- 
municated by "William L)uane, Esq., of that city. 

95. Gates' MS. papers, vol. XVIL The letter here quoted also 
furnishes the data of Kalb's jonrnev from Philadelphia to Petersburg. 

96. Pevolutionury Correspon<li*nce, IL, 371. 

97. 98. KalVsMS. papers (Milon la Chapelle). 
99, 100. Williams' Narrative, pp. 300, 3G1. 

101. Washington I rving's Life of Washington, 8vo edition, I V., 75. 

102, 1U3. Gates' .MS. papers, vc»l. IT. 

104. The recital from (iates' arrival in camp to the close of the 
chapter is literally extracted fr<»m Williams' Narrative. 

105. Ibid., and (n neral Order- from July 26, 1780, to Augnst 15, 
1780. MS. in jiossession of tht Historical Society of Maryland in 
Baltimore, to which I am j.articularly indebted for preciision in dates. 

106. Gate-,' MS. papers, vol. XVIL 

107. Williams, vhi $vp, 2. General Gist's Order Book Hn pos- 
session of the Historical Society of Maryland in Baltimore, where 
I examiried it), and Henry Lee's Memoirs of the War in the Southern 
Department, Washington, 1827, p. 85. 

108. Williams, vhi sup, 

109. Stedman's American War (8vo edition), II., 2'2r)-228. 

110. History «)f ^he Campaign of 1780 and 1781 in the Southern 
Provinces of North America, by Lieul. -colonel Tarleton, London, 
1787, p. 99. 

111. Williams, vhi sup.y and Smith's Memoir of Baron de Kalb^ 
p. 17. 

112. Thatcher's Mihtary Juurnal, p. 206. 

12* 
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118. Correspondence of Charles, Fink Marquis Cornwallis, by 
Oharles Ross, in 8 vols., London, John Moiraj, 185d, L, pp. 55, 56, * 
wmpiktum which, so far m Amerioaa $Sain are ooooerned, is 6X- 
ttemely sup?rfioi«l and wcNrihless. 

114. Stedman, vbi tup^ p. 280, 281. 

115. Williams, uhitup. 

116. The accoant of the battle is founded mainlj on the report 
of Williams, an ejre-wifneHH, whose testimooj, however, ie ooafirmed 

by all the autl.onties on botli sides. 

117. Williams, Thatcher, and Garden relate the death of Kalb in 
the same terms ; it would seem, indeed, as if the latter two writere 
had copied from tiie former, who was an eye-witneaa» 

118. Correspondence of Cornwallis, I., p. 56, 

110. Wheeler'-* History of North Carolina, IL, 154. Ilutnphrey 
Honter's account, there followed, is adopted by roe in m f;ir only aa 
he ppoaks as an eye-wituess. What ho gives from hears.-iy bear? in- 
ternal marks of imprubabilitjr, and b at variance with the statenieuta 
of better observers. 

120. Maryland Journal, 1700, and J. Spear Smith's Memoir, al- 
ready citetl, p. 2G. 

121. Revolutionary Correspondence. III., 76; Gates^ MS. papers 
and Washington's Writings VIT., 239, 285. 

122. Kesolutious auU Acts of Congress, VL, 214 (Dunlap's Edi- 
tion). 

123. Colonel Nicliolns Rogers, of B.-iltiinore, to Genend Henry 
liee. See Appendix X \ , whore the letter is printed in extcmto. 

124. I am indobted lor tho first pedigree of the descendants of 
Kalb to J. Caroll Brent, Esq. of Washington, for many years the so- 
licitor of the family before Congress. The data there given are con- 
firmed by an essay written by the son of Elie de Kalb in 1829, and 
found in the papers of MUon la Chapelle. The latest additiooa were 
furnished by Mr. J, Keohtmaim, the establiibed friend of the family. 
See Appendix, where the seminary of the parents, brothers, and sis* 
ters of Ealb, ftiraisbed by (lie Rot, M. Recknagel, is also given. 

125. Statement by Elie de Kalb in bis oontemporary letter to hie 
kineman in FraneonU (witb whiob I have been fiiTored by Philip 
Fenst, Esq., student of law), borne oat by the family papers at Mllon 
la Ohapelle. 

128. I am indebted for the particulars of this grant of lands to 
the kindneas of Alfred Scbueclüng, Esq., of Washington, who at* 
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tempted, shortly before the year 1850, to recover the \md for the 
family, which wouid have been an easy matter at that time, bat 
which was frustrated by the iieirs of ixalb themselves. 

127. The viiriuus committee reports on this matter were kindly 
presented to me by J. Caroll Brent, Esq. They are Kc|iorL >.'o. 184, 
81st Congress, first session, House of Kt presentatives, March 28, 1850, 
and Report Xo. 19:', .53 J Congress, tii bt session, House of Represent :!- 
t : ^ es, Feijrumjr (j, 1654. f rum ihem I have takeu the mutemeut^i ui' 
tlie text. 

128. Congrossional Globe, Vol. XXX., 33d Guugresa, second »66- 
aion, pp. 68, 250, 320. 357. 

129. WashiugLuii's Wriling», XII., p. 200. 

180. An accurate description of ail Lhe solemnities ob.servcd oa 
this occa:^ion, and the tcxL of the si)ecehes made by those wlio par- 
ticipated, is found in the Voi^'o of Masonry, ancl Tidings from the 
Craft," Vol. L, number 23, Louisville, Kentucky, December 15, 1859, 
to which Masonic periodical these facts were communicated by brotlier 
J. B. Kershaw, of Camden. I am under obligations to Dr. R. Bar- 
thelmes, of Brooklyn, who is collecting information relative to the 
German Freemasons in America, preparatory to the publication of a 
work on the subject, for the loan of this interesting number of that 
journal. 

131. B. J. Lossinß^s Pictorial Field- Book of the Bevt»lution, II., 
468, where, also, a picture of the m^moment is ^veu. 

182. StaÜstics of the Prinoipality of Bayreuth, by 6. W. A. Flk* 
enacher, Munich, 1811, p. 93 and 6. 

188. Oral and perfectly reliable eommanioalion by an old Inhabi- 
taot of the oasUe of Bruckberg, made to the author in Sept., 1848. 

184^ Jdba Gottlob von Meyern, in hia ^^IfaekiMtMwnäsr politic 
§6km und aih^namitchsn Verj\miiiig Jm PuanUnihum Bayreuth^ und 
d$t fn dim$m Jühfhmidm^ufikn^imi^n Mairlcgrafm Brantidaihwrg^ 
Bayreuth, Gotha, 1780,^* pp. 20-26, thus deacribes tbia margrave and 
tbe doinga of hia ooort: ''Hia naturally reatleaa dlspoaition had not 
been properly controlled in early life; tibe eonaeqaenoe of wliiob waa 
that be abandoned himself too much to his &vorite8 and minis^tera, to 
firiTolons amusements and eipenalve luxuries. His prime minister 
and apeoial finTorite, £11 rod, bad the address to prevent his lord from 
being approached by anything capable of prodnoing an unpleasant 
impression or causing uneasineas. He managed to provide the means 
of meeting the moat urgent wants, and to allenoe the remonatranoes 
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of the administrAtive and finsnoial boards agniost the ooQstant in« 
crease the {»ublic <loht. He was the son of a coart chaplain of 
Bayreuth, and artfully raised liim^^lf irom the position of governor 
Ol Lhö ]>iig€s lu ihm of prime minisLer and count of the empire. The 
court dignitari^ consisted of a cluef marshal, a court riiurs}i;Ll, a mas- 
ter of ceremonies, various gentlemen of the chamber ami the court, 
French and German oooka, gentlemen of the bed-chamber, waiting- 
jneii, servants, footmen, and runnera. Of German and foreign game- 
keepers, whippera-in and huntsmen, and the accompanying dogs and 
horses, there was more than aband^Doe. A troop of the first Italian 
male and female singers, ooder the direetion of emhient German per- 
Ibrmers, disoonrsed the most ezqoidte yoeal and insftromental modo» 
and gare evidence oi the oaltivatcd taste uf the margraTO and his 
consort In addition to this an academy of mnsic waa established 
for the benefit of the amatema of the coart and the capitid. The 
fVench theatre wis stoched with the best French aotreasea» and with 
dancers of aU the natiose of Eoropci which, aa well as the JEVeooh 
Cook.«, were paid like ministera of state, and rapidly accnmolated 
enongh to purohaae annuities and landed estales in France. £v«d 
the celebrated Pari»lan tragedian Lekain and the comedian Fr6viUe 
were called to Bayreuth, and muiüfloenUy rewarded for their per- 
formances. The operatic and theatrical performances nnd the acade- 
my of roosic were open to ererj one free of charge. Tlie margraTe 
wanted othera to share in all his pleaaorea. The enjoyment of hie 
aervants and snbjeeta was his own. For the purpose of extending 
the same advantages to the lower portion of bis dominions, he fre- 
qnently removed his coart to £rlangen/' 

The annual expenses for ornamental arohitectnre were 90,000 
florins. The money was disbursed by French and Italian arohiteotai 
It was this department in which French noblemen such as Mirabean, 
Adh^roar, Montperny, Ch&teler, and other» made their livelihood and 
fortunes. ^^Tlie extent of tliese operations, the aoadttny^ and the 
funds expended on the education of intelligent young men, were the 
menns of training skilled artists and mechanics, who, afier the death 
of the iiifti <rr:ive. were ernploye'l in the arrhitectnral department at 
Berlin mid Potsdam. Even a <?^?!<f«^y.sg, Mis'' Heinlin, born and in- 
structed iit Bayreuth, was the admiration of nil the coiinoisseura of 
London and Paris lor years after the death of the margrave." 

135. Parlianu'ntary Register, VJI., n4; transnctions of Febroaiy 
1, 1777 i and bchloezer's StaaUanteigery'" vol. VL 
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Th» öhmetor of lady Mttford, fht idrtiioiit wanton,** In 
fiabfller'a *'Iot« and Intrigae," woold Beam to ba a portrait of Lady 
CraTen^ who waa tba laat mUtrass of Obadea Aleiandar, tha laafe 
naigrave of Anabaoh-Bayrenth, and who paraoadad him to cada hb 
principality to tha Pmaiiaa orowa. Tba aeoond aoana of the third 
act of that plaj in highly colored ; hot that it b not nntraa to tba life 
appeaia from tha aaocaading notap 

187« In 1777 the Hauiborg Oorravpoodenti'* than the leading 
political Jonrnal of Gertnany, pablishad latteia from two oorreepood* 
enti^ which I can the leos refrain from raprodnoing here, aathey dia> 
piny most manifeetly the enthoaiaain and devotion with which Ealb*a 
oonntrymen followed the flag of tlieir margrave to America. 

^' On tba 9th of tbia month,'' t^ays a correspondent writing from 
Koremberg, March 18, 1777, *^ certain German troops on their way to 
England broke ont into a rebellion, which might have had eerioni 
coneeqiieoces» if the eovereign had not, in his own jierson, re* 
paired to tha ahipa that same aveoing, and rebtored order b^ tlse iu- 
finance of iiia aqgust preaaoce. Naverthelefia snma violence had 
already bean committed, one roan having been hilled and five wonnd* 
ad, while thirty others had seised the opportunity of making their 
eaoapa. The accompanying oommissariea had been compelled to fly 
for their Itvea to a neighboring city.*' 

*^ On the 9th inatant,*' saya another correspondent of tha same paper, 
writing from the lower Elba nnder date of April 8, 1777, the An- 
spach troops marched to the river^s bank at Och«enfart, and were 
shipped. The narrow apace iu the vessels induced Colonel dTyb, 
who commanded the brigade, to lay by a little on the lOtb, in order 
to make the soldiers a little more comfortable. He gave orders to 
cook the rations, and to be in readinesa for marching. Bat as the 
boatmen had no orders to pMcare more bottoms, there waa not time 
to radreai this grievance, or prepare comfortable qnartera for tha sol* 
diers. They resigned themselves to their flite, however, and were 
only anxionssoon to reach Woerzbnrg. Idleness led them ro drink, and 
then some of the grenadiers of the Bayreuth regiment Yoitli began 
to mnrmor. They were Joined by a number from the n^giment Eyb, 
nntO at length all united In protesting that they had Bwom to ^erve 
on land but not by water. A number now began to qnit the ships 
and their flsg», called to their comrades to follow them, and marched 
oif into the mountains, avoiding Ochsenfurt The officers in vain en- 
deavored to bring tliem to order ; some of the ringleadera bad already 
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pAiified the vineyards. The riflemen posted there now fired, Hnd sliot 
a number of the deserters, an(T Eckert's grenadier company of the 
regiment Ejb set itself in motion* and undertook to recall tiie mu- 
tineers by friendly expostulations. At this nioiiienfc, however, the 
disturbance becnjne gonernl, and Captain d'Eckert of the grenadiers, 
and Liontenftnt«; de Sohoenfeldt, d'Adelsheim, and Kuhlau, who were 
joined by Lienfcnant von Reitzenstein as a volunteer, were or-lered 
to quell the riot, when they cau^'^d d'Eckcrt's |:renadier c jmpany 
t<> march against the regiment Voitli, and to prepare t*> li>:id. Thi^ 
brought the brawler«? to their senses, and thov reentered their rank"*, 
whereupon the grenadiers uncocked their pieces and returned. There 
being some ditTifMiUy as to which company should first march on 
board, it was renulved to mfirch back on shore from Uch&enfurt to 
Uffenheim. The grenndier^ oi ihe regiment Eyb, however, assured 
the brigadier that he would have no ditliculty in reshipping them ; 
they were prepared to show themselves ready to execute the ordej*« 
of their prince on all occasions. This was done; Serenissimus ar- 
rived at four o'clock next morning, and at his appearance the dutiful 
toldiers shed t4art of joy^ and quietly resumed their moreA.*' 



The portrait of Kalb girwi in tbo frontispieoe was engmved from 
a photograph taken bjr order of Mr. J. Naobtmano, and kindly pre- 
sented to the aathttr, from an oil painting belonging to the generaVa 
grand-danghter, the Yicomtesae d'Alzae. It repreaenta oar hero in 
the coetnme of the day, and was token immediately before his de- 
parture for America. A portrait in oil, owned by the ICaryland His< 
torioal Society at Baltimore, corresponds with tiiis engraving in tiie 
smallest particulars, and appears to have been copied from the same 
family picture, to which is also to bo referred the copy to be foand 
in Independence Hall at Philadelphia. 

The laosimile under the picture is taken from his letter written at 
Petersbnig^ May 20, 1780, which is given at large in the text, and 
w:is also presented to the author by Mr. J. Naohtnuum. It la ooa of 
the latest writinga foaod among his papers. 
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I. 

UXTEBS FROM THE WIFE AND CHILDREN OF GENERAL 
KALB TO THEIR GERMAN KINSMEN. 

1. MADAMK DB KALB A. MR. OEOKGS DE KAI Ii Ä STADIJNG. 

I'Aius, k 20 Janvier, IT81. 

MoN Tbks Cheb Fr^re : Je suis on ne pent pns 6tre plus teoslblft 
ä \a lettre tendre et consolante que voos in*avez fuit rhonnenr de 
m*dcrire, L«-8 sentimens que vous m'^y marquez nie p^n^trent du 
sincere regret de me voir si el«iign^'C d'tnie famille qui ourait fait ma 
pins gratide oon-^olatinn et qni. en me rajipellant lemeilleur dea maria, 
aarait mel6 sea larmes a celles que je repand'*! ct ne resserni de repan- 
dre tons lea jonrs de ma vir». Mais me TDyurit privee de cette satis- 
faction je cherclierai nruQ dedoiniiiairer on in^pirant a inp< cnfaiis 
les scntimentg dout j'ai et^ penefr^^e |>our la fnrailte do mon maii. 
Qnand \h ?eront eii n»?e ct qti'il« ponrmnt faire le voya^ro snns nuire 
ä lour education ♦•t n leur avain i tu, jo les enverrai vous rendre 
leurs devoirs et vouü jji ier de It-s pi tsonter an re^te de la famille . . 
J'ai joint h la lettre de mon tils un model de procura- 
tion qui m'e^^t tres essentie] d'avoir pour Parrancemont do mcs af- 
faires. J'atlribiie, mon tics cht-r frcre, voire sil*M:ro a cot ogard sur 
cc qui je ne vous avais pas ob'-orv 6 que cetle [)ro< uranon u« \ous i n- 
gage a rion ] arceqno, snivant la routume tie Paris, les parens qui 
donnent lours nvis pour la nomination d'uti tuteur on d'un 8ubrogu6 

tuteiir, no '■ont pas parants de sa gesiion Je d^^irerui? que 

vos atlaire« puissent vou» permettio de venir ici. Dans cecas la pro- 
Citation (levien lrait inutile, vouh vonioz I s c!io>t;3 par vous-ineme, 
ct jo vous prieruis, d'ncceptor nn logement cliez moi, c t de disposer de 
tont comme si vous etiez duns voire mnison. 11 ne sorait et question 
que pour Inrsqne de tronver qnelqu^un qui püt expliquer eii allemand 
ce que voos n^eutendez pas, ce qui jo orois ne aerait paadifficOe. Na 
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doatez paa, Je voot prie, d« U tatlAetion qae j^anndde Tout voir ae- 
cept«r ma propoaitSoii, e( de tous prwmif de Tive toIx lee lentimeDta 
difltiogate aveo leeqo^ J'el llioiineiir d'etre votre tree bomble ei 
oMifcante Mnraote et aoenr. 

TAVBOBAm urn Kau. 

S. UtfAS KALB TO MB. OBBBnCABM, HÜGBÜXB* AT THE SEW OATB AV 

HUBBIBBBftt 

Mt Very Deab Cousin: I wouM be very unfeeling ii' I did not 
take all sorts of tronble to show you my gratitude, tin fort nnately» 
the Gerinao language is not familiar enough to me, in writing, for 
mo to make aae of it. But the great kiudnesä with which you have 
requested roe to write to you in Germany, and the fatherly afifectioo 
which yoQ have hitherto shown me, has given me a heart to try it. 
The certifieate yoo procored for me has been sent at once to Parin ; 
bat I do not yet know what «ff«ot it haa had. A a regards the ainuunt 
which yon had the goodness to dtaburse for me, mj brother-in-lnw 
will send it to you by the same merchant who handed yon my first 
letter. 

Pardon my bad writing, my dearest ooosin ; bnt It is not to be 
pardoned, that one who is of German blood, and who has lived a 
long time in Germany, slioold not write better. I apeak it as well 
as the Frencli, bnt writing I Imve not nacd. I cann««t sniBciently 
express to yoo my gratitude and friendship, with whioh I have the 
honor to be, my dearest oonstn, yonr roost obedient servant^ friend, 
and ooosin. Sujah Kale. 

T'or the better uiulerst.'UKlin^^ of this letter, it rshould be remarked 
that Elic de Kalb, tiie ^^'neral's youngo^t tion, \va< at that timo 
abroad as a penniless n I'u^ee, the estates of the tauiily havinsr been 
confiscated by the Convention. He (units the "<^f in lii>o\vn narno 
as well 08 in that, of his rola;ive. Tlie rertiticate to u liich be aUiuleti 
in nn attes'atiuu of the autlnaities at Ka\ reiith, thai Ciineral John 
Kalb was born at IIueUeii«lorf, and tlieref- re the siiliject of u Gtr- 
roan state, and t!iat consequently his S'Mis, the oMest of whom expired 
on the guillotine in October, 1793, cuuid not be regarded as Freooh- 

* The Gemaa word Ffmgner " a Francouisn prorincisllim, mesB' 
iog a green-grocer, or a trader vrho deals in floar, pets, beans, end audi 
attides* 
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Tnen. This document, suhseqnently endor-od ])j the Frassiiin Am- 
basüatlor at Paris, is also referred to more tUao onoe in the French 
soureea of information. 

It. SKUAS XA£B TO ML tISBS!nCAK88, HÜ0K8TSB AT VOBKMBBBO* 

Kt Dbasvit OomiH : I have received your aflSMtionate letter 
of the 12(h of thia month, and am reallj ywj seneible of the friend« 
•hip and interest yon take in nij painfn! and unfortunate lot. The 
certiBcatea I ha?e received and forwarded to PariSi bnt bare not anj 
answer. This sQenoe on the part of my agent ia not at all snrprlsing, 
hecaQM all the letters sent out of France are opened, and if the 
slightest snspidon were entertained that lie was writing to a refugee, 
It woald cost him his head* To be sure I ought not to be considered 
a refhgee, nor am I such, bnt in such a country and at such a time, 
when there is no order, no law, and no religion, innocence will 
always Im in the wrong, until the Highest shall prononuoe the righta 
that belong to us in this world, or until He shall put an end to war 
and revolution. To all appearances we shall soon have peace. . . . 
I have found tme kindred and friends, who had never known me, nnd 
who yet have shown roe so much friendship. But be assured, also, 
that I aball never forget it, and that I am impatiently waiting for 
tba time when I shiiU be able to show yon my gratitude in a better 
way. 

I wish I could send yon the amount disbursed for me ; but st this 
moment it ia impoasible, because I have not had any thing sent to roe 
from home for a long time. • • Pardon me my bad pronunciation 
and writing. Honor roe ftarthermore with your kind remembrance, 
and believe me that I ftally appreoiate it. My deareat cousin and 
IH«nd, Tour most sincere^ most obedient fHend and servant, 

EixTAH Kalb. 

LUKK aSYMUKLLKB (XHE QENFHAL's SON-IN-LAW) TO JOUN QBOBQK 

KALB. 

Biliar Kbruary 20, 1795. 

Ht Most Wortht avd Dbak Oovsnr : It wa^i not without the 
greatest sensibility that we received the monrnful newg of the de- 
ce a ae of our dear and worthy cousin at Hnettendorf. My brother-in- 
]*w, my wife and myaei^ assure you for ever of our friendship, and beg 
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yoa, my dear coumn, to kiew your beloved wife and cliildren lieartily. 
My brotlier-in-law is much surprised to find that you have not 
received one of the last three letters he wrote you. You cannot 
conceive how mucli pua it gives my brother- io -law that you j^liould 
have had the thought that he has forgotten you. He b far from 
having any such thoughts, and our dear cousin is certainly convinced 
of it. He will never forget the frieud«hip yoa have extended to him, 
fttid stUI extend to him. Should he ever'recoTer his propertjr, it will 
he hie first care to repay you, my dear tHend, the money so kindly 
dishnrsed for him, with all possible gratimde. If y wife and I also 
deeply feel what yon have done fbr him, and beg for the oonünnanoe 
of yonr tenderness. We esteem ourselves fortunate in having auch a 
kinsman ; it will lie a real pleasure to hear often from yon and your 
beloved ftmily. . . Hy most worthy oonsin, 

Your most obedient and most devoted cousin and tHend, 

Gjmnixixn. 

BLUAK XAIS TO lOBir QIOBOX XAE9, STADUHO, IVXAB KülOlIBXao. 

Basle, iieptfntbcr 20, ^797. 

My DEARF.aT CouBf!^ : "With tenrful eyes T take the pen to intorm 
you of my hard, end fate. But you are probably filroaf!v aware, that 
another new empollune has taken place at Paris, and the main pnr- 
po8.' is not to n'tnru anything to any one whose name is on the list 
of refnpce», whether it came there rightfully or wrongfully. I liave 
had tljfe honor of wrifincr to yon ofton, and have received no more 
answers. My deare^^ ( ousi;:, wlio always wrote me «nrh affectionate 
letters of consolation, can he abandon me entirely, and no longer 
consider me his faithful friend and cousin? Oh no! the thonght 
would be too dr-'adful. Honor me with a Bpeedy reply, and bo 
assured ot lay iViend-^hip and cousinly atlection, with which I shall 
remain through lite, Vour must devoted cousin and friend, 

EujAu Kalb. 

0. LUXE GSTMUXLLKB TO JOHN OSOSQB SJJA 

pAsa, JVMf,11Sl 
IfosT HoHOSBD Ooimnr : Ton are acquainted with the unfortanato 
plight of yonr cousin Elijah, which is really deplorable, so long as hla 
case cannot be passed upon. To hsTO his matters arranfEcd he most 
have a Toucher to prove that his foiber was ft citiasn In Hnottendod( 
11* 
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Coanty Bayreuth, and wns regarded aa a citizen to the day of his 
death, as well as his children, that he waa born there, the date of hia 
birth, and the name and baptismal names of his parents ; this moat 
not be omitted by any means. This certificate of citisenthip moat 
also be anthentloated by the minister at the Franconiaa ooart Yoa 
SM, mj dear oooain, how mnoh we need yonr aasiatanoe. 

7. ELUka KALB TO JOBM aJU>BGS ¥AT.B, STADLOfO* 

Blm, Aprtl 18» tm. 

Ijkajilst Cotsin; You cannot imagine how dreadful it is for us 
to receive no ujiswers from yon to several letters. Tlio writings 
which have cost you so ranch troulde and expense*, are at Paris, 
tinder seal, as y«m know. Baron Hardenberg, the Prussian ambas- 
Bador here, is willing to help me if I can hhow liim in black and 
white that my sainted father was a Prussian, and to prcjve this he 
demands a certificate of haptiBin from the place where my fatlier 
was born. Should it take more than a forlnighl to send me the 
certitic:;te ot baptism, please have the goodness to give me the name 
of the village where he was born, but send the certific.ite on as soon 
as pofsible, and be so kind as to let me know what my siinte<l grand- 
father wa^, and where be lived. We recommend ourselves to the 
friendship of you and yours, and willi much love to all our relations, 
etc., etc. 

IL 

1. ICAIOB WÜB1I8BB (SMIlCBXT AU40B) TO XALB. 

TOTTL, JMn 8, 1751. 

Je puis vons repondre avec snrete que lo regiment a tonjonrs eu 
coutume de faire pusstr par le-* vcrtje'? h'>^ lilies dc manvaise vie ct 
auires qui etaient dans le ca'' de le mCri or. Le regiment no c' est 
jamai:^ oppose de prendre les verges, qnaud il est arriv6 de faire 
passer une til'.e par tnute la parade d'uiie <:ariji*5*»n. Lea caporaux et 
lea grenadiers sont seals dispenses de ceite besogne. 

9. MAJOB tm BZDTtB TO KAXB* 

GoLMAS, U 8 Juin, 1751. 

Le regiment ne paBae jamais ancane fille par le^ verges. 81 le caa 
a*aii prftiantey notre pr6v6t lea fait prom6ner 4 la parade pendant niia 
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heare, ou bii n il les fait niv ttre sur im cboval de bois, el si le Cldt ^ 
plus grave, il les fait fouetler par la mala <iu boarrdatu 

8. MAJOB LB8UX TO iL^LB. 

KAVSRVtt% Ii 13 Jmkh 

Quaod DOOS troQvone d«B fiUea üans loa eaamei» le regiment lec 
&it passer par lea vergea. ICak dans anoaa MB leB gr6iuidieiB no 
pMMnt peraomie per les verges. 

4. BABOV Dl T0L2 TO KALB» 

Cambuay, it 12 Juiri, 1751. 

" Pour rC'poiidre, Monsieur^ ä etile qiic vous m'avez fait l'Lonneur 
de inV'criro le 5 do ce mois, l'usuf^e est clans uotre regiment, de fair© 
pass<T les putains seulv-ment dans les cas ci-enonoe-*. Si des fille« 
Pont prises tlau^ Ks cliarnbrees des soldnt*? dn corps ou par des pa- 
troullier <)ue le Ci>r[)S aurail fait expr^s p<»ur eela, lü lU-^änient lunrnit 
seiil le detaclienieut pour pjis>er ('e> lilies par Ics verges. Mais si 
elles sotit prij; H par d«.'8 detaclienients ord'umes j)ar TEtat Tiiftj(tr de 
la place ou par des soldnts de garde ailieurr. que dans des cbambr^e!» 
des e>old;its, qnoique le detacbeinent ue soit (jue d'uu eorps, les dit<.'^ 
fiUes doiveiit etrts pasisees par les troupes qui eoin; ostut la garde, 
exceptt? la cavalerie et les grenadiers qui se reiircut quatre pas en 
arriere des rani'S et no prennent pas de«» verge*. Les fille« prises 
dans les cbauibreei» de tel cor[»s que ce soit, c'est d ce corps ^ lonrnir 
eeul le d^tacheraent ponr les fdiietter et les autres ne doiveut pa^ s'ea 
möler. Si elles sont pri-es daiis los cbambröes des gr^nailiers c'e^fc 
aux grenadiers teuls a les foueiier. N'etant [las d'usage qu'ils louet- 
tent les filUs prises dans los cbambrees des fusiliers, les fusiliers ne 
doivont 1)08 fctre les correcteurs des leurs; si le cas arrivait, cumme 
11 pourrait se trouver de lamauvaise volonte dans les grenadiers, cela 
in^rite d'etre execute aveo bien d'atteiition poiir no pa^ tomber 
dans le cas oü roMiasanoe des gr^oadier« occasionnerait peot-ßtre 
qnelque eooBeU de goerre oomme oela est arriv^ a Nancy il y a 2 oa 
8 ans dont il y a en trols gr^oadiers de pendus poor pareil cas, 

Ain^i done tontf s fi-les prises partout ailleoni que dans des eham- 
brßes des Soldat 9 par des patronilles on pardesd^taohemeotsordoinite 
par r^tat m^jor, dotvent dtre fonett^ par les troopea de la garoisoii 
qui eomposent la garde, ezoepti oomme je Tai dit, la oavaletie et loa 
grinadiers^ 
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8i o*«it QM pairoiitile qne qnelqü^un oorpe fkit, solt pour ▼eUler 
sn deborv qiM 1m Midata oe t'6out«nt pas an deli des fimites on pour 
Mtm h dituüoo, li ocs ditM pacroail)69 nVnt pas an wdn par 
da P^tat m^or d^arr^r Itn flUea» oa sera i oarpa aeul, dont la 
p«tn>allla aera, i pmiir ka dites filles aveo lea aoldat% quMla lea ident 
tronr^ca 7 ayant apparanea sana cat ordre par 6crit qae la dite pa< 
trooilla eat pour la diseipliiie da laor corpa. 

81 da oea fillea eont priaea dana des chambrte de la eayaleria o'eai 
k la oamlerie 4 lea punir 00 i r^tat^mi^or d'ordoimer lenr ohAtimeiift 
aana qne rinfanterie de la gamTaon doive en anoone ikgon 6tra rinatrn* 
ment de tear oorreotion. 

Voili oe qui ae pratique dana mon regiment et s^Lon mon ayis^ 
•*e«t doot on ne doit paa a*6oart«r, etc, ete. 



ni. 

GSNXBAL OLKBKK TO WILUAM COCKT UPPX. 

Pass, A* lllk ^ Fkbrmwf, tm. 

Sir: I h'>pe that your Highness found your affairs at home aiid 
Tour Watercastie * going on to your mind. I have been here for these 
three njonths, antl I intend to return soon to London. The opposition 
is Dot Considerable. Though there ^vas a great division upon the 
general warrants it proceeded from way of thinking more thrm per- 
sonality, which does them honor. Lord Melbnnie was married two 
weeks ago to Lady Sophia Oarteret, daughter of Lord Oarteret, whom 
70a knew in the Dettingen campaign as Secreturj of State. 

Mr. de Kalb will deliror thia letter to yoor Highnew. lie fa a 
German and a Protestant He served the last war as deputy qnar- 
lermaater nnd^r Marshal Broglie, who bai oonildence in him and 
eateetni* hiia very much as a good officer; but he has it not in bia 
power at present to serve him as he deseryes. He aiipeara to roe to 
be a sensible military man. Honey ta not bis object, and he baa for* 
tone soffident to live at hia eane. His ambition is to be made a gen- 
eral officer in Portoga), and Marshal Broglie by that means may have 
It in hb power to get him the aame rank in France in another war. 

I find here that Count d'Oyeras had made propttaals to Olosen, 

•Co«mt Wflliam was then eracUng the fortress of Wilbehnitsin hi the 
lake asDsd the •'Siciahader Xeer.** 
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who did not accept of them and who died a little afterward. I hare 
received here great civilities both from Marshal Hroglie and the 
Court, and should be glad to have it in iny power to show my aeon* 
bility to their kiiidnt^ and good opinions of me. Munsieur de Kalb 
having no boainess nt present thinks it no tronble at any rate of going 
toOermaoy and paying his respects to your Highness \ be can ioform 
yoa of many things as to the French part in the German war. I hope 
to ha?e the pleasare of seeing you myself this year in Gemuuiy. I 
li«T6a great desire to i>av my respeotato yon in your own domin- 
ions. I am with the greatest respect your HigbneBS*s most obedient 
servant. 

B. OuBU. 

IV. 

1. pBiois Dis oBjns ni la oommsion' ni m. ds xaia. nxvoTi 

1 M. LX DUO DX OBOISBOL LB 6 AOtT, 1708. 

M. le Due de Clioiseul m'ayant charg6 de savoir les di>pobiliona 
des habitans des coh)iiios de l Am^rique septentrionale t\ regard de 
Objet de m» graudc Brut^igne et dans le cas <]tie les Provinces en 
GonnlMira. vinssent A nne rupture on vert© avec leur m^tr<»yit»le 
quels seruient leura inoyens de iaire la guerre ou <ie deieudre leur 
liberty. 

Voici dune iin aljrege de mes ub^ervutions Fans entrer ici d ios 
toutes eellus que j'ai faites sur le payudans un plus grand detail et qui 
ne sont pas relatives aux objets de ma commission. 

Uacte du papier timbr6 qn^on a voolo introduire dans ces colo- 
nies en 1765 a rev<dt6 tfus les csprits etcaos6 des erneutes qui n^ont 
8iO«t d« mteon' qu'aveo la r6%'ocation de Tacte et le renvoy de 
«•atiiMiii 4«s ces pn piers que le Parlament y avait fait parser. La 
I'regato qoi en 4t&it oharg^ en a d^barqu^ partio an 
fort de la Nonvelle York comme la chose n'a pu 6tre secrete. Le 
peuple de la vUle s^est assembU tnmiiltuensetnent, a bri 6 les coro- 
nets et tont oe qni s*est troQv6 liors de T^nceinte du fort ajH 
partenant an Lieatenant Goovemeor qui fut oblig6 de renToyer i 
herd da yaisaeau tons les dits pupiers [ onr rötsblir la oommuoioa- 
tlon du fort on 0 se tronrait renferm^ aveo la ville. La ft^gatt» a 
6t6 observe et comme bloqn^e jonr et nnit par le peuple pendent 
ptosienra mois ponr se rvndre certain qn*oo ne remettrait plus de ces 
papiers i terre jnsqn'4 oe qoe Psote ait M r^yoqo^ et la fMgate 
rapell^ avec tonte sa charge. 
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T^^aote de 1765 enjoignalt ä toutes les ProTincee de fournir anx 
troupes BritanniqiiM le logement, le chanflage, le sei, la boisson etc. 
oocassionna encore nn xn^ouDtoDtement g^n^nl, oependaot lea Colo- 
nies Tont aooord6 i quelques ezceptioiw et changemeots pr^s. 

Enfin titi ooiiTel iinp6t en 1767 sot le papier, lee glaces et toutea 
•ortes de verres a acbev^ d'indisposer cee penples centre le Parlement 
et le Mioistdre lear a fmt ouTrir les yeux war lenv situation et ear la 
poaaibilitö de se passer detontee les mai'chandiües d'£aropeen euoon* 
rageant les talcns et leurs propres manufactures. 

Les marc] lands de Boston animus d*un ei^prit pntriotique poor le 
bien do publio et aox d^pens de lenr propre int^r^t ee sontengsgte 
Ama^ment* dcnt a DO plus rien tirer d'Angleterre qne oe 

d**conomie pri» demter acte ne soifc r6voqu4. Et snr leurs lettres 
circiilairos aux negociants de tontes les vilies commer- 
^antes des antres Colonies, la m^me resolution a 6t6 prise dans toot 
le continent unammeinent, resolation qoi tend n6ceflsairement an 
detriment da commerce et des manufactares d'Angleterre et ^exciter 
d«s troubles parmi les oavrlei s <le8 trois rojanmis. 

H n'j a pas de doute que le pays ne se rende indi pendant par la 
anite lorsqne le nombre de see babitans exc^dera celoi de U grande 
Djmiten queco J marche 4 grands pas par la population 

divioDdm prodigieui.e jointe aux noaveaaz Oolunsqai ne disc*>n- 
Ddep«nd.mt tjnuent d'j arriver de tons les pnys de PEurope. Get 
£v6n6incnt peut n'^tre pas 61oign6. Le gouvemement mCme le 
pr6dpit6ra sMl oontione par dee actes de rigaenr, et les taxes ill6gales 
A gtner le ooinmerce vt les manufscturcs des culouies (que mal a 
propos ou la es a laissi 6tablir, mais qiiMl n*est plus temps d'arröter 
sans exciter des murmures) surtout si ces proc6d^s les forcent nne 
fois pour toutes 4 sWrnnchir de I'acte de nsTigation (qniestle seul 
acte d'autoriti^ que la m^tropole puisse exeroer sur les Coloniesi 
anqokl seul elles aicnt const nti et que les cbartres pour leur eta- 
bllssement exigent d^elles) et de la defense qui subsiste de se con- 
certer entre elies d'une province 4 Tantre ct toutes ensemble sur 
leurs intSrSts cotnmuns et quVlIes s'avisent de prendre onvertcraent 
lo parti d'nue confederation g^uerale centre les mesures ii^ustes da 
miniature. 

Oe pays s^affhincbtra non seulement de tonte dependence de la 
courronne d'Angleterre aveo le teinp% mais il eovahira encore tontes 
l«f poMSSslons que les pui«6aiicefl Europ6ennes out en Am^rique tant 
Isles qne terre ferme. 
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II V a tont lien do croire que ia conformity des lois, d'usage, d© 
langjige et de religi on cnipr'chera cos colonies (du moins dans le rao- 
Ce« colonics UJ6n» {»rust-nt malgre leurs sujt'ts de |)lainte.s; d'agir 
ou^uTi^'awour* contre leur niutrupolo autrement que par la privation 
6tr«Direr. ,^(.3 ynarchamlises anglai'^c«, par I'encoiiragemeDt de 

leurs projires TiianufacUirej^ ct rbtüblissemeiit de nouvelles 4 moio« 
qu'oii ne les force A se dciLinire : Et dana ee cas lu raeuie ©lies n'ac- 
teptcraicnt aucun secours etranger qui ne ponrrait que leur paruitre 
suspect i t idaniicr leur liberto «urtout de la part de la France elles se 
Ml nit'ttraiorit pliit«''t an parlement d'Angleterre pour un tern])s. 
l>'aliieiirs ces proviiiocs ^tant d'accord entre-ellcs leurs pro[jres furceij 
eutlltaient a lour dofense mutnelle uiit ai:iicc iUi^hiise t^lle ft>rte 
qu'elle piii~se i-tre ne pourruit que ravager ou piller quelques villes 
ranriiiiui's ou tout au plus (juelques provinces, mais jamais les soiimot- 
trc t't k's cuntenir. LY'teudue seule sans etibrt des habitans pour s'y 
opposer est ua obstacle invincible a un pareil desseiu. £t si uoe 
independance complete est la tin dos troubles pr6^ntes entre deux 
parties de la nation Britannique, le ininist^re de la ro6tropole ne 
pAut rattribuer qa^tklea injustices reit^r^ea, et la nation enti^re sensible 
enfln aax outrages faitee A desfrdmet desoonoitojeDsetde ee qn^elle 
anndt k craindre pour son propre oompte ne pourrait s^en prendre qii*ji 
■es repi eseutants en parlement qui oot basaemeot venda i la cour la 
liberty et le droit da peuple. 

Je ne sonrais done me persuader que le QonverBement anglais en- 
tende assez pcu l«a v^ritablea iatMts poor en venir jamais ä dee ex*> 
tr^mit^ aveo oes enlonles, je croia au eootraire qoe toates les diaooe- 
flions 86 termineront k rentiere satisfaotioQ de oes derni^res. 

Mes raisons aont que la plna saine partie de la nattt>n Aoglaiae et 
le roi m6me doivent a^oppoaer anz entreprisee dea mioietres et aus 
ui&ores poorsaivies Jttsqn^ici centre les ooloDies, 

La nation le doit. 

1* paroeqne les imp6t3 mis sar lea Amörioains sont injostes et ty* 
nmniqoes et qoMls sont absorb^a par le grand nombre d*employ^ 
pour la peroeption qat sunt autatit de penslonnaires do miDi^ti&n> et 
qtt*il n^eu r&nlte ancan bien pour les truisRuyaumes soit ponr le paio- 
ment ties dettes nutionales, soit ponrle Fontagement des si^ets^ 

2* paroeqne le B^n^fice que l^administraüon reoerait jasqn'loi des 
prodaotions de TAm^rique et de oe qu'on leur donnMt en ^change en 
a^en tenant aox termes de Taete de nayigation est plus avantageuz i 
la m^tropole que tons les imp6ts qn^on pourraient j snbetituer^ 
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8* paroeqoe U perte deviendroit immense, pour 1m n^goeiimts, let 
mamiftotareB et pour tonte 1« Grande Bretagne en g^o^ral, si les oolo- 
iii«B 6taient forete i 8*afiranchir de I'obligation da dlt aete de navi- 
Sation i porter par cons6qaent leurs productions auz Strangers direote- 
ment et Ä ouvrir lears ports 4 tontes les nations, 

4* paroeqne si les colonies snooombaient sons les foroee qne les 
troia Rnyanmes prfiteraient an ministdre^les Anglais n*aaraiettedIspRS 
4 eraindre d'etre snljngn6s A lenr tour pr«r les forces Am^rioaiiies on 
mtee par des forces absolument ^trangdres A lenr eonstitation. 

I« Roi de son o6t6 devrait s^opposer am mesnres de ses ministres. 

1* qne sooffirant qne le parlement tsxe lee Aro^ricains arbltraire- 
nent loi öte la pins lielle prerogative de sa conrronne en demandant 
A chacnne de oes colonies des dons gratuits dans les terns diiBciles on 
atiivant ses beeoins, en observant avec elles les formes nsit6es an par- 
lement p<»nr les snbside% Jamais les Am6rio«ins ne s^^tsient refiis^ i 
008 demandes sons les rögnes prMdents tant qn^on les a laiesi les mal- 
ires de la r^partitiun ; aller au contraire, est 6tablir le ponvoir arbi* 
traire et abolir la constitution Britanniqne. 

Ellea &*ont point de marine r^l£e maia dies ont en pendont la 
guerre demiire un grand nonibre d^armatenrs» La fadllit^ de oon- 
Mtio9, Armto, stmire et d*eqniper dee yaisseaoz lea mettrait bieiit6t en 
etat d*avoir des flottes, lenrs nombrenx bAtiments mar* 
ohands y ponvant fonmir les matelota nicesssirea. Ellea n*0Rt point 
d*arsenanz ni de munitions en msgasins publics^ mais il se trouve dans 
le pays une grande quantity de canons de tons calibres propre & servir, 
sppartenant anz particniiers on anz provinces^ sans compter le {srand 
Doinbre qu*U y en a dans lee forts de l*iat6rienr dn paya et le long de la 
m» en batterie snr les porta, rividres et ansae et que lee tronpes do Roi 
DO sanraientempdcher d*etrepris par les habitans an premier signal de 
r^volte. 11 y a anssi beancimp de pondre ohea les commerqans par* 
ceqn^il s^en fait nn gros traflc avec les sanvages. Lea babitans sont 
abondammentponrvnsd^armesw L*on n> msnqne d'aillenrs ni de mines 
de tontes aortes de mfitanz ni d'onvriers ezcellents poar lea mettre en 
CBUvre ainsi qne pour faire dn salpetre de trds bonne quellte et tontes 

^. Bortes d*arines offensives et defensives. Le nombre des 

rivitees navigables i nne grande distance de lenrs em- 
boochnres et Tabondance de provision de tontes e^eces donnerait do 
la fbdllie d*en assembler en pen de temps «t dans tontes lea partiee 
OÜ le besoin Tezigerait pour faire subsister dea troupes en corpa 
d^armee. 

18 
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Daofl toutes les proyinoes (oelle de PeiMylvanie seole exc«pt^e et 
iini oependaat feratt je crois comine les aatros si lenrs liberies 6taient en 
Trn ip dn danger) les hommes depuis I'&ge de seiM jusqu'i cin- 
]r.iy4 on miii.x'«. quant© jinSjinuri^s ou non, sunt obl'p'- *le servir puiir 
la delVnse dü lour colonie. lis mnt enrepimcnt6s par cumtcs. precinct 
ou Election aver, lours ofticiers dont ]ji plnpirt out st^rvU et ees regi- 
ments sent plus ou moitis forts; cV'tait d^usiitution de tniit temps 
parcequ'il et;iit iiecessaire tJaus l etabli-äsement qu© les homines marina 
:iltl;i>-^( lit a (Icteiidre k-urs lojers. Mais aujourdMiui on coinpte quo 
(l;iu> K provirii-es dopuis la nouvelle Ecosce jn^qucs ct cc»mpris la 
("arDliiie nieridion ilo seulenient, il y pins de dt-ux <'ent millo jeune3 
geii^ en H X <le porter les artues, saos priver les terres des culctva- 
leurs n6ceS'aires. 

Los fort-* ou places de guerre dans Tint^rieur du \r\y^ ou limit ro- 
phes nux sauvjiges no in^*riteiit gndre le norad© tbrtifiratii>n>:, si Ton eii 
li^vtMlMtUmt. cs<^öp^ petit nornhro ciitre le Cana la et 1 1 Xouvello 
France d'uno [ art cit Us ancioime- ixts essions anglaiseji 
de Tau'rc, encore soul wiles oa mauvais 6tat el lrc> m il unues; cellej* 
de long de la nicr comme Halifax, Boston, New Y«Mk e c. Mtuöes snr 
la Mior m^me ou dans des ilcs el bayos soni de peu do consequence et 
inai entretenues. Les batteries con!<truite8 et fortifi6es ci-<levant aux 
erabouchares des rivi^re^ et an^s ne valent pas la peine d'en parier 
dans r4ta* oh elles sent actuelleroent. La rai^n de oette n^ioioe eit 
que les peoples n'ont gakn plot A redoater letincarsionedessaovftgw 
qaid6p6riflteiit «I dimianent ft A*aXL Von eroit k d^penw de 
rentretient dea forts iotArieurslDatile, d*aiitaut plus quelsa frooti&res 
6tant recn14e8 de temps en tPinps il ikndrAit souvent en «aostniire de 
noavesnx et T AngWterre cempte plus snr ms forces Dsvales et tar lee 
colonies mftroe^ que sor tes placet de gaerra poar empfioher les pnls- 
sanoes d^Enrope de faire «les desoentes sor les o^tes. II est mtaie plus 
qoe probable que si la eonr voiilait faire oonstrnire on röparer des * 
places de gnerre le people dee colonies s'y oppoe.*rait dans lea eircon- 
atsnces pr^Motsa. Le gonvemement loin d*7 angmenter ke places a 
mtene fidt rayer les outrages de LonSsbtmrg; Celles du Oanada, lea 
meilleQiee da nord de TAmörique^ soot aasoi mal entretennes ainsi que 
lefort Pitt sor le hsat Ohio cincievant appeU le f«»rt Doqnesne. 

Le OoQYemf'ment de paja est analoatoe k ce*iit d*Angleterre ; fl eat 
compost dans chaqoe province d'oa Goaremenr, d'nn conseO dn Rot 
Forme de (foa- ct d^npc a fl s o Bibl^ OH ohambre basae ce qoi repr<sente le 
▼ememeat |{^|^ ^ cliambrc dcs psirset Celle des Gommaoeadnmoins 
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1mm fonctions se rapportent k celles de M trait branohes de IcgidiF* 
tore. Le Gonveniear ett loyel» de pmpri6t6oaeleotifioir«itle8pro» 
▼ineae. Oeux de Peoiykaaieeide Maryland aoot guoverneors de pro 
priM, oenz de Oonneetioot et de Rhode^Ldand eoot gpoverneara 
eleeUfr ei eenz de toatea lea aotrea proyinoee tont royanz; plmieora 
dependent de l'aateinb14e poor lear traitoment (la ooor a eilg^ tiuiis 
iimtilemeot de la proriooe de Maaaaoboaetta-Baj qa*eUe fixe an tieii des 
•I'lHiinteiiienCa et o'est en partie cause dea troublea pr^oU; Mr. 
Francia Bernard, OooTeroeor aotoel, ayant eonttamroent pr^veoo 
r<feprit dee tninwtree oootre «a province anial fioira^t-il sorement per 
^tre r6voqQ^). Lee eonaetla tiennent lenra oommlaeiona dn bon plidair 
da Boi, et lee membrea de Taaeemblie aont äoe per lea villee^ oomtte 
et oorporationfli poor nn, troiii| einq on aeptana aolvantlea usages par* 
ticnliert dea provinoesi 0*est cette aaaenibl^ qui a aenle le droit de 
iazer le penple, lever dea impfte, acoorder dee graoea peonniairea et ke 
aobeideai Li« loia ae propoaent anaai par oetce aasemblte senle, mala 
ellee oot beaoin de Tapprobation dn oon^eil et de Tattaohe dn guo- 
Temenr ; le intaie oonoonrs est ntoaialre poor en abroger d'anoienneoi 
ebaqne provinoe a droit d^en lUre ponrvn qn*eltea ne aoient paa oon* 
traire« anx lois foudamentales de la Grande Bretagne. Lea provinces 
avnt iuddpendantes les ones dea aotre«. 

Le g^nöral oummandant en obef des tronpea do continent adroit 
de oonvoqoer en qnetqne province et lien qn*il Ini plaiae lea ^tata 
g^o^anx do paya on dipot^a de tonrea lee colonies et de prteider anx 
d61iberationa a'il vent a*y trunver. Les goovememeota ontvonln Ini 
diapoter la prfa^ance obaoon dana son propre gonvernement; mala le 
Boi a diSsidö In cbo»e contre enx. 

Tonte« lea coloniee sont endettte par lea efl^orta qn^ellea ont fait 
pendant la demidre goerre, d*a8aiater en tronpe^s Taiaaeanx, Tivrea et 
y^^^^^^ aigent lenr m6tropo1e^ et ponr avoir trop d6pens6 ea 
embellisssment de lenra Tülea en ediflcea pnbliqnea de 
toatea eap^oea dtabliaaefnents de colldgea et acadimie«| en pensiona 
acoofdte ans aavanta. et artistes qn*on y a attirte de tontea parte, en 
cboaes utiles pc»or la commodity dn commeroe comme qnala, marcböa 
ete. et i onvrir dea cornmonicationa et granda cbeminst Les taxea 
ofdinairea (qnuiqu^angment^ tionaid^mblenient en coropartiison dn 
pen qoe lea coloniee payaient oi*devant) ne aoffirent ploa k ceo d^penae^ 
D a &lln avoir reooora tk des cmpmnta antorta^s par la oour ce qai a 
donu6 lien an papier monnaie qni depoia a lUt beancoop de mal au 
paya» lee tronblea pr6Knts y ayant mia le diacridit. Lea eap^cea aont 
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devf»mic8 rares et ont dispumo«, T a guerre en ayant beaucoup pro- 
cura!*, les l'a>>itnn«i fiont alninioniies a une d6pcrifie proportions^© et 
ont tellcnu nt an iiin». iiie les <:1k)sl'S de luxe qu'ils tiraient d'Angleterre 
qu'iis Lie pourraient plus les | a^er qiravec quatorze n quinze millions 
par an en ar^'ejit coinptant ; pnr dein lY'cliange de leur prodnrtiona 
pour polder la balance et cetto (llnnritirion dVsp^ces se lait eentir 
d*avantage ä mesnre que le papier n onimio s'amortit (la ooar HQ 
voulaiit ploa pernjettre de nouvelley i riM.s.Mi^ris ) 

II J a des negociantb et autres pariiculiers puissaroment riches 
mais lea tr^sors publica eont ^puises et lea reTenns des proTiooes 
ali^n^. 

Toutea les pieces d'or et d*argent des 6tats aouverainsde I'Europe 
ont Gours dans ce pays-ci pour lenr juste valcar; les i>lns conmiuijes 
aont Tor du Portugal et Targent d'Ebpngn© il n'y en a presque point 
d^Angleterre si Ton excepte lea pi^iccs de cnivre. 

L'on pretend (et la chose est probable par la rnison ci-devant dite 
du di»ciL'dit du jjupior uionnaie) (jii'il y a de grosses sonunes d'argent 
dans le pays, que les possesseurs retiennent durant ces difficultes; tout 
cela fait qu'on est gent' djins le commerce. II nV a done que la paix, 
r^conomie et le commerce avec les isles etle sud de TAmerique ou en 
cas de rupture avec TAngleterre un commerce onvert avec toutea lea 
nations qui puiaseot rendre k ce pays, ropulenoe et Paisanoe. 

produit de oes colonies en des ehevanz des bsstiaox de toutes 
sspicyes et «n grand nombre, tontes sortes de bite en abondanoe, dn 
houblmi, dn Hs, de l*indigo, do ooton, de la oire, Mne, goadron, 
tabaOi bois de oonstraotion, lin cbanvre, fer, salpfitre, plomb, coivre, 
6omme9| cnlrs, pelleteries, castors, baldnes etc La p4obe est par- 
tont abondante, soH dans la mer, soft dsns les riTi^res. Les ▼ian* 
dee, la Tolaille et le gibier sont exoellents et ▼ari4s. £nfin o'est nn 
pays qui prodnit an delä de ce qni est n4ce!>8aire & la anbsistanca dea 
habitans, et Von n*j ^proave point de diaette ni d'anndes sterileSb 

J*7 ai ^bl! dee correspondances par la Hollande et par Londres 
aflo d^6tre inform^ de toot oe axA f arriTera d^in* 

CoiTei»i>on- , ^ , • * ... 

«HiewMabitML t6roMant» ponr ponvoir en rendre compte an miniatre. 

Je suis en 6tat de r^pondre pins en detail snr toot oe qni regarde 
ces colonies. 

8ign6 DB Kau. 

FAtT i PAJua, oe 6 Aüüt, 176«. 
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2. KALB lO OHOISEÜU 



XoimnamnrB: J*al PhooDonr de tous adrwMr les nonvelles 
^116 Je Te^oie de TAmdnqne. Bi j*oee todb oommanlqaer mon idte 
fMiilioolUre sur oette querelle, Je penee qae malgr^ lee ddpenses 
^nonnes qne la eoar d*AD^eterre fiiit ponr fofeer aes ooleniee i k 
eoominioii qn*elle finira per ne lUre anomi «ofee de regoeiir et i ao- 
oorder anz eoloniea oe qii*ils demandent moa opinion eat fond6e 
anient snr la Jnetioe de lenn pr^tentioqa qne anr les plaintei qne lee 
marchanda et ftbiiqnaDte anglaü ne tnanqneront pea de porter an 
ncovean parlement aar la d6ondenoe de lenr oommerce depnie oea 
troubles, d*antant plna que tons lee acta de parlement qui 7 ontdoimd 
lien n*6tablinaient dea impAte en Ain^riqae qne pour la difenae dn 
paye (dn moina o^^tait le pretezte) qnoiqoe dana le falt e^eat pour j 
entretenir nombre de penaionnairea et nn pla«* grand nonibre de 
tronpea qn^il n*eet ndoeaaaire^ enlin pour donner mojea ans mlniatrea 
de diatribaer plna de grAoeaet nnllement pour leaonlageiueot dea tiw 
royautnea ni ponr oontribner an payeinent dea dettea nationalea. 8i 
done tonaeea imp&ts ne doirent Äre employee an aontien deaooloniea 
et ponr lenr propre d^fenae, ponrqnoi ne leur pennettait-on paa deae 
tazer aUeamdmeaf ponr enbvenir & oea d6penaea eomme eela a'eat 
pratlqn^ par le paaa6. 

Mala Je penae antat que quelqnee m^nrea qne le parlement et le 
minlatdre pninaent prendre 4 prtent, ila ne r6tiibliront point oette 
branohe de oommeroe eomme eile ^tait. Le eoup eat port6, on a 
appria anx eolouiea i ^tablir dea mannfiiotnrea de tontea eapdcea et 
i ae paaaer de lenr m^tropole qn*on emploie aetnetiement lee voiea de 
rigneor on de doaoenr on ne aanrait lea forces k tirer d*Earope oe 
qn^ila trouTaot ohea ellee, d'antiint rolenz qn*ellea tronveat dana lea 
liilee et dana le and de T Am^riqoe (sana compter leora aatrea d^ 
boneh^) nn d6bit aftr de leora pMduita et qoe lea ridieaaca de oe 
commerce lenr reaterontan lien qn*ellea^ient<»bligtade leaenvoyer 
cl-devant en Aogleterre poor aolder leora comptea. 

Je reWeDaloqJuoza & dlre^ Konaeignear, qne oea eoloniea sont tn>p 
QtOea k la Grande BreUigoe ponr qo^ellea exigent one rupture entite 
de la part de lenr mitropole et qii^ellea n*accepterAient aocun aeooura 
stranger 6tant fort en 6t»t de ae mnintenir par lenra propria forcea 
aenlee, J^^uterat m6me qn'il ne aerait paa de la aaiiie politique d^uoe 
pniaaanee qneloonqne de ae mMer A oette qnereUe qnand m^me eile 
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Bcrait requise par les colonies (ce qui n'est pas pro])abkO A moins 
fjiril ny tiit ties actes d'hostUitea coinmis entre I'Anarique et la 
Graudti Hretoigne que les o^luiilef) aieot public leur iudepetidance en 
tout poiat, qu^elles 8« boitjiiL umes ptir une Conf^^ration g4n6raJe 
qu^e^les aient des armies sur pied qu'elU-s invitent {»ar nne resolution 
unnnirneet p'lbllqno t<mt<'s les nutions ä vcnir commercer dans leiirs 
ports et quVlleä soient eu ^'t;it de prot^ger ce coitiim rce par uno 
tuarine inilitairece qui rendrait impossible toui accoiiiniuUcuiciiL eiiLr© 
lea deux partia, ce nVst qu'aL-rs <iu\»ri pmirrait laire la guerre ii I'Anfjlc- 
terro avec apparetice de succcs. La deelarer plutöt wrait douaer 
lien li ucie prompte reconciliation et u a'attirer touted les forces de 
TAngleterre et Celles de leurs colonies sur les bras. Je voua p;irld 
aiosi franchement, Monseigneur, parceque je ne voudrais pas, cumiiie 
jVi d^Ja eu riionneur de tous le dire qu*on toqs trompat ni qn^on 
püt VOUA persuader que le mpmeot fat £ftvorable pour se broniller 
«▼eo no* Toisioa. 

L*oii m« maodft d« Lcrndne qaft Pitniral Spry dolt AToir or- 
dre de proteger lee valiseaiix englaie dens la Kedit£reon£e el d'ein* 
pteher qnMls ne eoient Tieit^s par lee Tatfeeaas IranQaiB A qnoi Von 
t^MttB qae li ranüral enlt eon inatraetion de point en point qu*i) eei 
preaque impoBalble qa*il ne ej oommette dee hostUitte eutre Jea denz 
nationa. Oette nonvelle ne m^eet pas donn6e ponr bien poeiÜYe eile 
demande confirmation. 

Je aois etc. 

8. KALB TO CHOiaSÜL. 

Pakm^ lie Ü f — iw d ne » ITei. 
Pal Hkonnear de voits adresaer ci-jolnt les nonyelles qne je re^ois 
de PAmiriqne. XSlee ne penvent 6tre que pea int^resasntes dana on 
tempo o& les miaieires stmt diviste et que le parti a prendre aor 1a 
oondulte A tenir aTeo lee oolonies paralt Hre remis k la reotrde da 
Parlament. Je an» toc^onrs d^opinion qu%>n nWploiera point lee 
▼oiee de rignenr aurtont lorsqn'on verra que 1e» preparatifii de gaerro 
nMnaptrent pas de terrenr 4 les peoplee. 11 est bien poMible aoesi qne 
oee tnfimea pr^paratif:» aieot on autre objet. Lea Anglaia ont nne 
Jaloneie eitreme de T^iat flori«sant dee iales fhMioaiaes ai Yons loor 
faitea la goerre, leor aoin principal ae portera sor cette partie et s'lla 
ont envie de toos la fidre enzmömoA, jugea Monaeigoenr, dee ayan- 
tagee qne leor donnerait raproziroit^ dee anbelatances et de lorn a 
ftireee dans le ooniinent d« l*Ain6riqae poor lenre premidree op^^a* 
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lions. Iis y ont actuelli tuont dix neuf batailloiis de sept cent liom- 
rae« chaoon, sans compter ce qu'ils ont dans leurs dunt j'igaore 
le nombre et les secoiirs qu'ils tireraieiit facileinent de lenrs colonies 
en rüüiblissant leurs privileges et exemptions d'impots. Jo doid Vuus 
avoir marque p re ced eminent, Monseignenr^ que cos mi^mes colonics 
ont fourni a leurs frais 25000 bommes de boimes troupes pendant la 
dernidre guerre et leurs villos maritimes un grand nombre d*arma- 
tenrs. Je ne sais an juste le nombrii deu vaisäcuux de guerre employes 
dans les isles Anglaiftes, mats je suis certain de treize stationne« bur 
les forts depuis terre Neuve jiisqu'aux isles Lucayes. 

Je vous supplic d'Otre pcrsnade qne mea r^exloas ne sont <|ae 
Teflet de moa zclo pour ie service du Hoi. 

Je suis etc 

4. KALB TO OHOIBETTT. 

Paus, U U jnRwmfrr«, 176S. 
MoKBKiairEUR : J^ai Thonnenr de tous envojer les nouvelles que 
je reikis d^Anu i-ique. Je nV %|oate aueane reflexion. La fermen- 
tation qne ces Merits annoncent fait aatßz voir resprit de fei-met^ dd 
oes pcuples et les suites facheuses qtie oelapoarrnit avoir pour TAogla- 
terre b*U oootiauait ä vouloir lee soumettre par la force oe que Je ne 
uaorals me pereaader. Je sols au contraire d^opinion que leprochain 
parlement emplojera des votes de coaoiliation ; Je ne douto pas non 
P>i^ que le GoaTemenr Bernard qQoiqii3 soatenn JosqaHd par le 
Ministdre ne eoit nppel^. 

Je suis eto. 

V. 

UOVm BBOOUK TO OOUBT ST. eSBHATSr. ^ 

PiKi^, 13 A'or/»mAr<!j 1775, 

Monsieur: Monsieur de Kulb, an 'i«Mi mnjor du re<riTn<»nt d«» 
Loeweiidal, et qui depnis la ref »rrae de ce cor|)S a ete employ^ dans 
r^tat major de Tarm^e d'Alleinagne, oh il a obtenu en 1761 L brevet 
de Lieutenant Colonel, est venn pa-«8er ici qnatre mnis ccttc a^inee en 
consequence des nouveaux arranppmf^nts faits p-ir Mr. le mart^clial 
Du Muj ponr Ic« ofiiciers supArknirs reforin6s. Qnoiqu'il ait et' (Lirm 
rinartlon depnta trop longternps, je Uli ai retrouv« ici, Monsieur le 
Cowte, toates les dispositions que Je lui avais conoues a la guerrei et 
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cela H i tnoiivele ines regrets de ne Tuvuir pas va plac^ avec utility 
pour le service du roi et pour lui. II sera digne d'un ministre comme 
V0U8 de mettre ses talents en usage. II en a de difii&reDs genres. II 
parle bien plusieurs langues et peat ttn emplojr^ k tout ce que vuoa 
Jugerez d propos. Je aerai Tolontiers garant de m itfe et Je «lia 
•ür qae todi «am Ilea d^etre satiifidt» sl toob dalgnei le mettre eo 
notlTitAw J'eirboii]ieard*6tr»eto. 

Lb Ckmxs OB Bbmui. 

A WowtAummMkv, 4 N i m m^ br ^, IT». 

Le B07 trooTe bon, KoDsienr, que vom toos ebeenties do ro- 
yanme pendant denx ans poar aller vaqaer i voa aflUrea. 

Je lais tr^ parfaitemeoti Honaieor, Totie tidehombleet ob^laBant 
MTvitear. 

St. Obbma». 

A HoKaiEDB £B Babon ra Kaia, 

Lleatenant Oolonel d*In&ntorie. 

m 

SILAS DEAHa'a AOBKSMENT WITH KALB, LAFAYKTrfi, A^TD UiaEBS. 

ißnm Hbm S^kmafle Oottw p oBierce of tbc diutum, hj Javed flpaili^ VaL pgk 

62, 71, 97 asd 98.) 

List of officers of infantry and light troopsi deetined to aarvetho 
United 8Uitea of North Ameriea. 

NaaMofOflOKa. Bank. Cm tmm ammi of tiwir pay. 

Baron de Kalb M^|or General 7 Noyember 1778. 
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1 


«« 


it 


de Both Captain 


1 


u 


u 
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d« Qerard Gaptain 1 December 1776« 

Philip de Boreval lieoteiiant 1 
de Montea *• j 4* 

Loqaet de Granges " 1 " " 

de Vrigujf Capt. Comp. fraDohe 1 " " 

C&ndon Lieutenant 1 " " 

The said rankn nnfl pay at the dates marked ia the present list 
have been settled umi uaJly between us, the undersigned, uie, Silas 
Deane, in my quality oi the most Honorable Contrress of the United 
States of North America and me John liaron de Kalb, Mi\j(>r-General 
in the service of the ätates GeneraL Doue double at Paris this l**of 
]>ecember, 1779. 

De Kalb. 
Silas Dkank. 

List of OfBcen of infiuitrj aod light troops destined to serve In tbo 
amies of the United States of North Amerioa. 



K. de Lafajette 
Baron de Kalb 
Delesser 
de Valfort 
de Fajollee 
Daboia Martin 
de Gimat 
deVrigny 
de Bedaidz 
Capttaine 
de la Colombe 
Candoo 



H^or-Qeneral 



Ii 

Cblonel 



Lieotenaot Colonel 



«1 



Captain 
blank 
Captain 
Llenteoant 



ComiiMitoaDMint of llMii' ptf . 

7 December 1776. 

7 November 

1 December 
1 u « 

7 November *♦ 

1 December 
1 u u 

J W tt 

J Ii {( 
7 November ^ 



Tlie ranks and the pay, which the most honorable Congress shall 
fiffix to hem to commence at the periods marked in the present list, 
have been agreed to by us the und' raigned, Silas Deaue in i,uality of 
deputy of the American States-General on the one part, the Marquis 
de Lafjiyette and the Baron de Kalb on the other part. Signed 
double at Paria this 7*^ of December, 1776. 

BiLAB Dbakb. 

Da Kalb. 

18» 
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The desire which the Marquis de Lafayette shows of serving 

nniong the troops of the United States of America, and the interest 
wliich he talios in the justice of their cnunc, make him wish t<» distin- 
guish himself in this w.ir, and to reader himself as UM-ful as he 
poi^jibly can ; but not thinking that he can obtain leave of his family 
to j'ass the 8eas, and serve in a foreign country, till he can go as a 
general otlicer, I have thought I could not better nerve my country, 
niid thoi^ who have iulnisted me, than by granting to Jiini, in tlie 
name of the very honorable Congres-^, the rank of Major-General, 
vhich I bei? the States 1m ( «-nfirm to him, to ratify and deliver to 
him the commis^-ion to hold and take rank, to count from thi-* day, 
Willi tlio general otficers of the name decree. Hif* Jiigh birth, his 
alliance?, the great dignities which his family h"lds al this Court, 
his considerable e^itjifes in this realm, his personal merit. hi« reputa- 
tion, his disinterestedness, and aUove all his xeal for the iiherty of 
txir province-', are such as* to induce nie alone to promise him the 
rank of Maji)r- General in the name of the United States. In witness 
of which I have signed the present, this T"" of Decbr. 1770, 

SiLAB Dkank. 

On the oondittons here explained I offer myself and promiae to 
depart wlien and how Ifr. Deaae ahall judge proper, to serve the 
United Statea with all po«aible aeal, without any pensioii or par- 
ticular allowance, reserving to myself the liberty of returning to 
Europe when my family or my king shall recall me. 

Done at Faria 7*^ of I>eobr. 1776. 

TbB MABQUta DB LA FaTBRB. 

VIIL 

LETTERS WRirTEir BY FRENCH OFFICERS TO KALB, RE- 
QUESTING TO BE EMPLOYED IN AMERICA.* 

1. XAJOB Dtr HOUTBBBT a MB. DB EALB. 

L«inni,l«tSltaoMii^ IIM. 

Vn de mee amis m*4erlt dn Havre, que voua voudries bien, ICtm« 

• While these letters, which have been tuken at random from a large 
number, od the one hand reveal the motives of the minority of the French 
offioen in entering the American army, they, on the other band, coneloalvelj 
prove the excellence of tbe Msisiaace thus rendered their arma. 
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ifonr, avoir la bont^ de yoqs iot^reaiier poar an de mes parents, 
portear de U pr^seoto^ qai s servi en quality de lieatenant au r6gi- 
tnent de Ohampagoer Vmp$M de 17 m%, et qui a qaitt6 le r6giment| 
U y i peu prte oa an, poor des raisoos qu'U vans dira lai-m^me. 
II d^sirerait passer an service de«« insurgents. Je reclame votre 
protection i oet 6gard ; Je De doate pas de la r^ussite, si voas aves U 
bont^f Monsiear, de TOQS employer poor lui. O^est un tres boii 
offioier, sac!mnt blen son metier, maia U est paavre^ et c'est oette 
paDTret6 qui lui a fait perdre sod 6tat. 

Les servSoe^ que voas voudrez bien lu! rendre, loe fenmi OOD- 
tracter i votre ^gßrd oae obligatioD d^antaot plas grande» que J*ai 
rhoonenr d^6tre aveo xe^pect etc eta 

2. LB OOKYALIBK d'|»TIMA.UVILLS A MB. DB KALB. 

AO Kavm, titt ihe$aAr«, I77S. 

MoKStBua : Je prends la libert6 de voas 4orire pour toqs rap* 
peler la prome^se, qae voas m'avez fiute i rooeasion de Mr. le 
Chevalier da Montbert, dont vous troaverez ci-Joint P^tat de service. 
Je r^itdre ma pri^re poor voas engager A faire oe qau voas poarrez 
poor rendre service A on brave offider, snr la diagraoe doqael, il n' j 
a k reprocher, qoe des fautes de- jennesse et dont voas p«*orres vous 
assurer par des informations i son ancien corps. En men particolier, 
I'ubligation qae Je voas en aarai ijoutera la plus vive reconnaissance 
aax seotiraens de la plus parfiiite consideration et do profood respect 
aveo laqoelle je sola Ifonneor etc. 

P. S. VouB tri)uverez aussi ci-joint une lettre de Mr, da Mont- 
bert, mtgor des ville et eitadelle do Havre, oncle do postalant. II 
d^irerait savoir le plotöt poesible, A qooi s*en tenir poor prendre les 
arrangements nteeiBaires. 

3. HfcMOIEB. 

fttat des services do sieor Antoine Aogostin de YarenneSi Ohe- 
valter do Montbert, gentühomme^ Ag6 de 86 ans» sortant do regiment 
de Champagne en qnalit6 de lieutenant en premier. 

I«e dit offlcier a commence k servir daos le corps de la gendar- 
merle, oh il a fa't la campagne de l7o8 et j est rsst6 Jusqo'ao mois 
de Novembre 1760. II a Joint eo^oite te r^gim^nt de Champagne 
en qoalit6 de Ueotenant en Mars 1761, et 7 a fait le campsgne de 1761 
et 1762. n a fait toote la campagne de 1768 aoz volontaires de Tarmde 
sons Tordres de U. de la ICoUe. 
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n ft oontiDii^ Nt aerrkei sa r^ment de Obampagne, juqii'cii . 
Join 1779, qne dw rftboDS de fortaae, I'ont foro6 de qnittar le dit 
r^gimeot 

n ft fkit Ift osmpagne de 1769 en Cone. H s^eit troav^ A toutes lee 
•Adree oil ont eervl le regiment de Ofaampagne et le corpa des volon 
taires dans leqael U a ikit Iftoampagne de 1768* 

II a 6t6 choisi poar ttre, oorome aide-mi^or an bataillon d'ia* 
atraotioQ dans lee maacBavred proyieoirea, qu'oii extoate i MeU eii 
1775 et a*ea eat aequitt^ aveo la aatiafiEu^tion de aea aup^rieura. 

Lb Obbtaubb vm YAsamm vu UuxmaMt» 

i. issAt oas aasvioss ou ouavAuas dx faillt. 

Gt a Ja u9 i$f , 17IT* 

Le Ghevalier de Fallly, capltaine de ohaaaenra aa r^gimeiit 
d*Aijoii, a oommeiio6 i aervir aoua-lieateiiaiit dana le rtgimoiit de 
Rojid-WalloD, le 5 Oetobre 1746. D a'est teonri an si^ge de Beigen 
ep Zoom, Maeatrieht, et i la bataille de Lafiald« 

Befonii4 eo 1749 a?ee toot le oorpa, U a oontino4 aos serviee dana 
lea milioes do Ohampagne. II est entr6 en 1756 lieotenant en aeoond 
ft^ec rang de lieutenant dana le i^ginnent de Berry. II a fait toote 
la demidre gaerre ao Canada, toi^Joara aaz grenadiers on volontsirea. 
n oommandait la Vigilaote sur le lao Champlaiii en 1759 qu^il a aau- 
▼6e malgr4 lea raiaseanz anglaia, U a mkme en 800 franca de 
gratifioatton. II a ^ inoorpor4 aveo tout aon corps en 1768 dana 
oelni d* Aquitaine. II a fiiit U campagne de 1769 ans volontairea de 
)'arni4e de Corse, n a obtenn la commianon de oapitaine, le 10 8ep- 
tembre de la m6me ano^. 11 a 6t6 emburqnö snr la Mignooe poor le 
bombardement de Tanisen 1770. II d^sirerait 6tre employ^ en oe'te 
quality dana telle partte du monde, qu'il plaira A Sa Majest6 de Ten» 
voyer. II snppUe le Ministre d*arour 6gard A aon pen de fortune. 

Ls CHBYALtaft Di Faiklt. 

Monsieur Le Baron de Knlb, bri«;;idier des nrm^es du Roi, est pri6 
de ne pas oublier le dit Chevalier de Paill/. II as fait nne file d'etre 
employ^ auna ses ordres. II est pour la vie dans oes sentimeiis-lA. U 
fait des voeax pour Tenti^re s&tief)M;tion de Monsieur Le Baron de 
Kalb et lai eat attaob6 et finit aveo on trH profond raspeot ete. ete» 
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S. LB OEEYALIXB DX VSAHTAL ▲ X, LS BAfiOtf PS KJLLB. 

Domo» M • FmUtt I'fT. 

MoHsiBüR ; J'ai I'honneor devous^crirepour 6tre iuforiD^ au juste 
« jc puis compter i)a8fler en Am6riqne. L'on mande de Versailles 
que la cour lie vent plus perinettre a aucuii officier de quitter le 
rojannie ; que le Ooctear Franklin a renu des ordres de quitter la 
JFrance, ainsi que Monsieur Deaoe. Cos iiouvclles-14 ne d^noteruent 
lien de bou pour les projets que j'ai eu riionucur de voub comma- 
Iliqaer tant pour faire la gnerro que pour ui'6tablir en Am^rique. Je 
vons prie^ Mousienrf d avoir la bont6 de lu'instruire sur ces objets. 
J\»8p<)re, qne vons ne tronverez pus inauvais, que je me sois adressd 
d VOU8. La boiiiiL volenti, que vous avez bien voulu marqner A 
m^obliger m'a determine. Monsieur le Marucbal de Broglie no va 
pas encore a Paris, j'en suis tres fach^ — -je me flatlais qu'il vuus 
aurait rendu assez bon coinpte de nioi p>our m6riter votre estime et 
vons engager plos partlcuii^remeut a vous j int^resser. J^ai I'hon- 
neor d'etre etc eto. 

KALB'8 ENTBANOE INTO THS AMERIOAN 8ERVI0E. 

1. WILLIAM OAJUflOUAXL TO BICBABD B&t^itY LKS.* 

Paris, Mureky 1777* 

Siii . As your brother, ArLhur Lee, Esq., is not on tlte spot, I 
take the liberty, in consequence of his request, to inform you of his 
health; he is now at Bnrsros, in Spain, whore he remains in conse- 
quence of the request of the Spanish muii.stry, to negotiate on behalf 
of the United States. From what he writes me, I hope be will at 
leai't get some money on our account Your brother, the alderman, 
as I am just informed bj a gentleman from London, is well. I take 
the liberty of introducing to your notice and protection the Marquis 
Laiayette and Baron de Kalb. The former is of the first distinctiun, 

* Carmichael was at that liiiie the seeretary of the Anerieaa Commit- 

sioners Deane, Franklin, and Arthur Lee, at Paris. Bichard Henry Lee, tke 
brother of the latter, was one of (he most influential members of Congress^ 
and chairman of the commtltce to investigate the claims of the foreign offi* 
oeiai He was a stanch friend of Kalb's to the death of the laUer. 
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for birth, furtune, and family here : the other, of Ihe highest repnta- 
tion v\ the service, and strongly recommended by the Marshal do 
Broglie and tho Marshal de Mallabois. The forjuer's family are our 
strong 8U[Ji)ort. ills uncle isj aiiibassador at the Court of London, 
nnd from his representations we hope to brinL' on a wur, much sooner 
than it would otherwise happen. I hope he (the Marquis) will have 
every reason to think favorably of tii© country. I have the honor to 
be, with much respect, etc. etc. 

2. KAiM TO mmuan nmm uol 

BanroL, 9ept. 10, 17T7. 
8m; I am unable to tell you with how much reluctance and even 
sorrow I must acquaint you that I cannot accept of the honor Coii- 
gren intended to me, for the various reasons 1 explained to you, Sir, 
to several members of Congress, but more particularly to Mr. Lovel), 
and which I repeat to Mr. Secretary Thomson ; they are all of great 
weight with me. I beseech you, dear Sir, to lay before Congress, 
that I bavcv and alwitya shall retaia the highest sense of thanklblne-a 
and Teneration for the whole of so respectable a body of men, and 
for each of the meinbera in partieolar. Hj most sincere tows will 
ever be for saocesi to all their measures and ondertalcings, and for 
tlie general welfare and happiness of yon? States. I will never forget 
the private obligations I owe to several of your gentlemen, bot espe- 
oialiy to yonr kindness to me. I never will be happier than when I 
shall hear from yon, or when I shall be able to convince yon of tho 
esteem and respect with which I have the honor to be, Sir, etc etc 

8. KALB TO ILLUUiJEU) BJKNSY L£B. 

Oaup At Vaxts PLAiiit, Atigtu^ 17, ITia. 
Sib: I received both letters yon honored me with, dated 15th of 
Febmary and 28d of March last past, bat rather late; the first came 
to hand the dOth of May and tlie seoond in Jnnc A long sickness, 
tlie march of the army while I was yet yery nnwell, and a good deal 
of business since my recovery, have prevented mo from answering 
before now. Too are much in the right, Sir, to think that the 
clinnge in political matters must place yonr independence beyond all 
donbt, and fisr beyond the power of England to disturb ; I heartily 
Tt^tAoB with you and all true Americans on the occasion. It is to be 
expected, also, the alliance with France and the real assistance the 
king intends to tiie States, must needs procnre you a speedy and last- 
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!ng peace. Hiis day I wrote tn President Lanrecs, in favor of Mona, 
le VicoiDte de Manroy and Möns, le Oiiev. de Faynllee, which will be 
laid before the supreme coancil of the States. I need uot to trouble 
yoa with the contents of it. I will only observe to you, that I am 
onlered to do the samo by Mart^hal Puke de Broglie, aiul tlie count 
his brother ; and as they expect my answer, on that acnonnt I should 
be greatly obliged to you if you would be pleased to let ine have the 
reasons for or against, as the matter will bo debated in Congress, and 
to be very particular in that resj>ec t. Tliough I ardently wish Möns, 
de Manrov'n request he granted, yet i am afraid it will not, by reason 
<»f a 1( tter he wrote, as I utidtrstood, to Congress, not very accept- 
able, ll' he is refused on that areoiuit I should be glad to have it 
inetitinned, because 1 thiuk Iii- u''' le protectors are unacquainted 
witli thi< pi< ' > fif ba<l policy ol his. I have the honor to be, with 
great respect and ei^teeai, dear Sir, etc. eto. 

X 

» 

LAWAYEtn TO UBß, OITM0LLXK, WHOSB KAIDKH HAMS WA0 KALB. 

La OftASOB, prM Rotey, ct U Flor^tl, an IX {AvrÜ 1800X 

Je vous remercie, Madame, de la couüance dont vous ni^honorez, 

et des details que vous avez bicn voulu me donner. O'est avec no 
vif ini^ret (pie j':ti afjj.ris des nouvelles d'une famille d laquelle Je 
me sens lie par inon ancientie aniiti6 p<»ur le g^n^ral de Kalb. Je 
»erai toujtnirs heureux de rt iulre a sa memoire, ce que je lui dois. 

\ oll« snvez Sans doute <pie Mr. votre p^re apres avoir fait avec 
di-tiiiction la guerre de sept am füt envoy 0 pnr Mr. de Choi-^eul dans 
1^ coioides Anglaises de rAin^riquc- »t pt ntrioii.ile p(Hir prerid e r<»n- 
naisi^nce de ce pays, qui av.aii cte l occasion de I.i rui>tnre entre les 
cour- de Versallies et de L<»ridre8. II 6tait naturel que la derlaraiiou 
d'iiidc[»eudrince des totals Unis inspirat au geru-r il Kalb le desir d'y 
retourner. Sou depart fnt encourag^* pnr le comto de l>roglie et ap- 
prouv6 secretemeiit par le gouviinement fianyai'i. C est dans ee 
temps qn'u l iusn du gouvernement et bieuiöt apres malgre lui que je 
fis C"nnais«ancc avec les envoyees du Cmgr^s. Nou» partimes en- 
semble de l'.u i-, nous an iv äines en -euiMe a Charleston et A Phila- 
delphie, d'oü je joigriis rarrn^e. Quelq-ie-^ circonstnnces retard^^e^t 
son entree au service. Ii fut \mi de temps apreä place avec le pre- 
mier grade milit^ro, cclui de» M;y<«r GcU(jial. C'cät tu cctle qualii^ 
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qn*a oommaodtil nn oorps d*anii46 diot la Omilo« da Kord, lonqii» 
1« gMnl QalM vint prendre le oommandeiiMiit en clidl II fat battn 
A Oundfln pir Lord OomwalUa. Le g^o^ral Eilb so montra g^oteil 
babUo et loldtt intrftpide. 8a diTieion iootint ]a premttre TefiTort dee 
ennemis. L*tflUre eat pn ee retablir, b'Ü n'avait M mortellemenfe 
bleeeftw Lm deox «mte rendirent hommage A aes tilenta et i eon 
ooorage, qni mtaie daoa an g6n6ra] m^rita d*^tre remarqn^. 8o& 
mftrite müiture^ ea loyaat^ oivique, tea qaalitte auoialeiy le flrent 
honorer et regretter per lea tronpea, le peaple^ le g6n6ral Waehington 
et le Congite. 8es amts peraonnek forent ▼iyement affligia et per- 
aonne ploa qoe moi, Ifadame, qa! loi 6tait attaeb^ par aflTectioo, la 
reconoaiaaaoee et une frattfroitö d*annea| ooinineoo6e dea mea pre- 
miers paa daaa oette oarridre. 

8i de nooTeanx renaeignemena, ai dea atteataUone d^Amiriqoe, ai 
mea proprea t^moignagea peovent voaa 6tre ntilea, donnea-mol Toe 
ordrea^ Je Tona aorai une seoaible obligatioQ de m^iodiqoer oomment 
je pourral aoqoitter nne deUe aeer6e de Tamiti^ que J'avaia roote m 
Mr. votro pc'^re. 

Agr6ez, je vooa prie, rezpreaaioo de mon respect et de mea rmnx 
poor Tutre bonbeor« Latatkitb. 

XL 

FRANKLIN AND DEANE TO TIIE GOMHITIEE OF FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS. 

PimJB, 25 Äfay, 1777. 

* * * The Marquia do Lafayette, a young nobleman ui gre:it 
family connections here and great wealth, is gone to America iu a 
ship uf hia own, accompanied by some officera of distinction^ in order 
to serve in onr armiea. He la exceedingly beloved aod ererybody^a 
good wiahea attend htm ; we oannot but hope be may meet with eooh 
a reception as will make the ooootry and hia expedition agreeable to 
him. Tboae who ceoaore it as imprudent in him do neyerthelesa ap- 
pliod hia spirit, and we are aatiafled that the eivilitiea and reapeot 
that may be abown to him will be aerriceable to onr affairs here, as 
pleasing nut only to hto powerAil relatione and to tlie Court hot to the 
whole Frenoh natiou. He haa left a beantifal yonng wife, and for her 
aake partioalarly we hope that hia bravery and ardent deaire to die* 
tingntah himself will be a little reatraioed by the Geaerai*a pmdenoe, 
ao aa to not permit hia being hazarded much, bat on aome important 
ooceaiuu. 
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XU. 

KALB AND CONaJE^ESS. 

CoDgTMB took into cooBideration the report of the oommittee on 
roreign «ppüctttiona» wherein they aet forth: 

That beaides a ttamber of offioera who are oome ftom Europe and 
the Weit Indies of their own aocord to »»licit for raal^ and emfdoy- 
ment in the American annj« there are othera who have proceeded 
upon the encouragement of eonventiona made and aigned at Paria by 
Silas Bettne, Esq., as agent for the United Statea of North America; 
that Mr. Deane had no authority to make auch eonventiona, and that 
OoDgress therefore are not bound to ratify or and folfil them: 

Your committee for this, report that the Baron de Kalb and the 
Viscount de Hauroy, with a number of ofScers who came with them 
from France^ hare offered their service, provided their engageroenta 
with Mr. D«uie, in respect to rank, are fttlfilled; but that the Ameri* 
can army having been armnged before the arrival of these gentlemen 
in America, their expectations cannot l>e complie«! with without de- 
ranging it and thereby iijuring at so critical a jnneture the American 
cause : that the aeal, however, of these gentlemen and their conse- 
quent expenses merit the attention of Congress; wherefore your 
oommittee report the following resolve : 

Resolved : that the thanks of Congrsss be given to the Baron 
de Kalb and the Viscount de Mauroy, with the officera who accom- 
pany them, for their seal for passing over to America to offer tbeir 
sendee to these United States, and that their expenass to this Oon- 
tinent and ctn their return to Fk'ance be paid. 

Resolved : that Oongresa agree to the said report and resolve. 

Ordered : that the Baron de Kalb and the Viscount de Mauroy 
be farniahed with a copy of the foregoing report and resoluttoUi at- 
tested by the Secretary. 

8and»7, Utb S^imbtr, 1777. 

Tho committee on the treasury br«)nght in a report, wtiereupon: 
Resolved: that the president draw Bills of exdtange on the 
Commisaifmeis of Congress at Paris in favor of the several officers 
and for the severnl snm» hereinafter mentioned, the said bills to be 
made payable at thirty days after eight and to express value receive«! 
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by and chargeable to Congres^i, viz. A set in lavor of Baron de Kalb 

for 6000 livren tonrnois. 

Kesohed : tliiit tbere be paid to the following gentleroeo the 
several sums hereafter specified to defray, wiili Uie sums ab<>re di- 
rected to betiiuwn in hills of exchange ou the commissioners at Paris 
in their favor, the expeunes of tlit ir cominc^ fi uin France and return- 
ing thither, viz. to Baron de Kalh 600 dollars, 

MttBdfty, mk Aptanair» 1177. 

Resolved, that another major general be appointed in the armj 
of the United States ; the ballots being taken, Baron de Kalb waa 
eleoted. 

4ih CkU&b4r, K77. 

Con<;rc8.s resumed the consideration of the report from the board 
of war, whereui'on: 

Pesolved : that the Baron de Kall» 1 <• at liberty to give up his 
coinmiw«ion of major L'erteral, if the coritingencj mentioned in his 
letter of [he 28th of hu^i month should happen. 

That the Ji:in)n de K alb's rommission be dated tin* same day with 
that of the Marquis do Lafayette, agreeably to the UannTii request. 

Tliat a compliance with the 4th and r)th artieles of Baron de 
Kalb s letter would i»e improper at this time, Gongrei»» liave not 
made any provision fur their own otlleers, with whom fvir^ ign otlii-ers 
of equal merit and service will always be considered on a footing." 

(The first paragraph of this resolution alludes to the stipulation 
that K alb's entrance into the American army was subject to the .sanc- 
tion of the Broglii- s and of the French ministry, and must be revoca- 
ble in default of such approval. He evi.lently feared, as is mentioned 
in the text, that the return of the other French officers who hud 
come with him would produce a revulsion of sentiment im the cnbinet ; 
but was mistaken in thin impression, a^ a[»pear8 from Lhe luUuwiug 
letter of Kalb to Ueury Lau reus, President of Congress.) 

Okmr At yrmamnMww, ITih Augud, ITTS. 
^ Sir: When Congress were pleased loho&or me with tbeooniniii- 
sion of Migor General in the armj of tlie United States, your Eic«l- 
leney tniy vemember my apprehsnsions of being blamed at home for 
staying almost alone when many others of the French officers that 
oame in my company, were refused servioe and went back. I ao* 
cepted the honor oonferred npon me on oondition that if I waa 
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di&approved by the king's ni'miaters or by my friends, I fihonld be at 
liberty to resign wheneTer I pleased. 

"By a letter Just now received from Messieurs the Marshal Duko 
de Broglie and Count de Rroglie bis brother, I find m v conduct ap- 
proved bv both m well as by ihu luinistry, aa liaviug acted up to tbo 
purport of ray furlough," 

1. KALlfs OATH OF ALLBGIANOB. 

If John BaroD de Knih, Major General, do acknowledge the Unitel 
ßtntes of America to be Free, Indapeodent and Sovarei^ Statesi and 
dadarey tliat the people thereof owe no allegiance or obedience 1 1 
George the Third, King of Great Britain; and I renoance, refuse 
and abjure any allegiance or obedience to him, and I do sw<>nr t?iat I 
will to the utmost of my power, support, maintain and defend the 
laid United States against the said King George the Third, his heirg 
and successors and his or their abettors, as<<istnnts and adherents, 
and will serve the said United States in the oflice of Major General, 
wh!e^ I now hold, with fidelity, according to the best of my skill and 
anderatanding. 

John Babok i>a Kalb. 

Sworn btforc tup, Camp at Valley 
Forge, the 12th d.ny of May, 1778. 

G? WAJ^HIKOTOJr. 

2. OATHd OF TBX 80LDIKB8. 

Utxo QuAKTBK», VALiitY FoBOK, May 7M, 1778 
In order to accomplish fins vorv interesting and essential work ns 
early .IF po8«if>le, the fdlowing otiioers are to administer ti e oatlis, 
and grant certiti< att !; to the officers of the Divi«*ions, Brigades, and 
Corp*s *®t against tht-ir names, inchidin;,' the St.'iff: M/ijor-Gener;il 
\a*t] Sti'ling to the oTkxm-s of the late ('<)n\\av"> 15r:f;ade«; Maj 'V- 
General Marqu'«* he La Fayctt'', tli^se of Wi '0(lt^>rd's nud S( (*tt"s 
Bri;:ade8; Major General De Kalb to those of Glover's aod Larned a 
Brigade!, etc^ eU). 
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XIV. 

KALBES OIFHIB. 

(From ft letter to his wife from Hiddlebrook, April 10, 1779.) 

• Dans une Ue mes leltres A Mr. lo comte d© Brogiia 
167 859 no? 787 726 657 502 519 1363 250 1277 

Je parle <lo la san äe Mr. G6rard, dlsant que sM 

879 1204 204 803 ♦;u7 o02 220 842 S77 181 472 
vient vile a manquer — ou coiijun' il est po&aible qn'il 

713 80Ö Sno 728 1282 454 103 5;J1 515 ^35 630 
demRn<1e sou rappel je se rais fart ai se do lui 
198 1080 825 302 379 298 57 901 150 Ü3U 607 385 
succedcr duns son tninistbre ici. Vois sar oela 

1222 1470 407 1565 368. 622 M Dobois 493 367 

je suis snr que Mr. Gerard a ^crit qu'il se ra 
158 48 966 421 602 280 768 186 058 2»8 1068 466 687 

r« quMl loi ea coftte d6 jd plus de trente mUla Uvtm 
017 408 041 687 1466 195 776 626 578 86 530 1117 

da si en. II con vient de dire qne fnivimt ce que 
268 288 819 168 116 848 250 227 976 964 170 181 

Je t* 4ori> de )e eberU de tontes ohosee cela ne pent 
879 702 186 750 185 607 899 270 867 885 789 
etre aatremeai. Mnque U plaoe ne aoit pus oooroe et 
8U 752 468 781 1086 418 497 818 1090 917 

Pa fidre soUioiter poor tnoi sons pretezte que Je tnls tont 
686 550 890 748 1210 822 1480 421 158 682 1161 

k partie et que pn is qo*U in* ea ooote b^enooop 
886 1212 289 181 828 286 680 716 865 1465 761 
poor servir lee etots U J'ai me mis Men mieni employer 

616 897 857 251 1048 269 586 57 136 848 89ft 
cette depen>e an service direct du Roi. Die tonjonrs qne 

817 808 115 897 1827 575 77 842 496 181 

je me rn i ne potir in on a van ce ment. £mploie 
168 058 1053 455 413 616 652 687 170 907 892 

y Mr. Dubois M et le Bourircois de rext6rienr, Tn fenus 
1514 502 485 519 1368 195 1248 1112 

trca hien parier ä Vors.'iillea A Mr. Mo r ean premier 

695 1^6 573 622 140 81 502 662 685 271 412 
Secretaire de Yerpennes sous pretexte que je t^ea prie de 
88 607 809 822 1480 421 879 555 762 607 
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me ra pel ler A son souvenir et delft tn pour rais 
686 841 788 667 267 407 716 72S 244 1112 742 966 
prendre occasion do loi parlcz de oette affaire et le prie- 
842 618 196 886 1204 260 401 120 289 769 762 

er de te faire avertir on d^en avertir . Mr. le oomte 
405 2f0 989 821 669 464 162 669 60S 616 1868 

de Broglie des qa^il se* rait qoestion de re em plaoer 
373 1277 815 408 298 1078 481 678 609 288 1086 
Mr. Gerard afinque cela soit M>11loit6 Mr. Moreaa 

602 220 468 867 497 890 616 1210 503 662 
mfttne poor n^t me proposer au ministre. Je fe rais en 
604 616 68 961 960 271 1276 890 862 67 866 
eorte qne deux on trois ans en cette place nons donne 

858 181 488 966 698 870 687 660 1088 414 666 
raient de V ai sanoe. 

1064 678 668 166 808 



McamMtavwuR : Lorsqo^aTeo Totre agr^ment, Je eonTlna aveo lea com • 
missionaires am^rioaina dialler leirir lea Etat a ünia eo qtialit4 d^oiBcier 
g4ii4ral, j'obtina no ooDg6 da roi et votre promesee pour des gräcea 
de sa Mi^eatA proportionn4ee enz riaqoea d^uoe entrepriae de oette 
nature. J*avda lien de me Ibtter qo*(>o ne me laiaaerait pea partir 
aaiia 6tre brigadier dee vno&m da rot, maia monsieor !e comte de 
Saint OermaiD ne Tonlant pas &ire de promotion ezprease poor moi, 
le brevet de brigadier poar lea ilea me fat ezp4di4 par moniienr de 
Bartine le 6 Novembre 1776. J'eap^raia qne Je aeraia oi^mpria d ina la 
premiere promotion qne le miniatre de la gnerre ferait (oependant 
Joaqa'&pr4«ent, Je n^ai rien appria A oe si^jet) et qne cela me ni6ndrait . 
Adevenir dana pea mar6ohid deoamp,.9nrtottt depaia le trait6 d*al- 
lianee du r<ii avec eee 4tat8, qne l^-a offiders fran^^aia les aenrant, 
doivrat 6tre avonte de lenr oonr et trait6s en conaeqnence. Ce n^est 
qne dana cette e«^p6rance qae Je me aula determine an parti d^abandon* 
ner ma faroiUe et le aoin de tnea affalrea pour un tempa oonaid^rable, 
pour m^exposer anx accidenta de la mar, de la guerre, des fatignea 
d'nn oUmat difarorable et d*OQe d^penae ezoeaaive, miia indispen* 
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pnbl*^, oix^asfioin'r par la cbert^ exliorhitante de toutea chofies, et le 
nc»nil r" (rofficiers fraii^ais qui abondout A nin tab'e ; parceque j« 
suia le beul g^o^ral mtgur de Ja n&iioD, üa mt» oousid^rent coXDme leur 
chef. 

J'ai rhonneur do ^ervir sa Möjet>tt* coiimie oüicier depnis la fin de 
1743 de la creation dn regiment de Loewendal. Capitaino et aid© 
nijyor de 1747. Miyor do l^ou. Le dit rfginient ayaut {.i6 Incor» 
lMir6 en Man* 1760 contre tout« 6qult6 et Us terme« exprds, accord&s 
Ü leu monsieur le raar6cbal de Loewendal, lors de la lev6e dc ce corps 
(qu'il ne serait j.-miais iii r^fonn^ ni trait6 diflRferemment des regi- 
iiu'iits d'Alsace, Saxo, la Mark, Royal Suedoiö et lioyal Bavii?re). 
En cdu&ervaut de iiioins uiiciiiis a son prejudice, je perdis par 
cetLu incorporation d\x huit iiiijle livrcs du plus clair de inon patri- 
moine, que j'avnis donn^es, avec I'attache de iiionsicur le Ciunto 
d'Argt'iison, ininistre de la guerre, d'alor.4 pour la ni:tji)rit6 du dit 
regiment, ind^^pcudamueot de mou traitemeut de 4060 livres coniine 
major d^nn anciea r^gimeot qoi fot rMalt ISOO livres coiumo 
capitatne d'Anhalt qui rac^t le premHV tMtaillon de Loewendal. 

Tant de d^aagrements ne me flrent rien diminner de men zöle 
pour le aervioe du roi. J*aceeptai en Mai 1760 dea leltrea de i*ervloe 
d^ude martehal g6n6ral des logis de Tann^e fona les ordrea de Moo- 
aienr le mar^ohal de Broglie et jVn oontinvai lea ronctiona jnsqii^A la 
fin de la guerre en 1708. Je tn faii lieutenant colonel en Mai 1761. 
Tons mes oadeta d*£tat iniO^r eont brimdieMon marfiehanz de camp. 
J'ai conaiamment re^ti i rannte pendant toote la dnite dea guerre« 
de Fliiodre et d'Allemagne. 

A la paiz Hons, le dne de Choiaenl me donna d> a appointementa 
de r^forme Jaeqn^A ce qtiMI put me replarer i la t6te d'lm r^ment 
allemand, oe qui i la veriti n*eoi Jamaia lieu, aoit par ontli de aa 
part, soit par manqoe dHmportunit^ de la mieuue. En Ao(it 1767 U 
me fit appeler, m^ezpidia nn ordre pour 6tre employ^ i la reconnaia> 
nance dee c6tes maritimes de Calaia et de Flandre, tnaU ob^ngea 
an8Bi(6t cette destination en nne commission particulilre de confiance 
pour la Hollande ei auivant lee circonsraooes pour le Kord de FAui^ 
rique ions de grundee promeaaea de fareur et d'av: nceinenr, quMl n*a 
nianmolna point remplics a mon retoor (qn ^quM fat tröa-eontent du 
compte que je lui rendis & la fin dc 1768) probablement par la malti- 
plicSt6 dWaires pins importantes; et qu*en suite, quaud je Ten fia 
lesouvcnir et qu'U lue renouvela sea promeases, son deplaoernent 
Bubit ne Ini en lairaa paa le tempe. Hetaienra Gayota, TouUon, 
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Ch&rlüt et si je ne me trompe, Monsietir de Saint Paul, m'ont bljimÄ 
de u'aToir pas dcnHTviA :\ Atre ftit brigadier araot mon depart eu 
1767, que je Teu-sse ute bitu> (iitliuulir. 

Je ne rt;;peUrtti pa^ toua ies dangers auxquels o© voyage m'a ex- 
p«»s6. Le compt4j de nia mission com>igue au d^'put de la guerre fait 
mention d'un« parti des» divers accidents, comme mon naufrage pr(\i 
iSiaten Is^land, Ic 28 Janvier 1768, d'avi)ir L'ch;i|»p6 seul t'e neuf, aux 
«-fTets du fruui excc^aif endur6 }>endant 1'4 lieures sans abria, eu 
surtant des Hots, les autres hnit<;taDt morts j)cinl:int la nuit ni^me, ou 
I i-u :i{)rt"s. .fe «lirai s»-'iilein«-nt et pni?< le diro avcc raison r]ue ee (pie 
j'ai MMittVrt {»»'nilant voyago, p.isscrait la croyance bi cela nV'tuit 
pas de nuLoricLc publique, et si lort au dt-ssus de la classe ordinaire 
des service:*, «pie j'ous-e dü a^uir les plus graixlcs rcconipenaes. 

C\*st san?> «loiiic a vous, MonseigUL-ur, «jue t.eL acte de justice est 
r6serv^ n fiire t-r j'ose m'fn llatLer. 11 y a plus de deux ans que je 
sers les Eta's Uuis cn qualite de general major, le gra'le le plus 61ev6 
dans leurs armee» apr^^ le c itnruaudüiit en chef tlu Unites leurs forces, 
et ct'Uime de,«uis leur independance reconnue par le roi, jene niecrois 
plu3 libre de quitter sai s voeordres oa permis^fu, je continnerai i lefl 
servir, taut que la guerre doreraou qae ma sant^ me le permettra, & 
iiioi. 8 d'ordrei oontnureS) «( ani oondiUoiu^ tuule fois que oeU itie 
condaise A toim bat Mon abaeooe de chez moi, les riBqnei de la gucrre, 
les dangers ocmrir de U part des ennomis internes da pays, les 
(atigues, le mal 6tre, 1«» olimat, ladöpeose, enfin tous les saorifioes quo 
Ja fiiin, dotvent me in^rtter voe bontös, compte et je yt»QSFU]tpUed6 
loe les aoa'rder» eii vuos chargeant, Monseignenr, de mon araiievment 
anqoal toates tes autres grAoes, dont je poarrats 6tre sasoep^ibhsdoU 
vant o6der. D j en a oependant one aotre, qai me oonviendrait et 
nne qai me serait nioessaire, c'eat le grand eordon de Tordre da m^rita 
militiiire, et des secoors en argent. 8i j^itau riebe, Je ne parlerais 
pas des grdoes pecaniaires, mais ma fortune ^tant born^ U ii'est pai 
Joste non plas de sacrlfier le bien, qni sera an jonr n^oessaire i mes 
flla poar les sontenir an service de lenr mattre, ni de m*örer la fiicalt6 
da poaTuir marier ma filie. Madame de Kalb me gronde fortomont a 
oette occasion, Je loi r^coraande d'avoir l'bonneor de se plaindre i 
▼oiis, Ifon^ign jiir, et de voas engager k j troaver an rem^e. 

J*ai soovent 4t6 ten:6 de voos rendre compte des operations de nos 
anafies amfiricaines et anglatses» mala n*^ant pas de chifirea, Je n*ai 
paa ca6 le riaqoer. I>es lettre« prises par les ennemis 6tant commn« 
nfiment rendiies publiqaea, do plaa fortes raisona encore, m*ont em* 
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p^c\i( rotis envoyer des plaos, qoeje me reaenre de vous remettn 
voos loeiue 4 moo retour. 

Je sois avec re8[>ect 

Monseignenr Votre etc. 

p. S. 10 Novcrabre m&nie oamp. 

.Te profile du depart de Monsieur Gerard, que je regard© com me 
une vüic hör pour faire paöser ceLle ci, j*y eassc joiot quelques plaiiB 
si uoa 6<^uipa^c^ ü ötaieut pas u une trop graode disumce du camp. 

XVI. 

onriBAi irA8Rorow>ir to tbs fbebtoibt or ooitobbm. 

Rkao QvAimiiM, April 8(2, 1780. 

Sir: I liave frequently had the honor to address Congress on the 
Bubject of those c irps, which arc uncuuuected with the lines of par- 
ticular Stxites. Satisfied of the numerous perplexities under which 
they labor, it is with pain and reluctance I troable them with repeated 
representations of the same nntnre; but in the present case it is so in 
dispensable that something should be done, that I cannot forbear the 
repetition, hovrever disagreeable. The aitoatioa of the offioere of 
these ciirps is abaolntely insupportable. Unless something effectaal 
can be done to make it more comfortable, it is impossible ttiej can 
remain in the serTice. The resolotions of Congress for making them 
part of the State quotas has partial operation, and the benefit result- 
ing to a few has only served t«) establish a contrast that embitters tiia 
sufferings of the rest, Kotbing can be conceived more chagrining 
than for an officer to see himself destitute of every necessary while 
another, not only in the service of the same government^ engaged in 
defending the same cause, bat even in the same regiment^ and some- 
times standing by his side in the same company, is decently if not am- 
ply provided. Entliusiasm alone can support him in a moments per> 
severance, but even this principle must give way to a necessity so 
continued and hopeless. Daily applications are mode to me to know 
whether there is a prospect of relief, always accompanied with a de- 
claration, that it is impossible any longer to endure the extremities to 
which they are driven. 

I entreat the attention of Congress to this matter. If there is no 
way to make provision for the officers, it would be better to dissolve 
the corps, incorporate the men with the regiments belonging to the 
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State lines, and lei tlie ollicers retiic v. itli pay and subsistence, and 
titich other eniuluuients aa may be enjoyed by others after the war. 
In their present state, tLey ure actually sufttTiiJt; eveiy iuconvenience, 
in fruitleaa expectations of a remedy that will perhaps never coiue; 
those who have less resource, less zeal, or less fortitude, are resigning 
from day to day. A relaxation from care in the interior of the regi- 
tocotf mnst bo a neoevory consequence ; and many valoable men will 

graduftUy lott to the serTioe, who might be saved. It is mach bet- 
aer« therefore, that the expedient enggeeted elioold be adopted, thao 
tliat thingi ebonld remain ae now droamstanoed. Bat if it were po»- 
dblo toobriate this neoeaiiitj, it were mneh to be wiehed, as it would 
preserve many of onr best offioers to the army, who would with In* 
finite reluotanoo quit the field, while the defence of their oonntry 
osDed for their serrioea, 

Before I oondnde, I think it my duty to tonch upon the geoersl 
sitaatlon of the army at this janetnre. It is absolutely necessary that 
Coogreas should be apprised of it, for it is difficult to foresee what may 
be the result; and as very serious consequences are to be appre- 
hended, I slioold not be justified in presenring nlenoe. There never 
has been a stage of the war, in which the dissa t is f a c tion has been so 
general or alarming. It has lately, m particiUar instances, worn 
features of a very dangerous complexion. A Yariefy of causes has 
contributed to this ; the diversity in the terms of enliotment«, the ine- 
quality of tlie rewards given for entering into the service^ but still more 
Üie dkparity in the provisions made by the several States for their re- 
ppeotive troops. The system of Brate supplies, however dictated in the 
commenoement by necessity, has proved in its operation pernicious be- 
yond de^ption. An army most be raised, paid, subsisted, and regu- 
lated nponan equal and unif rm principle, or the confusion and diseon* 
tents are endless* Little less than the dissolution of the army would 
have been long since the consequence of a diflferent plan, had it not been 
for a spirit of patriotio vtrtoe, both in officers and men, of which there 
are few examples, seconded by the unremitting pains that have been 
taken to compose and reconcile rhom to their situation. But these 
will not bo able to hold out roach longer against the iufiaencA of causes 
oonstaotly operating, and every day with some new aggravation. 

6ome States, from their internal abilities and local advantages, 
furnish their troops pretty amply, not only with clothing, hut with 
many little comforts and ( onvcni. nco*^ ; r'tficrs jnpjily tfieiu witli snme 
oeceasaiiea, but on a more contracted scale ; while others have it in 
14 
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their power to do little or nothing at all. The officers and men in 
the rontino of duty mix daily and oompare ciroumptanoes. Those 
who fare worse than others of course are diMatisfitfd, and have tiie!r 
resentment excited, not only against their own Statei bat against the 
Ooofederaoj. They become disgosted with a wrTina that makea mch 
ii^Joriooa dii^lnotions. The officers resign, and we liave now scaroelj 
a snlMeiit nnmber left to take eare even of the fragments of corps 
which remain. Tlte men have not this resonrce. Tliey uurmnr« 
brood over their discontent, and liave latelj ahowo a di4>oaition to 
enter icto seditions combinations. A new scene is now opening^ 
which I fear will be productive of more tr^iablesome eflbcts than anj 
thing that has liitherto taken place. Borne ot the States have adopted 
the measure of msking good the depreciation of the money to their 
tro >p8, as well for the past a^ for the Aitnre. K thin does not become 
genera], it is so striking a point, that the conseqnences mast be on* 
speakably mischievons. I enter not into the propriety of this measare 
in the view of finance, bnt confine myself to Irs operation in the army* 
Nei her do I mean to insinnate^ that tlie liberality of particnW States 
has been carried to a blamable length. The evil 1 menn to point ont 
is the inequality of the difi«rent provisions, and tliis Is inherent In the 
present system. It were devoutly to be wished that a plan cduld be 
deviaed by which everything relating to the army ooold be condncted 
on a general principle, nnder the direction of Congress. This alone 
can give hannony and consistence to onr military establishment, and 
I am persuaded it will be infinitely conducive to public economy. I 
hope I shall not be thought to have exceeded my dnty in tlie nnre- 
served msnner in which I have fzbiblted our situation. Congress, I 
flatter myself, will have the goodness to1>elieye, that I have no otiter 
motives than a zeal for the public service, a desire to give them evety 
necessary information, and an apprehension for the oonsequenoea of 
the evils now experienced. 

I have the honor to be, etc 
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XVII. 

ODunrn. ihoholas booebs, or BALTmoin, to obhbbax. bbnbt uc* 

Hww YoBK, 21fA January^ 1810. 

Mt Dbar Sir: Respecting my good and old friend the Baron 
de Kalb, aboat whom we liave formerly bad some oonv^reation, I 
wish I could give yoa such information as would contribute to make 
vour intended publication interesting as the world will naturally 
expect from your pen ; but the long lapse of time and other circnm- 
srance-, may probably, contrary to yonr expectations, render it 
rather scanty ; however, such as it ia, I am happy to plaoe it «I your 
Benrice. 

In frequent conversations with him on the affairs of onr country 
— then almost the only topic of oonversntion — he lias repeatedly told 
nie of his having been in this oonntry between the years 1768 and 
1765, in a con^^enled charnoter, — as a German travelling for bw pleas- 
ure. This he did, from one end of the continent to the other ; and, 
as I know him to have been an actite observt r, he must have picked 
np a great deal of information for the French Court, by which, I 
liave no doubt, he was expreaaly employed for that particolar par- 
poee. 

Speaking the English language well, and possesising the most con- 
ciliating and condescending manners, he had it in his power to 
insinuate himself everywhere, from the drawing-room down to the 
grog-shop, and be assured that he ouUed from every group something 
appertaining to Iiis mission, and marked well, in every countenance 
even, and converf^tion, the particular partialities and antipathies tow- 
ards the two great leading nations of Europe, Great Britain and France. 
He often declared to me that such was the universal prepo-session in 
favor of the former, and the almost instinctive lio tilify to the latter, 
that he sincerely believed and often said that nothing could have 
indooed the Americans to have revolted against the mother-country 

* Rogr» had beeo KalbV atd in Valley Foine and at the lines between 
BUsabalhtofm and Amboy. When writing bis nenioirB en tbe revolnttoD in 
the SooA, Heoiy Lee applied to Rogers for information abont K«lb. The 
above letter was the reply. I found It In the little psmphlet poblisbed by 
J. Spear Smltb. The errors in them, growing out oif sHps of memory, are 
coneeled hi the text ; some of the statements are ezsggentsd ; nevertheless 
the p(o4potUm is highly interesting. 
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but the highly inj iidicions and short-sighted condnot af the BritUh 
ministry, whum he freqaeotly ridiculed for their egregious folly in so 
wantonly casting off such an inestimahle and powerful auxiliary. 

He has often told me that, in all bit travels from North to S uth« 
be oould find nobody of any consequence, either native or Britiah| 
who did not tbiok Uuit Old £ngbind was tbe iw pkis ultra, and per* 
fieotion of all human power. 

In the latter part of his residence amongst us, in his assumed 
character, he became, by sorao accident, puspected, was t iken up, and 
was, I believe, put into prison for a few days. However, he soon 
made his wav good and was released, for on examining his papers 
and b.iggage, nothing could lie found to implicate hitn, becau-e he 
never then kept, as he told me, anything like a manuscript, trusting 
all to his tnemoi V. which T knew to be great. It wan liardly possi- 
ble to find a man m«<re compktoly suited to such a mission, bla 
wonderful sobriety and temperance at table being almost to exoesa 
and without example. 

In Europe, I believe, he was engaged chiefly in the Quarter- 
master Department, where, from his great a]»titude for detail and minu- 
tifo, he must have beiTi valuable. Had we lu-re employed him in that 
line he might have been of great service, for wo frequently felt many 
inconveniences and suffered much from our ill-judged arrangements 
and want of lort sight. 

Besides his extreme temperance, sobriety and prudence, with Iiis 
great sim[»licity of manners which highly fitted him for his under- 
taking, he had also many of the other qualifications for a soldier, 
such as paiionce, long-suffering, strength of constitution, endurance 
of hunger and thirst, and a cheerful submission to every ;iu uaveni- 
ence in lod^Mi^j;. for I have known him, repeatedly, to arrange bis 
portmanteau as a pilhiw, and wrapping his great horseman's cloak 
around him stretch himself before the fire and take as comfortable a 
nap as if upon a bed of eider down. lie would rise before day, light 
h's candles and work till nine, then take a slice of dry bread with a 
gla«8 of water, and go to work aguin until about twelve or one, wlien 
he would ride to headquarters, pick up tbe news of tlie day, and 
retnrn to dtnoer. This meal oousiated of a little soup and a abin of 
beef, or of a dry taetelem round, with hU faynrite beverage, 
water. After this he would go to work again, and so cominne ntitil 
diirk, when, without using his candle, he would get to bed, that be 
might rise at the earliest tiour in the morning. This was his mode 



Digilized by Google 



APFSKOIX 



Sil 



of life generally, wliUit we were at the Valley Forge, nhere we ail 

safiered nut a liule. 

In size, he was a perfect Aiiovistus, being upwards of six feet, 
and fully eqnal to the fatigues of a soldier. He would oftoti walk 
twenty or thirty miles a day without sigh, or ooir.plaiat, and, intleed, 
often preferred that exercise to riding. His ccfiiplexion and &kia 
were remarkable, being as fair and fresh as thoee )f a youth. 

The observatioriH and information of so judicious a person as 
Barou do Kalb, would help much to open our eyes to the conduct of 
the French court during our contest, particularly during the earlier 
part of it, for it was incoujprehensible to us and to the world ia gen- 
eral, why the French should be so long timidly hesitating whether they 
should take an unei^uivocal part in our favor, wl)en, apparently, there 
never waa so good an opportunity offered to a rival nation, to ityure 
an opponent, so eternally and deadly hostile. 



xvm. 

•BHISAL BnmT US Oir XAXS. 

(From hit Mmatin of tt* Wir ta th» Sooten 3>«p«rtmexU of Uie Unitod Statet. 

Antnttx D, 1^ 481 «t Mq.)* 

General Baron de Kalb was a German by birth, and from the best 
information obtainable must have sers'ed during the war of 17Ö6 in 
some inferior stations of the qnartennaster-generaPs department in 
the imperial army, operating with that of his most christian Majesty, 
it being well as' ertained by his acquaintnnces in our army, that he 
was intimately versed in the details of that department. Towards 
the close of that war he must have been despatclied by the French 
court to North America, as ho fiimself often mentioned ids having 
trnversed the then l'.i iTi>h provinces in a concealed character ; the 
object of which tour catm«>t be doubted, as the baron never tailed, 
when f;»or\king of the existing war, to express his astoni-hment, how 
any . rnnvenr could have so blundered as to etfaco the ardent and 
deep atiectioD which to his own knowledge existed on the part of the 
colonies to Great Britain previous to the late rupture; a preference 
equalled onlj by their antipathy to the French nation, which was so 

* Tb» reader ef tbeae pa((et will be piepawd to M tbe trath from the 
poelrj ooDtaincd in this very interesUng sketch, so that it wooU be quite in- 
p tt ünam lo enter into esteudad diaaertationi faeiei 
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powerful as to indaoe the baron to oonsider it, is he called it, in- 
atinotive. 

Jost before the peace our incognitii.H, becoiniiiji: suspected, was ar- 
rested; mid fur a few days he was iuiprisoued. On examination of 
his baggage and papers nothing? could be fuund coiitirniiug the bunpi 
ciun which had induced his arrej't, imd he was discliarged. Such 
discovery was not practicable, as during Iiis tour, tlie baron liiin^elf 
declared that he relied entirely upon his memory, which was siniru- 
larly strong, never venturing to cumniit t<i paper the infos iuuiiu:i ui 
others or his own observations. On t!io re-.toratiou of peace the 
baron returned to Euroj)e, and cunjc onee more to Ainerira in 
1777 or 1778, recommended to Congress an experienced soldier 
worthy of confidence. A brigadier in the service of France, he was 
honored by Congrrs- with the rank of raiyur-gencral and repaired to 
the main army, in which he served at the head of the Maryland di- 
vision, very much respected. Possessing a stout frame, with excel- 
lent health, no officer was more able to encounter the toils of war. 
Moderate in mental powers, as in literary acquirements, he ezoelled 
chiefly in practical knowledge of men and things, gaine<l during a 
long life by close and aooorate investigations of the cause and effWto 
of passing events. We all know that the oonrt of France bae 
been vniformlj distinguished by its superior address and manage- 
ment In cubing into ttie eecrets of every nation, whether friend 
or foe, with whom it has relations. The baslness of espionage has 
been bronght in France to a science, and a regular trdned corps, 
judioionalj organized, is ever in the service of the court. Of 
this body there is strong reason to belleTC that the baron waa a 
memlMr, and probably one of the chief oonfldania of that gor- 
emment in the United States. Ko man was better qualified for the 
undertaking. He was sober, drinking water only, abetemions to aso 
cess, living on hretd, sometimes on beef-soup, at other times with 
cold beef; industrioas, It being his constant habit to rise at five in the 
morning, light bis candles, devote himself to writing, which was 
never intermitted during the day bat when interrupted by «bort meals 
or by attention to his official duty, and profoundly secret. He wrote 
In hieroglyphics, not opon sheets of paper as is customary in cam pa, 
but in large folio books, which were carvfolly preserved, waiting to 
be transmitted to his nnknown correspondent whenever a safe oppor> 
tnnity might offer. He betrayed an nnoeastng Jealovsy lest his joorw 
nals and his mystic dictionary might be perused, and seemed to be 



Digilized by Google 



APPENDIX. 



▼ery much in dr^atl of losing his baggape, which in itsf-lf was too 
trifling; to be r^arde'i. and would only liave attracted tsiich unvarying 
care from the valuable paper deposit. lie never failed to direct liia 
quarterm aster t<» plaeo liini a.s near the centre of the army as was al- 
lowable. havin<^ an utter aversion to be in the vicinity of eitlier tlauk 
lest an advcnturin^j; jiarti-v-m ^Imuld carry off his ba^r^M^e. ^\ liat be- 
came of hid jf nr'ials is not known, but very probably ho did not vent- 
ure to take iliem into South (_'arolina: what is most pn)hahle, he 
plac-ed such as remiine«! in the hau»].-, of the French iniiiister fur 
tran^iinission to I*an.-> '»viion he wa.s ortlennl to the South. If he cou- 
tinii'-d to write, wijen marchinf; to South t^arolina. his projrress must 
have Uen .slow, ;ts he was nece-ssanly much engafred in the dutionof 
Itis roiaiiiand, which iKcame multiplit?*! by the extreme ditlicult\ with 
\N h>ch subsiatence was procurable. Whether his ba^jrajre was capt- 
ureil is not known to mc; but it cannot Im^ douUted that his papTd 
did n"t fall into the hands of the enemy; a-s in such event we .'-hould 
pruhai'ly 1, ive heard not only of the fact but also of their contents. 
No man jiirj>assed thiji geutlemau in simplicity and condescension, 
which gave to his deportment a cast of aiiiiability extreuiely ingra- 
tiatin*;. exciting confidence and esteem. Although nearer seventy 
than sixty years of age, such had been the tcinj)*»rance of his life that 
he not only enjoyetl to the ktst day the finest health, but hia cuuiito- 
jiance still rt'taineil the bli»oiii of youth, wlii».Li eiicuiiistance \<'ry 
probably led to the error c<jmuiittei by th j.se who drew up the in- 
«cription on the monument erected by order of Congress. Tliis di*- 
tinguished mark of respect waa well deserved. 

XIX 

KALB*fl PBOPOSAi. TO CONOISBB, 
Ivrilln 1v lalb kiBMlf and fooad amons tlM papen 

Iji Uanjn do Kail) beinj .i l vised l»y some Generals of the highest 
reputation, and Ijy several other lioblcmcn of the first rank in thi^ 
realm, to .serve the c:ii\^ of lil>erty in America, he a« ' ordingly otT' ra 
hift ierrices to the mo.st honorahle ( 'ongre»s on tlie fwlKjwin^' t< rms : 

1. To Ik' ma'lc a M.ij'.)r <leneral of the Amrrii an tro >ps at tlit: 
ajipointmenis of the Major (ieniTils in that Bcrvicr. with ail other 
p<»rM'iisite» helonjiin;^' tu t' Kink. Ijcsides a parti> idar sum to be 
»iiowtfd to him aonuaiiy, which he will not determine, but rely oq it 
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for the Congrt^ hoping they will consider the difference there is 
between their own countr}' men. who are in duty bound to defend their 
all. and a foreit^ner who, out of his own accord, offers Iiis lime. s._-t3 
aside his iamily affairs to h.i/ard his life for the Annriean lil)ertie3. 
The said appointment to ix^giu from this day, November the seventh, 
177C. 

2. That Mr. iJeaue will furnish him pivst-ntly. iV: lK.fope embarking 
with a sum of twelve thoUf^auJ livies freneh-munev, nanjeiv : r.jXHi lo 
be couüidered and piveu aä a gratitieation fur the neeess,'in,' oxrx-nses 
attendinp such an errand, and th' other 0,000 as an advance upon his 
apiK>intMient. 

3. That Capt. Duboi.s Martin and another Gentleman whom Ijq 
Boron de Ividb sliall nominate in time, may bo agreed as Majors to be 
his aids de camp, at the appoint nu nt uf American officers of the same 
Rank, and the sum of 3,000. or at least 2. (»00 be paid to ea* K of them 
presently, or before embarking, the half of whieh ad a gratification, A: 
til other half as an advance, the said appointments beginning too Irum 
this tlay. 

4. That in case the Peace was made at their landing in America» 
or that the Congress would not grant these demands, and ratify the 
present agreement, or that the Baron de Kalb himaelf should on any 
other account, & at any time indine to return to Europe, that he be 
allowed to do so, and besides be fomiahed witb a sofBcient mm of 
money for the expenses of his coming back. 

On the abowe oondittons I engage and promise to serve the Ametw 
ican States to the utmost of my abilities; to acknowledge the aathortty 
and every act of the most honorable Congress ; be faithfall to the 
countiy as if my own ; obey to superiors ooroodtted bf that lawful 
power, and be, from this yery day, at the disposal of Mr. Deane for 
my embarkation, and in such a vessel and harbour as he shall think 
fit Witness my hand, in Paris, November the seventh, in the year 
one thousand seven hundred seventy-six. 

DbKalb. 

Reod. of Silas Deane,atParis» Novr. 22d, 1776, Sixteen Thousand 
Eight Hundred liva. on acct. of the above. 

N. B. Paid 8,800 in cash. 

6,000 by a BiD on Messrs. Delaps. 
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KALB TO ilLAB OKAHK, 

(ftom Mt^Min» of Aifterioui HiHloiy'*, Toi. IZ, p. 884.) 

Oir BoASD na Sbv Lk YiomsB 
A« XU Pamas^ dt Spadi. 



Sir : — I had the hanoar of writing to joa four days ago in » 
9Bd mood of miiid» about a]l the diffioultiea which aeeoed to obatroct 
M. Le Maiquis de la Fayette'a generoua deaigiia; aa I made joa a par- 
taker of had news, I think it a piece of justice to impart to yoa a good 
one. The Marquia giieanng by all the lettera he receired, that the 
Miniatera granted and issued orders to atop his aatUng. out of mere 
oompBanoe with thereqneata of M. Le Due d'Ayens, and that in reality 
neither the King nor any body elae could be angcy with [him], for ao 
noble an Enteipriae, he took upon him to oomeh^ againand topuiaue 
hia meaanrea. He arrived thia morning nine of the dock to the great 
oomfort of all lua fellow Paaaengeia. M* de Mauroy arrived at the aame 
time. So we ahall put out toaea again by the fitst wind, and strive to 
get to the Continent directly aa much aa poaaible. AU iheae Qentlemen 
pTBKnt you with their moat aincere Complimenta and good wishea. 

I wrote to M. le Comte de Brpglie aa well aa to Mad. de Kalb, if 
they had any lettera to aend to me, before loould give them an account 
of myself after arrival at your army, to put them under cover, directed 
to Mr. Sam. Shoemaker at Philadelphia, and deeire you to get them 
over when opportunities will oiler. I depend on thia and all other 
occaaiona on your goodneaa and friendahip^ to which and Mr* Car- 
michaela I recommend myaelf particularly and am with all poatible 
reapect, Honoured Sir, your moat etc Da Kalb. 

This letter will go by the tomorrow's Post, but you shall hear from 
me the day of our putting under sail. 

The Marqui.s charges me jKculiarly to acquaint yon that his fear 

of involvin<^' you in some disagreeable (iilciuina and of doitJL' Imrt t i 
our Inends interest at the French court, was whai diicruiiiicJ him 
most to comply with the Kin;^ orders and to go back to Bordeaux : be- 
in^ willing to fall aloitu a sacrifice to resentment and make nobody share 
his misfortune, as loner as he could believe these orders serious, and 
that it ifl onlv since he is jure of you and your tuuöCä 6ccuriLy he as- 



fiutned anew his mmt darliug project. 
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XXI. 

DE KALB, GATES AND THE ÜAMDEN CAMPAIGN. 

dtom "Xhö Mufuin« of American History". Vol. vm, fiut. II, p. 4M ft 

Ht. T.» USa, A. S. Bmcnm A Co. 

The puMicatioii of the oorreipondetioe and atden of Oenenl 
Oatet, bewiiig upon the battle of Cftmden, and the Yigoroiis defence 
of that ofl&oer bj Bftr. Stereos, which appeared in the October Number 
of the Magaxme for 1860, invite a reatudy of that dieaatroos cano- 
paign. A fresh fact is brought out in a letter from Loid Bawdoo, 
published in the lliiid Beport of the British Historioal Manuaeript 
Commission, which revivea the point whether Gates did not make a 
mistake in declining to attack the T>ritish at little Lyndi^s CredC| on 
or about August 10th. H4wdon,tbeu in command, had taken post 
on the southern bank of the stream, atid was known to have a fcfoe in< 
ferior in nnmbera to that of the Americans. His poeitioD, on the 
othw handi was naturally strong. 'I'arleton, in his aocomit of the 
campaign, dairns that tiates ought immediately to have moved op 
the creek, crossed it above, marched directly to Camden, and com- 
pelled Bawdon to meet him at a disadvantage, or abandon the place. 
Bancroft says on this point : „By a forced march up the stream Gates 
could have turned Rawdon's flank and made nn easy conquist of 
C^umden." Johnson, in his life of Greene, takes substantially the 
same view. In Rawdon's httcr referred to, we now have the state- 
ment that De Kalb did actually urrre an attack upon the enemy at the 
creek. The communication ia from the English general to his mother, 
the Countc.-« of Moira, and the material part, pxplaining why he de- 
clined to fight Gates before Comwallis arrived, runs as follows : 

• l AMr Nkar Twri.VE Mile Cuefk, 
"Ok the F*eo>tiee or Nubth Cabousa, .SVpf. 19, 1780. 

Had I thought the tinsel of unweighed applause an ob- 
ject superior to tlie consciousness of having acted right, I sUouH have 
given Mr. Gates battle whilst the command remained with me. It was 
in my power; I had fair prospect of success ; the reputation to be at- 
tained was great ; and if I was beaten there would have been credit in 
making a Void attempt, for the failurt^ of which the disparit}'^ of fort-o 
would have Ixon a sutliciiMit apolc^. But 1 ft It that the step would bo 
false ; for, by maintjuning the conduct which X pursued, I was certain 
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of foidiig the enemy either to retire acrom the Pedee, to Attack ma 
upon tenne «hnost hopeless for them, or to tske the roiDOus pert which 
thiqr sctwlly did emfarsoe. 

Kilb, who was a good officer, saw«0O dearly the consequenoes 
of ledodog their attacks to one pointy and thereby enabling me to 
unite my detadiements, that he strenuoosly advised Gates to pass 
Ljoehes Creek and fight me, at all events : this was related to me by 
De Kalb*s aid-deK»mp (a relation of the M. do la Fayette), who was 
made prisoner. Gates reijected the advice, threw himself acroas the 
oonnliy into the other road above Hanging Bock Creek, and gave ua 
tjiree days to prepare to meet him, in a country likewise very favor* 
able for us. 

'^Sinoe that action the sickness of the troops, added to want of 
provisiooB and almost every kind of jitotes has detained us inactive. 
We are now in march towards Hillsborough, where Ghites has collected 
a small body of militia. At present there is no ] ro.^pect of serious op- 
position, bat I cannot believe that the Congress will not make an effort 
to atop the advance of our successes. We have reason to hope that 
we shall be joined by the greater part of the North Carolinians, who 
have certainly given strong prooBi of faithful attachement to us. • ... • 
It is now ten weeks since we have heard from New York . • . • • You 
must have been astonished at our warfare here after the representations 
which we perceive were made to you respecting the loyalty and peace- 
able state of His Mijesty's Province of South Carolina." 

The aid who gave the informatn>n Bawdon refers to, was Chevalier 
DubuysBon, holding the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, and the same who 
is commonly represented as preventing his general from being pnt to 
death on the field at Camden. Whether De Kalb meant that Gates 
shottld attack Bawdon directly in front or cross at a more favorable 
point and fight him as soon as possible, is not distinctly stated, but it 
is worth noticing that he did in effect propose what Tarleton, who was 
on the spot, was of opinion should be done, and what Bawdon himself 
impliedly admits to have been excellent advice. The point with Do 
Kalb evidently was : Push the enemy and prevent the concQfitrntion 
of his forces. Friends of Gates wUl defend the coufse he took in 
marching ux>und by way of Bugeley*s Mills, by showing that the de- 
lay brought him a hu^ leinfcmsement of Virginia Militia; but 
did it not also work in equal if not greater proportion to the enemy s 
advantage ? 
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It is not to be inferred from his adyice at Lynch s Creek, that De 
Kalb was aggressive in this campa%n. No one can read Colonel 

Honrs quaint reminiscences in bis life of Marion, without obBor\ing 
how iuixiou.sly he deprecated (Jato.H* extraordinary hast«* nnd ntshness 
in pushing down toward tlie enemy from Xortli Carolina. Horry. 
vrho acte<l a& aid to Dc Kalb up to the battle of Camden, states on t)ie 
weary mareh through the pine barrens, where "a forlorn hope of aitpv- 
pillars' must have starv^, the j^eneral "freqnei-tly foretold the rum 
that would ensue". .\t Lyneh':^ ( 'reek he mw a possible adraiitage to 
be n^nined, and up^'ed it : otherwise he constantly advised caution and 
b n I ]irepanition. but Uatc& would takd no counsel, unless iu the last 
«xtreuity, but his own. 

xxu. 

Kalb to Baaon IIoLTOurDORPP tk Paris. 

A PETERKDunon FN ViEonnx, k 29 May. 1780. 
MoN CuF.R Amv, Je n'ay pfi attendre ä Philadelphie TamT^ de 
H. le Ms. de T^fayette, niai^ yy ay laiss^ le Capt. Paskke. qui iii*a 
pri6 de I'admettre ^ ma famille pendant ma xnarche an Sad, pour le 
▼oir et ra*apporter mes lettres de France. Je viens done do receroir 
cellc que vom m'avez fait I honnenr de m'ecrire parlny le Ter mars. 
J eiisse bicn desin' {nrnvoir canser avec luy sur differents objets, s'il 
m'avoit ^te possible de reculer mon depart. L'on me presse d'arriver au 
pccours de Charlestown et je rencontre des diflRenTtt% sans nombro 
dan.«^ nia niarche.il ?=^cmble que tont soft calcide ponr s opp<.>ser au bien 
du Service. J'ay a mes ordre.'; l. s 'IVonpes de Marylaad, de Delaware^ 
le CoqKS de avec tm Kegt. d ai-tillerie et donze pi^ccs ilc canons. 
I/on m'a j)runiis une junction dc .Miliee de cet etat cy et en Xord 
Caroline, mais la lenteur qu'un met en tout, ne me donne pas de 
grandes Es])eninces d'en obtenir ou de poiivoir le.s attendre : je feray 
partir deniain et le.s jours suivans me.s Troupes en Troi.s Divisions, si 
toutes fois I'on nie douue les chariots doiit j'ay be.soin et qui me sonfc 
promis depiiis longtems: avee toute la diligence que je pourray mettre 
dans ma mardie. II est possible que le .sort dc Charlestow^l soit decide 
avant mon arrivee, car quoiqti'ils aycnt ete raenac^ depuis long- 
tems d'un siege, que les Ennemies ayent 4tS dans le Voisinage 
longtems avant d'avoir pu invef^tir la place qu'ou avoit par con- 
sequent du terns de restc fvour I'approvi.sionner. malgre cela j" eraios 
qu'on ait riL-filii,'«' ee ])<>int si e>>entit'i a une defense, etquon ne s'en 
soit occupe que quaud ü n'en etoit plus terns. 
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Le projet de d^baiquement en Angleterre a sans dontc C.t6 aban- 
donn^ entiämiieiit? puiaque M. de Lafayette qui ^toit de oette arm^ 
lik, est levetm ky. Cela surprcnd beanooup de monde, on croit> qu*ä 
moins qa'il ne soil chaig€ de quelqoe oommianoii importante poor le 
Oongres, il neaeioit pas revenu en Amerique, etcomme rieo n*a tnuis* 
pii^ jusqu'ä present, oela donne lieu k divenes ooDjectnrak 

Vous dites done que bait Ri%ititenta devoient e'embarquer en anil 
et cela peatetre pour H. — MeoB. de Flemy ^ Colombe ^criTent 
qn'iJs doivent levenir inoefiBainmeDt, ne aeroient Qs paa de la dermiib 
Expedition ? 

Je Biiis facht* de ce que rem me maodes dc Li maavaiae aant^ de 
Mad. de Hoizendorff; je lity scmliaite nn parfait et prompt retab- 
liaeenient. Comme U est possible que Vous ne soyez paa ik Paris 
raniv^ de ccttc lettre, eile sen pour EU& 

Vous me dites n'aToir rcrn aucimo dc incs nouveUes depuis Xbre 
1778. Je vous ay cependant ^crit de Pbiladeli^ie an commencement 
de L779 et ploaieurs fois depuis, soit en reponse aux Yoties aoit au- 
tiement, peut^tie que mes lettres Vous parriendnmt encore ? je vous ay 
marqu^ dans le terns que voire coffre s'est letarouv^ et de la fa9on dont 
j^ay diqpoe^, votre Portefeuille et la NTestesont chez le Docteur Phile 
pour 6tre delivi^ sur Yötre ordre. Le reste a 4t/6 vendü 1000 Dol- 
lars qui daiis le tems ^toient ti dix pour un, par consequent valant 500 
livreade France, et j ay laiss^ k Voire option oette somme ou un Billet 
d'£mprunt de 1000 Dollars que je m'ensiiis procure, depots ce tems left « 
choees out changte en prix. Soixante en Papier en donnent difficile- 
ment un en espioes actuellement. et les denrees et marchandiaea aug- 
menteni coniinueUemenl do pri t. Tout coiite le double, meme en payant 
ayec de Tor, de ce que les choees Taloient 11 y a 18 mois. Ma marche 
▼a me couier des sommes immenses. Je ne piii=; pas me faire snim 
par mon Equips^, et suis par consequent oUigä de vivre en Boutte 
dans les auberges ou d'autres maisons ou Ton paye ^j^eroent, mdme 
le logemeni. Ma soldo de six mois soffit Ik peine pour un jour de de- 
penaes inevitables. Je voudnus bien 6tre ches moy, ou ne m'etze pas 
embarqu^ dans ceiie Galore. 

J*ay 6t/ä dirigu quelqu un des jour pass^ sur ma Route de prendre 
mon Quartier dans une maison pariiculiere pour une nuit. On m*y 
donna un mauTais sonp^ et pour boisson du Grog. Pourtant le matin 
sans dejeuner mon compte se montait pour qimtre Maitres et trois 
Domestiques k 850 Dollars, «t la maitresse de la Maisoo me dit poll* 
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ment qu elle n'a rait rien mis jx)ur le logcinent qu Vlle le laisso h ma 
Uiscrt'tion iiiaia <j[Ue 3 on 4(H) Dollars ne Kjruient |»ah de tro[» jxjur 
rEmK'in;;.- quelle a lu avu iiui Uiuillc. Oes gens j)n'ten<k'iit qu'ils 

aacriiieroiout tout pour la cause de leur Libert^. Tout est a proportion 
de oela» im ebml mediocre eoute 20^00 Dolürs, je die Yiiigt mille. 

Adieu mon eher amy, je suis ATec le plus peiiait et le plus liii- 

oere atlMlieiiieiit, tont ä Vom 

Im Bm. Ds Kalb. 

XXIII. 

fPrBi.Tr— No. :{0. ] 

AH ACT to provide for the erection of » mooument to the memory of M^or Qe&eral 

the Baron Do Kalb. 

Wherm, in Oetober« wveateeu hundred and eighty, tlie Congress 
of the United States passed the following resolution: 

♦•In Congress, October, 1780. 

•*Kcs' ilv( 1. That a ujouumuit ix' erected to tlie memory of the 
late Major-deai'ml the Haron De Kalh, in the city of AnnapoUs, in 
the State of Maryland, with tiio foU.iwing inscription : 

'"Sacred to the memory of the l iaron De Kalb, knight of theRdVui 
Order of Military Merit, brigadier of the annie^; of France, and mai -r- 
geaeral in the service of tlie Tnited States of America. Havinj^j servctl 
with honor and reputation for three years, he fiave a la.st and glorious 
proof of hia attachment to the lil>ertiejs of mankind and the cause of 
Ameri«\i in the action near Catndeu, in the State of South Carolina, 
on the sixteenth of August, scveutecu hundred and eighty, where, 
leading on the troops of the Maryland and Delaware lines a^piinst su- 
perior numbers, and animating them by his example to deeds of valor, 
he was pierced with many wounds, and on the nineteenth following 
expired, in the forty-eighth jear of his age. 

*<*The Congress of the Ünited States of America, in gratitude to 
his seel, service, and merit, have erected this monument;"' Therefon, 

Be ii enaeted by the Senate and ffouee of RepreeenktUvet of the 
United Shxtet America in Congreu aeeenMed, That the sum of ten 
thoussnd dolhus be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any 
moneys in the Tressniy not otherwise appropriated* for the purpose ot 
erecting the monument authorised by the resolution of Congress abow 
recited; and the Secretary of the State shsU have thgmapagement and 
ccmtrol of the erection of said monumeni. 

Approved, February 19, 1883. 
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